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Jesus Through a
Muslim Lens

Many may be surprised to learn that Muslims
believein Jesus’ miracles. But this shared interest
goes much further.

By Michael Wolfe

Jesus of Nazareth is the most
widely reveredreligiousfigureinthe
world. Not only ishecentrd to Chris-
tianity, the largest religion in the
world, heisalso venerated through-
out Islam, the world’s second larg-
est faith.

Christians may be surprised to
learnthat Muslimshbdlieveinthe Vir-
gin Birth and Jesus' miracles. But
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this shared interest in his message
goes much further.

Inour scientific age, themiracu-
lous side of Jesus' story has greatly
obscured his role in the prophetic
tradition. In this sense, there may
be more important questions for
Muslims and Christians than
whether hewalked onwater or raised
the dead.

In the Muslim view, Jesus es-
sential work was not to replicate
magic bread or to test our credulity,
but to complement the legalism of
the Torah with aleavening compas-
sion rarely expressed in the older
testament. His actions and words
introduce something new to mono-
theism: They develop the merciful
spirit of God's nature. Jesus con-
firmed the Torah, stressing the con-
tinuity of his lineage, but he also
developed the importance of com-
passion and self-purification ascru-
cia linksbetween learning thewords
of God’'s message and possessing
the wisdom to carry it out.

Oddly enough, some of the re-
cent work by New Testament schol -
ars seemsto have reached aview of
Christ not all that different from
Muslims'. For us and for these
scholars, Jesus appears not as a lit-

Continued on page 17

Lessons from Ramadan

by Ashraf Zaghloul

Allah, the Most Merciful, de-
scribes the month of Ramadan in
Surah Al-Bagara as the month in
which the Qur’an was revealed, to
provide guidance for all people. As
we near the end of the month, let us
consider if thisistheend, orisit a
beginning? What is the purpose of
thismonth?If it istakenjust for fast-
ing, then soonit will be over. If itis
something more than that, then we
should apply the lessons we learnt
during Ramadan.

Allah gave us Ramadan as a
training period to prepare usfor the
year ahead. During Ramadan, He
trains us for 30 days and the good
training we should carry with us
throughout the year until the next
Ramadan.

Look at the lessons we learn
during the month of Ramadan. We
learnthat for 30 days, we can go for
12 to 16 hours without food and
water. Wecangetuptoeatat 4 or 5
o’ clock inthe morning and pray the
Fajr (morning prayer) ontime, goto
work, and can still do a good job.
We learn to pray extra at night and
read the Qur’ an. We spend moretime
with family and with friendsand we
visit the sick. We also give to the
poor. We devel op these habits, and
we should not forget them at the end
of the month.

Most of us are used to eating
during the day. We have three big
meals and sometimes want to snack
between the meals. During
Ramadan, we learn that two meals
are enough. The Messenger (peace
be upon him) said, “ The worst pot
that a human being fillsis his stom-
ach and that a few mouthful s of food
should be enough for the day. If we
have to eat then one third of our
stomach is for food, one third for
water and onethird for breathing.”
Most of us eat and drink so much
that thereisno more spaceto breath.
Ramadan teaches that we can do
without filling our bellies. During the
month of Ramadan, the whole fam-
ily eatstogether, both breakfast and
dinner. It teaches us to eat at fixed
times and that it is good when the
wholefamily eatstogether.

Normally, when | went to work
in the morning, | used to look for-
ward to the first cup of coffee. In

Ramadan, thank God, | went for 30
days without drinking any coffee
and realized that thereisno need for
it. The fasting of Ramadan helped
me get over this craving. The same
thing goes for those who smoke. If
they canfast for 16 hourswithout it,
they should take this opportunity
to cut down or give up smoking.

Usualy, if youask peopleif they
pray Fajr on time, most people will
give excuses, like, “I tried to but |
was very tired and | could not get
up.” We learn in the month of
Ramadan that we can get up every
night for 30 days to eat and pray,
and so, we should be able to get up
for Fajr on time for the rest of the
year. The Messenger (pbuh) said,
“Two Rakaa in the middle of the
night is better than any thing else
on earth,” so we should practice
what we have learnt and get the
blessings throughout the year.

We learn that we can read the
full Qur’ an once or more times dur-
ing the month of Ramadan. A com-
panion of the Prophet went to The
Messenger (pbuh) and asked how
many times should heread thewhole
Qur'an? Hetold himto read it once
a month. The companion said he
could do better, so the Messenger
(pbuh) said to him, “read it in 20

days.” He said he could do better,
and could read it in 7 days. The
Messenger (pbuh) said, “but not in
less than 7 days.” Thus, it was de-
sired by the Prophet (pbuh) to fin-
ishthe Qur’an at least once amonth.
When Ramadan is over, how many
of us go back to reading the Qur’an
and keep up this good habit? The
Messenger (pbuh) tells us, “ Do not
let your homes belike graves. Read
the Qur’an inthem” . All it takesis
20 minutesaday, likewedid during
Ramadan. There is reward in just
reading the Qur’ an. We should also
take extra time to understand the
meaning of some of the verses so
they may have alasting impression
on us and help us make our lives
easier and happier.

We learn to go for Ishaa and
Tarweeh inthe mosque every night,
yet when Ramadan is over we stop
going to the mosque. We might go
on Friday or we might go once a
month, but during Ramadan, we seek
time out and can takethe children to
themosgue every night to pray. The
Messenger (pbuh) said, “ If people
knew what the reward is for the
Ishaa and Fajr prayers in the
mosque, they would come even if

they hadto crawl.” Solet’snot stop
Continued on page 18

Adherence to Religion
Solves Social Problems

In a community of true believers, there is very little
immoral behaviour.

by Harun Yahya

The most distinctive character-
istic of societies not bound by the
principles of religion is the preva-
lence of degeneration and
itsdeep penetrationinto all
levelsof society, which be-
comes more chronic with
each passing day. Since
people do not follow
Qur’ anic precepts and are
bereft of values like the
fear of God or the neces-
sity to earn God's approval,
nothing to hinder this degeneration.
Thereare, of course, sometraditions,

-

o .

ereis

customs and social laws devel oped
by individuals or leaders, which
shape the general conduct of soci-
ety. But, because these have been
developed by manand are
not grounded in the fear
of God, their impact on so-
ciety isfeeble. Ultimately,
they fail torestrain behav-

iour that is cruel,
unconscientious and inhu-
man.

To give an example,
thereisnoreason why one
who conducts himimmorally should
Continued on page 18
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Keep up the good work!

Now that Ramadhan is over, most of us will tend to “relax”[in our
religious fervor] abit, getting very busy with our traditional celebrations
of Eid.

Alhamdulillah, almost all of ushave observed the holy month with the
best of our “spiritual/religious ability”. | think even those who never had
the pleasure of joining Jamaa't for Ishasalat might have been there at | east
once — on the Lailatul Qadr. Those of us who wouldn't do five daily
prayersall year round but only off and on, or sometimes, would have made
an effort not to miss any, or at least felt bad if they missed some and
offered “Qadha’ for it when they had achance. On similar grounds, those
who are regular round the year in their salat made efforts to step up with
the quality of their salat, also offering extraNawaafil, pulling themselves
to win the bounties at “Tahajjud” time (getting up in the middle of the
night for voluntary prayers), reciting the Qur’ an al-Hakim more often and
keeping their tongues, or the least their hearts, busy in“Zikr”. Thereisfor
sure an air of religious excitement and zeal during this month even in the
ones who have weakest of faith.

So most of us have conscioudly tried to refrain from even the minor
sins, ones that we may not avoid round the year but feel uncomfortable
doing inthismonth, liketelling liesto avoid an embarrassing situation, or
watching too much explicit content on media, or listening to music all the
waking hours. Also if we could get the stats, there must be a major cut
back in the number of backbiting and name-calling, that amost all of usget
downtointentionally or unintentionally. Chancesare almost all of ushave
tried to engage ourselves in helping someone else just for the sake of
Allah and have beenin amore charitable frame of mind, above and beyond
the obligatory Zakat. May Allah accept al the efforts made by all of us,
because He promises in his book that an act of goodness even if its as
small asagrain of sand will not go without reward.

Subhan Allah! He— the Beneficent, the ever Merciful will pay multi-
pletimesfor al the good deeds done in this month. He accepts our fasts
and forgivesour sinsand letsus purify our dull, weary, materialistic souls
in the blissful showers of al 30 days and nights of Ramadhan. But that’s
not the end of the story...that’s not the complete purpose of this great
month that is just the completion of a “refresher course”. Ramadhan is
indeed arefresher coursefor al Muslims. Isn’t it another great blessing of
Allahthat He has made obligatory on all of usthis period of timewhenwe
can take our slowing down, tired, weakened and dirty souls to launder
them and refresh them, bring them out shiny like new, asthey are originally
made and intended to look like.

If any good employer in thisworld paysuswell all year and yet gives
refresher courses to advance and enhance our work skills and offers bo-
nuses after the course, wouldn’t al of uswant to bewith that employer all
year round, keeping akeen eye on our performance? | would.

S0 let’s do ourselves this favour. Let’s keep our strings pulled to-
gether and not let them go looseimmediately; let’stry to stick to the habit
of timely salat offered with apresent heart; let’s keep the spirit of helping
others all year round just the way we did in this holy month; let’'s recite
Qur’an every day and try to understand and incorporate its message in
our lives (if we haven’t been doing that earlier) al year round; let’salways
keep our hearts and hands open for charity for the purpose of propagation
of Islam or to help another needy.

Let’'s make avow to ourselves that we are not going to revert to any
major or minor sins, like lying, backbiting, name-calling etc. just to save
faceinthisworld. After al, weall do believethat thisworld will cometoan
end and weall will gather againin amuch bigger gathering of all humans.
How will we save face therewhen our liesand sinswill be openin front of
everyone? So even if we are pressed, we won't not lie or engage in acts
that are disliked by Allah. We will not let ourselves be swooped to coax
and plot negatively for anyone. We'll not let go of justice, even in the
smallest every day affairs.

Let’stry to always keep in our minds that Allah is watching us right
now just aswe do in Ramadhan by abstaining from eating or drinking even
when we have the chance to do so. After al, in this age of “living sensi-
bly” when all of us want to make sensible decisions, earn and spend
wisely, wear, educate, travel, walk and talk wisely, would it be wise to
forget or give-up everything that a“ Refresher Course” just equipped us
with?

Aasiya Amir

Letters/ Opinion

Making of An Activist Community
The first step is a paradigm shiftin our minds

By Naeem Sddiqi

“Mudlimsarelazy”

“Thereis aconspiracy brother”

“We don’'t have any resources”

“1 am only one person”

These are some of thetypical re-
sponses to the question of “Why are
Mudimslackingin power 7’ or “Why
isthe Muslim community politically
inactive?’. They are aso some of the
more pervasive mythsin our commu-
nity that we choose to accept, and
that prevent us from reaching for
higher goals.

But how do we get to a stage
where our community uses its re-
sourcesto empower itself politically
and socially? The answer liesintwo
main areas. Firstly, thereisaneed to
prioritisepolitical and social activism
within our community. Secondly, and
moreimportantly, there needstobea
critical shift in the mindset of Mus-
lims. Without this paradigm shift,
even the easiest activist tasks will
becomedifficult.

Letslook at someof these myths.

Canadian Muslims are not lazy.
On the contrary, most Muslims are
hardworking individuals who have
reached success in businesses and
professional disciplines. New immi-
grants work multiple jobs to make
ends meet and create opportunities
for their kids. Muslims work ex-
tremely hard when they are focused
and they need to. It is therefore un-
likely that our lack of influenceisdue
toagenerally lazy community.

We are also not short on re-
sources. While it is true that the
Muslim community has pockets of
poverty, the number of new mosques
and other Muslim projects that are
going on in the GTA is a testament
to the fact that the Muslim commu-
nity can, and does come up with sub-
stantial financial and human re-
sources when it needs to. Our com-
munity has, and continues to build
brick and mortar institutions to sup-
port our spiritual development.

If weareto mature asan influen-
tial Canadian community, we need to
redirect some of this effort towards
social and political activism, advo-
cacy and mainstream issues.

The ever-present explanation of
conspiracy theoriesto explainal our
problems stunts our community’s
growth morethan wethink. It rotsus
fromwithin. Blaming our problemson
others, by definition, absolves us
from self-examination. If the other
person is at fault, then | don’t need
to consider my own shortcomings. It
has also provided an outlet for some

Muslimsto expressclearly racist sen-
timents against other groups. | often
hear Muslims criticizing others for
turning everything into an Al-Qaeda
conspiracy — and at the same time
terming this as a Jewish conspiracy
initself!

Self-reflection and improvement
isakey component of being a good
Muslim. It is also the only way we
have to improve ourselves.

But far moreimportant than that,
before we can become a community
of activists, there needs to be a shift
in our mindsets. The Muslim com-
munity has too often seenitself ina
victim mode, and asecond-classciti-
zen mentality has started to crystal-
lise into our minds. Thisisthe most
significant factor that we need to
address.

Consider some of the most suc-
cessful anti-racism activistsand free-
dom fighters of the last century —
people like Malcolm X, Gandhi,
Jinnah, Kenyatta and Martin Luther
King. They undeniably lived under
far more restrictive circumstances
than we do. Racism and colonialism
wereofficia policies. Yet these men
had one thing that led them to suc-
cess — they were confident that they
werefirst class, equd citizensof their
homelands, and demanded to be
treated as such. They felt “equal sta-
tus’ was not someone else’sto give
them — it was theirsto start with.

A community that thinksit issec-
ond-class will always be treated as
second class. Before we can demand
better treatment and respect from
others, we need to start respecting
ourselves. Canadian Muslimsare not
second-class citizens. Despite the
challenges imposed on our commu-
nity since 9/11, we are till free to
worship, vote, speak and live our
lives without massive unreasonable
intrusions. We cannot resign our-
selvesto ‘gismat’ (fate), and accept
mistreatment asour lot inlife. If we
succumb to these thoughts, we have
already lost the battle.

Once we free ourselves of these
false notions of conspiracy theories
and second-class citizenship, be-
coming activists will be far easier.
Picking up the phoneto expressyour
thoughts to your local M P, Council-
lor, MPP etc. will not be a difficult
task. Writing aletter or email to TV
Stations, newspapers and the Prime
Minister will be as natural as donat-
ing your zakat. Thereason is, when
you expect to betreated with respect,
and have your voices heard — any-
thing else would be unacceptable,

/ Space permitting, all \
op-eds and letters
are published
regardless of the
journal’s policy. We
entertain all letters,
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address, and
telephone number.
Only names will be

letters@theambition.com

and you will act accordingly.

Lastly, the notion that one per-
son cannot make a difference must
be dispelled. The freedom fighters
and leaders mentioned previously
started with great ideas and a lot of
energy. They did not have massive
offices with large budgets at their
disposal —yet, their contributionsto
entire societies is now beyond de-
bate. We need only look around at
the social welfare and advocacy
groups in Canada, and recall how
they started. One person can make a
difference. The phonecall you make
to your local MPto ask him why the
Canadian government is not doing
enough to protect its Muslim and
Arab citizensfrom harassment at the
UShorder, will carry weight if 50 other
Muslims make the same call. If 20
Muslims write to the local newspa-
per pointing out unfair coverage,
they have a better chance of being
published. Yet, if everyone expects
someone else to do it, nothing gets
done.

[Naeem Sddigi is the Communica-
tions Director of the Canadian-Muslim
Civil Liberties Association Visit:
www.cmcla.org

Another thing we can suggest to Mus-
lims is to put their money where their
mouth is. Open their wallets to the or-
ganizations that are engaged in this
work. Other than CMCLA, thereareCIC
and CAIR-CAN that areactively invioved
inthe political activism— Editors.]

NOW THAT RAMADAN
ISOVER

Theholy month of Ramadanisover.
Wefasted the month, we gave Zakat, we
restrained ourselves, exercised control
over our basic instincts, and finally cel-
ebrated Eid-Ul-Fitr giving almsand rub-
bing shoulderswith our fellow Muslims.
Allah had closed the gates of Hell during
the last third of the month in answer to
fasting by His believers.

Theact of fasting holds several ben-
efits. It teaches us patience. It isan exer-
cisein self-control. It allowsusto empa-
thize with the less fortunate. The very
act of fasting instillsin Muslims a sense
of brotherhood and unity as we collec-
tively observe the restrictions of having
to do without food, water and other
pleasures during the fasting hours. This
allows us to become better human be-
ings.

To me, thecommandment to fast was
revealed by Allah to alow man to as-
sume humantraitsinthislife by the prac-
tice of restraint, patience, empathy for
others and charity. And by this, | be-
lieve Allah meant for one's entire life.
Not just during the month of Ramadan. |
wonder, how many of ussharemy view?

Munawwar Merchant
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From the
Qur'an

Let man reflect on the
food he eats, how We
pour down rainwater in

bundance and cleave
the soil asunder.
How We bring forth
grain, grapes and

nutritious vegetation;
olives and dates, lush

gardens, fruits and
odder, as a means of

sustenance for you and
your cattle.

\_ (80: 24-32) /
From the

Hadith

Asma Narrated: The
Prophet said to me,
"Do not withhold your
money,

(for if you did so) Allah

would withhold His
blessings
fromyou."

(A-Bukhar)

by Ayub Hamid
(Second of a two part series)

Now that we have gone over the
proper attitude to approach the
Qur’an and to understand its mes-
sage, let ustalk about theright path
it guides to. Specifically, let us re-
view what is the correct religious
paradigm or Islamic outlook taught
by the Qur'an and should be our
ultimate vision for the Hereafter.
Thisvision isdependent ontwo sub-
visions: One, being presented on the
Day of Judgment in the audience of
Allah, our Master, such that He is
pleased with our performance and
we are praising Him profusely and
happily for Hisgrace and mercy and
for easy reckoning; and two, being
welcomed into Jannah (Paradise)
with greetings of peace, sofar away
from Jahannam (Hell) that we do not
even hear its sounds.

To qualify for the above, our fo-
cus for this world is two-fold: (a)
Individual, and (b) collective.

() Individually, each of us
should livetheway Allahlikesusto
live; i.e., become the best a human
being can be — excelling in ethics,
morals, behaviour, dealings, actions,
interactions, fairness, equity, care,
kindness, generosity, grace and de-
cency.

(b) Collectively, first, the Mus-
lims should be organized into one
body, a united Ummah, that finally
should takes shape of the Islamic
state politically administered in the
form of Khilaafah resulting into the
best possible human society — a
loving, caring, sharing, peaceful, just
and gracious society where every-
one enjoys security, dignity, respect,
equality and tranquility. Second,
dominate globally so that Allah’'s
world is under Allah’s rule (the Is-
lamicworld order), Idamisthedomi-
nant way of life and the matters of
the whole world are dealt with

Approaching the Qur'an

Islamically, and the whol e globe be-
comesapeaceful ideal society where
everyone lives in peace, harmony
and in submission to the Creator.

The Holy Qur’an (Chapter Al-
Asr) indicates that to make this vi-
sion become a reality, we need to
spend the time, entrusted to us in
the form of our life span, in away
that it is characterized by thefollow-
ing features:

It must bealife of faith spentin
good deeds; promoting Haqq (what
isright) and developing an environ-
ment where the right behaviour is
encouraged and flourished; and
promoting Sabr (patience) — pro-
moting, encouraging and nourish-
ing steadfastness, constancy, con-
sistency and perseverancein living
by faith, practising good deeds and
promoting the right behaviour.
Those who do not live their lifein
this manner are the ultimate losers.
Let's explain how we can achieve
these qualities.

Faith (Iman) is not something
that one superficially accepts as an
ideathat does not have much impli-
cationonone'slife. Faithistheac-
ceptance of the realities that shape
one's behaviour and dominate and
determineone'slifestyle. Faith has,
infact, threeimmediateimplications
on a person’s personality and life-
style, inthe absence of which, claim
tofaithisessentialy false.

(& Assoonasapersonacquires
a valid faith, the first change that
occurs in his attitude is that he be-
comes sincere in hiswords and ac-
tions and his intentions become
purefor Allah.

(b) From that point on, hismind
should be dominated with the con-
sciousness and presence of Allah
(Dzikr) which will give him an atti-
tude of

watching himself constantly that
he does only the things Allah ap-
proves and avoids

what Allah disap-
proves (Taqwa).

(@) Hewill
immediately join a
community of be-
lievers (Jama’ ah)
and he will become
truthful, honest
and trustworthy in
his dealings.

This Dzikr,
Tagwa, sincerity,
trustworthiness
and Jama’ ah genu-
inely declare and
witness
(Shahaadah) of the
existence of a true
Iman. A claim to
faith in the absence
of any of thesefive
corollaries is hy-
pocrisy (Nifaaq).

2. Iman and
Taqwa, supported
by Dzikr and
Jama’ ah, become
the foundations for
the development of
Islamic personality
and good behav-
iour. Good actions
are natural result of
Iman and Tagwa.
While the faith be-
comes the founda-

tion for good behaviour, the other four
pillars of Islam (Salaah, Zakaah, Fast-
ing and Hajj) providethe structure and
framework on which Islamic personal-
ity is developed and closeness to Al-
l[ahisattained. They aso act asthe prac-
tical and active form of Dzikr of Allah
through which Tagwaand Iman arefur-
ther nourished, strengthened and rein-
forced. But most importantly, they (the
pillars) also provide the structure for
the establishment of political, social
and economic system of Islam for the
community of the Believers (Jama ah).
These pillars are not established un-
lesstheir collectiverole for the politi-
cal and financial systemisfully imple-
mented in the form of apolitical entity
or Islamic state.

The values that lead the Islamic
behaviour are: practice of Justice,
Grace, Charity; and avoidance of inde-
cent, bad and transgressive attitudes.
Asthe Holy Qur’an declares. “ Verily,
Allah commands"Adl (fairness, equity,
justice) Ihsaan (excellencein servitude
to Allah, benevolence towards people,
graciousness in dealings) and giving
to those closeto you, while He forbids
Fahshaa (lewdness, indecency, licen-
tiousness, immorality), Munkar (bad
actions, undesirable activities, gener-
ally unaccepted behaviour, not fulfill-
ing one's obligations), and Baghy (re-
bellion, transgressing limits, exploiting
or violating others' rights, abuse of
authority or freedom). He admonishes
you so that you heed the advice.”
(16:90)

These values (Further explained
and detailed in 17:22-39) arethe deter-
minants of al Islamic injunctions and
teachings and must govern the indi-
vidual and collective (state’'s) behav-
iour and lead to personal and govern-
ment excellence.

Hence, the good deeds are all those
actions that are conducted in accord-
ance of the teachings of the Qur-aan
and Sunnah within the framework pro-
vided by thepillars of Islam and values
dictatedin An-Nahl (16:90.)

Promoating of Haqq (truth) represent
the spirit that translatesinto actionsin
the form of Jihaad bin-Nafs (using
one'sowntimes, abilitiesand life) and
Jihaad bil Maal (using one's money
and resources for Islamic work, activ-
ism, spending in the way of Allah for
thedominance of ISsamwhichisin ad-
ditionto Zakah and common charity).
Jihaad bin-Nafs takes the form of the
following actions:

* Da'wah (Propagation of Islam)
and Amr bil Ma roof (enjoining good)
and Nahi ‘anil Munkar (forbidding
evil); Qitaal (Fighting intheway of Al-
lah)

Da wah and Amr hil Ma roof (en-
joining good) and Nahi ‘anil Munkar
includes activities such as creating | s-
lamic atmosphere within family and
social circle; ensuring that family and
social life revolves around Deen; par-
ticipating in and organizing Halagahs,
group sessions and study circles; co-
operating in the initiatives that are
based on Tagwa and righteousness;
standing up and speaking up for jus-
tice, equity and what is right; helping
thosewhoserightsareviolated or com-
promised; non-cooperating and effec-
tively opposing those who are unfair
or violate other’s rights; pressing the
violators to do the right thing; media
relations and related activities for de-
veloping and promoting the accurate

image of Islam and Muslims; po-
litical activismfor the attainment
of deserving power, influence, ef-
fectiveness and status for I1slam
and Muslims; and, removing ob-
staclesintheway of Islam.

Promoting Sabr — promot-
ing, encouraging and nourishing
steadfastness, constancy, con-
sistency and perseverancein liv-
ing by faith, practising good
deeds and promoting the right
behaviour. Staying constantly
and consistently on the
abovementioned path is not easy
without Sabr and the environ-
ment that promotes Sabr.

Promoting Haqqg and Sabr,
thus, are foundations on which
Jihad is carried out that should
result into personal excellence
of a Muslim and the dominance
of Islam and establishment of
Allah’s rule over the globe.

Every Muslims has a duty to
adopt a lifestyle fashioned ac-
cording to this path and needs to
make a commitment to give this
lifestylethetop most priority un-
til persona excellence (Tazkiyah)
isachieved and until Iamic state
is created and Allah’'sruleis es-
tablished over the globe (Izhaar
of Deen). As we cannot be per-
fect, personal excellence
(Tazkiyah) is a continuous proc-
ess of self-improvement that has
to continue throughout our life.
Similarly the collective struggle
also has to continue first to es-
tablish a state and then to main-
tainit. Thisiswhat will help at-
tain Islamic vision for thisworld
and also the Hereafter.

Thisistheldamicway of life
(Deen of Islam) which we have
been commanded to establish and
for which al prophetswere sent.
This is aso the witness we are
supposed to bear in front of the
people of the world as the
prophet witnessed it for us. The
learning of this Deen from the
Qur’an and Sunnah and then prac-
tising it through this framework
isthelbadaah (worship) for which
wewere created.

Thus, a Muslim’s mission
statement is: “ The mission of my
lifeisto please Allah and earn a
placein Jannah by dedicating my
life and resources in a lifelong
Jihad for my continuous personal
improvement as well as for the
domination of Islam, practising
the Deen of Idam asmapped here-
under, sothat individually | excel
in all my dealings and affairs of
lifeand collectively we establish
and sustain an Islamic state
(Khilaafah) and Islamic world or-
der of peace and justice over the
wholeglobe.”

This is the balanced way of
life Islam offers and the straight
path observed by the prophets,
and righteous Muslims and the
correct paradigm with complete
picture of IsSamasaway of life.

Peace to all.
Submission to Only
One God.
That is Islam.
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SAJDA (Prostration) 2\

By Dr. Muhammad Karim Beebani, exercise. The handsarethen specifically stretched out
Saudi Gazette and thencetheforearm aswell asarm musclesare sup-
Sajda (Prostration) is a unique posed to bear the weight in the Sajda (Prostration)
position or stance in the regular position. It gives good exercise to the muscles of the
prayers, whichaMuslimissupposed upper limb. The Prophet (pbuh) advised his com-
to offer at least fivetimesaday. Al- panions not to put the forearms flatly on the ground
though the basic purpose of obliga-  but to keep them elevated above ground and this is
tory prayersisnot to provide an ex-  better for the forearm and arm muscles.
ercise for people yet it is being in- Medically speaking, Sajdais aunique positionin
creasingly recognized that it has which brain (or head) becomes lower than the heart
plenty of medical advantagesforthe and hence for the first time the blood gushes towards
human body. the brain with full force whereasin all other positions
Here it isworth mentioning that  (even when lying) brainisabovethe heart when it has
the Prophet Muhammed (pbuh) has to work against gravity to send blood to the brain.
mentioned in a hadith in Ibn Hence, due to the increased blood supply the brain

~\

Maja:’ Prayer is a receives
cure for many dis- more nour-
eases'. The posi- ishment and
tion of Sajda in it has good
which the forehead . - effect upon
touches the ground "."r memory, vi-
isexclusively asso- r sion, hear-
ciated with the ing, concen-
Muslim form of tration, and
prayer. It isthe cli- all other
mex cognitive
of aMudim’'sprayer andasmen-  abilitiesduring Sgjda.
tioned in aHadithaMuslim is near- In the unique position of Sagjda the neck muscles
est to Allah in this position. get best exercise. They haveto bear theload when the

The Messenger of Allah (pbuh) forehead lays at the ground hence the neck muscles
said: “The nearest a servant comes become stronger. One can note the tense pressure at
tohisLordiswhenheisprostrating the neck musclesin the position of Sajdaspecially the
himself, so make supplication’ (in active motion of the neck and thefacial muscleswhen
this state)” In a Hadith narrated by theheadisbeinglifted. (e.g. oneinch abovethe ground)
Anas bin Malik the Prophet(pbuh) and it will be noticed that they are in a very active
advised Muslims to perform Rukuu  motion.

(bowing) and Sajda (prostration) More strong muscles of the cervical vertebrawill
properly. Another Hadith detailsthe be better protected. Strength of cervical muscles is
adviceto perform Sgjda(Prostration) important as the head rests upon cervical vertebra
and bowing calmly andtoget uponly  supported by cervical musculature. In fact head per-
when the body has come to ease. formsrotator movementsover the cervical vertebra. In

Hence the first positive effect any accident cervical neck examination is especially
upon aperson who prostratesor does  important to the physicians because of its
Sajdaisthat he comesnearest to Al- extraordinary importance. It is uncommon that a
lah and hence in that condition he person who offers his prayers regularly will get the
can supplicate. Thisisagreat psy- usual neck myalgias or cervical spondylosis as the
chological advantage and it gives neck muscles particularly become very strong due to
relief tothe praying person, aslifeis the 34 sgjdas offered daily in five prayers.
full of worriesand inthisposition he The unique position of Sajda also has positive ef-
gets at least atransient refuge from  fectsupon the back musclesaswhile going into Sajda
the agonizing problems, and it'snot  and getting up from it the back muscle contract ac-
just any refuge, it's the best refuge tively and they become stronger. Probably it is be-
for asoul—therefugeof the Creator, cause of this reason that a person who is regular in
the Benevolent, the Merciful!! prayerswill (rarely) get backache.

When a person goes to the posi- It is often observed that People who offer their
tion of Sgjda(Prostration), hiswhole prayersregularly have more will power and can cope
body isin active motion. Thisposi- with the difficulties of life in a much better manner.
tion can be considered asamini dive  They have acam, cool headed and cal cul ated dispo-
asthemusalli (onewho offersprayer)  sition, and they are not easily panicked or pressured.
goes to rest his forehead on the They have less incidence of headaches, psychologi-
ground whilehishandsareplacedat  cal problems and other defects of cognitive function.
the sides. This brings most of the Finaly, the best blessing isthe peace of mind which
body muscles, if not al, in active aperson derives by the accomplishment of hisduty to
motion and servesto givethemsome  Allah, by fulfilling an obligation.

N
J

.“;?_,;:- - e
L L A #”

\ !ﬂ 0 attack on
o

SRR

15/11/2002

7
o




The Ambition, Shawwal 1423/ December 2002

5

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Muhammad Ali’s in Toronto - Up Close & Personal

by Uruzurum Heer

Asachild living in the Western
society in the 70’s, | remember
Muhammad Ali, as being one of the
few Muslims having received the
spotlight because of both his fame
and success as the World Heavy-
weight Boxing Champion threetimes!
Whether from the parent generation
or from the younger generation, eve-
ryone knows Muhammad Ali’s fa-
mous quote, “Float like a butterfly,
sting likeabee”.

Muhammad Ali (how 60 years
old) was formerly Classius Clay Jr.,
before he changed his name to
Muhammad Ali at the age of 21.

On Sunday, October 20", 2002, the
Toronto Argonauts paid tribute to
Muhammad Ali by inviting him to
their football game at the Skydome
toraisemoney for research into Par-
kinson’sdisease. Thereare currently
over 100,000 Canadianswho are af -
flicted with Parkinson’'s disease, a
degenerative brain disease. Thisisa
disease that has affected Ali’s motor
skills for years now. He was diag-
nosed with it after he retired from
boxing.

The Skydome had agathering of
almost 25,000 peoplewho cameto see
the legendary hero of boxing. The
United Muslims had arranged for a
designated seating area as well as
prayer accommodation for the Mus-
limswho attended thisevent. Before
the game, the team promoted a
telethon, with proceeds going to the
Parkinson Society of Canada and
Parkinson’s research at the Univer-
sity of Toronto.

The former US President Bill

Clinton, who paid tributeto Ali viaa
video message on a big screen, in-
troduced Ali. The crowd was ecstatic
toseeAli, ashecameinablack lim-
ousine onto the field, waving as the
crowd, up on its feet at halftime
chanted loud and clear, “Ali, Ali,
Ali”.

Some of the dignitaries on hand,
for this celebration, were Toronto
Maple Leafs Captain Mats Sundin,
Olympic wrestling Champion Daniel
Igali, former CFL-NFL star Warren
Moon, former world boxing Champi-
ons Evander Holyfield and Larry
Holmes, former Canadian Champion
George Chuvalo, Defending World
Champion Lennox Lewis, figure
skater Elvis Stojko and Josee
Chouinard. Each one of them spoke,
and then presented a gift to
Muhammad Ali.

Toronto Maple Leafs hockey
player Mats Sundin was the first to
speak after which he presented Ali
withaMapleL eafshockey jersey. He
wasfollowed by the Olympic wres-
tling Champion Daniel Igali who
made a very touching speech. War-
ren Moon, Evander Holyfield and
Lennox Lewisspokevery eloquently,
telling us how much Ali was an in-
spiration to them. After his speech
Lewisshook handswith hisidol. The
crowd burst into laughter as Ali
leaned over to his friend Howard
Bingham and said “ Don’'t worry, |
wasn't going to hurt him.” It was
great to seetheselegendstalk openly
about the man who has influenced
so many peoplefromall walksof life.

Larry Holmes said one of the
greatest things that happened to him

waswhen Muhammad Ali gave him
ablack eyein sparring years before
they met inthering. Holmeswent on
to say he showed off hisblack eyeto
all hisfriends and family. Toronto’'s

it U
s amLTs

native son George Chuvalo was the
final guest to speak who presented
to his friend a Toronto Argonauts
football jersey.

As Muhammad Ali came to the
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podium to address us with his usual
comical self, thechantsof “Ali” once
again roared through the stadium.
With aglowing smile on hisface he
spoke about his life in thering. He
thanked everyone wish-
ing he could come into
the crowd and shake eve-
ryone's hand.

“1"'m here because |
was the greatest. | might
make a come back,” said
Ali, adding, “ Comeback
to my senses.” And the
crowd laughed again.

As exciting as it was
to see the champ in per-
son, and close up, while
on the field and at the
press conference, it was
yetvery sadtoseehimin
thisstate, with hisspeech
slurred and hardly audi-
ble, and his body slowed
by Parkinson’s disease.

This 50-minutes sa-
lute ended in the raising
of an Ali banner. The
Banner read “Ali In Per-
son, For The Greatest
Good, Oct. 20,’ 02"

At apressconference
later, Ali spoketo there-
portersand | had the hon-
our to be one of them.

Ali told reporters his
illnesswas God's way of
challenging him. “ God
has ways of testing people and he
can pull you down. And whenyou're
down, you keep praying. It's a big
test,” he said. “[You have to] take
your medicine all the time and don’t
give up. | give up sometimes, think-
ing | don't need this stuff (medicine)
and have a hard time walking, a
hard time talking.”

When asked “Is Parkinson’s the
toughest opponent you’ve ever
faced, Muhammad?’

Heremarked with adlight smile,
“The toughest battle | ever fought
wasmy first wife.”

His message to the Muslims:

~

“...something | havelearnedis, you
should pray fivetimesaday and here
in America, [as] you get to watch
TV, stay away from tempati on—foxy
women, music, hotels, pretty cars,
drinking...all take your mind off
praying. Pray five times a day, one
day you're going to die and you're
going to meet Allah and He will ask
why you didn’t pray. So my
message to all Muslims is keep up
the prayers and help people, be
charitableand[for] Jumma Prayers
be at the mosgue. And some of the
things, temptation and things make
us forget about prayer.”

Later, Muhammad Ali signed au-
tographs. | wasfortunateto have had
the opportunity to present to
Muhammad Ali, a gift of the Holy
Quran from myself and the people of
Toronto.

Thisexperienceof having met the
champ in person will be amoment |
will treasureforever.

Professor in Islamic
Studies Wanted

TheWilfred Laurier University is
inviting applicantstofill the position
of aProfessor inldamic Studiesfor a
tenure appointment, starting July 1,
2003. The position requires appli-
cantsthat specialized in Islam, pref-
erably holding a Ph.D. in religious
studies.

Interested persons are requested
to contact Dr. Christopher Ross, Chair
of the Search Committee; Department
of Religion and Culture; Wilfred
Laurier University; Waterloo, On-
tario, N2L 3C5; telephone 519-884-
0710, ext 3679 or email
cross@WL U.ca

Pleato End Riots in
Nigeria

OnNovember 22, CAIR cdledfor
theinter-religiousrioting in Nigeria
to cometoanend. Theriotsbetween
Christiansand Muslims started after
a newspaper published an article
about the Miss World Pageant,
which was to be held in Nigeria,
which insulted Islam’s Prophet
Muhammad. “The best way to hon-
our the Prophet isto emulate hisfor-
bearance in the face of repeated in-
sults and attacks. We call on all par-
tiesto resolve their differencesin a
peaceful manner,” said CAIR Board
Chairman Omar Ahmad. The riots
have left more than 100 people dead.

Support
the Advertisers in this
journal.

Use their services and

products.

Tell them
you saw theiradin

The Ambition!
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Pakistani Students’ Association set to have Miss
Canada-Pakistan Beauty Pageant in Ottawa

An open letter to Imams,
Khatibs, Allamas,
Moulanas, Moulvis and
Heads of Islamic Centers

of Canada

by Qasim Abbas

By thisletter, |, an ordinary Mus-
[im from Pakistani origin, would like
to draw the attention of all of you,
irrespective of your sect, place of
origin or political convictions, to-
wards proposed MISS CANADA
PAKISTAN NATIONAL BEAUTY
PAGEANT, to be held in Ottawain
February 2003. Please help stopit.

Almighty Allah saysinthe Holy
Qur’an: “ Let therearise out of you a
group of people inviting to Al-
Ma'aruf (i.e all that is good which
Islam orders to do) and forbidding
Al-Munkar (i.e. all that Islam has
forbidden). And it is they who are
thesuccessful.” (3:104)

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said:
“When you see some wrong, stop it
with your hand. If you cannot do this,
stop it with your tongue. And if you
cannot do even this, treat it evil in
your heart and this is the weakest
sign of belief (Iman).” (Narrated by
Bukhari.)

All of you are very familiar to
watch Muslim boys or girls with
Hijab, Scarf, Dupattaor Abaaya, re-
citing Holy Qur’aninacongregation
and the participants chanting slo-
gansof SUBAHANALLAH! Howall
of youwill feel when Muslim daugh-

tersof an Islamic nation Pakistan will walk on the stage
openly, with very little clothes on them, showing their
youth and open body parts to thousands of viewers
and participants clapping and chanting slogans of
WHAT A NATURAL BEAUTY! WHAT A FIGURE!
MARVELOUS OHBOY!

Since lslam hasnever alowed such typeof socalled
beauty pageant, involving Muslim girls, and since you
have got some platform to convey your message, | feel
that based on the above Quranic Ayat and Hadith, it
becomes the duty of all of you to raise your collective
voice and show your concern on the above proposed
event and teach the Muslims of Canada what is truth.

Kindly do not treat this brief message as SMALL
MOUTH, BIG TALK fromme. Thismessageisfroman
ordinary Muslim, fulfilling the above quoted Hadith and
smply akind and humblereminding of the above Quranic
Ayat and Hadith to all of you.(Below is a copy of the
Fitna poster for your viewing with contacts:
psa_ottawa@hotmail.com
or chap_ottawa@yahoo.com)
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An answer from the field

by Fatima Najm

Noushin Farnoud can still seethe
pieces of brain splattered across the
window of a building in the just-
bombed wreckage of her Tehran
neighbourhood. She rubs her tem-
ples delicately as she recounts the
smell, the smoke and the raw fear of
beinginan Iranian war zone.

The 23-year-old electrical engi-
neering masters student still shud-
dersat thememory of herself asal0-
year-old clinging to her parents’
hands, staring at buildings that had
been cleaved into sections with the
ease of “someone slicing acake” by
the incessant bombing Tehran en-
dured during the Iran-lraq war.

A hospital closeto her home had
been bombed and her parents had
set out to examine the damage. Along
the way were homes of friends and
Farnoud says, “| will never forget the
way | could see all the

around us and we are traversing the terrain of war-
torn Tehran through 10-year-old eyes.

Thetelevision was on al the time, Farnoud says,
24 hours aday. Loud static followed by a deep male
voice telling listeners that Iragi planes would be fly-
ing overhead in moments. Therewasno “normal” pro-
gramming asthe TV was ameans by which the state
warned families across the nation that danger was
near. A few seconds later, sirens would go off in the
city, prompting civiliansto seek shelter and bracefor
the bombing.

All Farnoud remembersisgrabbing alittle doll she
had made herself and holding it close as her parents
rushed to shut off lights and snatch up rations before
retreating to the basement to wait for the blasts.

“We' d wait in the darkened room in complete si-
lence,” Farnoud says. “ And then we' d hear the explo-
sions, and shattering glass,” and the city would be
still again.

If the warning came early enough and they had
time, the family and two friends would take off to a
nearby villagewherethey would seek refugeinalarge,
old house that belonged to the friends.

“We had a candle and a

levels of the building
and into the living
room, the building
looked like a cake had
been sliced.”

Her parents saw
blood and realized
someone had been
caught in the blast.
They tried to shield
their daughter fromthe
sight of human car-
nage, but not before
she saw the brain - a
mushy mass of discol-

“I tried to socialize with

shock, maybe, or
trauma? | guess
anyone would be,” says
Farnoud.
But that, she reminds
me, is the reality of war.

copy of the Qur’an. But wefelt
fortunate weweretogether and

her, but she just lay still ~ safeforthemoment.”
. . During those difficult
andsilent. Shewasin  times Famoudkept adiary that

her father till has in Tehran.
The first line the 10-year-old
penned reads, “What is the
meaning of alifelikethiswhen
you don’t even know if you or
your family will bealivetomor-
row?’ Her father would read
her thoughts to his friends for
years to come. For Farnoud,
putting pen to paper was her

oured red, it looked
nothing like the illustrations she
would later see in her science text-
books.

It was hardly the happy child-
hood parentswant their kidsto grow
in the secure folds of.

“That was the reality of every-
day lifein the middle of awar,” she
shrugs. Elbows on the table, she
hunchesforward, her hands massag-
ing the back of her neck before she
straightens up.

“1 have forgotten so much of this
now. But | suppose one should not.
Remembering helps us realize how
fortunate we are to have survived.”

Time and place have dissolved

way of dealing withthelossin
that time of war.

Shewill never forget being treated for aminor ill-
ness at a hospital that was trying to keep up with the
flood of wartime casualties. Shewokeoneday to find
the nurses speaking in hushed tones about the girl
who had shown up in the bed next to Farnoud over-
night. She had been brought to Tehran from oil-rich
Abadan in where her entire family had been annihi-
lated by Iragi artillery.

“| tried to socialize with her, but she just lay still
and silent. She was in shock, maybe, or trauma? |
guess anyone would be,” says Farnoud.

But that, shereminds me, isthereality of war.

“It 'swhy | would not wish war on the people of
Iraqg.

So Saddam isaterrible leader, why must the peo-
pleof Iraq suffer for that?’

Dawson offers
unconditional

apology

The College offered MSA an-
other session to present Islam after
CAIR-CAN wrote to the College to
protest Dawson’s unconstitutional
decision and demand that representa-
tives of the College not infringe on
the right of any student group to its
religious expression.

In hisletter of apology, Director
of Student Services Ray Boucher
stated: “1 sincerely regret having to
instruct the MSA students to take
downtheir banner, and | apologizein
particular to those studentsinvolved,
and any other Muslims, within and
outside of the College community
who have been adversely affected
by the decision. | wish to state

categorically that neither | nor
Dawson College find the contents of
the banner to be offensive or out of
placein our College.”

Spokesperson of Dawson MSA

Documentary on
Prophet
Muhammad on PBS

A public-funded documentary on
the Prophet Muhammad, entitled
“Mohammad: Legacy of a Prophet”
isnow completeand settoair on PBS,
according to the co-producers,
Michel Wolfe and Alexander
Kronemer, both of whom are converts
to Islam. The documentary should
air on December 18, 2002 between 9
pmand 11 pm, viewersarerequested
to check their local program listings.
After it's broadcast, the film will be
availableon VHSvideo and DVD for
use in schools and the community.

Mubashir Jamal stated,
“Alhamdulillah (to God bepraise), we
are pleased that this issue is
resolved. MSA Dawson wishes to
extend its thanks to CAIR-CAN for
their prompt action. “Their activism
did makeadifference,” he added.”

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada
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Compiled by Aasyia Amir

Narrated by Anas Ibn Malik:
“Thenwhentheir festival day comes,
i.e. theday whenthey break their fast,
Allah speaks proudly of them to His
angels saying, “My angels, what is
thereward of ahired servant who has
fully accomplished hiswork?’ They
reply, “Our Lord, hisreward is that
he should be paid hiswage in full.”
He says, “My angels, My male and
female servantshavefulfilled what |
have made obligatory for them, and
then have come out raising their
voices in supplication. By My

Eid-ul-Fitr — Glad Tidings to those who
observe fasting in Ramadhan

Might, Glory, Honour, High Dignity
andExalted station, | shall certainly
answer them.” Then He says, “Re-
turn, for | have forgiven you and
changed your evil deeds into good
deeds.” He said that they then re-
turned having received forgiveness.”
(Al Tirmidhi Hadith Qudsi)

“The Prophet (Peace be upon
him) used not to leavefor Eid Prayer
(except) after eating some dates.”
(Bukhari and Ahmad)
Ibn Abbaas reported: “ The Prophet
(Peace be upon him) prayed two
Raka ahs for the Eid prayer and did

not pray before it or after it.”
(Bukhari) The Prophet (pbuh) told
Abu Bakar: “For every People there
is a Feast and this is our Feast”
(Bukhari)

Narrated by Abu Hurayrah: The
Messenger of Allah (pbuh) forbade
to observe fast on these two days:
Eid al-Adha and Eid a-Fitr (Sahih
Muslim)

ZAKAT-UL-FITR: References
fromthe Hadith

It is obligatory on every indi-
vidual Muslimto make adonation of
food to the poor on the occasion of

the completion of the month of
Ramadhan. This donation is called
“Zakat-ul-Fitr” 1t isa specific dona-
tion to be given on this specific oc-
casion at aspecifictime.

Ibn Umar reported Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) saying: “The
Prophet ordered Zakat-ul-fitr to bea
sa of datesor asa of barley” (Al
Bukhari)

“If one pays zakat ul-fitr before
thesalah, itisconsidered an accepted
zakah. If he paysit after the salah, it
is considered an ordinary sadagah.”
(figh sunnah 3.89)

“The Messenger of Allah, upon
whom be peace, enjoined zakat ul-
fitr asa purification for the one who
fastsfrom any indecent act or speech,
and as food for the needy.” (figh
sunnah 3.90)

Words of Wisdom

Don't wait for six strong men to
take your body to the mosque.
We don’t change Allah’s message
— His message changes us.
The mosque is prayer-
conditioned.

When Allah ordains, He sustains.
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Around theWorld

Provided by Muslim Center de
Mexico. Website: Everymuslim.com
The presence of Muslims in
Mexicoishardtotrace, we know that
we' ve had many immigrants mainly
from Turkey, Lebanon and Syria, but
wedon’t know for certain how many
Muslimswere among them. A study
by Theresa Velcamp, from
Georgetown University in 1999
showed evidencethat approximately
10 % of the immigrants of Syrian or
L ebanese originwere Muslim. Today
the Syrian Lebanese community is
one of therichestin Mexico and ex-
ceeds 200,000 people. Among them
is the richest man in Latin America
Carlos Salim the son of Yusof Salim.
Among thiswave of Arabimmi-
grants Islam has, for the most part,
been removed from their daily lives.
Idamisaword that means obedience
and submissionto away of life. Con-
sequently, it wouldn’t be fair to say
that |dam hasbeen presentin Mexico.
There's no proof that Islam was
present in any way in Mexico before
thesewavesof Arabimmigration. We
have however found one specific
exceptioninabook called“Unherge
y Un Musulman” by Pascual
Almazan. Thebook mentionsastory
of Yusof bin Alabaz who was one of
those expelled by the Christains in
Reconquista of Spain and went to
Morroco where hewasrobbed by the
Piratesso hefound hisway to Mexico
inthe 16th Century. Itisreported that
Yusof bin Alabaz hated the Chris-
tians who obliged his father (who
accordingly was from the Family of
the Prophet Muhammed) to leavels-
lam and become Christian. He started
corresponding with the Muslim
World and received a letter from a
Qadi in Morroco encouraging himto
be steadfast. It has been reported

Islam In Mexico

A Struggle to remain giving Dawa according to Quran and Sunnah

that he used to try to make everyone
in Veracruz, Mexico accept |slam,
may Allahreward himfor hisefforts.

Islam today is beginning to be
noticed and recognized by hundreds
of thousands of Mexicans, includ-
ing dozens of institutions, universi-
ties and governmental bodies. This
is due to Allah’s blessings and sec-
ondly to a group of organized Mus-
lims that are working hard to raise
the honour of Islam and help the

ous Muslim embassies in Mexico
City seeking agathering of Muslims.
The only embassy that opened its
doors was the Iranian embassy who
gavehim plenty of information onthe
Iranian revolution and Ayatollah
Khomeini. Within the literature re-
celved wasacompendium of lectures
given at a conference held by
WAMY (World Assembly of Mus-
limYouth) in 1988 at Mexico City. In
this book he found the name of

in its embassy to pray Jumah there.
Br. Omar Weston continued to
visit Muslims and started giving
Dawa to non-Muslims forming a
group at his home of approximately
10 brothers both convertsand Immi-
grants. In 1990 the Pakistani Embassy
allowed Mr. Weston to use the Em-
bassy’s prayer roomintheevenings.
The study circle around him grew
and with the help of Allah and sec-
ondly of afew visiting Dawagroups

they managed to start
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Mexican people see the True Light
of Idam.

Islam in M exico beforethefor-
mation of Mudim Center DeMexico
in September 1994

When Br. Mark (Omar) Weston,
thefounder and Director of Muslim
Center De Mexico became Muslim
in 1988 at Orlando Florida's central
mosqgue, he returned to Mexico
(where he has resided since 1973 as
aBritish Subject). Upon hisreturnto
Mexico he was unable to find the
Muslim community. Hevisited vari-

Yaseen Ramirez, aMexican Sufi who
had a small group of brothers who
united to read about |slamic and Sufi
literature. The brother and hisgroup
had no clear Ageeda (Islamic Doc-
trine.) Some days they read from
Shiite sources, other daysfrom Sunni
or Sufi and even from Qadiyani
sources. Yaseen's group didn’t pray
Jumah (Friday) prayers so Br. Omar
Weston was informed about a small
group of diplomatsthat used to pray
Jumah prayersat the Egyptian Club.
It wasasmall apartment in aresiden-
tial areaof Mexico City rented by the
Egyptian Embassy who at the same
timerented it to thefew Muslimsfor
about 100 USD amonth.

Every Friday a brother,
Muhammed Rumi from Chile, usedto
openthesmall placeand afew broth-
ersused to arrive and sit on acouple
of sofasuntil Muhammed Rumi gave
ashort lecturein Spanish, then from
agroup of no morethan 10 brothers
someonewas put forward to lead the
Salat. This group of brothers had
been uniting for about two years be-
fore Br. Omar Weston' s participation.
Br. Omar who had observed Dawa
programs in the US started imple-
menting some of the skills he learnt
and started visiting brothers known
to be Muslim and started inviting
them to Salat. The Siddique family
and aMedical Student Fayyaz Ullah
from Pakistan sup-

- Masjid. The Mayor
of Mexico City (Camacho Salis) of -
fered this small trust a piece of land
but dueto alack of initiative and co-
ordination they lost the opportunity.

InMay 1994 Br. Omar Weston re-
turned from Medinaand Niaz Sidiqui
lent him an apartment in Polanco to
start daily prayers and recover the
activities that had been abandoned
while he was at Medina. Fajr,
Maghrib and Isha prayers were es-
tablished and Arabic and Ilamic les-
sonswere held after prayers. In Sep-
tember 1994 they were obliged to
move from the apartment and they
started selling afew possessionsand
working hard to finance anew place
in Colonia del Valle, amiddle class
residential areain Mexico City. After
nearly ayear of struggling and grow-
ing,inmid 1995, adl five prayerswere
being attended and various Mexi-
cans converted to Islam.

Formation of Mudim Center De
Mexico

In September 1995 Muslim
Center DeMexico (MCM) wasreg-
istered as a non profit organization.
From 1995 to September 2001, MCM
managed to establish thefive prayers
in congregation on adaily basis, the
attendance has gradually increased
and lots of Mexicans are accepting
Islam. The new Muslims are receiv-
ing lessons on the fundamentals of
Tawheed (Oneness of God) and the

essentials of Figh (Islamic Jurispru-
dence.) Monthly meals and weekly
gatherings are held at the Center for
all theMuslims. MCM hasbeen Vis-
iting Muslimsin the capitol and other
citiesaround the entire country, |0ok-
ing for Muslims and giving Dawa.
Islam, for the first time in Mexican
history, is having contact with the
general public. Talksabout Islam on
many national TV programsaregiven
and viewed by millions of Mexicans
andradio programsaregiven. Idamic
bookstandsin the I nternational Book
Fairsof Mexico City and around the
country are organized allowing thou-
sandsin Mexicansto learn about Is-
lam. Conferences on Islam in pres-
tigious universities around Mexico
and even in state auditoriums are
held, Islamic texts have been placed
into major libraries and bookstores
in the country as well as articles on
Islam in some major newspapers and
magazines have been published. As
for expanding to other cities at the
moment, MCM established
Musallahsin Monterey, Guadal gjara,
Ciudad Obregon and Chiapas. A
clear objective of MCM directives
has been to send Mexican Muslims
overseas to study Islam. Since it's
formation, it has sent 8 brothers to
study Islam in Medina University,
Saudi Arabia. Six of our sisters are
studying a correspondence BA
courseon Islam.

Muslim Center De Mexico re-
ceives hundreds of emails and it's
web site, www.islam.com.mx, hasre-
celved over 100,000 visits inasingle
month. MCM’s web site is the most

Continued on page 14

ported Omar’s ef-
fortsand managed to
gradually increase
attendance  for
prayer. Not long af-
ter Br. Omar was
opening up thesmall
apartment in
Polanco to pray dur-
ing the week that
Muhammed Rumi
broke the news that
the rent had practi-
cally tripled so the
Pakistani Embassy
offered asmall room
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Brampton MP In
Personal Boycott of
US Travel

The new American law that re-
quires Iragi, Iranian, Libyan, Suda-
nese and Syrian-born Canadians to
be photographed and fingerprinted
upon entry to the USA has prompted
Liberal MP, Sarkis Assadourian to
engaged in a personal boycott of
travel tothe US.

“l don’'t have a choice where |
washorn. Sowhy arethey holding it
against me? | will not travel to the
U.S. unlessthe U.S. ambassador here
assuresmemy dignity asaCanadian
citizen,” said Mr. Assadourian, who
migrated to Canadafrom Syriaover
thirty yearsago. Assadourian, an MP
for Brampton Centre, considers the
law an insult to his dignity as a Ca-
nadian and is of the view that it tar-
nishes the reputation of America as
Canada'sally.

TheNational Security Entry-Exit
Registration System (NSEERS) con-
siders nationals of the above-men-
tioned countries as being “an el-
evated national security risk.”

Muslims Urged to
Report Harassment
Cases

The Canadian Muslim Civil Lib-
ertiesAssociation (CMCLA) isagain
calling on Muslims to report cases
of harassment they may have faced
at Canadian border pointsupon trav-
elling bothto and fromthe US. Docu-
mented cases allow such organiza-
tionsasCMCLA and CAIR-CAN to
engage in dialogue with authority
with credibility on the issue, allow-
ing them to help in such cases.

Incident report forms can be
downl oaded from wwuw.caircan.ca, or
completed online at www.cmcla.org.
You may also call CAIR-CAN at 1-
866-524 0004 or contact CMCLA in
confidence at 885 Progress Avenue,
Suite UPH14, Toronto, OntarioM1G
3H3.

Muslim Cleric
Seeks Justice

Michael Taylor, aMuslim cleric
of Toronto, was among twelve per-
sons barred from Justice Arthur
Whealy’s courtroom for refusing to
removetheir religious headgear dur-
ing thetrial of black activist Dudley
Lawsin1993. Accordingtoareport
in the Globe and Mail, Taylor has
now asked the Federal Court of Ap-
peal to order the Canadian Judicial
Council (CJC) to reopen his 1994
complaint.

Peter Rosenthal, Mr. Taylor’s
lawyer, in a speech to athree-judge
panel, said that the fact that the CIJC
rejected recommendations that Par-
liament remove Judge Whealy on
three occasions since the complaint
was made is “unreasonable.” The
Judge reportedly made prejudiced
comments against persons of Afri-
can descent as well as against Mus-
lims. Rosenthal believesthat the ac-
tions taken against the Judge after
the incident were not enough.

13

Author Cancels US Tour Dueto
Racial Profiling

One of Canada’srenowned authors, Rohinton Mistry, can-
celled hisbhook tour after reportedly facing humiliating racial
profiling at American airports, reported Ottawa Citizen on
November 3, 2002. “| don’t find thisisthe random check that
they talk about, not when they happen to have it at every
single stop, every singleairport. The random process becomes
100-per-cent certitude,” said Mr. Mistry, inapublicinterview
with CBC’s Shelagh Rogers.

Mistry hails from India and was nominated this year’s
Man Booker Prize. Hewastouring the US promoting hisnew
book titled “ Family Matters.”

His publicist sent a letter to bookstores informing them
about his cancelled tour due to the treatment he received by
US officials. An excerpt of the letter reads, “As a person of
colour he was stopped repeatedly and rudely at each airport
along the way — to the point where the humiliation to him
and hiswife (with whom he has been travelling) has become
unbearable.”

Dhaliwal Calls Stricter
Border Checks an “insult”

Natural Resources Minister Herb Dhaliwal, said aborder
policy that pulls people aside based on their citizenship isan
insult and leadstoracial profiling. “1 think that anybody who
isavisibleminority, that looked Middle Eastern, they wouldn’t
want to be humiliated based on the fact of where they came
from,” said Dhaliwal. “It's abackward move and it’s against
fundamental human rights.”

Canadians should betreated as
Canadians —says Bill Graham

America’'s move to tighten border checks has been met
with great controversy in Canada. “We're asking clarifica-
tions about the specific comment of Mr. Ashcroft,” Foreign
AffairsMinister Bill Grahamtold reporters, “ If they’ retravel-
ling on Canadian passports, they should be treated as Cana-
dians.”

Despite pleas for Canadian citizens to be immune to the
law, US Attorney-General John Ashcroft said that Canadian
citizensborn in the listed countries that have terrorism links,
or share citizenship, would be pulled over only if they arouse
suspicion. “No country is exempt in the war against terror-
ism,” Ashcroft said, at a press conference at Niagara Falls,
NY. Countriesthat fall under thiscategory asthosethat spon-
sor terrorism include Syria, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Iran, Iraqg,
Libya, Sudan and Pakistan.

Meanwhile, National president of the Canadian Islamic
Congress (CIC), Mohamed Elmasry said, “If we keep silent
because it doesn’t affect us, we will soon pay the price be-
cause we are compromising our Canadian values.”

Executive director of the Canadian Arab Federation,
Audrey Jamal told the Toronto Star that the law passed by the
US government “sends a message that Arabs and Muslims
are dangerous violent people.”

CRTC offers unconditional
apology

CAIR-CAN today announced that CFMT (OMNI) has
offered an unconditional apology to Canadian Muslims
regarding the recent comments made by televangelist
Jmmy Swaggart and promised to preview Swaggart * sec-
ond by second’. The apology was offered after CAIR-
CAN filed acomplaint withthe CRTC.

Inatelevision program aired by CFMT television sta-
tion in Toronto on November 10, televangelist Jimmy
Swaggart had referred to the Prophet Muhammad as a
“sex deviant” and a“pervert.” Inresponseto these com-
ments, the Canadian office of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR-CAN) had filed acomplaint the
following day to the Canadian Radio-Television and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (CRTC).

Swaggart has been along-timecritic of Islam, and has
attacked the religion before, in 1985 on Global TV, after
which, president of Global Television David Mintz stated
that the network would not permit anyoneto talk against
another’sreligion, and also enclosed a letter of apology
from Swaggart promising that such incidenceswould “ not

happen again”.
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Canadian-born Ali Asaria, a Uni-
versity of Waterloo Computer Engi-
neering student, shared thisexperience
about thereality of travel in politically
tensetimes, CIC reported. “On my last
co-op term, my job required metotravel
to America. | went on two trips, once
to Orlando and later to San Francisco.
It was business travel and, both times,
I went with about 70 other co-work-
ers. Interestingly, | was the only per-
son in my company who was ever ‘ se-
lected for a random search’ — and |
was selected all four times| boarded a
plane. “While others whizzed by the
ticket booth and onto the plane, | had
to stand back as agents sifted through
every detail of my luggage and dirty
underwear — in full view of everyone
else on my flight. At one point, they
asked me to remove my hat and belt,
lift up my shirt and hands, and open

Canadian-born Muslim student
humiliated at the border

the top button of my pants. Then they
told me to ‘stay silent as we pat you
down.’

“Getting patted down with my fly
undonewas uncomfortable enough, but
| still wonder why they decided to do
soright infront of thetunnel that leads
tothe plane— in plain view of my co-
workers and all the other passengers. |
understand that America needs to step
up airport security screening, but if they
are going to humiliate people, why
don’'t they humiliate everyone
equally?’

CIC vice-president, Mrs. Wahida
Valiante, was saddened but not sur-
prised at hearing of Asaria’sdegrading
experienceasalegitimate businesstrav-
eller. “Onceagain, we Muslimsare be-
ing targeted because of our religion, and
humiliated through biased racia profil-
ing,” shesaid.

US Travel Advisory
Issued to Muslims
Worldwide

The Canadian Islamic Congress
(CIC) issued a travel advisory to
Muslimsworldwideon November 11,
2002, stating that they should avoid
travelling to the United States.
Landed immigrants, Commonwealth
passport-holders and student visa-
holders are especialy vulnerable to
delays and possible expul sion under
the new National Security Entry and
Exit Registration System (NSEERS)
upon travel to the US.

“CIC’s resources have been
stretched to the limit with aflood of
enquiries by concerned Muslims
whoareasking if itissafetotravel to
the U.S.,” explained CIC national
president, Dr. Mohamed Elmasry.
“They hear media reports of Mus-
limsbeing mistreated at the Canadian-

U.S. border and at other American
ports of entry.”

Dr. Elmasry claims that it is not
safefor Muslimsto travel to the US,
asthey are“being humiliated, intimi-
dated, and treated as criminals at
American border
crossings. .. because of their religion,
appearance, dress, names, or where
they were born.”

Muslims in Canada who do not
have Canadian passports cannot ex-
pect any help if they end up in prob-
lems at the border.

“Onceagain, weMuslimsare be-
ing targeted because of our religion,
and humiliated through biased racial
profiling,” said CIC vice-president,
Mrs. Wahida Valiante. “Our rights
and freedoms have been eroded and
our own government seems willing
to let this happen. It couldn’t come
at aworsetimethan during Ramadan,
when so many Musdlimslook forward
to visiting with their families. But
now it is not safe to do so.”

VMU
quu\\ef

TARIC Islamic
Centre

99 Beverly Hill
Drive, North York

7

Dec. 6: Eid Salat
(Tentative)

8:00, 9:30 & 10:30 AM
Juma Salat 12:30 PM
Dec. 14: Eid Dinner and
25th anniversary
Celebration 7:00 PM

What is up at your mosque?
Keep us informed about dinners,

Bazaars, event, and other special
occasions at your organization.

Electronic Pilgrim
guide

JEDDAH — A Saudi-Egyptian
company, based in Jeddah, has suc-
ceeded in developing an electronic
pilgrim guide, the Arab News re-
ported. Its designers said the 40-
gram, 6.5 centimeter device can be
used by dl pilgrimsregardlessof their
linguistic and educational back-
grounds. The device, produced by
Majd Company, not only answers
religious questions but also pro-
vides guidelines to pilgrims in mat-
ters related to health, religious du-
ties and Saudi regulations. Such in-
formation will be easily accessible by
simply pressing a specific button or
icon. For instance, pressing abutton
with the symbol of ahand holding a
glass will generate a pre-recorded
message about what pilgrimsare al-
lowed to drink during the Haj.

The device is mass-produced
with help from American, Chinese
and Taiwanese companies. The sci-
entific material used for the guides
have been approved by scholars in
the Kingdom and other Islamic coun-
tries.

Malton, large 2-
bedroom apartment.
Furnished, $850 per
month, includes all the
utilities, cable, 1-
parking, & laundry.

Separate kitchen &
washroom, private
entrance, near all
amnities. No alcohal,
no smoking, no pets.

Available December
15/02. First and last
month. For info,

Call: 905-673-2181
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Pass this copy Radlo |S|am f N Voice of a d_estitute
of o and paraplegic person.
The Ambition Your Communmes V0|Ce PI_ease help J. Iqbgl, alegal Canadian entranton a .
. Mininster's permit who became completely paraplegicina
to afriend on the A||’ car accident. By the Grace of God he survived after long
. hospitalization. The insurance company has exhaused all
after reading. Every Sunday 7-8 pm the specified fund on his treatment.
Now he totally depends on the community for help. He
HeIp us bring AM 1540 / FM 101.3 does not have any access to the OHIP or assistance
Major Islamic personalities on until 2004.
the mesSsage of J : P Please generously spare even a dollar for him. May God
Islam to others Alr every week help you, bless you and reward you in this world and in the
www.Radiolslam.ca Hereafter. My heartful thanks to those who have donated.
- - Please make cheques payable to:
Javed Igbal
900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147
& J Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6
Tel: 416-516-6686
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Muslims and Jews
Break Fast
Together

On November 20, 2002, agroup
of Muslim and Jewish Students of
the University of Washington collec-
tively enjoined in breaking their fast
together, completing their respective
devotions, and shared a mea pre-
pared in accordance with Jewish and
Islamic dietary requirements. It was
ajoint effort to prove that Muslims
and Jews can get along together.
About 100 students and other mem-
bersof the campus community joined
inthe" Fast Food” dinner to celebrate
the breaking of the daily fast by
Muslims during Ramadan. The
event, thefirst of itskind at the Uni-
versity, wasalearning experiencefor
both Muslims and Jews as they
learned about fasting in the other re-
ligion. Similar events were held at
UCLA, Columbia University and
Yde

US Forms Iraqi
Opposition Army

In an article published by the
Christian Science Monitor, it is re-
ported that the USis quietly recruit-
ing a5000-member forceinside north-
ern Iraq to help overthrow Saddam
Hussein by promising them $3000
and a trip to the United States of
America. However, Iragi opposition
leaders claim that the USisbuilding
amilitary forcefor the controversial
Iragi National Congress (INC), one
of the six opposition groups that
Washington isencouraging to devise
aplantorulelraqafter Hussein. “The
USshould enter into partnership with
thereal freedom fighters of Iraqg, the
people with a real constituency,”
saysBarham Salih, the Prime Minis-
ter of one of two main armed Kurdish
groupsthat control northern Irag, the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. “Mer-
cenarieswill not do thejob...”

Pentagon Plans
New Computer
System

Inareport carried by theNew York
Times on November 9, 2002, it is
stated that the Pentagon is in the
process of creating a new computer
system that will help in the search
for terroristsinthe US aswell asother
parts of the world.

The system, known as Total In-
formation Awareness, will alow in-

telligence analysts and law enforce-
ment officials to gain instant access
toinformation from Internet mail and
calling recordsto credit cards, bank-
ing transactions and travel docu-
ments, without a search warrant.

To carry out such a system, new
legislation must be passed, some of
which have been proposed by the
Bush administrationinthe Homeland
Security Act that isnow before Con-
gress. Thelegidationwill updatethe
Privacy Act of 1974, intended to limit
what government agencies could do

. with privateinformation.

Muslim Visitors to
be Fingerprinted
and Photographed

According to the Washington
Post, an announcement issued by the
US Justice Department on Novem-
ber 6, 2002, states that students,
workers and other men from five
Muslim countrieswho aretemporar-
ily residinginthe US arerequired to
be fingerprinted and photographed,
as part of anew program to register
visitorsfrom countrieslinked to ter-
rorism. The registration program
started almost two monthsago at air-
ports, in an attempt to gather detailed
information about thearriving citizens
of Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan and Syria.

The program is to be expanded
to include malecitizens of the above-
mentioned countries who entered
the US before September 11, 2002
and plan to stay at least until mid-
December. Under the plan, thosewho
fail to register could face deportation.

The new measure takes effect
November 15, 2002 and coversmen
age 16 and above, who must register
withaUSimmigration officer by De-
cember 16, 2002 and must present
travel documents and proof of resi-
dence. They arerequiredto checkin
with authorities once per year.

New Muslim Organization

for Australia
After the devastating bomb-
ingsin Bali, the Australian Fed-
eration of 1dlamic Councils, isset
to establish anational civil rights
and media ad-

vocacy group
that will help
promote abet-
ter under-
standing of the
country’s
Muslim com-
munity. It will
be modelled
onthe Council
on American-
Islamic Rela-
tions (CAIR),
which givesan
Islamic view
on issues re-
lated to the
American pub-
lic. The main
reason for the
decisiontaken
to create this
group comes
after growing
concerns
about the re-
porting  of
Muslim issues
inthemediain
Australia. The
group is ex-
pected to be
fully estab-
lished by early
next year, with
itsbasein Syd-
ney and an of -
fice in Mel-
bourne.

Islamic Party Wins
Turkish Elections

A party with Islamic roots has
emerged thewinner in electionsheld
in Turkey on November 3,2002. The
Justice and Development Party won
aparliamentary mgority and thuscre-
ated history in the country as being
thefirst party in 15 yearstowin sole
governance. The party vowed to
maintain the nation’s pro-Western
stance, in order to soothe the con-
cernsof somethat the country would
undergo a radical shift towards Is-
lam.

At a celebration at party head-
quarters, leader Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said: “Wewill not spend our
timedizzy with victory. Wewill build
a Turkey where common sense pre-
vails.” A party official called on sup-
portersnot to shout religious slogans
such as“Allahis Great!”

With 99.9 percent of ballot boxes
counted, Erdogan’s party had 34 per-
cent support, the semi-official
Anatolianews agency reported. The
center-left Republican Peopl€' s Party
had 19 percent.

Palestinian Town
Taken by Israel

After threeweeksof |sragli occu-
pation of Jenin, tanks have knocked
down electricity poles, palm trees
that lined the streets, and there is a
military curfew restricting thousands
of residents to their homes.

During thetwo years of fighting,
Israeli troops have repeatedly entered
Jenin, a stronghold of militias liked
to Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah movement. In amili-
tary offensivein April, the deadliest
battle took place next to the Jenin
camp, killing 52 Palestiniansand 23
Israeli soldiers.

A London-based human rights
group, Amnesty International have
made claimsthat | sraeli forces com-
mitted war crimesin Jeninand Nablus
during the April offensive.

According to Jenin Mayor Walid
Abu Mowais, the Israeli presenceis
anadministrative

nightmare. “ If they destroyed 70
percent of Jenin’s infrastructure in
April, they finished the rest this
time,” said AbuMowais. Sincemid-
Octaber, Jenin has been without run-
ning water, and the governor said that
|sradl haskept arepair team from com-
ing from Ramallah to repair the pump
inthemainwell.

The headscarf: Turkey,

'no' Sweden, 'maybe'

Even though most of Turkey’s
population is Muslim, the country
enforcesastrict banon Islamic-style
headscarves in public offices and
universities. That is why there was
an uproar inthe mediawhen thewife
of Turkey’s newest speaker of par-
liament attended an official ceremony
with her husband, Bulnet Arinc, wear-
ing a headscarf.

Newspapers in Ankara were
emblazoned with the headline ‘ The
Headscarf at the pinnacle of the
State’. Inresponse, Arinc stated, “|
do not believethat my wife'sclothes
were against the law or protocol
rules.”

Inthemeantime, Chief Executive

Islamist Parties
Gain Support

Many Islamic parties have been
slowly gaining supportersover years,
as secular parties failed to solve
socio-economic problemsintheUS,
accordingto areport by theNew York
Times. The sharp increase in votes
in recent electionsin Pakistan, Bah-
rain, Morocco and Turkey isanindi-
cation that voterswant to show pride
in their faith to the outside world.
“Thepopulationin Turkey, the popu-
lation in Pakistan or the population
in

Morocco did not votefor Islamic
partiesjust becausethey believethey
havethe capacity to solve social and
economic  problems,” said
Muhammad Darif, aprofessor of po-
litical science at the Hassan 11 Uni-
versity law school at Mohammedia,
Morocco, “Arab and Muslim
populations think the war against
terrorismisnothing but awar against
Islam, the culture of Islam, the Arab
culture,” Professor Darif added. “The
Islamist parties have been able to
exploit this.”

Intifada Persists
After Israel's
Occupation

During the past two years of
intifada, the Palestinian society has
suffered greatly. Over 1,800 people
werekilled by thelsradli military, more
than 40.000 injured; thousands of
homeswerelost dueto army demoli-
tions; unemployment rate of at least
50%, over half the population lives
below the poverty line; curfews that
confine more than 500,000 people
have persisted over the past three
months; and there have been inter-
nal restrictionsthat bar normal tran-
Sit between Palestinian areas not too
far away.

Despite the suffering endured, it
seems that residents living under
these conditions are prepared to
continue doing so.

Recently, Arab and Palestinian
media houses have addressed the
issue of the “achievements” of
intifadafighting, but accordingto Dr.
Jamil Hilel, aRamallah-based sociolo-
gist, the issue should be about the
reasonswhy intifadafighting started
and continued. Heclaimsthat Pales-
tinians do not see the suffering they
endured as a result of intifada but
rather as a consequence of Israeli
occupation. According to him, this
is why the Palestinians are not de-
manding an end to the intifada, since
they do not believe that there is any
practical political alternative.

of Sweden’s state television station,
the SVT, stated that they are consid-
ering the option to allow women
broadcasters to wear their Islamic
headscarves, in compliance with
Swedish lawson discrimination. The
law protectsawoman’sright to wear
aheadscarf at work, unlessit would
threaten safety.

“Our rules do not allow present-
erstowear clothesor jewellery which
could distract attention from the mes-
sage of the programme,” SVT Chief
Executive Christina Jutterstromtold
Swedish public serviceradio. “But if
we are breaking alaw, of course we
will changethem.”
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Islam Iin Mexico

Continued from page 10

informative site (in accordance to
Quran and Sunnah) in Spanish onthe
World Wide Web. Among the main
objectives of MCM s to produce
beneficial and sound knowledge in
Spanish. MCM has translated doz-
ens of books and over one hundred
articleson Islamic topics. MCM has
managed to publish some of it's
books. It needs financial support to
publish more material.

Miraculously MCM has man-
agedtodoal it'sactivitiesincluding
running afull scalelslamic Centerin
Mexico city and supporting broth-
ers around the entire country, with
lessthan 30,000 USD ayear. Thels-
lamic Center inMexico hasarent bill
of 15,000 USD ayear, plusfour broth-
ersand one sister working full time,
most of them with salaries below 200
USD amonth. It hasahugebillboard
on one of the busiest avenues in
Mexico City wheretheldamic Center
isalsolocated. Itisahuge pictureof
Masjid al Agsa with thousands of
people praying and it reads Prayer is
for Allah, with our website address.
The owner of the property who sym-
pathizes with us only charges us 50
USD a month. During Ramadan
MCM has aways given programs
including every day Iftars and les-
sonson Islam to which brothersfrom
other areas of Mexico areinvited.

MCM needs to stay firm giving
Dawa. We are awell known organi-
zation nation wide, Omar Weston is
known for his TV programs and his
long beard. People in the public
stores and restaurants come up to
him to ask about Islam. The sisters
that do things in group are also
known among many. Mexicoisa
country of 100 million peopleand
we need toinform them about | s-
lam. We are sowing the seedsfor
Islamin Mexico but we need your
participationin thishuge project.
Mexico astheleading country in
Latin Americacan easily become
thekey tointroduce Islamin that
last frontier for Islam: Latin
America. Weareavery poor com-
munity and can’t handlewith the
expenses that this great project
entails.

Muslim Center De M exico dur-
ing the past years has gradually pur-
chased a reasonable sized land in a
beautiful lakefront areaof Mexico, 80
KM from Mexico City and 30 KM
from the Cuernavacawhich isabig
and well known city in Mexico. The
purpose of this project is to have a
permanent center to teach the rap-
idly growing Mexican Muslim popu-
lation. We also need to start intro-
ducing Islam in the rural areas of
Mexico, thesitefor Dar asSalaamis
surrounded by dozens of villages
that have very clean-hearted people,
already showing aninclinationtols-
lam. These are the people we can't
reach through media, universities or
internet, but they have proven to be
the most receptive.

Dawa in Mexico has been a
unique experience of mainly acom-
munity of Mexican Muslimscommit-
ted in practicing the great favour they
received from Allah and sharing this
blessing with others. A common sce-
nariointhisDawaisto seeamember
of alarge family accept Islam and
gradually see how other members of
the same family come to the fold of

Islam. Before the opening of the
center, Islam wasnearly unknown to
thepublic, today it'sadifferent story.
However there’s alot more work to
do. Today we have 100’s of Mexican
Muslims and 100's of thousands of
Mexicans of amore genuine picture
of Islam than before.

Muslim Center De
Mexico in other parts of
Mexico

Monterrey, NuevoL eon.

Strangely enough Muslim
Center DeMexico’ sactivitiesinthe
second largest city in Mexico were
due to a business opportunity that a
Mexican hamburger factory (Tros de
Carnes SA de CV) had in 1995 when
McDonalds Restaurants were
opened inthe Middle East. Trosi de
Carne was offered the production of
hamburgers for all McDonalds res-
taurantsinthe Middle East and North
Africadueto the Crazy cow disease
in Europe. MCM was asked to cer-
tify that theimported Halal meat from
USA was processed in clean ma-
chines without having been mixed
with non-lslamic slaughtering. Omar
Weston wasflown from Mexico City
to Monterrey three days a week to
overview the hamburger production.
With the financial aid received by
Trosi de Carnes and some brothers
in Texas Omar Weston rented a
house to use it as a branch of the
MCM.

MCM managed to establish a
Jumah prayer with about ten partici-
pants, however this didn’t last long

s B
A Muslim familyin
Guadalajara, Mexico.

because the hamburger production
wastransferred once againto Europe
so MCM could no longer assist the
brothers to keep the house open.

Torreon, Coahuila

While visiting Monterey so fre-
quently Omar Weston started con-
tactingasmall Muslim community in
Torreon. This community isformed
by Syrian Immigrants that migrated
in the twenties and thirties. A dec-
adeago Mr. Sirhan Eliasbuilt abeau-
tiful small Masjid in honour of his
daughter that died. Mr. Hasan
Chamut is the Imam there and they
have a Jumah attendance of 10 to 20
people.

Guadalajara, Jalisco.

Guadalgjara is the third biggest
city in Mexico, the story of Islam
started when Abu Bakr (one of the
fortunate new Muslims that studied
in Medina) visited a book fair at
Guadalgjara. Hefound two Muslims,
Omar and Khaled, of Mexican origin.
However Omar was of Algerian ori-
gin. He narratesthat his grandfather
cameto Mexico decadesagowith his
son and his son fell in love with
Omar’s mother, business wasn't
good so the grandfather returned

Jesus through a Muslim Lens

Continued from page 1

eral son of God in human form, but
asaninspired human being, ateacher
of wisdom with a talent for love
drawn from an unbroken relationship
to God. Both versions present him
asaman who spoke to common peo-
pleinuniversal terms.

Two events in the life of the
prophet Muhammad may help ex-
plainwhy Muslimsreverethe Chris-
tian Jesus.

Thefirst event involves an elder
resident of Meccanamed Waragabin
Nawfal. Thismanwasan early Arab
Christian and an wuncle of
Muhammad's wife, Khadija. We
know he could read Hebrew, that he
was mystical by nature, and that he
attended Khadija and Muhammad's
wedding in about 595 C.E. Fifteen
years|ater, aworried Khadijasought
Waragaout and brought her husband
tohim.

Atthetime, Muhammad wasa40-
year-old respected family man. He
attended this “family therapy” ses-
sion in arare state of agitation. He
was frightened. He had been medi-
tating one evening in a cave on the
outskirts of town. There, while half
asleep, he had experienced some-
thing so disturbing that he feared he
was possessed. A voice had spoken
tohim.

Waraga listened to his story,

leaving his son married to Omar’s
mother, when Omar wassix hisfather
passed away. Heremembered that his
father used to pray and it lead himto
seek Ilam.

Br. Omar Weston later visited
them. They had a house with barely
aroof onitandalittle Musallah, with
a Mirhab. They were calling the
Adhan in Spanish and reading Al
Fatiha in Spanish, which they had
learned from an Encyclopaedia. Br.
Omar took oneof them (Khalid) back
to Mexico with him and taught him
ten Surahs of the Quran, how to read
Quran in Arabic, and the basics of
Tawheed and Figh.

Later we discovered that agroup
of Medical Students was studying
in Guadalgjara so we asked them to
rent a house in the area where these
new Muslims were. They followed
suit and joined effortsto improvethe
condition of Islam there. On our last
visit Br. Omar gave aKhutbaon Fri-
day to over 35 Muslims. This
Mosque and Islamic Center is a
branch of Mudim Center DeMexico
inGuadalgjara.

San Cristobal de las Casa,
Chiapas

Ahmed and Munir Abdul Basir
both previous students of Br. Omar
took abrother from Spain by thename
of Nafia who insisted he wanted to
start Dawa in Chiapas. Muslim
Center De Mexico hosted some
scholars from Medina who offered
Br. Ahmed a scholarship to Medina
to help him increase his knowledge
of Arabic.

Muslim Center De M exico has
contacts in over twenty major cities
in Mexico. We have tried establish-
ing Musallah”s in Cuidad Obregon,
Sonora. MCM Studied the possibil-
ity of helping a Priest who became
Muslim by renting ahouse near him,
but in both cases our economical re-
sourcesdon’t allow usto extend our
support.

which Muslims will recognize as a
description of Muhammad'sfirst en-
counter with theangel Gabriel. When
it wasfinished, Waraga assured him
he was not possessed.

“What you have heard is the
voice of the same spiritual messen-
ger God sent to Moses. | wish | could
be ayoung man when you become a
prophet! | would liketo beaivewhen
your own people expel you.”

“Will they expel me?’ Muhammad
asked.

“Yes,” theold man said. “No one
has ever brought his people the
newsyou bring without meeting hos-
tility. If I live to see the day, | will
support you.”

Christians will recognize in
Waraga' sremarks an aphorism asso-
ciated with Jesus: “A prophet is not
without honour, save in his own
country.” But that a Christian should
first have verified Muhammad'srole
asaprophet may comeasasurprise.

The second important event con-
cerning Islam and Christianity dates
from 616, a few years after
Muhammad began to preach publicly.
This first attempt to reinstate the
Abrahamictraditionin Meccamet (as
Waraga had warned) with violent
opposition.

Perhaps the Meccans resented
Muhammad’s special claim. Perhaps
his message of a single, invisible,
ever-present God threatened the
economy of their city. A month’'sride
south from the centres of power in
Syriaand Persia, poor remote Mecca
depended onlong-distancetrade and
on seasonal pilgrimswho camethere
each year to honour hundreds of
pagan idols, paying atax to do so.

Atany rate, Muhammad' sdisrup-
tive suggestion that “ God was Onge”
and could be found anywhere did
not sit well with the businessmen of
Mecca.

Many new Muslims were being
tortured. Their livelihoods were
threatened, their families persecuted.
As matters grew worse, in 616
Muhammad sent asmall band of fol-
lowers across the Red Sea to seek
shelter in the Christian kingdom of
Axum. There, he told them, they
would find a just ruler, the Negus,
who could protect them. The Mus-
lims found the Negus in his palace,
somewhere in the borderland be-
tween modern Ethiopiaand Eritrea.

And protect them he did, after
oneMusdlim recited to him somelines
ontheVirgin Mary fromthe Qur’ an.
The Negus wept at what he heard.
Between Christiansand Muslims, he
said, he could not make out moredif-
ference than the thickness of atwig.

Thesetwo storiesunderscorethe
support Christians gave Muhammad
in times of trial. The Qur’'an distils
the meaning from thedrama: “ Those
who feel the most affection

For us (who put our faith in the
Qur’an), arethosethat say, “ Weare
Christians,” for priests and monks
live among them who are not arro-
gant. When they listen to what We
have shown Muhammad, their eyes
brimover with tearsat thetruth they
find there...”

Eventoday, whenaMuslim men-
tions Jesus' name, you will hear it
followed by the phrase ‘peace and
blessings be upon him,” because
Muslimsstill reverehim asaprophet.

“We believe in God and in what
has been sent down to us, and what
has been revealed to Abraham and
Ishmael and | saac and Jacob and their
offspring, and what was given to
Moses and to Jesus and all the other
prophets of the Lord. We make no
distinction among them.”

As these lines from the Qur'an
make clear, Muslimsregard Jesus as
one of theworld'sgreat teachers. He
and his mentor John the Baptist
stand in alineage stretching back to
the founder of ethical monotheism.
Moreover, among Muslims, Jesusis
aspecial type of prophet, a messen-
ger empowered to communicate di-
vinity not only inwords but by mira-
clesaswell.

Muslims, it must be said, part
company with some Christians over
the portrait of Jesusdevelopedinthe
fourth and fifth centuries. Certainfic-
tions, Muslims think, were added
then. Three of these comein for spe-
cid mention: First, Muslimsconsider
monastic asceticism a latter-day in-
novation, not an original part of Je-
sus' way. Second, the New Testament
suffersfrom del etionsand embellish-
ments added after Jesus death by
men who did not know him. Third,
the description of Jesusas God's son
is considered, by Muslims, a later,
blasphemous suggestion.

Muslims venerate Jesus as a di-
vinely inspired human but never, ever
as‘theson of God.” Inthesamevein,
wetreat the concept of the Trinity as
a late footnote to Jesus' teachings,
an unnecessary “mystery” intro-
duced by the North African theolo-
gian Tertullian two centuries after
Jesus' death. Nor do Muslims view
his death as an act of atonement for
mankind's sins. Rather, along with
the early Christian theologian
Pelagius, Islam rejects the doctrine
of original sin, anotion argued into
church doctrine by St. Augustine
around the year 400.

It might almost be said that Islam
holdsaview of Jesussimilar to some
of the early apostolic versions con-
demned by the fourth-century Byz-
antine Church. Once Constantinein-
stalled Christianity as the Roman
Empire'sstatereligion, aragefor or-
thodoxy followed. The Councils of
Nicaea (325), Tyre(335), Constanti-
nople (381), Ephesus (431), and
Chalcedon (451) wereofficial, often
brutal attempts to stamp out hetero-
dox views of Jesus held by ‘hereti-
cal” theologians.

Rulings by these councils led to
the persecution and deaths of tens
of thousands of early Christians at
thehands of more*“ orthodox” Chris-
tians who condemned them. Most
disputes centred on divergent inter-
pretations of the Trinity. For thisrea-
son, historians of religion sometimes
seein these bloody divisions one of
the root causes for early Islam’s
firmly unitarian outl ook.

Then and now, no more danger-
ous religious mistake exists for a
Muslim than dividing the Oneness
of God by twos or threes.

Despite these important differ-
ences, however, the Qur’an repeat-
edly counsels Muslims not to dis-
pute with other monotheists over
matters of doctrine. People, it says,
believe differently for good reasons.
Infact, thatisapart of Allah’swill.
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Adherence to Religion
Solves Problems

Continued from page 1

not indulgein moreimmorality. Think
of an employer. If he does not have
faithin God and feelsno fear of Him,
he has already decided to act uncon-
scionably and hence becomes a per-
son ready to take any opportunity to
put thisdecisioninto action. Therea-
son for thisis that, not obeying the
commandments of the Creator or ap-
preciating thefavoursgranted by Him
are already the most serious exam-
ples of unconscientious behaviour.
Therefore, from his own personal
standpoint, there is no reason why
thisemployer should not mistreat his
employees at the workplace, offend
them, or try to make them work the
maximumtimefor theminimumwage.
Within his own understanding of
conscience, these are reasonabl e at-
titudes for him to take. Towards his
partners, he takesthe sameimproper
attitude; he cheatsthem or resortsto
illegal waysto quickly amass afor-
tune, and thereis nothing to restrain
him from doing so.

As stated earlier, when divine
rulesare not the source of social cri-
teria, moral understanding will differ
greatly from one person to another.
Animmoral attitude rejected by one,
may well be perfectly normal for
someoneelse. Hence, wherever reli-
giousvalues have no influence, peo-
ple, societies, ages, regions, cities,
and countries set their own moral
values, which aredifferent from one
another. In the absence of a unified
perspective regarding moral values,
society becomes the setting for nu-
merous disputes and conflicts over
what is right and what is not right.
Every new generation becomes more
degenerate than the previous one.

Moral degeneration corrupts so-
cieties at an ever-increasing rate
every year. Societiesrapidly become
corrupt whenthereisincompletefaith
in God. In this way, the society em-
braces a form of conduct that was
perceived to be extreme [or objec-
tionable] one year, but is favoured
thefollowing year. Thisprogressive
decline surely brings ruin to society
and immorality, a consequence of
disbelief, spreads with each passing
day. What is interesting is that, im-
morality is presented as“ modernity”
and becomes the greatest topic of
indoctrination in societies. A way of
thinking that is summed up in the
motto: “ The man of the 21st century
should be free and unrestrained” is
instilled into unsuspecting minds by
disbelieving ideologists.

Whole generations are intro-
duced to immorality at very early
ages. Indeed, thereisaconsiderable
increase in the number of children
who commit murder in Americaand
Europe. From the Far East comesthe
grievous news of children being ex-
posed to every sort of sexual abuse
for commercial purposes. During the
80's, sexual perversion wasasubject
people were too embarrassed even
to talk about. Today, however, peo-
pleare apt to perceive such relations
asapart of the modern way of living
and even feel sympathy for those
having perverted relations. Those
opposing them, on the other hand,
are accused of not being modern.
Thiscritical attitude of peopleliving

in disbelieving societiesis deplored
in the Qur’an: “Those who love to
see immorality being spread (or
publicized) among those who be-
lievewill have a painful punishment
both in this world and the hereafter.
God knows and you do not know.”
(an-Nur: 19)

Onthecontrary, itisunlikely that
moral degeneration should existina
society wherethemorality of religion
prevails. After al, with their deep fear
of God, individualsavoidimmorality.
Tothisend, it sufficesto comply with
the commandments of the Qur’an.
For instance, in the following verse,
themordl criterion set by God isclear:
“God commands justice and doing
good and giving to relatives. And
He forbids indecency and doing
wrong and tyranny. He warns you
so that hopefully you will pay heed.”
(an-Nahl: 90)

Believers who acknowledge
these commandments of the Qur’an
pay meticulous attention to observ-
ing the limits set by God. Thusin a
community of true believers, thereis
very littleimmoral behaviour.

If exceptional cases arise and
someindividualsdo wrong, thiswill
again not become aproblem in soci-
ety sincetruebelieverswill not allow
this immorality. Furthermore, con-
trary to the state of affairsin igno-
rant societies, it isunlikely that this
immorality would be encouraged or
become widespread in society as a
whole. That is because one of the
main duties of believersisto “com-
mand what isright and forbid what is
wrong,” asis stated in the following
verse: “ True believers, both menand
women, are friends to one another.
They command what isright and for-
bid what is wrong, and attend to
their prayersand pay alms, and obey
God and His Messenger. They are
the people on whom God will have
mercy. God is Almighty, All-Wise.”
(at-Tawba 71)

Hence, asociety where Qur’ anic
valuesare observedisalsoamorally
elite community, because, there,
“...believers compete in doing the
good.” (Surah Al ‘Imran: 114) An-
other virtue of believersisalluded to
inthefollowing verses. “ Who could
say anything better than one who
summons men to the service of God
and actsrightly and says, ‘| amone
oftheMudlims ?” (Fussilat: 33) Also,
“Those who listen well to My pre-
cepts and follow what is best in
them, are the ones whom God has
guided. They are people endowed
withintelligence.” (az-Zumar: 18)

God spells out the attributes of a
community whose members live by
the principles of religion: “ You are
the best nation ever to be produced
before mankind. You enjoin theright,
forbid the wrong and believe in
God...” (Al ‘Imran: 110)

In oneof hissayings, our Prophet
also stated that “ a believer isamir-
ror to another believer,” (Abu
Dawud) and invited believersto set
an example to each other by evinc-
ing good character, saying, “ The be-
lievers whose faith is most perfect
arethose who have the best charac-
ter.” (Abu Dawud)

It is obvious that such a society
ismorally superior to adisbelieving

Lessons from Ramadan

Continued from page 1

going to the mosgue and keep going
al thetime, for themosquesare open
all-year-round.

During themonth of Ramadanwe
also invite people over and get to-
gether to havelftar. Calendarsarefull
because everyone goes to families
and friends during the month of
Ramadan. Yet outside of Ramadan,
we do not get together as much any
more. Our calendar is empty.
Ramadan teaches us to get together.
It teaches us to socialize and we
should carry this habit and get to-
gether. Our calendars should be busy
every week and we should be sitting
together, learning about each other.

At the end of the month of
Ramadan, we are obligated to give
Zakat Al-fitr — charity to the poor.
By going hungry and thirsty during
Ramadan, we are reminded of all of
the poor people in the community
and in the world that need food and
do not have it. We go hungry by

choice and know that at sunset, we
will be able to eat and will have the
food of our choice. There are people
who go hungry al thetime. Thereis
no “sunset” for them. Ramadan
teaches usto empathize with the poor
and to give and share. How many of
uscarry on giving the charity for the
sake of Allah after the month of
Ramadan?

We follow the footsteps of the
Western society inamost everything
and call it asbeing modern and civi-
lized. However, when it comes to
learning good lessons, we do not al-
ways follow. The non-Muslim com-
munity isawayslooking forward to
the next event: first it's candies for
Halloween, then decorations for
Christmas, then cupid for Valentine's
day, then the bunny for the Easter,
and so on. They are always getting
ready for the next big event. When
Ramadan isover, how many of usare
getting ready for the next big event

inlslam, whichisHajj. How many of
us are thinking that Hajj is two
months away and we should plan for
it. Why don’t we take the good
things this community has to offer
and apply it to our benefit? Hajj to
the house of Allah is obligatory for
those who are able and capable. We
haveto make theintention to go and
we will find that Allah will make it
easy for us. We must plan to go, be-
cause no one knowsif heisgoing to
be around the next year!

We haveto remember thelessons
of Ramadan. Take this opportunity
to carry on the good habits and les-
sons learnt during Ramadan for the
rest of the year. We have arefresher
inthe month of Ramadan every year
to remind us that we can pray, read
the Qur’ an, get together, control our
urges, go to the mosgue, giveto the
poor and still go to work and do a
good job.

[Ashraf Zaghloul is a frequent Khateeb
at TARIC mosque.]

Race To The Kabah:
Muslim Mom
Invents gameto
combine fun, faith

WOODBURY, Minn. - “Oh, man!”
The Ahmed family of Woodbury is
hunkered down over a board game
ontheplushrug. After theusual con-
fusion over whose turn it is, 8-year-
old Sabrinarollsthe die. Her marker
lands on the same square as her dad,
Kaleel, and shemust go back severa
squares to the safe haven of the
mosque. Hence the lamentation.

Her sister, Shameem, 5, hasluck
on her side. “I'm winning!” she
squeals, advancing to the “Allah
guides you to the special path”
sguare.

LikeSorry or Candyland, thegame
relies on random chance to move
players forward or send them back
asthey seek their ultimategoal. Like
quiz games, it teststheir knowledge.
But the final destination isn’t King
Kandy’s Kastle but the kabah, the
sacred building at the center of the
mosquein Mecca, Islam’s holy city;
the knowledge isn’t pop-culture
factoids but the meanings of the 99
namesof Allah.

The idea behind Race to the
Kabah, says Thasneem Ahmed, the
game’s inventor and mother to
Sabrinaand Shameem, isto combine
family togetherness with a spiritual
element.

Ahmed began marketing the
game about ayear and ahalf ago out
of her home; since then, 12 vendors
have pickedit upfor distribution. The
University of St. Thomas has bought
several sets, and the gamewaslisted
on Beliefnet, areligious/spiritual Web
site, as one of the top religious edu-
cational games.

You can buy the game at:

SoundVision, (708) 430-1255

http://www.soundvision.com/

society.

[Harun Yahya is a well-known author
whose published books on political, faith-
related and scientific issues interest Mus-
lims and non-Muslims alike. His work has
been translated into many languages.
Please visit: www.harunyahya.com]

ANSAAR HOUSE

A shelter for the homeless, pro-
vided by The Muslim Community of
Toronto.

In and around Toronto, home-
lessness has grown at an alarming
rate over the past few years — hun-
dredsof people, from every cultural,
ethnic and religious group, sleep on
streets, under bridges and in parks
and alleyways every night and the
Musdlim Community isnotimmuneto
thisproblem.

The Ansaar Foundation (based
in Toronto) has taken on the respon-
sihility, on behdf of theMudim Com-
munity, to address this critical need
The shelter is open to people of al
faiths and backgrounds.

Your generous help is needed to
show our fellow Canadians that the
Islamic principle of brotherhood and
care for the needy is alive, in all of
us!

Along with the shelter, they also
provide other services such as coun-
selling, correctional / rehabilitation,
and referral servise.

You can get moreinfo about The
Ansaar Foundationby visiting their
Website:

http://ansar.bizhosting.com/

or visit them in person at: 2872
Ellesmere Road, Toronto, Ontario,
M1E4B8. Fax: 416 282 2642

NDP helps end
Muskoka Teachers'
strike fairly

QUEEN’ SPARK — New Demo-
cratshave negotiated adeal that will
hurry Catholic elementary teachers
back towork in Simcoe-Muskokawith
the assurance of a fair negotiating
process and a mediator-arbitrator
agreeable to both sides to resolve
outstanding issues.

NDP Leader Howard Hampton
said the NDP's refusal to support
back-to-work legislation yesterday
paved the way for an agreement that
ensures inexperienced government
appointeeswon't be used in the bar-
gaining process.

Instead, the Conservatives will
choosefromalist of three names ac-
ceptableto both the government and
the Ontario Elementary Catholic
Teachers Association.
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My Beliefs in the Public

School
Story of a 5th Grade Girl

by Ayesha Ali, New Jersey

(Republished with the
permission of SoundVision -
www.soundvision.com)

At the start of the new
school year a few months
ago, I experienced some-
thing new at the school. It
really made me happy and
proud of my religion! That's
why I want to share it with
others.

In my school, one of the
classes we have to take is
music. In this class, all we
really do is discuss the dif-
ferent kinds of music. But
recently 1 faced a problem.
The teacher brought in a
record player and asked us
to dance with other kids to
the music. 1 knew I was not
allowed to dance as a Mus-
lim. But how was I going to
explain this to the teacher?
I would be embarrassed in
front of all the kids, |
thought.

I finally decided to write
on a paper that 1 couldn't
dance. Having written that,
I gave it to the teacher be-
fore she could turn on the
stereo. She said fine, and
told me to sit down and do
some other work. So for one
day at least 1 didn't have to
dance. But 1 knew I couldn’t
say this every day, and | had
to do something. That day
after school, 1 waited till my
father got home from work
and then 1 explained my
problem to him. He was re-
ally glad that 1 didn't dance
and to help me in the future
he wrote a letter to my

teacher explaining why it
was not allowed for me to
dance.

The next day I gave the
note to my teacher and she
was really surprised. After
all, it's not everyday that
someone brings in a note like
that. It also interested her.
After the class she told me
if she could have some
books on Islam. Now that
was a surprise for me. The
next day I brought some
books that my older brother
had helped me pick out. Af-
ter seeing the books she
asked me to prepare a pres-
entation on Islam for the
class. She wanted me to ex-
plain to the class the basic
teachings of Islam. I agreed.

My father helped me to
write down things for the
presentation. He told me to
keep it short since I was go-
ing to explain only the basics.
I was supposed to prepare it
in one week. I couldn't wait
for the week to end so |
could read my little paper.
Finally the day arrived. Af-
ter 1 finished my presenta-
tion, I was asked a lot ques-
tions by the kids. They re-
ally liked it. The teacher also
helped explain what 1 had
read.

The teacher and the kids
were really happy that I
helped them to understand
Islam. But most of all, I was
happy because it gave me a
chance to feel proud of my
religion.
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Freedom of Will

All of creation has and
shall eternally remain in
submission to God it is the
very purpose of their being.
We observe this in the per-
fect order, perpetual regu-
larity and inherent unity of
the world around us. But
while we exist within this
cosmos, humans are unique
in having being granted the
power of freewill i.e. the
ability to choose their ac-
tions, to make moral deci-
sions, and to reflect upon
and express their inten-
tions. When this ‘freedom’ is
taken for granted as a ‘re-

sponsibility-free license’ for
our personal gratification,
human’s sink to the lowest
of creation. When this
power of the intellect is
guided by Divine Revelation,
when the human heart gains
awareness of its Creator
and His purpose for it, hu-
man’s attain their place as
the ‘best of creation'. It is
this burden that was of-
fered to the stars, the moun-
tains, and the earth, but
they, knowing their weak-
ness, refused to bear it. The
sons and daughters of Adam
accepted!

Did you missthelast issue of The Ambition?
Wasthelast copy already taken beforeyou got it?
Thereisasimple solution to your di sappoi ntment.

Subscribe! M ake sureyou get your Ambition.

A page from the
Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

On the 12t day of
Ramadan in the second year
of Hijra, the Muslims and
Ansars marched towards
Badr for the first battle
against the Quraish. The
actual battle itself took
place on the seventeenth of
Ramadan and is, by far, one
of the most famous battles
in Islamic history because
of the several extraordi-
nary events that occurred
during it.

The Muslim army of ap-
proximately 300 people
marched forward to Badr to
meet the Quraish, who had
over 1000 soldiers and
proper military equipment.
When the Muslims arrived
at Badr, Hubab ibn Mundhir,
one of the Prophet's (pbuh)
companions, suggested that
the Muslims set up camp
near a water-well so that
they could make a water
basin for themselves and
restrict the Quraish’s ac-
cess to the water wells.
Sa'd ibn Mu'adh, another
companion, suggested build-
ing a hut for Rasulullah
(pbuh) which can protect
him and also can be used as
the headquarter for the
army. Rasulullah (pbuh) and
Abu Bakr stayed in the hut
while Sa'd ibn Mu'adh and a
group of his men guarded it.

Because the Prophet and
his followers had placed
their complete trust and
faith in Allah, rather then
being nervous, worried or
unable to sleep, the Muslim
army enjoyed a sound and
relaxing sleep for they knew

Badr: The First Battle

Allah would protect them.

In addition to granting
the Muslim army a peaceful
and restful night of sleep,
Allah also sent down rain.
The place where the Muslims
had set up camp was made of
sandy ground, which was
hard to walk on because
one's feet could easily sink
init. The rainwater made the
ground more comfortable to
walk on and also gave the
Muslims ample water to
bathe in and make wudu for
prayers.

Allah sent the rain to
make the ground firm under
their feet and sent the sleep
to make their hearts firm.
“And remember the time
when Allah was giving you
peace and security from him-
self in the form of drowsi-
ness and was sending down
water on you from heaven in
order to cleanse you and to
remove from you the defile-
ment caused by Satan, and
to strengthen your hearts
and to steady your foot-
steps” (Al-Qur’an, 8:11)

The night before the bat-
tle, as his army rested,
Rasulullah (pbuh) spent the
whole night in prayer and
supplication to Allah. Even
though Allah had promised
the Muslims victory,
Rasulullah (pbuh) still prayed
for his people and their
safety.

The next morning, while
Rasulullah (saw) was still
asleep, the Quraish ap-
proached closely. Abu Bakr
(ra) was very hesitant to
wake the noble Messenger

(pbuh), but was forced to
do so because Quraish were
coming closer quickly.

The Prophet (pbuh) ar-
ranged the Muslims in ranks
and drawn into lines so that
nobody would be out of
place by even an inch. When
the two parties approached
closer and were visible to
each other, Rasulullah
(pbuh) began supplicating,
“O Allah! The conceited and
haughty Quraish are al-
ready here and defying You
and belying Your Messen-
ger. O Allah! 1 am waiting
for the victory which You
have promised me. 1 beg You
Allah to defeat them.”

The Prophet (pbuh) then
gave strict orders that his
men would not start fight-
ing until he gave them his fi-
nal word. The Quraish were
arrogant and confident in
their superior number,
weapons, and provisions but
it was Allah who would de-
cide the matter: “(Say to
the disbelievers): If you de-
sired a decision, lo! The de-
cision has come before you.
It is best for you to desist
from it now: but if you re-
peat the same folly, We will
also repeat the same pun-
ishment, and your forces,
however large their number,
shall avail you nothing, for
Allah is with the
Believers.”(Al Quran, 8:19)

And Allah said to the be-
lievers: “O Believers, obey
Allah and His Messenger
and do not turn away from
the Message after hearing
it...” (Al-Quran, 8:20)

By Marium F. Ahmad
Western-Technical
Commercial School

A slice of bread, a sip of
milk, maybe a blanket, and
just perhaps a jacket..but
most important of all, a
warm smile - that's all she
needs.

Her name is Amal, which
translated into English
means ‘hope’. She looks for-
ward to this Holy month of
Ramadan - a month in which
Allah has closed the gates of
Hell-Fire, and has opened
the doors to Jannah. Amal
knows Allah has blessed this
month, and so doesn't miss
out a chance to earn Allah’s
pleasure and increased re-
wards.

She increases her remem-
brance of Allah, and thanks

Hope

Him.

She thanks Him for sav-
ing her from dying under the
rubble with the other chil-
dren when those men
bombed her elementary
school.

She thanks Allah for let-
ting her mother live, while
Allah took her father away
when he was shot going to
the market.

She thanks Allah for
guiding her to the Straight
Path, as she sees other girls
her age negligent and for-
getful of Allah.

Amal embraces the month
of Ramadan, and prays that
her family may enjoy at least
one satisfying meal. She
knows Allah has chosen this

month for people like her -
because it is the time of
year when her family re-
ceives Zakah and Sadagah.

Amal has hope that the
Muslims around the world
will follow Allah’'s commands
and spend on the poor this
Ramadan..are you one of
those people?

0000000 O0COGOEOGEONOGOEOEOSNOSINOIO
S HEY KIDZ...WANT TO BE}
FAMOUS??

Are you a poet, artist or
writer?

Why not share your talents
with us?

Write to
kidzkorner@theambition.com
and share the
EXCITEMENT!
(Please include your name,
address, grade and school.

. e )
You can even send a picture if §

you would like!) .
000000000006 OCOCFCOGFEOSINOGTS




The Ambition, Shawwal 1423/ December 2002 20 TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada
|

4 N




