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The Year of The Elephant and
The Birth of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)

“Praised by God in Heaven and by men on Earth”

by Muhammad Basil Ahmad
and Reema Kamboh
Long before the advent of Is-

The Ka’bah: Its Size and

History

Ka'bah in Arabic means a high place with respect and prestige.

From the Internet

The small, cubed building
known as the Ka bah may not ri-
val skyscrapersin height or man-
sions in width, but its impact on
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history and human beings goes
unmatched.

TheKa bahisthe building to-
wards which Muslims face five
times a day, everyday, in prayer.
This has been the case since the
time of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
over 1,400 yearsago.

The current height of the
Ka'bah is about 12 metres. The
insideroom of theKa bahis13 by
9 metres. The Ka' bah's walls are
onemetrewide. Thefloor insideis
2.2 metres higher than the ground
level outside, where people per-
form Tawaf.

Theceiling and roof form two
levels made out of wood. They
were reconstructed with teak,
which is capped with stainless
steel. The walls are al made of
stone. The stones inside are
unpolished, whilethe onesoutside
are polished.

This small building has been
constructed and reconstructed by
Prophets Adam, Ibrahim, Isma'il,
and Muhammad (peace be upon
them all). No other building has
had this honour. Yet, not very
much is known about the details
of thissmall but significant build-
ing.

Didyou know that the Ka' bah
was reconstructed as recently as
close to four years ago? Did you
know that the Ka'bah has been
subjected to danger by natural dis-
asters such asflooding, aswell as
human attacks? If you didn’t, then
keep reading. You'll find some
rarely heard of information dis-
cussed below and discover facts

about the Ka bah that many are
unaware of.

Literally, Ka'bah in Arabic
means a high place with respect
and prestige. The word Ka bah
may also be derivative of aword
meaning acube. Some of its other
names include “Bait-ul-Ateeq,”
which means, according to one
meaning, the earliest and ancient.
According to the second meaning,
it means independent and liberat-
ing. Both meanings could betaken.
Another is“Bait-ul-Haram,” or the
honourable house.

Scholars and historians say
that the Ka bah has been recon-
structed between five to twelve
times. The very first construction
of the Ka bah was done by Prophet
Adam (pbuh). Allah (swt) saysin
the Qur’an that this was the first
house that was built for humanity
toworship Him. After this, Prophet
Ibrahim and Isma’il rebuilt the
Ka bah. The measurements of the
Ka bah'sIbrahimic foundation are

Continued on page 13

lam, theinhabitants of the Arabian
peninsula slowly stopped wor-
shipping the God of Prophet
Ibrahim (pbuh) and began pray-
ing to stone meteorites that had
fallenfromthesky. Not only would
they worship the Black Stone in
the Ka'bah, but they would also
take such stones with them as
protection on their journeys. Pa-
ganism was soon established and
sacrificeswere madeto idols that
had now become sacred.

The Ka'bah eventually
housed over three hundred idols
and Makkah had become an es-
teemed city in the eyes of pagan
pilgrimsfromall over Arabia Other
towns wanted to attract similar
attention to themselves and many
built holy houses for their own
gods. Abrahah a-Ashram, vice-
regent of the Negus in Abyssinia
(Ethiopia), built such atemplein
Yemen. However, none of these
other centres succeeded in draw-
ing the Arabs away from
Makkah's house of worship.

Although Abrahah had deco-
rated his temple with expensive
furniture and statues of gold, mar-
ble, and ivory, he still found the
Arabs travelling to worship in
Makkah, even those from Yemen!
In afit of rage, Abrahah decided
to end the pilgrimage to Makkah
onceandfor al, by destroying the
House built by Prophets Ibrahim
and Isma'il (peace be upon them),
theKa' bah itself.

Abrahah quickly equipped a
large army for war. He rode upon
an elephant, as he marched his
forcestowards Makkah. When the
Arabs heard of Abrahah's plans,
they feared that the Ka'bah and
the annual pilgrimage to Makkah
would truly vanish. Many tried to
persuade Abrahah to change his
course of action, but without suc-
cess. When the people of Ta'if
learned that it was not their house
he intended to destroy, they actu-
ally co-operated with him and sent
a guide to show him the way to
Makkah.

When Abrahah arrived at the
outskirts of Makkah, the Quraysh
and other Arab tribesfirst thought
of fighting, but soon realised that
it would have been futile to resist
such a powerful army. Abrahah’s
army had already captured two
hundred camelsbelongingto‘ Abd
al-Muttalib, de facto chief of
Makkah.

Abrahah sent a messenger to
the Makkans, informing them that
he had not cometo fight them, but
only to destroy the Ka'bah, and
that they should not impede his
advance. ‘Abd a-Muittalib went
back with the messenger to
Abrahah’s camp. When Abrahah
saw him, he was so impressed by
his appearance that he asked his
interpreter to inquire if ‘Abd a-
Muittalib had a favour to ask. He
replied that Abrahah should return

Continued on page 14

Muslims Iin TV Media -
A Local Survey

by Nasir Syed

Western governments are
greatly influenced by public opin-
ion. Inturn, public opinionisin-
fluenced greatly by the Media.
Thisobservation has guided many
astute people in furthering their

goals. However, perhaps because
of the prevalence of state-control-
led mediain their countriesof ori-
gin, few Muslims have made con-
scious observations about the
roleof mediain public policy, even
fewer have acted uponit, and rare

are those who have acted effec-
tively.

For some time now, the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) has
also been a home-base for many
Muslim producers and broadcast-
ers. Thiswriter sought to sample
the works and experiences of
some of these rare and interesting
individuals in our community to
find waysto encourage more peo-
ple to get involved in media pro-
duction.

Syed Ghulam-e-Panjatan Jafry
(S.G.P. Jafry, for short) was born
in Jaipur, India, educated in Paki-
stan and the United Kingdom, and

cameto Canadain 1966. Recently
Continued on page 3
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Mother’'s Day and
Father’'s Day

Thereisatradition in most Western countriesto set asideaday to
remember mothersin May with another one following in Juneto re-
member fathers. These daysare known as Mother’s Day and Father’s
Day, respectively. It isacustom to acknowledge mothers and fathers
on these days. People usually send flowers, gifts, or gift certificates
to their parents, take them out, and spend the day, or at least the
evening, with them to remind their parents of their love.

Thisday, the parents become the centre of all activities. Children
show their love to their parents by serving breakfast in bed, giving
parents a book of coupons to do chores for them, and so on. Even
little children make cute cards for Mom and Dad and show their re-
spect and gratitude to their parents. Each child tellshisor her parents
that “they are the best in the world.”

All this is good and well and there is no harm in telling your
parents how much you love them. But why limitit to only ONE DAY ?

Also, remembering or reminding implies that you had forgotten
something and just collected back the memory of it. In this busy
Western society, sometimesthisiswhat thereality is. Grown-up chil-
dren, engaged in their own world and the daily rat race, sometimes
don’t find time to spend with their ageing parents.

Many old people in seniors’ homes keep their eyes peeled to-
wardsthe open door for ason or daughter to appear, but invain. They
are al ears to hear that familiar sound of footsteps of their beloved
ones, but they are disappointed. Then suddenly, Mother’s or Fa-
ther’sDay arrivesand that child comeswith abig bouquet of flowers,
wearing abig smilesaying, “| loveyou Mom” or “I love you Dad.”

Isthislove?lsit fair to expressyour love only onceayear? No it
isnot. Itisjust aformality. Itisall apractical joke.

Itiseasy tosay, “| loveyou,” but very difficult to liveup toit! It
doesnot take any effort to expressyour feelingsbut it isreally hard to
act as such.

But that is exactly what Allah (swt) tells us. It’s our actions and
deedsthat will take usto Paradise or Hell. Allah (swt) has mentioned
several timesin the Qur’an that only believing is not good enough:
“Aamanu wa amelus-saalihat” (Believe and do good deeds) come
hand-in-hand.

“ And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him,
and to parents, good treatment. Whether one or both of them reach
old age [whil€] with you, say not to them [so much as], “ uff” (ex-
pression of disapproval or irritation), and do not repel them, but
speak to them a nobleword” (Qur’an 17:23).

What the above verse meansis that only professing the belief in
One God isnot sufficient: Worshipping only Himisthe decree. Simi-
larly, just uttering “1 love you” is not acceptable. Being kind is the
word. By placing kindnessto parents next to worship, Allah (swt) has
established the position of parents. He hasaso madeit clear that itis
not a choice to be kind to one's parents, but rather, it is compulsory.

“ And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His
mother carried him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness,
and his weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your
parents; to Meisthe[final] destination” (Qur’an 31:14).

When praying, pray for your parents and always remember how
they took care of you when you were weak and dependant upon
them: “ And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy and say,
‘My Lord, have mercy upon them as they brought me up [when |
was| small’” (Qur’an 17:24).

A man once said to the Prophet (pbuh), “O Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him), what rights can parents demand from their chil-
dren?’ He replied, “ They are your Paradise and your Hell” (Al-
Tirmidhi). According to other famous Ahadith, the Prophet (pbuh)
said, “ Paradise lies under the feet of your mother” and that “to
acquire the pleasure of your father is to acquire the pleasure of
Allah.”

Flowers, gifts, dinners, outings, and movies do not translate into
love. Whereas exchanging giftsis a sign of love and highly recom-
mended by the Prophet (pbuh), love is basically about caring. It is
about living up to your parents' needs. It isabout being obedient and
respectful throughout your life. It is about sacrificing your time and
energy. It is about not letting them down. It is about not losing their
trust. It is about being there for them. It is about listening to your
ageing parents’ unfair complaints with a soft smile. It is about reas-
suring them that everything will beall right. It isabout not grumbling
at their old-fashioned advice. It isabout not showing frustration when
they repeat themselves, as their memories become foggy.

Let’s love and respect our parents every single day and make
ourselves deserving of Allah’spleasurein thisworld and of the Para-
diseinthe Hereafter.

Asma Warsi

Kind words from two readers!

It seemsto me that the Ambi-
tionisbecoming anideal forumfor
the Muslim community, and as
such it fulfills a great need. may
Allah SWT reward you for al the
efforts. | know that | have been
relatively away lately, but I'mkeen
onfollowing the Ambition closely.

| still maintain it’s one of the
best publications currently avail-
ableinthe Muslim community, and
| do hope that the readerswill be-
come more engaged inthevarious
discussions raised in it.

Osman Bakhach

Visited your websitetoday, it's
very interesting and very informa-
tive. Congratulations!

Also, | read your Nov/
Dec.1999issuethoroughly. al the
articlesare from very good to ex-
cellent.

May Allahreward you al with
the blessings of thismonth. Amin!

Adeel A. Sddiqi

Supervisor Teaching Labs./
WHMI S Co-ordinator,
Department of Zoology,
University of Toronto

You thought the Y2K problem
was bad?

InMarch 1992, amanlivingin
Newton (near Boston), Massa-
chusetts received a bill for his as
yet unused gas line stating that
he owed $0.00. He ignored it and
threw it away.

In April he received another
and threw that one away too. The
following month, the gas company
sent him avery nasty note stating
they were going to cancel his gas
line if he didn’'t send them $0.00
by return mail. He called them and
they said it was a computer error,
whichthey would take care of. The
following month he decided that
it was about time that he tried out
thetroublesome gasline, figuring
that if there were usage on the ac-
count, it would put an end to his
ridiculous predicament. However,
when he went to use the gas, it
had been cut off.

He called the gas company,
who apologised for the computer
error once again and said that they
would takecare of it. The next day
he got a bill for $0.00 stating that
payment was now overdue. As-
suming that having spoken to
them the previous day the latest
bill was yet another mistake, he
ignored it, trusting that the com-
pany would be as good as their
word and sort the problem out.

The next month he got a bill
for $0.00 stating that he had 10
days to pay his account or the
company would haveto take steps
to recover the debt.

Finally, giving in, he thought
hewould beat the company at their
own game and mailed them a
cheque for $0.00. The computer
duly processed his account and
returned a statement to the effect
that he now owed the gas com-
pany nothing at all. A week later,
the man’s bank called him asking
him what he was doing writing a

cheque for $0.00. After alengthy
explanation, the bank replied that
the $0.00 cheque had caused their
cheque-processing software to
fail. The bank could therefore not
processANY chequesfrom ANY
of their customers that day be-
cause the cheque for $0.00 was
causing the computer to crash.
The following month the man
received aletter from the gascom-
pany claiming that his cheque had
bounced and that he now owed
them $0.00 and unless he sent a
cheque by return of post they

Letters to the
editors are pub-
lished wunedited
regardless of the
paper's policy. We
entertain all letters
except ones with
impolite language.
Pleaseinclude your
name, address and
telephone number.
Only names are
published.

Reader upset by our
overlook.

Re: Children: Ablessing from
God, Mar-April, 2000. To my as-
tonishment you stated "We can-
not bring back little Farah Khan
one of God's innocent childre."
Correct meif | amwrong but Allah
clearly statesintheHoly qur'anin
surah Ikhlas: "Say: Heis one, the
eternal, He begets not, nor is be-
gotten, and thereisnoneunto like
Him."

Can you please tell me where
you got your information from? |
believe you have an apology and
correctiontoall thereadersof The
Ambition. To the best of my
knowledge, | know that we are
God's creations.

Z. Khan
[We sincerely apol ogize for our
neglect. Editors]

would be taking steps to recover
the debt . . .(The sender of this e-
mail claimed that it was a true
story!)

Getting involved important but train us
from childhood: a youth suggests

Theother day | wenttoasym-
posium called “Islam in Canada
2000.” Therewere many interest-
ing lectures and they talked about
many different thingsthat are very
important. One thing that they
talked about in particular was of
coursetheyouth. | fedl it's essen-
tial that the youth get involved in
Islamic activities because we are
thefuture of Islam in Canada, but
in my opinion, there is one prob-
lem.

We keep hearing that same
cliché Youth need to get involved.
| guess people don't understand
that many are involved, but there
are some reasonswhy someyouth
aren’'tinvolved.

First of al, | don't think the
youth really know how important
itistobeapart of these activities.
Some peoplethink that if they have
something to say, it makes a dif-
ference that they are young, and
peoplewon’t take them seriously.
| pretty much agree with them be-
cause older people keep saying
the youth don’t do anything, but

when the youth try to make some-
thing happen, they just brush it
off and don't listen.

Another thing is that from
childhood, many are not taught
about volunteering and commu-
nity services. Thingslikegoingto
the Mosque was all that Islam
was. | am not trying to say that
these are not essential parts of
being a Muslim, but that being
active in your community at a
young age is also very important.
| mean, how many youth really
know how important it isto go to
a Janazah (funeral), or witness
someone taking the Shahadah
(testimony of faith). Things like
this should be taught at an early
age so that when children grow
up, they will have more of an un-
derstanding of the importance of
getting involved.

| would aso like to mention
that there are alot more programs
and recreational groups for boys
than for girls. Boys have things
like basketball and soccer whilethe

Continued on page 3

Five Good Reasons to Advertise in The Ambition

1. The
Ambition
goesto

thousands of
Mudims
regardless of

2. Unlike
most ethnic
papers, it has
fewer pages
and your ad
catches more
their ethnicity. attention.

3. It has
Idamic
knowledge so
people don't
throw it away
after reading
it once.

4. Your ad
hasalong
life of two
months,
not just
one week
or s0.

5. With
The
Ambition,
your
money
goesa
long way.
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The CIiff

Author Unknown

A man named Jack was walk-
ing along a steep cliff one day
when he accidentally got too close
to the edge and fell. On the way
down he grabbed abranch, which
temporarily stopped his fall. He
looked down and to hishorror saw
that the canyon fell straight down
for more than athousand feet. He
couldn’t hang onto the branch
forever, and there was no way for
him to climb up the steep wall of
thecliff.

So Jack began yelling for help,
hoping that someone passing by
would hear him and lower arope
or something. “HELP! HELP! Is
anyone up there? HELP!” He
yelled for hours, but no one heard
him.

Hewas about to give up when
he heard avoice. “ Jack, Jack. Can
you hear me?”’

“Yes, yes! | can hear you. I'm
down here!”

“| can see you, Jack. Are you

"TheLord?You mean, GOD?’

“That'sMe.”

"God, pleasehelp me! | prom-
iseif You'll get medownfrom here,
I'll stop sinning. I'll be a really
good person. I'll serve Youfor the
rest of my life.”

“Easy on the promises, Jack.
Let'sjust get you down fromthere;
thenwe cantalk. Now, here’swhat
| want youto do. Listen carefully.”

"1"ll do anything, Lord. Just
tell mewhat to do.”

“Okay. Let go of the branch.”

“What?”

“l said, let go of the branch.
Just trust Me. Let go.”

There was along silence. Fi-
nally Jack yelled, “HEL P! HEL P!
ISANYONEELSEUPTHERE?

Have you ever felt like Jack?
We say that we want to know the
will of God, but when we find out
what it is, we can't handle it. It
soundstoo scary, too difficult. We
decide to look elsewhere. When
Hesays, “Let go of thethingsthat

Voice of a Destitue and
Paraplegic person

Please Help Javed
Igbal, alegal Canadian en-
trant on a MINISTER'S
Permit, who became com-
pletely paraplegicin abad
car accident. By the Grace
of God hesurvived after long
hospitalization. Theinsur-
ance company hasexhaused
all the specifiedfund on his
treatment.

Now hetotally depends
on the community for help.
Hedoesnot have any ac-
cesstotheOntarioHealth
I nsurancePland and Serv-
ices Assistance until the
year 2003 (proof of docu-
ments can be sent on re-
quest).

Pleasecomeforward and
generoudy spareevenadol-
lar for thisinnocent person.
May God help you, bless
you and reward youinthis

tionwould begrestly appre-
ciated.

Please make cheques
payable to Javed Iqgbal,
403-180 Sheridan Ave.
Toronto, Ontario M6K
3C7. Phone (416) 588-
6667 or send it directly to
his bank account no
3140340, transit no.

 From the )
Qur'an

“There has
certainly been for
you in the
Messenger of
Allah an
excellent pattern
[to follow] for
anyone whose
hope is in Allah
and the Last Day
and [who]
remembers Allah
often.”

(Qur’an 33:21)

From the )
Hadith

“Both legal and illegal
things are evident,

al right? stand between you and Me, and worldandintheHereafter.  16042-004 TD bank, St. :

“Yes, but . . . Who are you,  trust Mewithyour life,” it sounds To those who have - Clair and Oakwood but in between them
and where are you?’ pretty scary. But when we let go, ready donated, my heartfelt  branch, 948 St. Clair Ave. there are doubtful

“l amthelLord, Jack. 'meve-  wefind freedom and safety in His thanksand any further dona= ~ West, TO, Ont. M6C 1C8 (unclear) things, and
rywhere.” hands.” most of the people

_ _ have no knowledge
Getting involved about them. So
important but train whoever saves

us from childhood: himself from these

a youth suggests doubtiul things, he
Continued from page 2 saves his religion and
girls have to sit in a study circle his hon'our. And.
most of thetime and haveall work whoever 'ndUIge_S =
and no play. | feel there should be these doubitful things,
some sort of balance here so that is like a shepherd
girls become interested in doing who grazes (his
thlngswhlleknowlngthattheywﬂl anlmals) near the
have some fun too. Hima (private

The last point | want to make
isthat youth are tired of going to paSture) of someone
conferences and hearing the same else, and at any
topicsover and over. | think akey moment he is liable
issue to talk about is how to deal to get in it. (O
with bgng aMuslim in thls k!nd people!) Beware!
of society. Another thing is being Every king has a
ableto appreciate being aMuslim . .
and not trying to hide our iden- Hima and the Hima
tity. Theyouth haveto faceit: they of Allah on the Earth
can be as Canadian or modern as is His illegal
they wish, but aslong astheir name (forbidden) things.
|sA|shaor Muhammad, they are Beware! There is a
going to be recognised as Mus- piece of flesh in the
lims. And it isimportant to learn body. If it becomes
not to be ashamed of it. :

Like | said before, we are the good (reformed), the
future. Things like this should be whole body becomes
included in the lectures and con- good, but if it gets
ferences. | am not t.rylng.tq blame SpOiIt, the whole
or offend anyone; just giving my body gets spoilt and
opinion and looking at this issue . C
from another perspective. that is the heart.

Zarreen W\arsi \ (Bukhari 1:49) /
The Ambition is published bi-monthly. Five thousand copies are being pub- The Ambition Agzkgl\jvh;g Co—ordln;t;re?nsvﬁ?;;Reporter
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Celebrating the Prophet’s Birthday:The Ruling
on Maulud-un-Nabi

Many people have asked
about the ruling concerning cel-
ebrating the birthday of the
Prophet (pbuh), standing up for
him, sending Salaam (greetings)
upon him, and reading Surahsfrom
the Qur’an during such celebra-
tions, holding gatherings of dhikr
(remembrance), doing various
things to show their joy, reciting
Qaseedahs and poems, and other
thingsthat are doneto commemo-
rate “Maulid,” which many peo-
ple celebrate on the 12th day of
Rabee’ al-Awwal each Hijri year.

Theanswer isthat itisnot per-
mitted to celebrate the birthday of
the Prophet (pbuh), or the birth-
day of any other person, because
thisisamatter that has beeninno-
vated inthereligion. The Prophet
(pbuh) did not do this, neither did
his successors, the Rightly-
Guided Khalifahs, or othersamong
his companions (may Allah be
pleased with them), or those who
followed them exactly (in faith)
during the best centuries--these
are the people who had the best
knowledge of the Sunnah of the
Prophet (pbuh), wholoved himthe
most and followed the Shari‘ah
most perfectly, better than any
who came after them.

It is proven that the Prophet
(pbuh) said: “Whoever innovates
something in this matter of ours
(i.e., Isam), will have it rejected
(i.e., itwill bethrown back at him).”
In another Hadith, he said: “| ad-
vise you to adhere to my Sunnah
and theway of the Rightly-Guided
Successorswhowill comeafter me,
and to cling stubbornly to it. Be-
ware of newly-invented things (in
religion), for every newly-invented
thing is an innovation and every
innovation is a going astray.”
Thesetwo Ahadith contain avery
stern warning against coming up
withinnovations (Bid"ah) and act-
ing on them.

Allah (swt) saysin His Clear
Book: “ And whatever the Messen-
ger hasgiven you, take; and what
he has forbidden you, refrain
from. And fear Allah; indeed, Al-
lah is severein penalty” (Qur’an
59:7). Another versementions. “ So
let those bewar e who dissent from
his[i.e., the Prophet’s] order, lest
Fitnah[i.e., dishelief, trials, afflic-
tions, etc.] strike them or a pain-
ful punishment” (Qur’an 24:63).

There are many other verses
that convey the same meaning.
Innovating things like “Maulid”
could be interpreted as meaning
that Allah (swt) did not complete
the religion for this Ummah, that
the Messenger (pbuh) failed to
convey tothisUmmah al that they
should do, until those people
came along later and innovated
things in the religion that Allah
(swt) had not permitted, claiming
that these were things that would
bring them closer to Him.

Without adoubt, thisisavery
serious matter, which indicates
opposition and resistance towards
Allah (swt) and His Messenger
(pbuh). Allah (swt) has perfected
the religion for His slaves and

completed His Favour upon them:
“ Thisday | have perfected for you
your religion and completed My
Favour upon you and have ap-
proved for you Islamasreligion”
(Qur’an 5:3). The Messenger
(pbuh) has conveyed the Mes-
sage clearly, and there is no way
of reaching Paradise and avoiding
Hell that he has not explained to
his Ummah, as is clear from the
authentic Hadith narrated by
“Abd-Allahibn Amr (ra), inwhich
the Messenger of Allah (pbuh)
said: “ Allah has not sent any
prophet but it was his duty to
point out to his Ummah the best
of what he knew, and to warn
them against the wor st of what he
knows’ (Muslim).

It is well known that our
Prophet (pbuh) isthe best and the
Seal of the Prophets, the most elo-
guent and the most sincere in ad-
vice. If celebrating hisbirthday had
been apart of thereligion that Al-
lah (swt) liked, His Prophet (pbuh)
would havetold hisUmmah about
it, and he would have doneit dur-
ing hislifetime, or hiscompanions
would have done it. Since noth-
ing of the sort happened, we
know that thisis not part of IsSlam
at all, rather it is one of the inno-
vations about which the Messen-
ger (pbuh) warned hisUmmah, as
stated in the Hadith quoted above.

Many scholars have con-
demned the practice of celebrat-
ing the Prophet’s birthday and
warned against it, in accordance
with the evidence quoted above
and other texts. Some of the later
scholars went against this and al-
lowed these celebrations as long
as they did not involve anything
forbidden such as exaggerating
about the Prophet (pbuh), mixing
between men and women, playing
musical instruments, etc. They
thought that this was a kind of
“Bid ah Hasana’ or good innova-
tion. But the rule is to refer dis-
puted matters to the Book of Al-
lah and the Sunnah of His Mes-
senger Muhammad (pbuh), asAl-
lah (swt) says: “ O you who have
believe, obey Allah and obey the
Messenger and those in author-
ity among you. And if you disa-
gree over anything, refer it to Al-
lah and the Messenger, if you
should believe in Allah and the
Last Day. That is the best [way]
and bestinresult” (Qur’an4:59).

S0, let usrefer thismatter, cel-
ebrating the birthday of the
Prophet (pbuh), to the Book of
Allah (swt). We find that the
Qur’ an commands usto follow the
Messenger (pbuh) in that which
he has brought to us, and warns
us to shun that which he has for-
bidden, and it tellsusthat thereli-
gion (Islam) has been completed
and perfected for this Ummah.
This celebration is not a part of
that which the Messenger (pbuh)
brought, so it is not a part of this
religionwhich Allah (swt) has per-

fected for usand in which He has
Commanded ustofollow HisMes-
senger (pbuh). Let us aso refer
this matter to the Sunnah of the
Prophet (pbuh). We will find that
he did not do this, or command
others to do it, and his compan-
ions (may Allah be pleased with
them) did not do it either. Soiit is
not part of the religion; it is a
newly-invented innovation, and
animitation of the Jawsand Chris-
tiansin their festivals.

It should be clear to anyone
who has the slightest common
sense, sincere desire for the truth
and open-mindedness, that cel-
ebrating the birthday of the
Prophet (pbuh) isnot a part of Is-
lam; itisan innovation, which Al-
lah (swt) and His Messenger
(pbuh) warned us against and told
us to shun. A wise person should
not be swayed by the fact that so
many peopleall over theworld do
this. Truth is not known by how
many peoplefollow it; it isknown
through the evidence of Shari*ah,
as Allah (swt) says of the Jews
and Christians: “ And they say,
‘None will enter Paradise except
onewhoisaJew or a Christian.’
That is [merely] their wishful
thinking. Say, ‘Produce your
proof, if you should be truthful’”
(Qur'an 2:111). Another verse
goes on to mention: “ And if you
obey most of those upon the
Earth, they will mislead you from
the way of Allah. They follow not
except assumption, and they are
not but falsifying” (Qur’an 6:116).

Somehow, celebrating
“Maulid” has become a sign of
one’'s “love” for the Prophet
(pbuh). However, Allah (swt) tells
usthat love of the Prophet (pbuh)
is demonstrated by following the
guidance he hasbrought: “ Say, [O
Muhammad], ‘If you should love
Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and for give you your
sins. And Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.” Say, ‘Obey Allah and
the Messenger.” But if they turn
away, then indeed, Allah does not
like the disbelievers” (Qur'an
3:31-32).

The first verse explains that
loveisjust aclaim, but the proof
of sincerity isfollowing what the
Prophet (pbuh) has brought. The
second versereaffirmstheimpor-
tance and necessity of obeying
Allah (swt) and His Messenger
(pbuh). Hence Allah (swt) ended
the verse with avery stern warn-
ing in which those who refuse to
obey are described as Ké&firs, and
Allah (swt) does not love the dis-
believers. We ask Allah (swt) to
keep us safe from that. The
Prophet (pbuh) told us of the dan-
ger of not obeying him, and the
danger of adding to what he has
brought. The celebration of
“Maulid” or hisbirthday isindeed
an addition to what he has
brought, as all the scholars agree.

The Prophet (pbuh) used to

mention in his Friday sermons:
“The best of speech is the Book
of Allah and the best of guidance
is the guidance of Muhammad.
The most evil of things are those
which are newly-invented (inreli-
gion), and every innovation is a
going astray” (Muslim).

Most of these “Maulid” cel-
ebrations, besides being Bid ah
(innovation), arealso not freefrom
other sinful practices, such asthe
mixing of men and women, use of
songs and musical instruments,
sometimes even the consumption
of alcohol and other intoxicants,
and other evils. They could even
involve something worse, which
is Shirk Al-Akbar, in the form of
exaggeration about the Prophet
(pbuh) or other so-called “saints’
(Auliyaa). They may even pray to
him, calling out for his help and
support, claiming that he knows
the Unseen, and other forms of
Kufr that many people indulgein
when they celebrate the birthday
of the Prophet (pbuh) or others
whomthey call Auliyaa.

In an authentic Hadith, the
Prophet (pbuh) said: “ Beware of
going to extremes in religion, for
those who came before you were
destroyed by their going to ex-
tremesinreligion.” Healso said:
“Do not exaggerate about me as
the Christians exagger ated about
the son of Maryam. | am only a
slave, so say ‘the slave and Mes-
senger of Allah’” (Bukhari). It is
most strange indeed that many
people make huge effortsto attend
these innovated gatherings and to
defend them, when they do not do
this in the case of the duties that
have been enjoined on them, like
attending Jumu’ah (Friday)
prayers and prayers in congrega
tion. They do not care about these
duties and do not think that they
are doing anything wrong. There
isno doubt that thisisdueto weak-
ness of faith, lack of understand-
ing and the effects of sins piling
up in one's heart. We ask Allah
(swt) to keep us and all the Mus-
limssafefrom that.

Some people think that the
Prophet (pbuh) actually attends
the “Maulid” celebration, so they
stand up to greet and welcome
him. This is a serious falsehood
and aform of grossignorance. The
Messenger of Allah (pbuh) will
not come out of hisgrave, or con-
tact anybody, or attend any gath-
erings. Hewill remainin hisgrave
until the Day of Resurrection, and
his soul isin the highest "llliyoon
(Paradise), with his Lord in the
Abode of Honour, as Allah (swt)
says: “ Thenindeed, after that you
are to die. Then indeed, you, on
the Day of Resurrection, will be
resurrected” (Qur’'an 23:15-16).
The Prophet (pbuh) said: “ I will
be the first whose grave will be
opened on the Day of Resurrec-
tion, and | will be the first to in-
tercede and the first to be asked

to intercede.”

The above verse and Hadith,
and others that say the same
thing, all indicate that the Prophet
(pbuh) and everyone elsewho has
died will only emerge from their
gravesonthe Day of Resurrection.
Thisissomething onwhich all the
Muslim scholarsagree; thereisno
controversy here. Every Muslim
should pay attention to these mat-
ters and be careful to avoid the
innovations and illusions intro-
duced with no authority or permis-
sionfrom Allah (swt) by thosewho
areignorant. Allah (swt) istheOne
whomwe ask for help, andinHim
we put our trust. Thereisno power
and no strength except with Him.

Sending prayersand blessings
upon the Prophet (pbuh) is one of
the righteous deeds that bring a
person closer to Allah (swt), as
Allah (swt) says: “ Indeed, Allah
confers blessing upon the
Prophet, and HisAngels[ask Him
to do so]. O you who have be-
lieved, ask [Allah to confer]
blessing upon him and ask [Al-
lahto grant him] peace” (Qur’an
33:56). The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Whoever sends one blessing on
me, Allah will send ten on him.”
This sending of blessings is rec-
ommended on all occasions, and
is prescribed at the end of every
prayer, indeed, according to all
scholars, it is obligatory in the fi-
nal Tashahhud of every Salat
(prayer), and it is Sunnah
Mu’akkadah (confirmed Sunnah)
on a number of other occasions,
such as after the Adhan (call to
prayer), when the Prophet (pbuh)
is mentioned, and during the day
and night of Jumu'ah (i.e., from
Maghrib on Thursday until
Maghrib on Friday), asisindicated
in anumber of Ahadith.

We ask Allah (swt) to help us
and all the Muslimsto understand
His religion and adhere to it, to
bless us al by making us follow
the Sunnah, and to protect usfrom
Bid‘'ah, for He is the Most Kind
and Generous. May Allah (swt)
bless our Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh), and his family and com-
panions.

Source - http://www.islam-ga.com/

For further reading: “ The Observ-
ance of Mawlid An-Nabawi and Other
Birthdays’ by Umm Muhammad (Abul
Qasim Publications).
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CIC’s Third Annual Conference:
Changing The Media’'s Effects

Reported by Asma Warsi

There is entertainment and
then there is Value-Added Enter-
tainment. This was the focus of
the Third Annual Conference of
the Canadian Islamic Congress
(CIC), held on the beautiful sunny
morning of Saturday, May 6, 2000,
at the Ramada Inn across from
TARIC Idlamic Centrein Toronto.

The session opened with the
recitation from the Holy Qur’an
and wel coming remarksfrom Pro-
fessor Mohamed Elmasry, Presi-
dent of CIC. Several awardswere
also given to people for certain
services to the community.

The Award for Acts of Hero-
ism was given to Mohammad
Nematian-Zaroor who had coura-
geously helped save a wounded
Toronto policeofficer in 1999.

Awards for Media Excellence
went to Eric Margolis of The To-
ronto Sun, and Haroon Sddiqui
of The Toronto Star, whereas
Haroon Salamat, President of
TARIC, got the Award in Recog-
nition of Excellence and Dedica-
tion in Serving Local Communi-
ties.

The Youth Community Service
Award was given to Abdul
Rahman Lawendy of London, On-
tario, amedical student who bicy-
cled 7,400 km across Canada to
raise donations for Bosnia.

Finally, a User-Friendly
Mosque Award, to recognise a
mosque for outstanding effortsto
serve the entire community, espe-

ISSA Conference

continued from page 16

Dr. Basheer Ahmed, Dr. Aly
Abuzaakouk, Rashad Vahed,
Rosemarie Chadwick, Judith
Mohammad, and Hafisaah Abdur
Rahim.

By far, the highlight of the con-
ference was the fund-raising din-
ner speech by Dr. Ahmad Sakr,
which helpedto raise over $40,000
for ISSA's helpful activities. Dr.
Sakr’s thought-provoking and
humorous remarks (“1 am at your
service, use me, abuse me, reuse
me! | will help in whatever way |
can”) helped to open people’'s
hearts and walletstowardsthe fu-
ture of social services in North
America

| SSA thanksthe many organi-
sations that helped sponsor this
conference, including Islamic
Party of North America, Islamic
Social Services Resource Agency,
Muslim Community Centre for
Human Services, Mudlim Welfare
Centre, and Hidayat Muslim Fam-
ily and Child Centre.

For more information about
I SSA and their activities, you can
visit their website at http://
Www.issaservices.com/. Toorder
audio/video copies of the above
resourceful speeches, please call
Br. TariqHussain at (416) 562-2262.
Prices: Audio US$2.50 and Video
US$5.00 (shipping included).

On Our Lives

cially the needs of youth and
women, went to the Islamic Cen-
treof Kingston, Ontario (Kingston
Mosque). The award included
$100 from CIC and $100 from
CCMW (Canadian Council of
Muslim Women).

After the coffee break, thefirst
panel session began. “Does the
Entertainment Industry Reflect
Canadian Values?’ was the topic
of discussion. Interestingly, the
speakers were selected from the
Canadian mainstream media and
included Mr. Fil Fraser, President
of Vison TV, Mr. Richard Landau,
Executive Producer of CTS, Mr.
Michael Coren, CTSTV host and
columnist with The Toronto Sun,
and awell-known children’sstory-
writer, RukhsanaK han.

In his speech, Mr. Fraser
brought many good points about
the entertainment industry in
Canada: “It is a business and is
value-neutral,” he said. In this
changing society, it is hard to say
what are “Canadian Values,” he
noted. Vison TV, hesaid, provides
a platform for every culture and
religion, so “you can seeyourself”
on this channel. Thereis alot of
stereotyping, racism, and sexism
inthemedia, but the only solution
isto “put in good stuff intoit,” he
said.

Sister Rukhsana cleared a
myth about the media: “Most peo-
plethink itiscontrolled by Jews,”
she said, “but it is not true. It just
happens that they are the people
who support and buy the most
books and time slots on TV, etc.
Hence they have the greatest ef-
fect onthemedia.” But, according
to her, thereisashift inthevalues
and it can also be as much posi-
tive asit can be negative. She to-
tally rejected the popular ideathat
there is a conspiracy against eth-
nic or religious minorities to ex-
clude them from the mainstream
media. “ Onthe contrary,” shesaid,
“they don’t know how to include
them.” And that’s where we have
to be openly available to guide
them.

Mr. Landau, while feeling
proud about Canada for being a
|eader in documetariesand anima-
tion, admitted that the mediaonly
represents the values of a very
narrow segment of Canadian so-
ciety and isdriven by economics.
“Muslims have a role to play to
criticise the Canadian media,” he
said. “Muslims have a challenge.
You have to give as much as you
take,” he announced. “Tell right
fromwrong,” hesaid.

“Media affects people’s opin-
ion about things and people be-
lieve what is presented to themin
the form of advertising,” said
Michael Coren. “Our familiesare
being raped everyday by the en-
tertainment industry,” he compas-
sionately declared. He empha-
sised on demanding the mediafor
eternal virtues, which are agreed
upon by peopleof all faiths, rather
than ever-changing values, that
arebeing forced upon theviewers
in the name of “lifestyle liberal-
ism.” Healso said that it wastime
that al faiths join hands together
and say “enough is enough.”

During the panel discussion,
some important and interesting
ideas came up. It was suggested
that people should lobby the TV
channels to produce family-
friendly programs and contact the
advertiserswho sponsor vulgar or
biased programs to inform them
politely about what is offensive.
Moreover, parents have a duty to
teach their childrento usethe TV
and Internet wisely and flip the
channel if something does not
confirmto their morality.

At this point, the session ad-
journed for a delicious lunch that
was arranged by CIC and served
at TARIC Idamic Centre. After the
lunch and Zuhr prayer, the audi-
ence watched the video presenta-
tion of the day’s keynote speaker,
Dr. Jamal Badawi, who could not
come to the conference in person
due to some unforeseen reasons.

Dr. Badawi’s speech was
about the Islamic Perspective of

Continued on page 12
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retired after nearly 30 years, he
estimates that he has produced
more than 3,000 hour-long radio
programsand morethan 3,200 half-
hour television programs. He is
perhaps best known for “Radio
Jultrung” and “Jafry’s TV Asia’
sharing credit with hiswife Farida
Nuzhat Jafry, but he also produced
Islamicradio programsand helped
in the introduction of the “Islam
in Focus” and the “Muslim
Chronicle” programsonVisonTV.

Mr. Jafry’soriginal profession
and education was in textile pro-
duction, but he began a side busi-
ness showing Indian movies in
school auditoriums. Later, a gen-
erous severance package pro-
vided himwiththefinancial means
to becomeafull-time producer and
when CHIN radio becamelicensed
and ran as a source of non-Eng-
lish radio broadcast he bought one
hour per week for his own live
show, often playing borrowed In-
dian and Pakistani music records.

His commitment and invest-
ment deepened in the early 70's
when he bought the College Cin-
emaand later the Parliament Cin-
emaand ran South Asian movies.
He also organized live entertain-
ment programs and soon began a
second radio show.

Although he had begun some
television programming asearly as
1969 on community Cable TV in
Scarborough, it wasinthelate 70's
that he began producing programs
for network television with Voice
of Asiaand then Sounds of Asia.
Throughout the 1980’s he ex-
panded his radio broadcasting,
including Islamic programs such
asQur'aneKareemon 790 radio.

In the 1990's Mr. Jafry again
broke new ground in community
programming by producing live
television broadcasts and Canada-
wide Telethons, including an ex-
tremely successful one for the
Scarborough Muslim Association
that resulted in 1400 pledge calls
and helped to eventually raiseover
amilliondollars.

Most broadcast mediarelieson
advertising revenues for support.
Mr. Jafry was often his own best
customer, cross-promoting his
other businesses on the TV and
radio programs. He stresses the
importance of creating a base of
finance, experience and knowl-
edge. One should be prepared to
finance their personal and busi-
ness expenses for at least three
months (until advertisers come)
and be prepared to lose up to
$30,000. According to hisfigures,
radio airtime now costs about
$500/hr to buy and television time
rangesfrom $800 to $1500 per half-
hour.

Mr. Jafry says that most tel-
evision stationsregard ethnic pro-
gramming as a“circus’ and give
them “dead” time-slots such as
Saturday mornings and evenings
for broadcast. Television stations
have operating costs in the
$20,000-25,000/hr range which
they can make up during prime
time, so they just try to save pro-
duction costs by offering other

the media

timedlotsfor ethnic programming.
Except for community cable sta-
tions, ethnic television programs
are usually recorded in private
studios. Studios cost about
$250,000 to set-up, but could be
rented for about $100-200/hour
plus editing costs.

Mr. Jafry isavaluableasset in
therole of executive producer for
start-ups because television sta-
tions will only give time-slots
when assured that the producer is
experienced, will adhereto broad-
cast laws, and provide some qual-
ity of production.

When asked why healso helps
inthe broadcasts of other religious
communities, he saysthat heisa
firm believer in1slam and consid-
ers himself to be doing dawah
work. He figures that he is per-
haps the largest Muslim broad-
caster in the world with his pro-
grams seen in 71 countries. He
saysthat Muslims are themselves
very “anti-lslam” and portray |s-
laminthewrong way, “Whileour
Prophet [on whom be peace]
called and reached out to talk to
non-Muslims, our community
does not make the [same] effort
talk to non-Muslims.”

Bashir Khan, President of
Third World Broadcasting Inc.,
also recently marked 25 years of
broadcasting since arriving as a
fresh college graduate from Paki-
stanintheearly 1970's. Mr. Khan
started hisfirst programin 1974in
Hamilton on the community cable
station. In 1982, he launched his
first commercia Pakistani TV pro-
gram on Globa Television net-
work. Later,in 1989 hestarted his
weekly program on Vision TV
whichiscurrently running as“Vi-
sions of Pakistan”. The show is
an eclectic combination of news,
entertainment and religious seg-
ments recorded in a studio or on-
site or from other broadcast
sources.

One of the distinguishing fea-
turesthat setsMr. Khan apart from
many ethnic and religious broad-
castersisthetime, effort and cost
he puts towards professional
graphicsand editing. The45-sec-
ond introduction to his show cost
several thousand dollars to pro-
duce, but creates a dramatic sig-
nature. With so many different
types of content for only a half-
hour show, he carefully plans the
broadcast time in segments rang-
ing from several secondsto afew
minutes. He also considers how
segments are arranged and the
way in which they flow from one
to another. With foresight he cre-
ates an extensive video library of
original interviews for future use
as required for a given occasion.
Theinterview format playsalarger
rolein Mr. Khan'srelatively new
“lslamin Canada” television pro-
gram whichisbroadcast on CTS.

As part of his formal educa-
tion for this business, Mr. Khan
took extensive coursesin manage-
ment and business administration
aswell astraininginjournaismand
radio and TV broadcasting. His
wifeisalso active in his business

We are gtaparents.com

In December of last year, the Board of Trustees
for the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) put into
effect apolicy on sexual orientation. The purpose of
this policy was, ostensibly, to combat homophobia
— the harassment and intimi dation of gaysand leshi-
ans. But the policy in fact goes far beyond that.

The policy clearly sets forth an agenda for the
promotion of the homosexual lifestyle as being good
and normal. It also callsfor promoting thisideain all
areasof thecurriculumand at al gradelevels. Whether
your child isdoing finger painting in kindergarten or
studying OAC calculus, he or shewill betargeted for
thiskind of teaching.

The TDSB's draft Human Rights Policy defines
homophobiaasincluding even feelingsof “ disquiet.”
In other words, if someone even vaguely thinks ho-
mosexuality ismorally wrong, heor sheisconsidered
homophobic.

What You Can Do

1. Tell Others!

Communicate thefollowing factsto as many peo-
ple as possible:

The TDSB’s Anti-Homophobia Policy makes it
compulsory to teach children of ALL agesin ALL
gradesthat homosexual lifestylesare normal.

Sections of the policy go against the spiritual tra-
ditions and observances of many large communities
that cherish traditional family values. Many teachers
will have to choose between their faith or thisTDSB
policy!

This policy provides for NO alternatives to par-
ents and parental consent is NOT required.

The TDSB adopted this policy without full public
hearings. Many teachers and principals did not even

know that this policy was adopted!

2.Know Your Rights!

By law, schoolsare required to remove your
child from any teaching that conflictswith your
spiritual or religious traditions. If you as a par-
ent or guardian write a letter to your child’'s
school, you can make sure your child is not
taught beliefs that you disagree with. See sam-
pleletter for more details.

The Board of Trustees at the Toronto Dis-
trict School Board are elected by the people.
They are up for re-election in November 2000.
Make sure you vote for a school trustee candi-
date that supports your values!

Write to the Toronto District School Board
(TDSB) trustees demanding that implementation
be withheld until the document is made avail-
ablefor full, city-wide public consultation.

3. You CAN MakeaDifferencel!

Make surethe TDSB livesup to its promise
to implement a faith accommodation policy by
thenew schooal year, September 2000. Thispolicy
can offer some protection to children of faith
communities. See accomodation measures for
Muslim Community. Visit our website.

Volunteer your timetowork with concerned
groupsthat areinvolved in trying to bring about
the desired change in policies and practices.

If you would like to volunteer with
gtaparents, please contact us.

L obby membersof theprovincia government
to get thisinequitable policy changed.

Date:
TothePrincipa of

LETTER REQUESTING RELIGIOUSACCOMM ODATION

Schooal,

Dear Ms./Mr.

ammaking thisrequest.

| amwriting you to request religious accommodation for my child/ren attending
your school. In adiverse society such as ours, tolerance and mutual respect are
important in creating aharmoniousamaospherein our schools. Itisinthisspirit that |

In accordance with the Ontario Human Rights Commission’s Policy on Creed
and the Accommodeation of ReligiousObservances, | am respectfully requesting edu-
cationd dternativesfor my child/ren
ingrade/s :

Thepolicy statesthat “when aperson’sreligiousbeliefs conflict with arequire-
ment, qualification or practice” in schoolsand workplaces, then these placeshavea
“duty” to accommodate that person. | am requesting alternativesfor my children
shouldissuesof sexudity betaught in any areaof the school curriculum, including the
introduction of books, videos, guest speakers, and literature.

For membersof my faith group, all mattersrel ated to sexuality, including sexual
orientation, aredetermined by our religion, which weregard asour primary source of
guidancein such matters. | would also request that | beinformed prior to theintro-
duction of any curriculadealing with sexudity.

| appreciatethat in the past, schoolshave respected faith communitiesby provid-
ing exemptionsfrom sexual education upon req ol will actin
accordance with the existing humanrightslegis continueto
promotethevaluesof equity andinclusion.

Respectfully yours,

Signyour name.
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his program is generally financed
by one-time and regular monthly
donations from individuals. The
annual fund-raising dinner isone
of the best-known and attended
community events in Toronto as
isthe Eid Party for children.

Initsearly yearsinthe 1980's,
the program format was strictly a
sober monologue by Mr. Gad with
no other features. But gradually,
he managed to improve the back-
ground settings, added more
graphics and occasional video
and created a softer, kinder per-
sona by shedding his glasses and
smilingmore. Now, the Eid party,
the use of illustrated stories and
contests for children are unique
and important features of Mr.
Gad's program and combineto go
along way to encourage both chil-
dren and adults by letting them see
that religious programs need not
alwaysbeglum

Jawad Jafry is an example of
what the “ Second Generation” of
Musdlimsin North Americacan do.
Born and raised in Toronto, he
couldn’t help but learn from his
parents business (see above), but
he also enrolled in the Radio and
TV Artsprogram at Ryerson Uni-
versity in 1984.

In his second year at Ryerson
he became more aware of 1slam
and realized how the mediacould
be important to convey the mes-
sage. Heworked for awhilewith
Mr. Gad on the children’s stories
segment of Reflections on Islam,
writing the script, voice-oversand
sound-effects. He enjoyed it so
much that in finishing his degree,
Jawad changed hisoriginal direc-
tion and took Children’'s Broad-
casting. As part of a project he
came up with an“ Adam’sWorld”
proposal with elements to meet
cognitive and production stand-
ards.

After graduation, Jawad free-
lanced until joining up with
SoundVision of Chicago, a Mus-
l[im media company that would
produce documentaries and chil-
dren’s programming for the video
market. Jawad directed and wrote
part of SoundVision'sfirst video,
“Let’'sPray” with“Adam”, apup-
pet Muslim character. Originally
designed for childreninthe3to 5
year-old age category, the video
proved to be extremely popular
with higher age groups too. In
1991 the Adam’s World series of
videoswasformally launched and
by this year there will have been
nearly a dozen produced.

Jawad and Sound Vision
display North American-style acu-
men in their approach. They
analyze the market to see what
people ask for, estimate the time
and cost involved, and the sub-
jects that are covered. Some pro-
grams could cost as much as
$2,000 per minute to produce.
However, esthetically pleasing and
informative materials have to be
produced in order to reach Mus-
lims and non-Muslims.  About
half of the costs involved in the
venture are overhead-related in-

Muslims in the TV media: A local survey

cluding packaging and marketing,
but the company aims to recover
their costs of production in the
firstyear.

SoundVision’s start-up
was financed by sales and dona-
tions. Later, it changed from anot-
for-profit to afor profit company
and increased its production and
marketing capacity to be able to
produce and sell more. Sound Vi-
sion now has 3 officeslocated Chi-
cago, Toronto and London (U.K.)
and about 12 full-time people.

Jawad describes the Muslim
world as a “cultural dumping
ground” where programs pro-
duced in the West are sold at a
very cheap price. Thisdeflatesthe
cultural industries of the Muslim
countries and creates a disincen-
tiveto producelocal programming.

“Cultural Imperialism” convinces
people that the West isto be emu-
lated, hesays, “If youcanendave
the minds of the people, you don’t
need troops on the ground.”

In the United States,
SoundVision has interns come in
on a regular basis. In Toronto,
Jawad does have ahigh-school co-
op student, but cautionsthat with-
out formal training alot of timecan
betaken upinlearning the basics.
SoundVisionlooksfor peoplewith
skills in writing, graphic design,
Internet Web-page design, re-
search skills, and needsvolunteers
in production crews.

The Scarborough Muslim As-
sociation has for many years pro-
duced the Muslim Chronicle on
Vision TV. However, thisprogram
has undergone recent changes

whereby the current presentation
is made by another organization
usualy in the Urdu language and
often with non-original content re-
corded overseas. One of thelong-
time previous hosts of the pro-
gram, Tarek Fatah, had been inter-
viewed in an earlier issue of the
Ambition. During histenure, the
program usually included local
persons and discussed current
domestic and international politi-
cal and social affairs affecting
Mudlims.

What conclusions can be
drawn from this brief and limited
survey of Muslim TV media pro-
ducers? While there has been
some recent proliferation in the
number and interest of Muslims
involved in this field, only a few
members of the community now

havethe experience, skillsand sus-
tained financing to consistently
produce high-quality program-
ming. Imaginethe possibilitiesif
capableMudlimsfollowed thelead
of mainstream mediacompaniesin
North Americaby merging or co-
operating to combine their
strengths and increase their
efficiencies and competitiveness
in the marketplace. The GTA is
home to many peopleswith many
messages to share. Should not
Muslims, having the Best Mes-
sage, present it in the language of
the people who have not heard it
and should they not do so in a
manner that is in fact the best?
Instead of being vulnerable con-
sumersinthe marketplace of idess,
Muslims can become suppliers of
the best provisions for all.
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World Affairs

by Safoora Ahmad

As the world denounced the
massacre of innocent Kosovars,
thousands of Kashmiris continue
to bleed. While the Serbian gov-
ernment was condemned for de-
nying citizens some basic rights,
the Indian government continues
to commit some of the worst hu-
man rightsviolationsin history.

For over half a century, the
Kashmiri people have been down-
graded by the Indian government
and treated aslower than animals.
The beautiful valley of Kashmir
has been turned into a concentra-
tion camp. These and many other
facts may come as a surprise to
many, for the truth about the con-
flict in Kashmir has been hidden
fromtheinternational community.
Themediaportraysit aslittle more
than afreedom struggle by a few
fanatics. On the surface, it seems
no more than afight between two
stubborn nations over a piece of
territory.

So the world was caught by
surprise at the recent clash in
Kargil. Kashmir has been brought
back to theworld'sattention. It can
no longer be ignored. By turning
ablind eye on the atrocities of the
Indian government, asit did onthe
excessive demands of Hitler, the
world isasking for a Third World
War. Only standing up against in-
justice can prevent this. Peace and
justice can be established in Kash-
mir through a thorough under-
standing of itshistory, people, and

The Conflict Over

present situation.

Historically, theland of Kash-
mir has been visited by a number
of conquerors and has passed
through the hands of various rul-
ers. “ The kings of Kashmir ex-
celled as conquerors. Kashmiris
became famous throughout Asia
aslearned, cultured, and humane,
and the intellectual contribution
of writers, poets, musicians, sci-
entists to the rest of India was
comparable to that of Ancient
Greeceto European civilisation”
(Schofield, Victoria. “Kashmir in
the Crossfire.” London: |. B.
Tauris, 1996).

Kashmir’s splendid history
coupled with

Kashmir

treaty with the British that in ef-
fect, gave himthe status of an in-
dependent princely ruler of Kash-
mir. He added to his dominion by
conquering Ladakh. Ghulab
Sngh died in 1857 and was re-
placed by Rambir Sngh (1857-
1885). Two other Maharajas,
Partab Singh (1885-1925) and
Hari Sing (1925-1949) ruled in
succession” .
(http:/Aww.ummah.org.uk/).
Asrevoltswere uncommon, it
may be assumed that most con-
guerors were either welcomed by
Kashmirisfor having rid their land
of atyrannical ruler, or accepted
for having treated their subjects

Around the sametime, neighbour-
ing India was demanding inde-
pendencefrom British colonidism.
After Independence, the Muslim
minorities of Indiafelt threatened
by the Hindu majority govern-
ment, which did not address their
concerns. As a result, another
state (i.e., Pakistan) was created
for Muslims.

Finding themselves between
the two states and looking for an
end to their sufferings under their
Hindu ruler, Kashmiris (being
mostly Muslim) naturally felt in-
clined to join adjacent Pakistan:
“ According to the instruments of
partition of Indiain 1947, therul-

ers of princely

itsbreathtaking
landscape has
madeittimeand
again as vul-
nerableasana
tion: “In 1757,
it was con-
quered by

To tell a Kashmiri militant to put down his gun,
is to tell him to continue his suffering silently
as did those before him, for the world is deaf to
the cries of his raped mothers, sisters, and
daughters, and blind to the wounds of his

fathers, brothers, and sons.

states were given
the choice to freely
accedeto either In-
dia or Pakistan, or
to remain inde-
pendent.  They
were, however, ad-
vised to accede to

Ahmed Shah
Durrani and became part of Af-
ghanistan. In 1819, Ranjit Singh
conquered Kashmir and made it
part of his Skh empire. In 1846,
when the British defeated the
Skhs and annexed Punjab, they
sold Kashmir to Ghulab Singh of
Jammu for 7.5 million rupees un-
der the Treaty of Amritsar. Ghulab
Singh, who entitled himself the
Maharaja, signed a separate

(i.e., theKashmiris) well. After the
rule of Ghulab Singh (1857) how-
ever, Kashmir became restless:
“ Ghulab Snghand hissuccessors
ruled Kashmir in a tyrannical
and repressiveway” (ibid).
Public uprisings were ruth-
lessly crushedin 1931. Thisledto
the formation of Kashmir’s first
political party: the All Jammu and
Kashmir Muslim Conference.

Chechnya is Bleeding

Kavkaz-Tsentr reports:
(http:/Iwww.kavkaz.org/)

Moreand moreprisonersinthe
Russian concentration camp of
Chernokozovo report satanic
crimes committed by the Putinists
and Kremlin mercenaries.

According to these eye-wit-
nesses the guards of the concen-
tration camp, while torturing the
prisoners, frankly admit belonging
to a satanic movement and that
their task isthe physical and moral
destruction of Muslims. The
higher-up guards, calling them-
selves officers, frankly admit that
they were ordered by the Kremlin
to physically destroy not lessthen
150,000 young Chechen men and
women.

Prisoners report that not less
than 200 children, aged between
10and 15, arekept inthecamp and
are subjected to maiming and sa-
tanic torture. The Russians have
cut off thefingers, noses, and ears
of hundreds of prisoners. Many
inmates' feet and handsare cut off.
They die several days later.

According to Daud Rizvanov
from Shali, aprisoner who escaped
from the camp, the Russian guards,
intoxicated by vodka and narcot-
ics, even cut of f pieces of the bod-
iesof still living people, bail these
pieces and eat them before the
eyes of the other prisoners. They
did thiswith thebody the 17-year-
old Aslan Supyanov from Maas.
It is reported that the guards tor-

turetheir victimsto death by ram-
ming empty sub-machinegun car-
tridges into their bodies. After-
wardsthey often rapethe corpses.

The rape of the corpses is
practised infull view of other pris-
oners. The guards wear black
masks. After these acts of necro-
philia the guards announce to the
prisoners who the next victim is
going to be.

Ibragim Vakhayev confirms
that he witnessed the murder of a
10-year-old boy whose name he
doesn’'t know. The corpse was
raped by five guards with black
masks, cut to pieces afterwards
and put into a plastic sack. The
Prosecutor-General of the ChRI
hasmadeit known that special in-
quiries about the mass atrocities
in the concentration camp of
Chernokozovo are being made.

Patrick Cockburn writes for
The Independent: (17 February
2000)

http://www.independent.co.uk

Herearesomeexcerptsfromhis
article which can be read at the
above website address.

"Ruslan, a 21-year-old man
from Grozny, the Chechen capital,
who doesnot want to give hisfam-
ily name, isone of thefew prison-
ersto be freed. He
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ing could be worse than the rub-
ber sticks. Then | realised that the
rubber stickswere nothingin com-
parison to the hammer." When
Ruslan was first arrested he was
stripped of hisclothesand kept in
aspecialy refrigerated room at the
camp in Chernokozovo..."

" General Viktor Kazantsev, the
Russian army commander in the
north Caucasus, announced that
all Chechen males between the
ages of 10 and 60 would be con-
sidered as suspects..."

“They areliteraly being killed
here, onejust hasto hear thecries
of robust healthy guys whose
bones are being broken,...”

"There is growing evidence
that the treatment inflicted on the
Chechen prisoners by Russian
soldiersisequal in brutality to that
suffered by Bosnian Muslims in
the early Ninetiesfor which some
of the perpetratorsarenow ontrial
for war crimes..."

"Ruslan was among the first
Chechens taken by van to
Chernokozovo...As the prisoners
left the van, they were forced to
run between lines of soldierswho
beat them with rubber batons. The
Russian soldiers, whowereaways
masked, worked in shiftsof twelve
to carry out the beatings. “I was
like a ball between them,” says
Ruslan. The only Russian whom
he saw unmasked was the official
investigator. Ruslan said: “He
knew | wasafighter.”

the contiguous do-
minion, taking into consideration
the geographical and ethnic is-
sues’ (ibid).

Although the people of Kash-
mir demanded to join Pakistan, the
Maharaja (under Indian pressure)
agreed to join India. By making
this agreement without the con-
sent of his people, the Mahargja
sold Kashmir and her people, like
a commodity with no value, at a
very low price. As afamous poet
once put it: “ Each hill, each gar-
den, field / Each farmer too they
sold / A nation for a price/ That
makes my blood ice-cold”
(Muhammad Igbdl).

Lord Mountbatten, Governor-
General of India, accepted the
Mahargja’'s decision, under the
condition of afree and impartial
plebiscite. India has since ob-
structed every effort to hold a

plebiscite. In fact, India has used
every possible means to keep
Kashmir under her control.

“On the contrary, Pakistan
has a positive cause to offer and
the people of Kashmir have on
several occasions made no dis-
tinction between Kashmir and
Pakistan. The people of Pakistan
and Kashmir are linked by com-
mon frontiers, and their religion
is Islam. The people of Pakistan
have always supported and are
supporting the right of self-deter-
mination and plebiscite under
the supervision of the UN. They
have fought and are fighting
against occupation forces shoul-
der to shoulder voluntarily with
Kashmiris’
(http://www.ummah.org.uk/).

Liketheir brethrenin occupied
Palestine, the Muslims of Kash-
mir are determined to break free
from the clutches of illegal occu-
pation. What tiesthem with many
other oppressed people in the
world istheir struggle for justice:
“Kashmiris are an undaunted
people. They do not fear any
Earthly god. No goddess of
wealth or power can allure them.
Nor old winein new bottles could
ever satisfy them. Look at how
beautifully Napoleon Bonaparte
defined the goal of mankind on
Earth: ‘There are only two pow-
ers in the world, the sword and
the spirit. In the long run, the
sword is always defeated by the
spirit’™” (ibid).

The spirit of self-determination
is a unifying factor in the other-
wise culturally and ethnically di-
verse Kashmir. Among its many
attempts to weaken the struggle
of self-determination, the Indian
government sowed seeds of ha-
tred and mistrust between the dif-
ferent ethnic groups in Kashmir.

Continued on page 7

"The beatings appear to be
aimed at maiming young
Chechens, breaking their ribsand
fingers and bursting their ear-
drums. From 6 p.m.to 11 p.m. the
prisoners were forced to stand
withtheir armsraised. “Heread out
a decree that was on his desk,”
said Ruslan. “It said that 150,000
Chechens have to pass through
thefiltration camps.” The official
investigator added that the pur-
pose of the camp was that those
who survived would go out of it
“crippledfor therest of their lives.”

"Ruslan claims that the sol-

dierswho were guarding the pris-
oners were raping the detained
women, including girls as young
as 13. Confirming the account of
the Russian soldier who servedin
Chernokozovo, Ruslan says the
guards also raped the men. Peter
Bruckaert, agpokesman for Human
Rights Watch, said the accounts
of rape and mistreatment from the
first prisoners coming out of the
filtration camps are consistent
with each other. He addsthat there
have been massive round-ups of
Chechens over the last few
weeks."
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Continued from page 6
This plan however has backfired,
for the Kashmiri struggle hasonly
intensified. Although the
Kashmiris have become divided
on many lines, India’s brutal sup-
pression over the years has alien-
ated even the minoritieswho pre-
viously favoured ascension to In-
dia

“ Even the Indian media has
acknowledged that Kashmir has
been severed fromIndia both psy-
chologically and politically”
(ibid). Various political groups

The Conflict Over Kashmir

that in spite of 43 years of social
engineering and military subju-
gation, the Kashmiris had not ac-
cepted occupation and remained
determined to liberate themsel ves
fromIndian rule” (Faruqi, M. H.
“Born To BePekistani, Fighting To
Be Free.” Impact International,
April 1999).

The valley of Kashmir seems
to be locked in time. The present
situation doesn’t look much dif-

have sprung up in Kash-
mir. Whereasearlier gen-
erations focused on
peaceful meansand tried
toarriveat apolitical so-
[ution, the generations| ==

that followed, resorted b=

more and more to mili-
tancy.

This should not|s===
come as a surprise, for | & ==
the youth that are lead-
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ing the struggle today, were born
“under occupation.” They do not
know the peaceful Kashmir their
forefathersknew. Totell aKashmiri
militant to put down hisgun, isto
tell him to continue his suffering
silently as did those before him,
for theworld isdeaf to the cries of
his raped mothers, sisters, and
daughters, and blind to the
wounds of his fathers, brothers,
and sons.

Many of Kashmir’s political
groups have resorted to militancy
only after struggling long and hard
unsuccessfully to solve their is-
sue politically. Although each
group hasitsown view of the con-
flictin Kashmir, their objectivesare
the same: mobilising the popula-
tion, paralysing the Indian admin-
istration, and in-

ferent from what 1t did 4/ years
ago. Asone Kashmiri leader said:
“History has seen such times,
when the crime was committed by
amoment, but the punishment was
suffered by centuries’ (Schofield).
Not only wasthe crime (i.e., sub-
jugation of Kashmiris) committed
by amoment, but the very victims
of the crime were made to suffer
the punishment.

Far from coming to an end, the
suffering of the Kashmiris hasin-
creased with India’s recent de-
ployment of 500,000 troopsto si-
lence their voices. India's “final
solution” has resulted in routine
gross violations of human rights.
Dueto political and extra-judicial
killings, disappearances, rape, tor-
ture, custodial abuse, and numer-

dian connection. Seeing “ no other
avenues of legitimate expression
of political will, the growing
number of educated, unemployed
youth” have turned to militancy
as a last resort (Rahman,
Mushtagur. “Divided Kashmir.”
Colorado: Lynne Rienner, 1996).
“ Kashmiristurned to such action
after realising that India would
not hold the plebiscite that was
promised, that Pakistan could
not force or persuade India to
meet its international commit-
ments, and that the Kashmir dis-
pute was no longer important or
urgent to the United Nations”
(ibid).

Kashmiris have become disil-
lusioned by world politics. They
do not understand why they are
being treated differently than were
their neighbours in Afghanistan
not too long ago. When Soviet
Russia invaded Afghanistan,
America, theworld' s superpower,
rushed to support the Afghanis:
“ Then Jihad wasall right. Money,
men, flow and stockpile of arms
and ammunition in Afghanistan
and Pakistan was okay and in the
best interests of the region. Nei-
ther Pakistan nor the Jihadi
groups were declared terrorists
or fundamentalists then. But,
over-night, the meaning and defi-
nition of arms and men, words
and actions changed, and
Kashmiriswere dubbed asterror-
ists or fundamentalists and Paki-
stan was threatened to be de-
clared a terrorist country. A
search for men and people among
Kashmiris inside and outside
Kashmir began, to suit new mean-

ings and interpretations

ternationalising
the issue. The
year of 1990 saw
the beginning of a
new phase in the
Kashmiri strug-
gle, as the
Kashmiris had
riseninarmed re-

Those who wish to see an end
to the sufferings of humanity
should share the responsibility
of finding a just solution to the

guestion of Kashmir.

of freedom”
(http:
www.ummah.org.uk/).
Not only are the
Kashmiris downsized by
world opinion, but they
are caught between two
nationswho have aready
fought three wars over

/1

volt against In-
dia’smilitary occupation:

“The Kashmiris were gener-
ally supposed to be a mild and
gentle people and not very keen
on war, but the Kashmiri move-
ment had now entered a new stage
in its long and hard freedom
struggle. Contrary to Indian
propaganda and international
amnesia, it was clearly evident

ous other excesses, more than
50,000 Kashmirishave beenkilled
since 1990, reportsthesite. (http:/
www.ummah.org.uk/). The plebi-
scite guaranteed by the United
Nations to the people of Kashmir
seems to have been forgotten.
The indifference of the world
has turned Kashmiri resentment
into defiant antagonism to the In-

their valley. AsIndiacon-
tinues to subjugate the people of
Kashmir, Pakistan continues to
lend them assistance. Each coun-
try claimsto be rightfully present
in Kashmir: “ Inthemidst of these
conflicting views, the Kashmiri
peopleare, asever, caught intheir
verbal crossfire. The valley, sur-
rounded by the magnificent
Himalayan mountains, whose

beauty hasfor centuriesattracted
visitors fromfar and wide, is still
thehome of tragedy” (Schofield).

In the spring of 1995, India
tried to thrust an election process
on the Kashmiris, to show the
world that it believed in democ-
racy. But “ no Indian plan to bury
the issue of plebiscite or substi-
tute it with a farce of eight elec-
tions has succeeded during the
last four decades” (http://
www.ummah.org.uk/).

Many people within India it-
self are recognising that holding
Kashmir by force is not compat-
ible with the non-violent image
Indiapresents (Rahman). Thefew
people concerned are advocating
that the world community should
come up with aquick and just so-
|ution to thisimpending problem:
“The problem with the people of
Kashmir isthat they are Muslims
and without oil wealth, and the
problem of Kashmir has been al-
lowed to get complicated by not
implementing resolutions on
Kashmir. The Cold War scenario
contributed to the Indian intran-
sigence as Kashmiris became re-
peatedly the victims of the former
Soviet Union’s veto. The world
body has not upheld the voice of
the oppressed and subjugated
people of Kashmir, when they
most needed help. Wil the United
States and some other economic
and military powers ponder over
the idea that the world body will
not survive and the progress of
man will not continue without
durable and just solutions of
some burning political problems
of the world?
(http:/mww.ummah.org.uk/).

Theinvolvement of the United
Nations in solving the Kashmiri
disputeisnonew idea. Infactthis
dispute, which started before
1947, wasone of thefirst mgjor is-
sueswith which the newly formed
world body wasto deal. The solu-
tion to the problem of Kashmir is
not ascomplicated asit may seem.
It is no longer a question of
whether Kashmir should join In-
dia or Pakistan: “ For some time,

the discussion [of who to join]
caused some concern, confusion
and division among the people.
But nowadays, no patriot looks
confused, because there is con-
sensus over the idea of ‘ freedom’
from India as the primary objec-
tive of every group and section of
society” (ibid).

If theinternational community
acknowledges the role of
Kashmirisand respectstheir urge
for self-determination, the prob-
lem will quickly come to an end.
Inaction has kept the world from
becoming atrue “global commu-
nity.” Self-interest hasto stop gov-
erning one country’s assistance
(or lack of it) to another. The re-
quest of the peoplein Kashmir is
quiteplain: “ We never grudgethe
efforts for a peaceful resolution
of Kashmir, being tried by world
leaders and NGO's. But, such ef-
fortswill pay dividendsonly when
Indiaisforced to stop the present
brutal onslaught against
Kashmirisand all present draco-
nian laws are withdrawn from
Kashmir” (ibid).

Itistruly asad state in which
the Muslim world is in today.
Muslims have forgotten a very
important lesson Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) taught when
he advised his people to help the
oppressed as well as the oppres-
sor. When asked how to help the
oppressor, Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) answered: “By preventing
him from oppressing others.”

The whole world can benefit
from this piece of advice, not just
Muslims. Those who wish to see
an end to the sufferings of hu-
manity should share the respon-
sibility of finding a just solution
to the question of Kashmir. The
Kashmiris must be supported in-
ternationally in their struggle as
were the Afghanis, and more re-
cently, the Kosovars.

“The talk of a solution with-
out present struggle or its due
recognition by the global commu-
nity isa cruel joke” (ibid). Until
there is justice, there will be no
peace. So it is up to us, the jus-
tice-loving people of theworld, to
restore peace and beauty to the
bloodstained valley of Kashmir.
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Canadian Muslims Sue “Jihad

Journalist” for Defamation

Lawsuit says Steven Emerson’s defamatory
claims causes “irreparable” damage

(Washington, DC, 3/3/2000)
The Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), a Washington-
based Islamic advocacy group,
today announced that a Canadian
Muslim and the organisation he
represents havefiled adefamation
suit against self-styled “terrorism
expert” Steven Emerson. (Emerson
isperhaps best known for hiscon-
troversial 1994 PBSprogram“ Jihad
in America” Muslims say he has
along history of defamatory and
inaccurate attacks on the Islamic
community in North America.)

Theaction by theldamic Cen-
tre of Quebec and Salam
Elmenyawi, the Centre's spokes-
man, is in response to an article
written by Emerson that appeared
inMontreal’s" The Gazette” news-
paper on November 1, 1999. Ac-
cording to the lawsuit, that article
contained “ defamatory and incor-
rect information” that portrayed
theplaintiffsas“radical, terrorist,
apologist, and fundamentalist.”
Moral and exemplary damagesto-
talling almost $200,000 (Canadian)
are being sought. The plaintiffs
also demand apublic retraction of
the defamatory material and aper-
manent injunction on further at-
tacks.

Emerson isthe same “ expert”
who said Muslims were behind
the 1995 bombing in Oklahoma
City, wrongly attributed the 1996
downing of TWA Flight 800 to
Muslims and who once claimed
Islam sanctions “genocide . . . as
part of itsreligiousdoctring’ (CBS
News, 4/19/95; Reuters, 7/31/96
and CNBC, RiveraLive, 8/23/96;
Jewish Monthly, 3/95).

He was allegedly involved in
the 1998 international mediacov-
erage of adefecting “ senior Paki-
stani weapons scientist” who
claimed Pakistan was preparing for
anuclear first strikeagainst India.
The story later turned out to be a
hoax. (“Steven Emerson’s Cru-
sade: Why isajournalist pushing
guestionable stories from behind

Islamic
Management
Resources on the
Internet

Reported by Professor Rafik
Beekun, University of Nevada
Please visit the IsSlamic Man-
agement Net website at http://
www.islamist.org/ wherewe have
a number of free booklets, trans-
parencies, and online question-
naires presenting management
from an 19 amic perspective. Many
of these resources can be
downloaded in Adobe Acrobat
(PDF) format. The areas covered
includeleadership, strategic plan-
ning, conflict management, com-
munication, business ethics, etc.

the scenes?’
http:/Aww.fair.org/extra/9901/
emerson.html)

Emersonisalsoinvolvedina
multimillion-dollar defamation|law-
suit against a Florida newspaper,
its senior editor, and aformer in-
vestigative reporter for The As-
sociated Press (AP). The com-
plaint centres on allegations pub-
lished by the newspaper that two
AP reporters said Emerson gave
them adocument on terrorism sup-
posedly from FBI files. Thereport-
ers said the document was actu-
ally authored by Emerson. The
lawsuit also disputes alegations
that Emerson gave false informa-
tion to a Senate subcommittee
during testimony in 1998.

L ast year, Emerson wasforced
to retract accusations he made
about aformer journalism lecturer
at California State University in
Hayward, CA. Along with there-
traction, Emerson agreed to pay
$3,000 (US) in damages.

There are an estimated 6 mil-
lion Mudglimsin Americaand some
500,000 in Canada. Islamisone of
the fastest growing religions in
North America

Useful Online

Islamic Resources

Reported by Abubakar Kasim
Asyou might be aware, http:/
/www.jannah.com/ contains Is-
lamic speeches by various re-
spected scholars. It aso contains
apage that teaches people how to
perform  prayers (http://
www.jannah.com/learn/
prayer.html). This site would be
helpful for all, especially those
new to Islam, Insha-Allah.

The mobile phone

call to prayer
by Ruth Gledhill

http://www.the-times.co.uk/
news/pages/tim/2000/04/14/
timnwsnws01041. html

A MUSLIM family has

launched anew serviceto call be-
lievers to prayer on their mobile
phones.

Rather than the traditional ap-
proach, whereamuezzin climbsto
the top of amosque'sminaret and
calsMuslimsto prayer fivetimes
aday, the signal will go out as a
national “beep” from Preston. The
online Azaan, or prayer call, isbe-
ing offered on aMuslim website,
www.Patel sCornerShop.com, and
is being backed by the Muslim
Council of Britain and the Lanca-
shire Council of Mosques.

Prayer timeschange every day
because of the changing times of
sunrise and sunset. The site’'s
owners, the Patel family of Pres-
ton, are offering to send owners
of Internet mobilesthe namaaz, or
prayer times, asatext alert.

Canadian Islamic Congress President

and Vice-Chair Meet

The National Post

CIC Friday Bulletin

Professor Mohamed Elmasry,
National President of the Canadian
Islamic Congress (CIC), and Mrs.
WahidaValiante, CIC Vice-Chair,
met March 13, 2000 with senior
editorial and reporting staff of To-
ronto-based “ The National Post.”

They gave abackground pres-
entation on occurrences of anti-
Islamic language in the Canadian
mediaand how it isharming many
Canadians, especially childrenand
youth, both within and outsidethe
Muslim popul ation.

Whilehefeelsthat thereistill
work to be done, Professor
Elmasry took a diplomatic stance
following the one-hour meeting:
“We will continue our dialogue
with The National Post,” he said.
“We are committed to azero-toler-
ance stand when it comes to the
negative stereotyping of any
group. Stereotyping isdangerous:
it leads to hate crimes and dis-
crimination.”

Asked for their reaction, sev-
eral National Post staff who at-
tended the meeting offered brief
comments: “| felt it was construc-
tiveto hear [CIC's] point of view
and for [CIC] to hear ours,” said
Martin Newland, The Post’s
Deputy Editor.

Vice-Chair Wahida Valiante

with

observed that the CIC's annual
report “Anti-Islam in the Media’
is*“animportant milestone toward
achieving fair media representa-
tion, free from stereotyping and
bias,” and added that material from
this project (now initsthird year)
isused at leading Canadian jour-
nalism schools, including
Ryerson, Concordia, and Carleton.

“Newspapersexert great influ-
ence on public perceptions, and
targeting Islam and Muslims as
‘others, not like us’ is dangerous
for the safety and security of the
Muslim community. We hope that
The National Post will reflect on
what we have presented, so we
can continue to have adialogue,”
she said.

The CIC made ten recommen-
dations to enhance the account-
ability of Canadian newspapersto
their readers.

Theseincluded membershipin
provincial press councils, and in-
creasing the space given to Let-
ters-to-the-Editor. “The National
Post” is not a member of the On-
tario Press Council.

The 2000 edition of “Anti-1s-
lam in the Medid’ is due for re-
leasein September, Insha-Allah.

The 1999 edition is available
on the CIC website,
http://www.cicnow.con/.

TARIC helps arrange Muslims

to get married

Reported by Abubakar Kassim

On April 1t, the Taric Islamic
Center held aprogram called Mar-
riage Introduction Forum to help
Muslim youth who are seriously
interested in getting married to a
Muslim spouse.

TheMosqueinvited theyouth
to get to know the opposite sex
and haveafriendly chat with each
other in arespectable manner and
under Islamic environment and
code of conduct. Many Muslims
havefound it helpful and extremely
important especially in an envi-
ronment where youth are under a
great pressure to have unclean re-
lationships.

“We are planning to hold this
program every three months’ said
Foad of the Taric Islamic Center
who wasthe main organizer of the
event. “We are trying to make it
seasonal and hold it in every three
months’ he stated. Foad also in-
dicated about the problemsfacing
Musdlimyouthin thisenvironment,
which lead them in making wrong
decisionsover choosing their life-
time partners.

What about ayouthwhoisstill
in school and has no job, do you
think he or she could get married
and continue his goals in life? |
asked.

Not at all, he said. The youth
in thisenvironment livewith their
boy or girlfriends as husbandsand
wives, why can’t our youth get
married, please Allah, get a part
timejob, andinthe meantime, con-
tinue their goals in life together
with their partners? he answered.

In order to participatein

thisprogram, people are asked
tofill applications, which areavail-
able at the office of the Taric
Center.

It was a unique program to be
held in the Muslim community of
Ontario. Only ISNA Canada has
recently initiated asimilar one.

The Islamic Society of North
Americastarted asimilar program
about four months ago at their of -
fice in Mississauga.

Abdulghafour Choudry, who
runsthe program, emphasized the
necessity of such program in the
Muslim community at large. Peo-
plefill out registration forms and
includeall the necessary informa-
tion about themincluding their in-
terest and so on. Once a match of
acoupleisfound, families of both
parents are contacted.

“We don't allow dating in our
culture and religion” brother
Choudry stated “but unfortu-
nately we didn’t develop any al-
ternative mechanismfor our youth
to get to know each other” hesaid.
Heiscommitted that with this pro-
gram, which is run under Islamic
environment, it will helpthe Mus-
limyouthinfilling the gap of such
an important social issue of mar-
riage.

People who are interested in
these programs, they can call the
Tariclslamic Center at (416) 245-
5675. And for more information
about the ISNA Canada’s pro-
gram, please call Abdulghafour
Choudry at (905) 403-8406 exten-
son219.

Muslim Groups
to Monitor Trial
of Imam Jamil
Al-Amin

Islamic leaders
concerned that
justice is served
and facts be
revealed

Reported by the CAIR

(Washington, DC, 3/21/2000)
Leaders of national American
Muslim organisations, along with
representatives from the commu-
nity of Imam Jamil Al-Amin, helda
news conferencein reactionto the
arrest of Al-Aminand several oth-
ers Monday night in Alabama.
Authorities allege that Al-Amin
was involved in a shooting inci-
dent late Thursday in Atlanta, GA,
which left one sheriff’s deputy
dead and another critically
wounded.

A joint statement issued at the
news conferencereadin part: “We
are not here today to judge the
guilt or innocence of any party to
this tragic series of events. Just
aswe do not prejudge, we ask that
others wait until all the facts are
known. In America, as in Islam,
anyone accused of acrimeisin-
nocent until proven guilty. At this
point, therole of the Muslim com-
munity isfour-fold.

“First, wewishtoremind eve-
ryone of Imam Jamil Al-Amin’s
longstanding role asacommunity
|leader who had a positive impact
on the lives of so many people.
Thechargesagainst Imam Jamil are
especially troubling because they
are inconsistent with what is
known of hismoral character and
past behaviour asaMuslim.

“Second, we want to ensure
that Imam Jamil receives proper
legal representation. To that end,
we will offer our services to his
legal team in Atlanta. This team
will then address all aspectsof the
case.

“Third, wewill seethat histria
is monitored by observers who
will insist that any legal proceed-
ingsbefair and impartial. Wealso
believe that this process can best
takeplaceinalocation that allows
Imam Jamil to betried by ajury of
his peers.

“Finally, wemake note of apast
incident inwhich Imam Jamil was
apparently falsely accused of a
similar, though far less serious
crime. At that time, thealleged vic-
tim recanted and claimed that he
was pressured by the authorities
to name Imam Jamil asthe perpe-
trator.

“Our ultimategoal isto seethat
justice is done. As it says in the
Qur’an, Islam’srevealed text: ‘O
you who believe. Stand firmly for
justice, aswitnessesto God . . .""
(Qur'an2:135).
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Dow Jones University Introduces New
Course on Principles of Islamic Investing

(PRINCETON, February 28,
2000) Dow Jones University
(http://www.dju.com/) today an-
nounced theintroduction of “Prin-
ciples of Islamic Investing,” an
interactive, online coursethat cov-
ers the precepts of investing ac-
cording totheldamicfaith. “ Prin-
ciples of Islamic Investing” fol-
lows the 1999 introduction of the
Dow Jones|slamic Market Index,
which was the first global equity
benchmark index created by anes-
tablished index provider for inves-
tors seeking to follow Islamic in-
vestment guidelines.

Four highly regarded experts
inthefield of Islamic law and in-
vestment principlesteach “ Princi-
plesof Islamic Investing.” Justice
Muhammad Tagi Usmani of Paki-
stan has been amember of the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan since
1982 and is Vice-Chairman of the
OIC Figh Academy in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia.

Dr. Mohamed Elgari of Saudi
ArabiaisDirector of the Centrefor
Researchin Islamic Economicsat
King Abdul-Aziz University in
Saudi Arabia and is an expert
Shari“ah (Islamic Law) consultant
to the OIC Figh Academy. Yusuf
Tala Delorenzo is considered a
leading Ilamic scholar inthe USA

The Golden Triangle

and Rushdi Siddiqui is Director
of the Dow Jones|slamic Market
Index.

“For generations, Muslims
spent years teaching their chil-
dren the difference between what
was lawful and what was unlaw-
ful. Only when they had learned
thedifference, werethey allowed
to goto themarketplace and make
a living,” said Yusuf Talal
Del orenzo, one of the principal
instructors.

“This course is designed to
enable modern  Muslim
businesspeople and profession-
als to approach today’s financial
securities marketplace with the
same sort of confidence. Through
thetechnology of the Internet and
Dow Jones University, knowl-
edge that may have taken years
toacquireinthe pastisnow avail-
able to anyone with the will to
learn.”

“Principlesof Islamic Invest-
ing” (http://isamic.dju.com/) is
designed not only for Muslimsin
the USA and abroad who invest
according to their faith, but also
for the financial community that
servesMuslimsand for othersin-
terested in Islamic investing as a
form of socia and ethical invest-
ing.

celebrates

Eid-Ul Adha in True Spirit of Islam

by our reporter

Sunday April 2, 2000 was a
specia day for the Muslim resi-
dentsof The Golden Triangle Re-
gion that consists of Kitchener,
Waterloo and London. This was
the first-ever effort to present a
united Eid dinner. The celebration
was held in the Kitchener Memo-
rial Auditorium Complex in
Kitchener, Ontario. The beautiful
and spacious hall was filled with
over fifteen hundred radiant faces
of Muslimsfromthe Triangleand
vicinity. Several Muslim organiza-
tions had sponsored the event.

The two keynote speakers
were Haroon Siddigi and Dr. Munir

al-Kasim. Both speakers empha-
sized on the importance of unity
among Muslimsand also pointed
that Muslims should not limit
themselvesinto their self-created
ghettos. Instead, they should go
out and embrace other fellow hu-
man beingsin their communities
and spread the word of peace to
others.

Whilethe parents enjoyed the
speeches, children were taken
away to have their own fun with
brother Dauod and sister
Rukhsana who entertained them
with songs and stories respec-
tively. A delicious dinner was

Continued on page 13
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MP Honours
Mulsims' New
Year in House of
Commons.

From CIC's Friday Bulletin

The Islamic New Year was
honored on April 6, 2000 when
Derek Lee

(Liberal MP for Scarborough-
Rouge River) made the following
statement in the House of Com-
mons, Ottawa. Here is the text of
his presentation, MUBARAK :

“Mr. Speaker, today isavery
special day of celebration for our
Muslim community in Canadaand
elsawhere. Itisthe commencement
of thefirst day of Muharam, which
isthefirst month of the Hijracalen-
dar [year 1421] inthe Ilamic reli-
gion.

“Muharam marks the new
year for approximately 1.2 billion
Musdlimsthroughout the world and
in Canada... Canadians of the Is-
lamic faith contribute to Canadaas
citizens in all our provinces.
Whether they are Canadian by
birth or asnew citizens, they mani-
fest their allegiance to Canadaand
follow the spiritual guidance of the
Holy Koran [Qur’an].

“On behalf of all of usinthe
House of Commons | extend best
wishes to all constituents in the
Musdlim community.”

We appreciate the MP’'s
friendly gesture towards Muslim
community.

The First Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Muslim Lawyers asked to join

CAIR-LEGALNET

E-Malil list designed to create
community service network

(Washington, D.C., 4/19/2000)
- CAIRiscallingon Muslim law-
yers in the United States and
Canada to join its newly formed
e-mail list CAIR-LEGALNET.
(Muslim lawyers in other coun-
tries are also eligible to join the
list.) CAIR-LEGALNET isadis-
cussion list designed to create a
network of Muslim lawyers who
can offer advice and services to
the North American Muslim com-

munity.

List memberswill provideale-
gal viewpoint on issues such as
workplacediscrimination, religious
accommodation in schools and
prisons, challengesto Muslim civil
liberties (secret
evidence,passenger profiling,
etc.), aswell as other legal issues
of importance to Muslims. CAIR
receives hundreds of requests for
legal assistance each year. Thisis
a good opportunity to serve the
community.
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CIC Third Annual
Conference

continued from page5

Entertainment. The presentation
consisted of three parts, dealing
with methodol ogy of researching,
nature of entertainment, and the
various forms of entertainment
available. Idamisacomplete code
for living your life. It fulfils the
needs of body, mind and spirit.
“Entertainment is a part of it,” he
said. Inhiswell-researched speech
he mentioned that some forms of
sports like horse-riding, fencing,
martia arts, hunting, or fishing can
be good entertainment. Good po-
etry, arts, and some computer
games or clean videos are also a
form of entertainment. He also
emphasised the need of modera-
tion in everything.

Another interesting session
followed the afternoon break. It
was about Quality Entertainment
and the Role of the Family. Among
the speakers were Dr. Jane
L edingham, Professor of Psychol-
ogy withthe University of Ottawa,
Mrs. Wahida Valiante, Vice-Presi-
dent of CIC, Ms. Nada Basir, a
Grade 11 student, and Mr.
Mohamed Alarakhia, an OAC stu-
dent. Each of the speakersexcelled
at the podium and presented some
most valuable suggestions.

Dr. Jane Ledingham opened
the session by focusing on na-
tional statistics about the positive
relationship between the aggres-
sive behaviour among children to
theamount of TV they watched. It
also conversely affected the
amount of time spent on sleeping,
attending social gatherings, con-
versing with family, and leisure
activities. Some of the other ef-
fectswere being more fearful and
slow to respond to violenceinreal
life

Dr. Ledingham did not only
point to the adverse effectsof TV,
but also had some pointers for
parents: Do not use TV asababy-
sitter. Make rules, set an amount
of time for TV watching and be
consistent with it. Train children
to turn off the box when asked.
Watch TV withthem and keep dis-
cussions open. Involve children
inactivitiesother than TV. Finaly,
practice what you preach.

WahidaValiantereferred to the
Qur’ anic guidanceinraising chil-
dren: Use time constructively,
teach them to take responsibility
for their actions and making the
right choices and to believe that
“Allah has made them in the best
mould” (Qur’an). “Too many re-
strictions,” she said, “is not the
answer, as it turns them into
rebels.”

Thelast two speakerswerethe
high school students, Nada and
Mohamed. They shed light on dif-
ferent factors, whether on TV or
at school, that influence the
younger generation. Among them
were the physical standards that
the advertising industry sets for
the female body and looks, bully-
ing by peers, identity crisis, stere-
otyping by the media, and an over-
all lack of morality in society.

They had an important mes-

REH'MA - Bringing the Elder Community Together

by Ahmad Muinuddin
Eldersliving in Canadatoday
look forward to healthy, comfort-
able, and independent retirement
life with strong family ties. They
also wish for the company of peo-
ple with similar interests. For
many non-Muslim Canadiansthis
serviceis provided by their com-
munity organizations supported
by government funding. It isesti-

sagefor parentsof today: Educate
your children, trust their judge-
ment, and let them choose be-
tween right and wrong, whether
onTV orinthereal world.

| came out of the conference
room with asense of accomplish-
ment. The conference did not just
point out the problems, but also
provided some solutions. Now, it
is up to the Muslimsto take them
or leavethem.

mated that by 2011, there will be
more than 115 000 retired persons
50 years or older in the Muslim
Community. Yet, theelderly inour
community have been overlooked.

Muslim elders are facing sev-
eral challenges. Theseincludeiso-
lation-related problems such as a
lack of information and access to
care-givingfacilities. Many elders
feel trapped as they are house-
bound and do not drive. Tradi-
tional interaction between genera-
tions is decreasing and the
intergenerational gaps arewiden-
ing. Empty-nest syndromeisvery
common in our community. Infor-
mation and education on healthy
life stylesis not culturally sensi-
tiveand lacks|slamic perspective.
Furthermore, thereisalack of in-
formation on Muslimwomen’sis-
sues related to aging. All of these
concernsare creating low self-es-

teem, aienation, frustration, de-
pression, and the deterioration of
physical and mental health of our
Muslim Elders. Though all other
local communitieshaveafull range
of long -term care services, social,
and recreational programs for
elders, it is apparent that most
Muslim eldersdo not utilize serv-
ices offered by mainstream agen-
cies.

TheREH'MA Foundationwas
established to provide quality life
and culturally sensitive services
to Muslim elders. Itscore services
includeinformation and education
on topics of interest, as well as
socia and cultural activities. Since
June 1999, monthly educational
workshops have been organized
on a range of topics including
“Elders in Islamic Traditions”,
“How to get the most out of Food
and the Digestive System”, and

“Income Tax Preparation”. Thein-
augural Elder Forum in 1999 at-
tracted over 150 participants and
39 resource people and volun-
teers. Sincethen regular Drop-In
centers have also been organized
where elders can meet and inter-
act with each other and make new
friends. Currently initsfirst phase
of operation, REH' MA’score serv-
ices include educational work-
shops, information on available
services, and social and cultural
activities.

Everyoneisinvited to partici-
pate and contribute to The Elder
Forum 2 which will be held,
inshaAllah, on Sunday June 4,
2000 in the Council Chambers at
the Toronto City Hall. For more
information on how to participate
and get involved please contact
Talat Muinuddin (416) 512-2106,
Jean Ally (416) 222-2794 or Munir
Jan (416) 445-2613.
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as follows: The Eastern wall was
almost 15 metres, the Hateem side
wall was 10 metres, the side be-
tween the Black Stone and the
Yemeni corner was alittle over 9
metres; and the Western wall was
alittle over 14 metres. Following
this, there were several construc-
tions before Prophet Muhammad's
time.

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
participated inoneof theKa bah's
reconstructions before he became
aProphet. After aflash flood, the
Ka bahwasdamaged anditswalls
had cracked. It needed rebuilding.
This responsibility was divided
among the Quraysh’s four clans.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
helped with this reconstruction.
Oncethewallswereerected, it was
time to place the Black Stone
(Hajar-ul-Aswad) on the Eastern
wall of the Ka bah. Arguments
erupted about who would have the
honour of putting the Black Stone
inits place. A fight was about to
break out over the issue, when
Abu Umayyah, Makkah's oldest
man, proposed that the first man
to enter the gate of the Mosque
the following morning would de-
cide the matter. That man wasthe
Prophet (pbuh). The Makkans
were ecstatic: “Thisis the Trust-
worthy One (Al-Ameen),” they
shouted in a chorus. “This is
Muhammead.”

The Prophet (pbuh) came to
them and they asked him to de-
cide on the matter. He agreed.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) pro-
posed a solution that all agreed
to: putting the Black Stone on a
cloak with the elders of each of
the clans holding on to one edge
of the cloak and carrying the
Stone to its place. The Prophet
(pbuh) then picked up the Stone
and placed it on the wall of the
Ka bah.

Sincethetribe of Quraysh did
not have sufficient funds, this re-
construction did not include the
entirefoundation of the Ka bah as
built by Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh).
Thiswasthefirst timethe Ka bah
acquired the cubical shape it has
now, unlike the rectangular shape
whichit had earlier. Theportion of
the Ka'bah left out is now called
the Hateem.

In Muharram 64 AH, the Syr-
ian army destroyed the Ka bah
and beforethe next Hajj, Abdullah
ibn Az-Zubayr, reconstructed the
Ka bah from the ground up. 1bn
Az-Zubayr wanted to make the
K@ bah how Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) wanted it, on the founda-
tion left by Prophet Ibrahim
(pbuh).

Ibn Az-Zubayr said, “1 heard
“Aisha(ra) say, ‘ The Prophet said:
“If your people had not quite re-
cently abandoned the Ignorance
(Unbelief), and if | had sufficient
provisions to rebuild it [the
Ka bah], | would have added five
cubits to it from the Hijr. Also, |
would make two doors; one for
people to enter therein and the
other to exit” (Bukhari). Ibn Az-
Zubayr said, “Today, | can afford
to doit and | do not fear the peo-

The Ka'ba

ple.”

Ibn Az-Zubayr rebuilt the
K@ bah on Prophet Ibrahim’sfoun-
dation. He put the roof on three
pillars with the wood of Aoud (a
perfumed wood with an aroma,
which is traditionally burned to
get good scent in Arabia). In his
reconstruction, he put two doors,
one facing the East the other fac-
ing the West, as the Prophet
(pbuh) wanted, but was not able
notdoin hislifetime.

He rebuilt the Ka’ bah on
Prophet Ibrahim’s foundation,
which meant that the Hateem area
was included. The Hateem is the
area adjacent to the Ka' bah en-
closed by alow semi-circular wall
today. Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr
also madethefollowing additions
and modifications: He put asmall
window close to the roof of the
Ka bah to allow for light; moved
the door of the Ka bah to ground
level and added a second door;
added nine cubits to the height of
the Ka bah, making it twenty cu-
bits high with walls being two cu-
bits wide; and reduced the pillars
inside the House to three instead
of six aswere earlier built by the
Quraysh. For the reconstruction,
Ibn Az-Zubayr put up four pillars
around Ka’'bah and hung cloth
over them until the building was
completed. People began to do
Tawaf around these pillars at all
times, so Tawaf of theKa bah was
never abandoned, even during re-
construction.

In74 AH (693 CE), Al-Hajjaj
ibn Yusuf Al-Thagafi, the known
tyrant of that time, with the ap-
proval of Umayyad KhalifaAbdul-
Malik ibn Marwan, demolished
what Ibn Az-Zubayr had added to
it from the older foundation of
Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh), and re-
stored its old structure as the
Quraysh had it.

Some of the changes he made
werethefollowing: Herebuiltitin
the smaller shape that is found
today; took out the Hateem;
walled up the Western door
(whose signs are still visible to-
day) and left the rest as it was;
pulled downthewall inthe Hateem
area; removed the wooden ladder
Ibn Az-Zubayr had put inside the
Ka bah; and reduced the door’s
height by five cubits.

When Abdul-Malik ibn
Marwan camefor ‘ Umraand heard
the Hadith that it was the wish of
the Prophet (pbuh) for the Ka' bah
to be constructed the way
Abdullahibn Az-Zubayr had built
it, he regretted his actions.

Yearslater, the Abbasi Khalifa
Harun Al-Rasheed wanted to re-
build the K& bah the way Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) wanted and
the way Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr
built it. However, when he con-
sulted Imam Malik (ra), the Imam
asked the Khalifa to change his
mind because constant demolition
and rebuilding is not respectful
and would become a toy in the
hands of kings. Each one would
want to demolish and rebuild the
Ka'bah. Based on this advice,
Harun Al-Rasheed did not recon-

struct the Ka' bah. The structure
remained the same for 966 years,
with minor repairshere and there.

In 1039 AH, two of the
Ka'bah's walls fell down due to
heavy rain, flooding, and hail. The
flood began on Wednesday,
Sha'ban 19 and continued con-
stantly. The water level in the
K& bah reached almost half the
height of itswalls, about 3 metres
from ground level. On Sha ban 20,
the Eastern and Western wallsfell
down. When the flood receded on
Friday, Sha'ban 21, the cleanup
began.

Again, a curtain, the way
Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr estab-
lished on four pillars, was put up,
and the reconstruction started on
Ramadan 26, 1039. Therest of the
walls, except for the one near the
Black Stone, were demolished. By
Zhul-Hijjah 2, 1040 the construc-
tion was taking place under the
guidance of Sultan Murad Khan,
the Ottoman Khalifa. From the
point of the Black Stone and be-
low, the current constructionisthe
sameasthat doneby Abdullahibn
Az-Zubayr. The construction that
was done under the auspices of
Murad Khan was exactly the same
as that of Abdul-Malik ibn
Marwan, which is the way the
Quraysh had built it before the
Prophet’stime.

On Rajab 28, 1377, one histo-
rian counted the total stones of
the K&’ bah and there were 1,614.
These stones are of different
shapes. However, the visible
stones that were inside the outer
wall were not counted.

Thefinal major reconstruction
of theKa bahtook placefrom May
to October 1996. This was after a
period of about 400 years (since
Sultan Murad Khan'stime). Dur-
ing this reconstruction the only
original portion left from the
K& bah werethe stones. All other
material was replaced, including
the wood of the ceiling and roof.

What isinsidetheKa bah?Dr.
Muzammil Siddiqji, President of the
Islamic Society of North America
(ISNA), had the opportunity to go
insidetheKa' bahin October 1998.
Inaninterview with SoundVision
(http://www.soundvision.com/),
he described the following fea-
tures:

There are two pillars inside
(others report three). There is a
table on the side to place items
such as perfume. There are two
lantern-type lamps hanging from
the ceiling (there are no electric
lights inside). The space can ac-
commodate about fifty people.
The walls and floors are made of
marble. Thereareno windowsin-
side. There is only one door and
the upper inside walls of the
Ka bah are covered with some
kind of curtain with the Kalimah
writtenonit.

Insha-Allah, may we all have
the opportunity to perform an ac-
ceptable Hajj at least once in our
lifetime and have the chanceto see
this wonder of the Islamic world
for ourselves.

Con Artist Defrauds

Muslims Worldwide

CAIR warns Islamic community to beware
of impostor who asks for money

(Washington, D.C., 4/21/2000)
- CAIRiswarning Mudlimsworld-
wide about a con artist who im-
personates well-known Muslim
leaders and activists in order to
take money from
members of the
Islamic commu-
nity. The impos-
tor, who uses an
Israeli passport
#7402086, issued
12/08/97 in the
name of
Muhamad
Almustafa, has
several methods
of operation:

(He struck as
recently asafew daysagoin Chi-
cago and New Jersey. Muslimsin
virtually every state have beentar-
geted. Victimshave a so been con-
tacted in many Muslim countries
and in Europe.

According to Western Union,
hewasin CanadaaslateasMarch
30. To view his enlarged picture,
goto:

http://www.cair-net.org/im-
ages/news/con_artist.jpg

* He has used the names Dr.
Mohammad Agbarie, Badradeen
al-Mustaphaand Mohammed Al-
Mustafa. He has also used afalse
passport in the name of Dr. Azhar
Igbal. His latest false identity is
Mahmoud |bn-Obeid (Hehasfase
documents in these names.)

* HecalsaMudimindividua,
often an activist in thelocal com-
munity, claiming to be a stranded
traveler whose money, passport
and tickets have been stolen or
lost.

* He mentions the names of
known Muslim leadersor activists
known to the intended victim in
order to add to his credibility and
tofool thosetargeted by hisscam.
Heclaimsto be afriend of known
Muslims such as officials of glo-
bal Islamic institutions, prominent
American Muslim leaders and
Imams.

* He has detailed information

Golden Triangle
celebrates Eid-ul-
Adha

Continued from pagell

served after the speeches.

The idea behind this well-
planned and much-organi zed func-
tion was to bring al the little or-
ganizations together and foster
brotherhood, promote unity and
strengthen the relationships
among all sections of Muslim
Ummah livinginthat area.

There is no doubt that the or-
ganizers were very successful in
achieving their goal. We hopethat
thiseffort will bring fruit and will
not be limited to this area of On-
tario.

and can make himself sound like
an old friend of these people.

* He may pretend to be an of -
ficial of an Idlamic bank, arepre-
sentative of the Muslim World
League (Al-
Rabita), an Is-
lamic scholar,
physician, or an
expert traveling
toaMudimgath-
ering.

* He often
claims to be
traveling with
hiswifeand chil-
dren, with adel-
egation or on be-
half of a cause.
Hiswife has gone by the name of
PatriciaTorro.

* He asksthe intended victim
to wire him cash (up to thousands
of dollars through Moneygram
and Western Union) to help him
out of hiscrisis.

* He collects the money and
disappears.

Theconartistisfluentin Ara-
bic and English and can use sev-
eral Arabic dialects. Hehasplayed
the part of a Saudi, a Palestinian
and a Gulf Arab. He is under in-
vestigation by anumber of law en-
forcement agencies worldwide
and was once deported from
Canada.

This man has been operating
foratleast SEVEN YEARSand has
stolen hundreds of thousands of
dollarsfromMuslims.

Alert your community. Severd
hundred muslims have been tar-
geted.

A sample case: The con artist
callsanational American Muslim
leader to say heiswith aninterna-
tionally-known Islamic organiza-
tion and that hewould liketo visit
aparticular state to make dawah.
HeaskstheMusdim|eader for con-
tacts in that state. He also asks
that the leader call these contacts
and tell them to expect acall from
him. He then callsthe local Mus-
lim leaders, who have already
been called by the national |eader,
to say that he will arrive on acer-
tain date. On or near that date, he
callsthelocal contactsto say that
he is stranded in the airport and
needs funds to be wired so that
he may complete hisjourney. The
money is sent, the con artist calls
back to say thanksand that he will
arrive shortly. He is never heard
fromagain.

Action requested:

1. DONQOT wiremoney to any-
one claiming to be stranded in an
airport.

2. Report requests for money
to CAIR, thelocd officeof the FBI
(ask for afraud investigator) and
to local police. Obtain a copy of
thecomplaint.

3. If you have already been a
victim, send copies of wire trans-
fer documents to CAIR so that a
case can be built against thisman.
(FAX: 202-659-2254)
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The Year of the Elephant

continued from page 1

the two hundred camels his army
had captured from him. Abrahah
was surprised by his request and
said he was disappointed that
‘Abd al-Muttalib was thinking
about his camels rather than his
temple, which he had cometo raze
to the ground.

‘Abda-Muttdibreplied: “I am
thelord of the camels, and thetem-
ple likewise has a Lord Who will
defend it.”

“He cannot defend it against
me,” said Abrahah and gave or-
dersfor the camelsto bereturned.

‘Abd al-Muttalib returned to
the Quraysh and declared that
Makkah would not fight against
Abrahah. Heimmediately ordered
his people to evacuate and with-
draw to the nearby hillsin order to
save themselves. Then he went
with some of his family to the
Ka'bah, kneeled under its door,
and prayed to God for His help
against Abrahah. He later joined
therest of Qurayshinthehillsat a
point where he could see what
would happen inthevalley below.

The next morning, Abrahah
prepared to march into Makkah
with the intention of destroying
its holy house. His elephant was
led to the front of the army, but
upon reaching its position, the
mighty creature knelt to the
ground. Abrahah and his soldiers
did everything they could to bring
the elephant to its feet, they even
beat it with iron bars and poked it
with iron hooks, but it remained
frozen. Abrahah then ordered his
army to march back towards
Yemen, to gauge the animal’s re-
action. Sure enough, the elephant
rose, turned around, and followed
thearmy. Thearmy turned around
once more, but the elephant knelt
again as soon as they faced
Makkah. Apparently, the elephant
was obeying commands far more
powerful than those of Abrahah
or hissoldiers.

Thiswasaclear signfrom God
not to move another step forward,
but Abrahah was blinded by his
own ambition of making histem-
pleaplace of pilgrimage. Had his
army returned to Yemen then, they

may have escaped their own de-
struction. However, it wastoo late.

The western sky soon grew
dark and astrange noisewasheard.
The sound became louder as a
great seaof black swept over them
from the direction of the Red Sea.
The sky above, as high as they
could see, was full of birds. They
flew quickly, each with three peb-
blesthat they pelted Abrahah and
his army with. The pebbles came
down so hard and fast that they
even pierced armour. Every stone
found its target, for as soon as a
soldier was struck, his flesh be-
gan to rot and he suffered an ago-
nising death.

Allah (swt) later revealed the
following chapter of the Qur’an,
named “Al-Feel” (The Elephant):
“Have you not considered how
your Lord dealt with the Compan-
ions of the Elephant? Did He not
maketheir plan into misguidance?
And He sent against them birdsin
flocks, striking them with stones
of hard clay. And He made them
like eaten straw” (Qur’an 105).

After that day, the Quraysh
were called the “ People of God,”
and had greater respect than ever
before, for God had answered their
prayers and saved the Ka bah.
They are still honoured today, but
for asecond event that took place
inthe sameyear.

‘Abd al-Muttalib was seventy
years of age or older when
Abrahah had arrived in Makkah
to destroy the Ka'bah. His son,
‘ Abdullah, wastwenty-four years
old and was hence ready for mar-
riage. His father had chosen for
him Aminah, daughter of Wahb
ibn ‘Abd Manaf ibn Zuhrah, the
chief of the tribe of Zuhrah. On
the same day that ‘ Abdullah mar-
ried Aminah, his father married a
cousin of hersnamed Halah. (This
ishow the Prophet would have an
uncle of the same age on his fa
ther'sside, namely Hamza.)

As was the custom in those
days, ‘Abdullah lived with
Aminah among her relatives for
the first three days of the mar-
riage. Soon afterwards, he was
called on atrading missionto Al-
Sham (Syria). When he left,
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Aminah was pregnant.

‘ Abdullah was absent for sev-
eral monthsand missed Abrahah’s
attempted attack on the Ka'bah.
On hisway back, he stopped for a
long rest in Yathrib (later to be
called Madinah), where hismater-
nal uncles lived, and was prepar-
ing to join a caravan to Makkah
when he becameill. The caravan
went on without him and reported
the news of his illness. ‘Abd al-
Muttalib sent one of his sons,
Harith, to accompany ‘Abdullah
back to Makkah once he became
well enough to travel. However,
when Harith arrived in Yathrib, he
learned that his brother had al-
ready died.

A great feeling of grief fell over
Makkah. Fortunately, Aminah was
consoled by her dead husband's
unborn child. Shewasfurther com-
forted as the time of her delivery
approached.

A few weeks later, her child
was born. Aminah immediately
sent a messenger to ‘Abd al-
Muttalib, who was then at the
Ka'bah, announcing to him the
birth of his grandson. Rushing to
his daughter-in-law, he took the
new-born in his arms and carried
him to the Ka'bah. He took the
baby inside the K& bah, thanked
God for His gift, and named him
“Muhammad.”

‘Abd al-Muttalib then re-
turned theinfant to hismother and
waited with her for the arrival of
wet nurses from the tribe of Bani
Sa d ibn Bakr. It was the practice
of Makkan nobility to hire the
Bedouin, asthey thought the natu-
ral desert environment was ben-
eficia for their children’s health
and upbringing.

On the seventh day after
Muhammad’s birth, ‘Abd al-
Muttalib gave a banquet in hon-
our of his grandson, to which he
invited a number of Quraysh
tribesmen and guests. When they
inquired why he had chosen to
name the child “Muhammad,” a
name not common among them
and thus changing the practice of
using ancestors' names, ‘Abd al-
Muittalib answered: “1 did sowith
the wish that my grandson would
be praised by God in Heaven and
by men on Earth.”

Themajority of scholarsagree
that Muhammad (pbuh) was born
in August, during the Year of the
Elephant (570 CE). They dsoagree
that he was born in his grandfa-
ther’s house on Monday, the
twelfth of Rabi’ a-Awwal, accord-
ing to the lunar calendar.

Truly, the birth of our Prophet
(pbuh) was a monumental event.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was
theinstrument through which God
revealed His Guidance for all of
humanity until the Day of Judge-
ment. We must love God and His
Prophet (pbuh), even more than
we love our parents, as Anas (ra)
narrated that Allah’'s Messenger
(pbuh) said: “ By Him in Whose
Hands my lifeis, none of you will
have faith till he loves me more
than his father, his children, and
all of mankind” (Bukhari 1:14).

A united grassroots effort to
prevent domestic violence

by Abdul Ghafoor Chaudhry

Doesdomestic violence occur
in Muslim homes?

Although it isincomprehensi-
ble and unimaginable that aMus-
limwould be abusive, it does hap-
pen. Many of ustend to think that
abuse is a phenomenon relevant
only to non-Muslims where self-
centered, drug addicts, drunk or
vicious people abuse their wives
and children, especially when in-
toxicated, stressed out by their
gambling losses or strapped for
money to buy alcohol or drugs.
Or perhaps it happens only when
aninnocent child disturbsthelife-
style of the people addicted to self-
gratification or thecareof thechild
hinders the parents' lustful life-
style and their concept of fun in
life. We tend to think that we
Muslims, having superior values
and avoidance of substance and
alcohol abuse are immune to the
abusive behavior. Unfortunately,
thisisnot true! Ashuman beings,
many of us have internalized the
un-1slamic values from the domi-
nant cultures around us and it
showsin our materialistic attitude
or self-centered vanities and self-
gratification asthe goal of life.

A Muslim is the one who is
best in conduct, who is caring,
loving, kind-hearted, merciful, for-
giving, compassionate and gener-
ous. The Holy Qur’'an has com-
manded us to be fair, equitable,
generous and gracious and to ex-
cel in these qualities. The Mes-
senger of Allah has told us that
the best of you arethe best to their
familiesand that thosewho are not
kind, loving and forgiving the
youngsters and who do not show

respect, leniency, tenderness and
patienceto theeldersare not Mus-
lims

A Muslim doesnot drink alco-
hol, does not gamble, does not
take drug and is not handicapped
by any kind of addictions. A Mus-
lim cannot be self-centered or ma-
teriaistic. A Muslimisdedicated
to raising a family with love and
affection and to providing the best
comfort and the best environment
for their families. A Muslim pre-
fersthe comforts of the Hereafter
and the pleasure of Allah and for
that he/she is wlling to make any
sacrifice. A Muslim knows that
Allah’s pleasure is attained
through making people around us
feel loved, secure, comforted and
at peace.

But how many of us care to
practiceit? How many really un-
derstand the true concept of Is-
lam? How many of usview Islam
justto beareligion of somerituals
so that aslong asthoserituals are
fulfilled, the performer is a good
Muslim regardless of one's con-
duct and dealings with people? It
isno wonder many so-called reli-
gious people are involved in do-
mestic abuse.

Let us wake up and promote
the real Islam where the pillars
make us the best people on earth
in our conduct! Let us practice
Islaminitstrue spirit! Let us stop
domestic abuse! It does not be-
long to aMuslim home!

For more information contact:
Abdul Ghafoor Chaudhry, Direc-
tor, Department of Community and
Social Services, ISNA-Canada

Tel. (905) 403-8406 Ext. 219.

Islam in Canada 2000

Continued from page 16
Masjid and the Imams as a com-
munication channel for the com-
munity. It became clear that while
Canadian Muslims had come a
long way in establishing them-
selves as part of the larger com-
munity, their future battles could
only befought effectively through
networking and cohesiveness. A
few myths regarding the percep-
tion of our youth and domestic
scene were shattered as we heard
stories about young Muslim of-
fenders and about domestic vio-
lence. TheMudlim community, and
in particular our community’s
leadership, has to acknowledge
the existence of these very seri-
ous problems before we can for-
mulate plans to tackle them to-
gether. The moderators also
agreed that the Muslim commu-
nity needs to take active interest
in broader issues such as poverty
and homelessness and not just
devote its energies on perceived
“Muslim” issues.

The sponsor organisations
committed to bringing into action
the recommendations as pro-
posed from the workshops and to
makethem public for greater ben-
efit.

A symposium such asthisone
that brought together various Is-
lamic organizations and demon-
strated how co-operation can be
achieved could become an annual
event.

Pen is Mightier
than Sword.
So why not write?
We invite writers,
interviewers, community
news reporters,
story writers for children,
etc. to send us their
contributions.
Please send your
articles by
May 30th, 2000
to be included in

July 2000 issue.
Avrticles should not be
more than about 1500

words.

Include your full name, address,
and phone number. You can send
your picture
and a little introduction about
yourself if you wish.
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The Empty Pot

by Marium Fatima Ahmad

As a Caliph, ‘Umar (ra)
had to take care of the
Muslims in his state, as a
father would to his chil-
dren. During the day, he
would work at home, and
at night, he used to walk
through the city streets to
make sure that not a sin-
gle Muslim went to sleep
on an empty stomach.

Onenight, as ‘Umar (ra)
was making his rounds
through the city, he heard
children crying from a
small house nearby. ‘Umar
(ra) went over to see what
the problem was and he
saw a woman sitting with
her children around a pot
that was boiling over a
fire. He noticed that they
were hungry and the lady
seemed sad.

‘Umar (ra), seeing the
pot over the fire, thought
that there was some food
in it and that the lady
would soon give her cry-
ing children something to
eat. However, a long time
passed and the contents
in the pot kept boiling, but
the woman never got up
to take out some food.

So finally, ‘Umar (ra)
knocked on the door. Af-
ter he was given permis-
sion to enter the house,
‘Umar (ra) asked the lady
why the children were cry-
ing. She told him that it
was because they were
hungry. ‘Umar (ra) was

puzzled and asked her
why she didn’t give them
any of the food that was
in the pot. The woman
whispered to ‘Umar (ra),
telling him not to tell the
children that there was
nothing in the pot except
water and stones and that
she was too poor to afford
any food. Shetold him that
they would soon cry them-
selves to sleep.

When the children fi-
nally did cry to sleep, the
woman told ‘Umar (ra) that
the reason she had no
money was because her
husband had died and
that the Bait-ul-Maal (wel-
fare office), unfortunately,
did not know of this. Oth-
erwise, if they had known,
they would surely have
helped her.

‘Umar (ra) then asked
the woman why she had
never told the Caliph of
her troubles. The lady an-
swered that since she
was a woman, it was not
right for her to go out
seeking help from the
Caliph, when it was his
duty to make sure that
everyone’s needs were
fulfilled. She also told him
that ‘Umar (ra) did not de-
serve to be the Caliph, if
this was how he treated
his fellow Believers. Of
course, during all this
time, the woman did not
realise that the very per-
son she was talking to

was ‘Umar (ra) himself!

‘Umar (ra) was very
shocked and felt
ashamed when he heard
what the woman had said.
So he ran to the Bait-ul-
Maal and filled a bag with
some flour, meat, and
sugar. As he was leaving
to return to the lady’s
house, one of his serv-
ants offered to carry the
bag for him. However,
‘Umar (ra) refused, saying
that his servant would not
be able to carry ‘Umar’s
burden for him on the Day
of Judgement, so why
should he do so now.

When ‘Umar (ra)
reached that lady’s house
with the bag full of food,
he took it out, cooked it,
and fed the children him-
self until they were satis-
fied. As he was leaving,
the woman thanked him
and told him that he
should replace ‘Umar (ra)
as the Caliph, as hewas a
kind and generous per-
son.

Upon hearing this,
‘Umar (ra) told the lady
that she was already talk-
ing to ‘Umar. He further
went on to say that it was
wrong for him not to have
attended to her needs
earlier. He promised her
that from that day on, the
Bait-ul-Maal would give
her a grant for her to be
able to support her chil-
dren until they grew up.

said:

said:

bitterness.”

The Prophet’s Gift

Whenever the Prophet's (p.b.u.h.) followers
reaped their first harvest, they brought early, fresh
fruits to him. Then he would distribute them among
those who sat around him. One morning, a poor
man brought one fruit from his small farm and gave
it to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.).

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) accepted the gift, tasted
it and then went on eating it alone while the com-
panions watched. One of those present meekly

“O Prophet of Allah, you have overlooked the
right of those who watch while you eat?”

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) smiled and waited till the
man who had brought the fruit had gone. Then he

“| tasted the fruit and it was not yet ripe. Had |
allowed you to have some of it, someone would
have definitely shown his distaste, thus disappoint-
ing the poor man who brought this gift.

Rather than make him feel bitter, | accepted the

Jokes

WHO’S RICHER?

Oneday, Yusuf and Yunus were arguing about whose

father was richer.

YUSUF: “My father is so rich that he’'s going to buy

the Pacific Ocean!”

YUNUS: “Well, if you don’t keep quiet, I'll tell my

dad not to sell it.”

UNANSWERABLE

A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of
blood. Trying to make the matter clearer, he said: “Now
boys, if | stood on my head, the blood, as you know,
would run into it and | would turn red in the face.”

“Yes, sir,” the boys said.

“Then, why is it that while | am standing upright, in
the ordinary position, the blood doesn’t run into my

feet?” the teacher asked.

Little Abdullah shouted, “Because your feet ain’t

empty!”

Sent via e-maill

Whenyou cameinto theworld,
she held you in her arms. You
thanked her by wailing like aban-
shee.

Whenyouwere 1year old, she
fed you and bathed you. You
thanked her by crying all night
long.

When you were 2 years old,
she taught you to walk. You
thanked her by running away
when she called.

When you were 3 years old,
shemadeall your mealswithlove.
You thanked her by tossing your
plate on thefloor.

When you were 4 years old,
she gave you some crayons You
thanked her by coloring the din-
ing roomtable.

When you were 5 years old,
she dressed you for the holidays.
You thanked her by plopping into
the nearest pile of mud

Thank You Mom!!

When you were 6 years old,
she walked you to school. You
thanked her by screaming, “I'M
NOT GOING!”

When you were 7 years old,
she bought you a baseball. You
thanked her by throwing it
through the next-door-neighbor’s
window.

When you were 8 years old,
she handed you anice cream. You
thanked her by drippingit all over
your lap.

When you were 9 years old,
she paid for piano lessons. You
thanked her by never even both-
ering to practice.

When you were 10 years old,
shedroveyou all day, from soccer
to gymnastics to one birthday
party after another. You thanked
her by jumping out of the car and
never looking back.

When you were 11 years old,
she took you and your friends to

the movies. You thanked her by
asking to sit in adifferent row.

When you were 12 years old,
she warned you not to watch cer-
tain TV shows. You thanked her
by waiting until sheleft the house.

Those teenage years

When you were 13, she sug-
gested a haircut that was becom-
ing. You thanked her by telling her
she had no taste.

When you were 14, she paid
for amonth away at summer camp.
You thanked her by forgetting to
writeasingleletter.

When you were 15, she came
homefromwork, looking for ahug.
You thanked her by having your
bedroom door locked.

When you were 16, she taught
you how to driver her car. You
thanked her by taking it every
chance you could.

When you were 17, she was
expecting an important call. You

thanked her by being on the
phone all night.

When you were 18, she cried
at your high school graduation.
You thanked her by staying out
partying until dawn.

Growing old and gray

When you were 19, she paid
for your collegetuition, droveyou
to campus, carried your bags. You
thanked her by saying good-bye
outside the dorm so you wouldn’t
be embarrassed in front of your
friends.

When you were 20, she asked
whether you were seeing anyone.
You thanked her by saying, “It's
none of your business.”

When you were 21, she sug-
gested certain careersfor your fu-
ture. You thanked her by saying,
“1 don’t want to be like you.”

When you were 22, she
hugged you at your college gradu-
ation. You thanked her by asking

whether she could pay for atripto
Europe.

When you were 23, she gave
you furniture for your first apart-
ment. You thanked her by telling
your friendsit was ugly.

When you were 24, she met
your fiancé and asked about your
plans for the future. You thanked
her by glaring and growling,
“Muuhh-ther, please!”

When you were 25, she helped
to pay for your wedding, and she
cried and told you how deeply she
loved you. You thanked her by
moving halfway across the coun-
try.

When you were 30, she called
with some advice on the baby.
You thanked her by telling her,
“Things are different now.”

And then, one day, she qui-
etly died. And everything you
never did came crashing downlike
thunder.
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Community in Action

Islam in Canada 2000

by our reporters

Participate. Be active. Do not
complain. Combine Deen and
Dunya. Stand for morals and
rights!

These were the messages
given by the speakers Haroon
Siddigi and Imam Khalid Abdul
Fattah Griggs at the symposium
held on Saturday April 29. It wasa
forum to initiate discussion of
major issues that affect the Mus-
[im community and to foster an
attitude of co-operation and toler-
anceamong Islamic organizations.
Effort was made to re-establish a
sense of moderation and main-
stream |slam among the Muslim
population. An array of sponsors
revealed that an attempt was ob-
viously made to bring together
different Muslim organizations
and their affiliatesto work as one
body.

The speeches were followed
by a series of workshops. Issues
dealt with revolved around activ-
ism (passiveness?) among the
Muslim community, domestic vio-
lence, role of our youth intoday’s
society, and theimportance of net-
working or pooling of resources.

Ways were discussed to chart
a common vision for Muslimsin
Canada, involvethe community to
participate in the Canadian poli-
tics and join hands if agreement
onissuesis51% rather than wait-
ingtofine 100% similarity inidess.

The focus of the program
was to discuss how Muslim Or-

ganizations could start to work
together incommon causes. It was
noted that a“ Generation Gap” ex-
ists in many organizations, since
most institutions are run by older
men in their fifties. Not only was
there concern that these institu-
tionswere often run asthey would
bein“Third World” countries, but
also that the older generation only
used the younger people for spe-
cific volunteer tasks, but did not
involve them in more meaningful
ways. It washumorouswhen one
of the panel members suggested
that this older generation not only
excludes those in their 20's, but
also often those in the 30's and
40'd

An interesting point was
brought up when one of the
panelists suggested that while the
younger generation has ideas,
they are the ones that don’t have
any assets or money in the bank
for ISamic causes. Theolder gen-
eration is running the institutions
and controls the resources, but
lacks new ideas.

Everyone agreed that Mus-
lims do NOT need more new or-
ganizations and new institutions,
but greater co-operation, informa-
tion-sharing and mergers between
organizations is required to gain
economies of scale and become
more efficient by reducing dupli-
cation. Suggestions for informa-
tion sharing included greater use
of the Internet, media resources,
and better Friday Khutbahs that
weremorerel evant to peopl€’ sreal

ISSA Conference

A Giant Leap for North American Muslims

| SSA pressrelease

Social servicesare an integral
part of our duty as Muslims. For
this reason, a progressive organi-
sation named ISSA ( Islamic So-
cial Services Association) was
born last year at the Annual Con-
ference of Mudlim Social Services
inVirginia. Thisyear, ISSA hadthe
opportunity to hold their first con-
ference from April 21-23,2000in
Toronto, Canada.

Alhamdulillah, the conference
was a complete success, allowing
professionalsand | slamic workers
fromall fields coming from asfar
as Texas, California, Florida, and
Alberta to network, exchange
ideas, and encourage the good.

| SSA isaunique organisation
sinceitisnot asocial service pro-
vider, but rather an organisation
that can serve “as a network for
addressing the social service con-
cerns Muslims have. [It] aimsto
provide support to social service
providers . . . through education,
training, services, and advocacy.”
Itis, therefore, an organisation that
helps Muslims to set up and suc-
cessfully provide socia services
within their own communities,
rather than running these services
for communities. This approach
helps to empower local Muslims

in providing help to their commu-
nities and decreases dependency
on larger associations. | SSA acts
asanational link and resource be-
tween these smaller community-
based organisations and is the
next step necessary for social serv-
icesin North America.

The“S.0.S.2000" Conference
was held at the beautiful Regal
Constellation Hotel in Toronto,
and started off with a welcome
address by Aneesah Nadir, Presi-
dent of ISSA.

A variety of topics were cov-
ered withinthelight of the Qur’an
and Sunnah during the three-day
conference. Theseincluded neigh-
bourly needs, disabilities, marriage
contracts, refugee resettlement,
patient-care services, cognitive
disorders, the human psyche, car-
ing for elders, Alzheimer’sdisease
and dementia, treating addiction,
culturally-related gender bias, and
challengesfacing Muslim parents
and youth.

Among the many inspirational
speakers were Omaya Rakieh,
RabiaKhedr, Ahmad K utty, Faisal
Kutty, Altaf Hussain, Dr. Fariyal
Ross Sheriff, Ahmad Teehi, Ayman
Al-Taher, Imam Muhammad,
ShahinaSiddiqui, Wahida Vaiante,
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Dr. Sharifah Mokhtar

by Sster Wiima, Staff Reporter

Dr. Sharifah Mokhtar, her kind
face beaming, hurried towardsthe
steps of the restaurant where she
wasto beinterviewed. Despite her
very busy schedule at Sick Kids
Hospital, she had agreed to meet
for abrief timefor our little chat.

It wasabrisk and cold day, and
my mind questioned why this
Malaysian-born lady was here in
Toronto rather than in her home-
land of Malaysia where it was
much warmer! The answer came
during the process of theinterview,
her reason an excellent one. She
had arrived here in September
1999towork at Sick Kidsfor ape-
riod of one year as a Paediatric
Cardiologist.

Some background information
on Malaysia may prove of inter-
est here. Malaysia's populationis
mainly Muslim. Under the consti-
tution, there is equal opportunity
for higher education for both sexes
and as a result, there are many
women lawyers, doctors, execu-
tives, etc.

Women, with their caring na-
ture, are immanently suited to be
doctorsand Dr. Mokhtar isagood

example of this. In Malaysia, she
worked as a general paediatric
doctor aswell asaPaediatric Car-
diologist. Although cardiology is
a tough field and takes years of
study, she feels women have a
special place in that field due to
their empathic and sensitive na-
tures.

When asked what the differ-
ence is between cardiology for
adults and children, her answer
was very enlightening: “Adult
cardiology dealsmorewith ischae-
mic heart diseases where the ves-
selsthat nourish the heart muscle
areblocked,” said Dr. Mokhtar.

“Ontheother hand, paediatric
cardiology deals morewith abnor-
malitiesin the development of the
heart and its anatomy. For an ex-
ample, the heart may have defects
(holes) init. The blood vessels of
the heart may be small, causing
obstruction to blood flow or the
valvesmay besmall or absent. So,
in short there are 1001 abnormali-
tiesthat can just affect any part of
the heart.”

The talk turned towards faith
in God and how it affected her stud-
ies and her life work. In Dr.

daily lives.

The “ldeological Session” of
the day was conducted by Shaikh
Ahmad Kutty, who emphasized
the need for Muslims to shun the
extremesof both literalismand ex-
treme spiritualism and tread the
middle path. Shaikh Kutty urged
Muslims to first educate them-
selves by reflecting on the verses
of the Holy Qur’an and on the

Sunnah, so that we become aware
of what isrequired of us. Thiswill
make usless susceptibleto follow-
ing extremeideas out of ignorance.

The final session of the day
saw moderators from each work-
shop presenting recommenda-
tions. A common theme was that
of unity among the various organi-
sations and a reaffirmation of the
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Mokhtar’s own words, we learn
that “the more| learn about medi-
cineandthe higher | goin my edu-
cation, the stronger ismy faith in
Allah. He createsit and sometimes
medicine cannot explainit. There
arealot of thingsin medicinethat
wedtill cannot explain. ItisHisWill
andHiscreation. Inldam, itissad
that for every disease there is a
treatment, though sometimes we
can't cure everything.”

Asamother of threesmall chil-
dren, Dr. Mokhtar findsit difficult
tofit any recreational activitiesin
for herself such asreading, televi-
sion, newspapers, shopping, etc.
Her time is confined to hospital
and home. Sherisesvery early in
the morning to pray, do her stud-
ies and her housework, plus cook
for her family’s needs during the
day. After along and tiring day at
the hospital, she comes home to
be with her family and to spend
quality timewith them before set-
tling them to sleep.

When asked how she feels as
a Muslim woman to hear reports
in the mainstream media of the
oppression of women in Muslim
countries, her answer was direct
andtothe point: “In Islam women
and men are equal in the eyes of
Allah. Oppression of women in
particular, and human beings in
general, is cruel and should not
be happening. In thisworld, | re-
ally hope and pray to God that
there will be peace and | always
pray for thewell being of all Mus-
limsinmy daily prayers.”

Although Dr. Mokhtar’s stay
in Toronto will only beayear and
her workload heavy, she made it
very clear that she admires the
hard-working people she has met
at her work and looks forward to
going to her job each day. Shein-
tends to learn as much as she can
sothat her stay will befruitful and
shecan bring back as much knowl-
edge as possible to her own coun-
try.

We, at The Ambition, wish her
all of God's blessings as she con-
tinues her stay among us.




