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The Blessed Days of
Dhul-Hijjah

Early Muslims used to exert themselves
excessively in worshipping Allah

Inwhat follows, wewill highlight
some of the Sunnah regarding these
days, hoping by this to provide an
incentive to make the best out of
themand gain Allah’sreward.

First Ten Daysof Dhul-Hijjah

“The best daysin theworld are
the Ten days (Saheeh Jaami‘-us-
Sagheer #1133).

“There are no days during
which good deeds are mor e bel oved
by Allah than these (ten) days.” (al-
Bukhaaree, at- Tirmidheeand others)
The Prophet (pbuh) wasthen asked:
“Not even Jihad in Allah’s way?”
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Hereplied: “ Not even Jihad in Al-
lah's way; except for a person who
went out (for Jihad) with his self
and wealth and came back with
none (i.e, lost all for Allah).” (at-
Tirmidhee)

All good deeds can be done dur-
ing these days and the early gen-
erations of Muslims used to exert
themselves excessively in worship-
ping Allah. Inparticular, fasting and
Dhikr (remembering Allah) areto be
done in plenty on these days.

Dhikr

Ibn * Abbaas commented on the
verse“ and to mention Allah’sname
[plentifully] on known days”
(22:28) by saying: “...these known
days are the ten days (of Dhul-
Hijjah).” (Tafseer ibn Katheer)

Fasting

One of the wives of the Prophet
(pbuh) said: “Allah’s Messenger
used to fast the (first) nine days of
Dhul-Hijjah, theday of * Ashooraa’,
and three days of each month
(Saheeh Sunan Abee Daawood
#2129).

Fasting on al these days, how-
ever, isnot Wagjib (compulsory), nor
is it a constant Dunnah that the
Messenger (pbuh) never dropped.
‘Ad’ishah said: “I never saw the
Messenger (pbuh) fast the ten
days’ (Muslim).

TheDay of ‘Arafah— TheBest
Day of theWhole Year

Theday of ‘ Arafah (the 9" day)
is the day when the pilgrims stand
in worship on the Mountain of
‘Arafah.

“Fasting the day of ‘ Arafah ex-
piatesthe[ minor] sinsof two years:
a past one and a coming one. And
fasting the day of ‘ Aashooraa’ ex-
piates the sins of the past year”
(Mudim).

“There is no day on which Al-
lah freespeoplefromthe FireasHe
doesontheday of ‘ Arafah. He comes
close (to those standing on ‘ Arafah)
and then reveals before Hisangels,

Continued on page 14

The Prophet’'s Farewell

Pilgrimage

“I have left among you the Book of God, and if you hold fast to it you

Hajj is one of the five pillars of
Islam and was made obligatory in
thetenth, ninth, or sixth year, accord-
ing to different reports. In the tenth
year of Hijrah (migration), the
Prophet (pbuh) announced that he
intended to perform Hajj; this was
theonly timethat he performed Hajj
after the Hijrah to Madinah. The
Mudimscamefromall over the Ara-
bian Peninsulato perform Hajj with
him. He left Madinah five days be-
forethe end of Dhul-Qa' dah. When
he halted in Arafat, the following
Ayah wasrevealed to him: “ ... This
day have | perfected your religion
for you, completed My favour upon
you, and have chosen for you Islam
asyour religion...” (Qur'an5:4).

The Muslims|learned therituas
of the Hajj from the Prophet (pbuh)
whenhesaid: “ Takeyour rituasfrom
me.” His Hajj was according to the
Shari‘ah (Islamic Law), especially
matters pertaining to the Hajj, and
genera adviceand lawswhich were
mentioned in the Sermon of Arafat.
For this reason, the scholars
showed great interest inthefarewell
pilgrimage and derived many laws
from it, dealing with the rituals of
Hajj and other matters, of which the
books of figh (jurisdiction) and
Hadith explanation arefull. Some of
the scholars wrote books dealing
specificdly withthefarewell pilgrim-
age.

A large gathering of Muslims
participated in the event. They lis-
tened to the farewell sermon
(Khutbat al-Wadaa’') which the
Prophet gave at Arafat inthemiddle
of Ayyam al-Tashreeq (three days
following thetenth of Dhul-Hijjah).

“Verily your blood and your
property are as sacred and inviola-
ble as the sacredness of this day of
yours, inthismonth of yours, inthis
land of yours. Behold! Everything
pertaining to the days of ignorance
is under my feet, completely abol-
ished. Abolished are also the blood
revenges of the days of ignorance.
Thefirst claim of ours on blood re-
venge which | abolish isthat of the
son of Rabi‘ah ibn a-Harith. And
the riba (usury) of the pre-Islamic
period is abolished, and the first of
our usury | abolishisthat of ‘ Abbas
ibn‘Abda-Muttalib, foritisall abol-
ished. Fear God concerning women!
Verily you have taken them on the
security of God, and intercourse
with them hasbeen madelawful unto
you by words of God. You too have
rights over them, and they should
not allow anyoneto sit on your bed
whomyou do not like. But if they do
that, you can chastise them but not
severely. Their rights upon you are
that you should provide them with

would never go astray”

food and clothing in afitting man-
ner. | haveleft among you the Book
of God, andif you holdfasttoit you
would never go astray. And you
would be asked about me [on the
Day of Resurrection, now tell me]
what would you say?’

Upon that, the audience said:
“We bear witness that you have
conveyed [the Message], dis-
charged [the Ministry of
Prophethood] and given wise (sin-
cere) counsel.” The narrator said:
“He (the Prophet) then raised his
forefinger toward the sky and
pointed it at the people [and said]:
“O God, bear witness, O God, bear
witness’ (related in Sahih Muslim).

The benefits of this Great Ser-
mon, as adapted from Masaa'il
Muhimma‘anil-'Umrahwa [-Hgjj by
Muhammad Jameel Zeeno, are as
follows:

1 Prohibition of shedding in-
nocent blood and taking of wealth
without right, which stressesIdam’s
protection of souls.

2 Nullification of vaidity of ac-
tions of jahiliyyah (ignorance).

s Prohibition of taking riba
(usury and interest), whichisanin-
crease on the principal, whether
small or large. Allah the Most High
says. “ But if you repent, you may
haveyour capital” (Qur’an2:279).

4  Admonitiontofulfill and give
women their rights, and to deal with
them in goodness. Many authentic
Hadith have been narrated in this
regard, which elucidate their rights
and warn against taking and treat-
ing them unjustly.

s Advice to strongly cling to
the Book of Allah, inwhichliesthe
honour of Muslimsand their victory.
Likewise, the order to stick to the
Sunnah, which explainsthe Qur’ an,
for verily the reason for Muslims'
weakness today is their leaving of
judging by the Book of Allah and
the Sunnah of HisMessenger. There
will be no victory for Muslims ex-
cept by returning to these two
sources.

6 Testimony of the Compan-
ions that the Messenger of Allah
(pbuh), conveyed the Message, dis-

Continued on page 14

A Different ‘Eid
This Year

American Muslims are particularly grateful
to our nation’s Christian community for
their overwhelming support to us in
these past few months

By Riad Z. Abdelkarim, MD
United States of America

Thisyear, ‘ Eid-ul-Fitr was some-
how different. The ‘Eid — which
marks the end of the holy month of
Ramadan and representsthe first of
two major holidays in the Islamic
calendar — was marked by the
world’'s 1.2 billion Muslimsand our
nation’sestimated 7 million Ameri-
can Muslims.

Sure, asaways, American Mus-
lims gathered at mosqgues and con-
vention centresand hallsearly Sun-
day morning to offer communal ‘Eid
prayers. At oneof thelarger gather-
ings in our nation in southern Cali-
fornia, an estimated 14,000
worshipers gathered at the regional
fair grounds to pray and celebrate
together. Men, women, and children
of all stripes and backgrounds —
brown, white, black, yellow —
dressed in their ‘Eid-best clothes.
While many donned typical West-
ern attire such as suitswith tiesand
dresses, some opted for traditional
ethnic clothing from their places of
origin. Men wearing traditional Af-

ghan turbans mingled with others
wearing Pakistani gowns or tradi-
tional Arabic headdresses. Women
wearing flowery African robes
mixed with others wearing glittery
Indian or traditional Palestinian
dresses. Impatient children wearing
crisp new clothes — purchased just
for ‘ Eid — scurried about the prayer
halls, impervious to their parents
calsfor silence. But thedifferences
inthe*Eid celebration thisyear were
also apparent. Many worshipers—
young and old — wore red, white,
and blue pins with phrases such as
“Proud American Mudlim,” demon-
strating their pride in both their na-
tion and their faith. Also, tight se-
curity prevailed this year from the
parking lot to the prayer hall en-
trance. Large signs declaring that
personal belongingswere subject to
search seemed ubiquitous. And a
sheriff’s bomb squad team madeits
rounds around the premises, com-

plete with a bomb-sniffing dogs.
The heightened security at the
event came as arelief to those who
Continued on page 14
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We Must Establish An
Islamic State — At Home

Most Muslims today think that the answer to all our woesisin re-establish-
ing an Islamic state — the Khilafah. We dream and long for our Ameer-ul-
Mu’ mineen, who will come, move hismagic wand of 1slam, and make everything
right.

We have the best manual — the Glorious Qur’an — in our possession, and
yet we see ourselves being beaten in all the walks of life. There are scores of
Muslim states and over one billion Muslimsall over the world and still, we have
no influence over the world’s political, economic, scientific, or military gains.
Muslims have a very low rate of literacy. We are |looked down upon as being
backward — although Muslims established the ground for most of today’s
technological advances. We areliving alife of fear and are being harassed in our
own lands. We are facing international and civil wars, population displacement,
and helplessness, which are imposed upon us — sometimes by outsiders and
sometimes by ourselves. Asaresult, the largest numbers of refugees come from
the Muslim world.

Not only that, the most highly developed Muslim civilisation that remained
for centuries the beacon of light for the world, is now being mocked at by the
oneswho do not have any moral authority for their actions. We are encountering
defeat after defeat on every front at the hands of those who are mostly secular,
or Disbelievers. We al so find ourselves ever defending and “explaining” our faith
and practicesto those who claim to be “ experts’ on |slam yet have no idea about
itsteachings. As aresult, we are frustrated, bitter, and angry with the people or
nationsthat wethink arethe reason for our fall and collectively dub them as“the
West.” We blame the West for our problems, vent out some anger, and then go to
sleep.

Let’s stop whining and look at ourselves — honestly.

We want to convince the whole world of the beauty of Islam, but are WE
convinced of it? Do we PRACTISE it? The truth is that we do everything un-
Islamic in the name of Islam.

| know somebody who wanted to buy a used car. When he realised that the
salesperson was Muslim, he said to him, “ You are my Muslim brother. Help me.
Don't charge methetaxes.” Thisisnot help. It'scheating. It'sun-Islamic. If two
Muslims behave dishonestly, it does not become Islamic. What kind of Islam are
we following? Moreover, this is only one little example. We do exactly the
opposite of what we preach. We tell lies, spend our time backbiting, rather than
in remembrance of Allah, abuse our family, show prejudice against others on
ethnic grounds, and so on. Therefore, can we say that we practise | slamic cheat-
ing, Islamic lying, Islamic backbiting, Islamic laziness, Islamic thisand Islamic
that?

Then, we call ourselves moderate Muslims, militant Muslims, fundamental-
ist Muslims, extremist Muslims, practising Muslims, secular Muslims, and this
Muslim and that Muslim, but the only thing we are not is “Muslims.” It needs
self-restraint to be a“Muslim,” as Islam does not need any prefix.

We cry for thewell being of Muslimsall over theworld but cannot make any
tiny bit of sacrifice for ourselves. How many of us, for example, can take avow
not to be late for our appointments any more?

Furthermore, we are so fragmented and disunited. Thereistribalism, racism,
feudalism, etc. Islam is the religion of peace, practice, and patience. It did not
spread over half the world by any “-isms.”

Islam means peace. True. But it also means submission to God. Are we
doing that? We are reaping what we have been sowing for scores of years:
passiveness.

We make resolutions and our talks are alot of hot air. It's easy to blame the
West for all our woes, but if we look inside ourselves, we know that it’s not the
West that isas much our enemy. It isour own nafs (inner being). We cannot make
acommitment. We can not keep our words. We haveto realize that WE must take
responsibility for our own actions.

If wefail atest at school, we start again and work harder. We do not blame
others who are better than us, or the teacher, or the school system. Then why
don’t we take the same avenue here?

We must start taking one day at atime. Start from today. Promise that | will
giveup onesinful habit each day and then stick toit. What we need to doisavoid
the major sinsand Allah will forgive our minor ones.

We have to start with ourselves. We talk about global unity and Islamic
world order, whereas our own homes are out of order. We need to purify our own
hearts and deedsfirst, then think of the others. L et the charity begin at home. L et
thefragrancetell the world about the bloom. L et us start from possible and Allah
will help us achieve the apparent impossible. Thisis the Sunnah of Allah.

In the very recent past, Muslims were given a couple of chancesto establish
Islam in their lands. First, it was the birth of Pakistan, as there was no foreign
power interfering with us at that time. Secondly, Afghanistan: after the Soviet
retreat, all the world powers had |eft Afghanistan alone. It is regrettable that we
have badly failed with both opportunities. Why? Because we had not done our
homework first. We were able to physically defeat the Soviets, but our Inner
Jihad was not complete, which is why we could not establish an exemplary
Islamic state. We continued fighting amongst ourselves on petty issues, and our
dream turned into anightmare.

We have to truthfully believe and practise Islam in our private lives first —
at all costs — and then everything will fall into place. The Islamic State of
Madinah did not sprout over night. It wasthefruit of the continuous struggle for
years with steadfastness and perseverance. This is the Sunnah of the Prophet.

Aslong as we will try to have an easy way out, and keep trying to put the
buggy before the horse, we will be a laughing matter for the whole world and
deemed to be unsuccessful.

Asma \Warsi

L etters/ Opinion

A Fate Most Deserving

For the last thirty years or so,
dating back to the Middle East con-
flictinthelate sixties, Muslimshave
been the targets and victims of the
most horrific atrocities heaped upon
them. The Gulf War, Bosnia, Kosova,
Chechnya, and Afghanistan are the
primeexamples.

And yet Muslims everywhere
till side with and give in to those
who oppress them. Muslim govern-
ments allow the enemies of Islam to
use their soil to launch attacks on
helpless Muslim states that would
lead to the daughter of innocent men,
women and children.

There can be only one explana
tionfor thismalaise. Wearemorein-
terested at looking after our own in-
terests, have lost our sense of jus-
tice and brotherhood which once
made us — the Muslim nations —
the most glorious and magnanimous
of all countries. We have sunk into
the lowest of low moral decay and
lethargy.

Brothersand sistersinIslam, if a
Muslim anywheregetshurt, all Mus-
limseverywhere should feel the pain.
When such an awakening takes place
and we return to the fold of Allah’s
only religion, Islam, all our difficul-
ties will disappear and no one will
dare to cause us any pain. But we
must work to replace our decadent
leaderswithtruly Islamic leadership.

And until that happens, | see no
end to our present plight. Wewill be
ethnically cleansed and destroyed.
Werichly deservethisfate.

But, feeling sorry and depressed
about our plight is alone not going
to improve our lot. We have to be
proactive in changing our situation.
Muslimsinthispart of theworld are,
by and large more enlightened in
terms of being generally more edu-
cated and not suffering economic
hardships that Muslims in many
other parts of the world do.

S0 as beginners, let us see what
we herein Ontario and in Canadacan
doto changethingsaround. Hereare
afew offerings:

1 Understanding Idam: ISamis
Allah’sfirst and last religion. It isa
doctrine of peace and mercy. Wehave
to, as Muslims, truly understand
what |slam advocates and learn to
differentiate it from cultural over-
tonesthat weintroduceinto our lives
andcal itIslam.

2. We must integrate with the
society welivein. Thisdoesnot mean
wegiveup our Islamic values. When
we truly understand Islam, we will
realize that respect of our neighbors
and indeed of the society welivein,
is something that was the hallmark
of our beloved Prophet Muhammead's
(pbuh) character and way of life. If
we do that, it will go along way in
removing some of the misconcep-
tions about us.

3. Abroad, we must invest in
education; both Islamic studies and
the sciences. I1slamic education will
help Muslims understand what our
religion is all about and allow usto
resist propaganda by power hungry
partisan groups who associate their
agenda as being Islamic. Education
inthe scienceswill improve the eco-
nomic condition of Muslims. Both
formsof educationwill uplift usfrom
the yoke of those few who control
thelives of themgjority of the popu-
[ation.

4. \We develop avoice whereby
we are able to speak from a position
of power and strength. This will be
possible when we acquire political
clout. Thiswill be achieved whenwe
are better educated. Because only
then will we acquire economic and
socia recognition. Theseinturnwill
give usavoice in society.

5. We should portray a positive
image. Too often we are victimized
through undeserved adverse public-
ity. Itis, therefore, important that the
people of the countries we live in
know what isldlam. The present mis-
conception is that Islam is synony-
mouswith terrorism. On October 5™,
the Oprah Winfrey show on TV went
along way in making North Ameri-
cansaware of Islam and itsvalues. |
am sure that her show touched the
hearts of millions of Americans the

/ Space permitting, all \
op-eds and letters
are published
regardless of the
journal’s policy. We
entertain all letters,
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address, and
telephone number.
Only names will be

\_published.
letters@theambition.com

right way. Itisnow up to usto carry
thisforward through every available
media

6. We must establish aBayt-ul-
Maal that will give us the funding
needed in furthering our cause.

7. Andto achievetheabove, we
must resolve the differences between
us. This includes ending once and
for al the Shi*a-Sunni conflict that
has done nothing more than weaken
usasan Ummah. Locally, we havea
number of mosquesand other ISlamic
organizations, each of which have
their own agendas and corporate
values. These should not lead to a
conflict amongst usto a point where
we become disunited and fragmented
so that we lose sight of what needs
to be done in becoming astrong and
respected Ummah.

Brothersand sistersinIslam, the
list of what we can do is not limited
to theinitiatives listed above. How-
ever, let usbegin somewhere. Let us
sit together and expand on them as
necessary.

Munawwar Merchant

Zero Tolerance Needed Toward Rep.
Chambliss’ Islamophobia

by James O. Hacking, I11
United States of America

C. Saxby Chamblissisaranking
Republican member of Congress
(USA) who servesasthe head of the
House Task Force on Terrorism and
Homeland Security. As such, he
wields an enormous amount of
power and influence in shaping our
nation’s response to the horrendous
attacks of September 11, 2001.

Representative Chambliss re-
cently made acomment that hasbeen
underreported by the media and
which revealsagreat deal about the
mindset of those charged with pro-
tecting our country from future at-
tacks. In a meeting with approxi-
mately thirty Georgia law enforce-
ment officials, Representative
Chambliss stated that in order to
combat the threat of terrorism, the
sheriffsof the Peach State should be
turned loose to “arrest every Mus-
lim that comes acrossthe stateline.”

Do | even need to point out how
outrageous this comment is? Can
you imagine what would happen to
a politician who directed an entire
state’slaw enforcement personnel to
arrest every African-American or
Jew who deigned to visit his state?
But in today’s post-9/11 climate,
Chambliss' offensive remark has

been nary ablip on the radar screen.

Although Chambliss later dis-
missed the minor criticism he faced
after the comment by claiming that
hewasmerely joking, it wasactually
quite a stupid thing to do. First, it
fliesin the face of President Bush's
oft-repeated refrain that the war
against terrorismisnot awar against
Islam. Perhaps Mr. Chambliss should
check with his commander-in-chief
and the titular head of the Republi-
can Party before showing the true
colors of both himself and those of
hisilk. Is President Bush speaking
thetruth when he makeshisclaim or
is the sentiment of Representative
Chambliss the unspoken truth.

Second, the remark lumps to-
gether the six million law-abiding
Muslim-Americans who have done
absolutely nothing wrong with nine-
teen terrorist nuts who perpetrated
their evil acts in their twisted and
perverted interpretation of Islam.
Why would any Muslim ever want
tovisit Georgiaafter thisremark and
isit fair that such a Muslim should
be reluctant from moving about our
country in the first place?

A perhaps greater problem
caused by Chambliss’ ridiculous
statement is the fact that the com-

Continued on page 11

Five Good Reasons to Advertise in The Ambition
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A Wave of Conversion to Islam
In the United States of America

Muslim American reportsin the
Arab press indicate that Muslim
Da awaeffortshave been unusually
successful since the September 11
attacks. * Alaa Bayumi, Director of
Arab Affairs at the Council for
American-ldamic Relations(CAIR),
wroteintheLondon daily that “ non-
Muslim Americans are now inter-
ested ingetting to know Idam. There
areanumber of signs: Librarieshave
run out of books on Islam and the
Middle East. English trand ations of
the Qur’ an head the American best-
seller list. The Americans are show-
ing increasing willingness to con-
vert to Islam since September 11.
Thousands of non-Muslim Ameri-
cans have responded to invitations
to visit mosques, resembling the
waves of the sea [crashing on the
shore] one after another. All thisis
happening in apolitical atmosphere,
that, at least verbally, encourages
non-Muslim Americans openness
towardsMuslimsin Americaandin
the Islamic world, as the American
president has said many timesin his
speeches...”

CAIR Chairman Nihad Awad told
the Saudi paper ‘ Ukaz that “ 34,000

Americans have converted to Islam
following the events of September
11,and this is the highest rate
reached in the U.S. since Islam ar-
rived there.”

AccordingtoDr. Walid A. Fatihi,
instructor of medicine at Harvard
Medical School, Boston has re-
cently become a center of Islamic
proselytizing. On September 22,
2001, Al-Fatihi sent a letter to the
Egyptian weekly Al-Ahram Al-
Arabi, in which he described the
unfolding of events since Septem-
ber 11: “... Fromthefirst day, theme-
dia began to insinuate that Muslim
Arab hands were behind this inci-
dent, at noon, the directors and ad-
ministration of the|slamic Center of
Boston held an emergency meeting,
and | stayed on the line with them
frommy clinic. Wedecidedtoholda
blood drive, and we set up a com-
mittee to contact the Red Cross and
organize it for us. We invited the
mediato cover the event...

“All of ustried to grab onto every
scrap of information that would in-
dicatethat Muslim Arab handswere
not involved in theloathsome crime.
Yes, my brothers and sisters, we

tried to prove our humanity on the
day we found ourselves attacked
from all sides. Our hearts bled and
our spokesman said that proselytiz-
ing in the name of Allah had been
set back 50 yearsinthe U.S. and in
theentireworld...

“On Saturday, September 15, |
went with my wife and children to
the biggest church in Boston (Trin-
ity Churchin Copley Square) by of -
ficial invitation of the I slamic Soci-
ety of Boston, to represent Islam by
specid invitation of the senators of
Boston. Present were the mayor of
Boston, his wife, and the heads of
the universities. There were more
than 1,000 peoplethere, with media
coverage by one of Boston's main
television stations. We were re-
ceived like ambassadors. | sat with
my wifeand childreninthefront row,
next to the mayor’swife. In his ser-
mon, the priest defended Islam asa
monotheisticreligion, telling the au-
diencethat | represented thelslamic
Society of Boston.

“After the sermon was over, he
stood at my sideas| read an official
statement issued by the leading
Muslim clerics condemning the in-

cident (i.e. the at-

tacks). The state-
ment explained Is-
lam’s stance and
principles, and its
sublime precepts.
Afterwards, | read
Qur’anic verses
trandated into Eng-
lish. These were
momentsthat | will
never forget be-
cause the entire
church burst into
tears upon hearing
the passages of the
words of Allah!
“Emotion swept
over us. Onesaidto
me: ‘| do not under-
stand the Arabic
language, but there
is no doubt that the
things you said are
thewordsof Allah.’
As she left the
church weeping, a
woman put a piece
of paper in my
hand; on the paper
was written: ‘For-
give usfor our past
and for our present.
Keep proselytizing
tous.” Another man
stood at the en-
trance of the

church, his eyes teary, and said, ‘ You
arejust like us; no, you are better than
us’

“On Sunday, September 16, the|s-
lamic Society of Boston issued an open
invitation to thelslamic Center in Cam-
bridge, located between Harvard and
MIT. Wedid not expect morethan 100
people, but to our surprise more than
1,000 people came, among them the
neighbours, the university lecturers,
members of the clergy, and even the
leaders of the priests from the nearby
churches, who invited us to speak on
Islam. All expressed solidarity with
Muslims. Many questionsflowed to us.
Everyone wanted to know about Islam
and to understand its precepts.

“Of al the questions, not a single
one attacked me; on the contrary, we
saw [the people’s] eyes filling with
tearswhen they heard about I1slam and
its sublime principles. Many of them
had never heard about Islam before.
WEell, they had heard about Islam only
through the biased media. That same
day, | was invited again to participate
inameeting in the church, and again |
saw the same things. On Thursday, a
delegation of 300 students and |ectur-
ersfrom Harvard visited the Centre of
the Islamic Society of Boston, accom-
panied by the American Ambassador
to Vienna. They sat on the floor of the
mosque, which was filled to capacity.
We explained to them the precepts of
Islam, and defended it from any suspi-
cions [promulgated in the media]. |
again read to them from the verses of
Allah, and [their] eyesfilled withtears.
The audience was moved, and many
asked to participate in the weekly les-
sons for non-Muslims held by the Is-
l[amic Center...

“On Friday, September 21, theMus-
lims participated in a closed meeting
with the governor of Massachusetts.
In the meeting, a discussion was held
on introducing Islam into the school
curriculum, to inform the [American]
people and to fight racism against
Muslims arising from the American
peopl€'s ignorance regarding the reli-
gion. With the governor’s support,
measuresto examineimplementation of
this goal were agreed upon...

“These are only some of the exam-
ples of what happened and is happen-
ing in the city of Boston, and in many
other American cities, during these
days. Da wah work has not been un-
dermined, and has not been set back
50years, aswethought inthefirst days
after September 11. Onthe contrary, the
11 days that have passed are like 11
yearsin the history of proselytizing in
thename of Allah. | writeto you today
with the absol ute confidence that over

Continued on page 11

From the
Qur’an

And their Lord
responded to
them: “Never will |
allow to be lost
the work of [any]
worker among
you, whether male
or female; you are
of one another. So
those who
emigrated or were
evicted from their
homes or were
harmed in My
cause or fought or
were killed — |
will surely remove
from them their
misdeeds, and |
will surely admit
them to gardens
beneath which
rivers flow as
reward from Allah,
and Allah has with
Him the best
reward.”
(3:195)

(& )

From the
Hadith

Narrated Ibn
‘Umar (ra): The
Prophet (pbuh)
said, “Whoever
takes a piece of

land of others
unjustly, he will
sink down the
seven Earths on

the Day of
Resurrection.”

Related by
Al-Bukhari
(3:634)

" )
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By Ayub Hamid

We all want to succeed. Every
one of us wants to be awinner. But
what is success? Who is a winner?
Does success mean amassing wesalth,
attaining leadership, adopting the
profession of one’s choice, being
popular, consolidating power, enjoy-
ing prestige, maximizing happiness,
etc.?Isthewinner the onewho leads
a country, commands huge audi-
ences, gets his way, wins elections,
overcomes his adversaries, becomes
aNobel Laureate, emergesasasports
icon, or becomesinfluential ? Isit he
who is a popular celebrity, rich and
famous, adored by countless fans,
pictured and interviewed all over the
world, viewed as a super hero, well-
known for religious rank, respected
for Idamic knowledge, recognized as
acommunity leader, etc.? Or isit he
whose children are educated in the
best of the educational institutions,
excel in their careers and marry the
choicest of spouses?

TheHoly Qur’ aninformsusthat:
“Whoever issaved fromthe Fireand
admitted to the Jannah, he indeed
issuccessful” (3:185). Andthat: “ The
real losers will be those who lose
themselves and their families on the
Day of Judgement. Ah, that is the
manifest loss!” (39:15).

These verses remind us of the

Being Successful

reality that none of the aforemen-
tioned ‘successes are truly suc-
cesses unless a person is able to
avoid Hell and is granted admission
into Jannah (Heaven). If apersonand
hisfamily cannot attain thisultimate
success for themselves, heis an ut-
ter loser! Just imaginethe most suc-
cessful person you have ever known
or heard of — the onetowardswhom
you perhaps felt envious. Now, im-
aginehiminthefireof Hell —inpain,
deprived of all wishes or needs, un-
able to find a way out, totally frus-
trated and remorseful, but helpless
and doomed forever. He could have
ended up in Hell for any number of
reasons. Perhaps it was because he
worked so hard for his success that
he sdldom had timefor Allah’sremem-
brance or for fulfilling his Islamic
obligations; he was so involved in
hisworldly mission that he could not
pay any attention to the Hereafter;
his intentions were not merely and
purely for Allah; he divided hislife
into Islamic and secular segments,
hefollowedritualsof Idamfaithfully
but ran hislife according to the cus-
toms and traditions of his society;
hewas careless about little mistakes;
or, because he attained his suc-
cesses at the expense of others.
Whatever the reason, he ended up
in thefire. Is he successful? All the

success of thislifewould feel like a
fleeting mirage and the real pain
would continuefor eternity. How stu-
pidisit, that for temporary gain, heis
going to suffer permanent pain?
Onthe other hand, think of aper-
son who seemed to be so disadvan-
taged that you felt pity for him. Now,
see him in Paradise — enjoying the
pleasures and comforts beyond
one'simaginationsand having every
wish and desirefulfilled instantly. He
could have been rewarded because
he was always remembering Allah
and focusing on doing theright thing
in any circumstance — the way Al-
lah wanted him to do. Hedid not care
what others thought or whether he
succeeded in his goalsin this world
or not. All he cared about was doing
hisbest in the circumstances accord-
ing to theethical, moral and spiritual
standard that pleased Allah. He was
a man of principles and nerves of
steel, withstanding any and every
difficulty that came hisway asare-
sult of living by his principles, par
excellence. He suffered deprivation
inthisworld because of hisstrict life-
style, but remained honest and dedi-
cated despite adversity. He earnestly
cared for thewell being of all — even
his adversaries. He generously
shared whatever little he had with
others. Heremained cheerful despite
adversity of his own circumstances.
He endured and remained steadfast
when he was abused because peo-
ple could not stand his uncompro-
mising stance
on critical is-

joying the stupendous returns of a
great bargain that he had made with
Allah. Hetook afleeting painfor eter-
nal gain. Heisthe onewho truly suc-
ceeded.

The Prophet (pbuh) explained
how insignificant, transient, and
fleeting the experiences of thisworld
are by sharing the following infor-
mation:

“ The most prosperous person of
the world to be thrown in the Fire
will be brought on the Day of Judge-
ment and thrown into the Fire for
just enough time to let the Fire pen-
etrate his body. Then he will be
asked, O man, did you ever have
good timeinyour life or enjoyed any
bounties? Hewill respond, ‘ By God,
never, O Lord!” Smilarly, a person
to be entered into Jannah who had
the most destitute life in the world
will be brought. He will be placed
into Jannah for a time long enough
to be accustomed to its luxuries.
Then hewill beasked, * O man! Have
you ever experienced poverty or
tough circumstances? He will re-
spond, ‘By God, O Lord, | have nei-
ther experienced poverty nor tough
circumstancesever’” (Muslim).

However, people will not be
judged arbitrarily. Our end depends
on whether we treat this transitory
life as a test and live it as such or

whether welive hereasif thislifeit-
self is the goal. Those who realy
believeinitsbeing atest, livein obe-
dience to Allah. On every decision
they make or action they undertake,
their concernis: Isit right? Will it be
marked as a correct answer? Others
do not worry about obedience to
Allah but do what they themselves
desire or feel should be done. They
arerebellious. LivinginHisland and
not caring for Hisrulesis rebellion.
Theeternal rulefor successand fail-
ure is. “ Thus, whoever rebels and
gives preference to the life of this
world, Fire will be his destination.
And whoever worries about stand-
ing before his Lord (for Judgement)
and controls his desires, Jannah
will behisdestination” (79:37-41).

Those who assume that their
claim to be Muslims will guarantee
them success are having baseless
expectations of Allah.

The Prophet (pbuh) said, “ Awise
person is he who judges himself and
works for the life after death. And
the loser is he who follows his de-
sires and then expects to be re-
warded by Allah” (Tirmidhi and
Mishkaah).

So, do we want to be a winner,
never to lose again? Do we want a
success that is never going to fail
us?Now isthetimeto aimfor it!

No Muslimsin theworld should feel good
AslongthereareMuslimscrying for food
How can a M uslim not feel shame

If thereisasingle Muslim sufferingin pain

— Munawwar Merchant

sues; he was
isolated and
ostracized for

his strict life-
style and in-
sistence on

principles; he
was accused of
seeking promi-
nenceand lead-
ership for his
effortsto bring
people to the
Islamic life-
style; he was
ridiculedfor his
innocent sim-
plicity and for
religious emo-
tions; he was
avoided for his
frankness,
bringing Allah
in everything
and viewing
everything
fromanldamic
perspective. He
continued his
struggle the
way the
Prophet (peace
be upon him)
would have
done whether
hewas appreci-
ated or not,
whether hewas
recognized or
not, whether he
was accepted
or not, and
whether he suc-
ceeded or not!
Now, in para-

dise, he is en-
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Day of Arafat and
‘Eid-ul-Adha:
When and How?

TheDay of Arafat istheday when
an estimated 2.5 million Muslim pil-
grimswill gather onthe plains of the
mountain of Arafat near Makkah to-
wardsthe end of their spiritual jour-
ney of Hajj. Severa thousands Ca-
nadian Mudlimswill bethere. On that
special day of praying, pilgrimswill
communicate with their Creator and
ask for the best in this life and the
best in the Hereafter. The following
day Muslim pilgrims will celebrate
‘Eid-ul-Adha, the Feast of Sacrifice.
A celebrationto mark different occa-
sions in the history of the faithful,
involving Prophet Ibrahim, hiswife
Hajar, and their son Isma’il. Non-pil-
grimMuslimsmark the Day of Arafat
by observing an Islamic fast and they
jointheir fellow pilgrimsin celebrat-
ing ‘ Eid-ul-Adhathe following day.
Most Muslim countries and coun-
trieswith Mudlim minority which have
agrand mufti mark the Day of Arafat
and ‘Eid-ul-Adha by following the
actual Day of Arafat and that of * Eid-
ul-Adhaasobserved by the pilgrims.
Both the actual Day of Arafat and
that of * Eid-ul-Adhaareknown nine
days in advance to all Muslims
around theworld including Canadian
Muslims at home. However some
Muslims and Islamic centers in
Canadaand the U.S. follow thelocal
Islamic calendar in observing the
Day of Arafat and/or ‘Eid-ul-Adha
which could differ by one day from
the actual days observed by their
fellow pilgrims.

Ever
Wonder...

Why anun can be covered from
head to toe and she's respected for
devoting herself to God, but when a
Muslimah does that, she's “op-
pressed” ?

Why a Jew can grow abeard and
he's just practicing his faith, and
when a Muslim does that, he's an
extremist?

When a Western woman stays at
hometo look after her houseand kids
she's sacrificing herself and doing
good for the household, but when a
Muslim woman does so, she “needs

to be liberated” ?

Why isit that when achild dedi-
cates himself to a subject, he has
potential, and when achild dedicates
himself to Islam, heis hopeless?

When a Christian kills someone,
religionisnot mentioned (e.g., IRA)
but whenaMuslimischarged witha
crime, it'slslamthat goestotrial ?

But then again, why isit after all
that, Islamisstill the fastest growing
religionintheworld?

Submitted by Javed Ahmad

Networking His
Way to New
‘Customers’

There's something different
about Egyptian-born Muslim leader
Yahia Abdul-Rahman.

Local African-American Muslim
activist Najee Ali noticed it when he
heard Abdul-Rahman’s Friday ser-
mon afew yearsago. Abdul-Rahman
publicly encouraging inter-ethnic
marriages.

Shi‘aMudimleader MoustafaAl-
Qawzini noticed it too. Since Abdul-
Rahman took over as head of thels-
lamic ShuraCouncil of Southern Cali-
fornia last year, Al-Qawzini says,
Abdul-Rahman has frequently in-
vited Shi‘a Muslims to speak, and
has driven miles to attend their
events.

Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben, presi-
dent of the Board of Rabbisof South-
ern California says, the two have
shared several conversations that
have not once degenerated into po-
litical tensions. “He is on an ethical
and spiritual crusadeto taketheval-
uesof histradition and communicate
those to people, and | think heis ef-
fective because of that.”

Abdul-Rahman, 57, an effusive
and elegant man, explains, “1 want
peopleto know we'reall brothersand
sisters, and we're al serving God.”
With his inclusive vision, Abdul-
Rahman has made a striking splash
as chairman of the Islamic council.
The consultative group, which rep-
resentshalf amillion Southland Mus-
limsin 67 Islamic centers.

On 9/11, Abdul-Rahman started
organizing themost diversereligious
gathering in the region, with Chris-

tians and Jews,
Muslims and
Mormons, Bud-
dhists and
Bahaisand Hin-
dus praying
along  with
Pasadena city
officials. Hecan
beirrepressible,
for instance,
does he make
contacts with
Hindus and
Sikhs? “Every
timel seeaper-
son with a tur-
ban and beard, |
go up and ask
who is their
highest author-
ity,” he says.
“I"'m collecting
numbers.”

One of his
biggest dreams
istoopenaU.S.
office of the
Cairo-based Al-
Azhar Univer-
sity, theworld’s
most prestig-
ious seat of Is-
lamic learning.
Education is
key, he says.
“My motto in
life,” he says,
“isto start with
the possible to
achieve the im-
possible. Many
people start
with the impos-
shleandfdl flat
ontheir face.”

The First Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Helpful Hints

By Sister Shireen Patel

Q: | know of someone who is an abusive parent towards his
children. It really bothers me but | find myself too angered to do any-
thing. What would you advise me to do?

A . Unfortunately humans are such that they continue following a
cyclethey arefamiliar with; beit good or bad becauseit isthe easiest for
them and won't stop until they truly see it as wrong. Perhaps this per-
son was abused as a child and seesit asthe only method of “discipline”
and not really abuse. Thiscycleismainly dueto lack of knowledgeand
denial. In order to break it the person needs to be informed about his
actions, and the consequences to such actions. Not so much legal, but
when his children grow up what will they think of him? How would it
affect themin the long run? | suggest if you feel you can control your-
self and approach the issue with a direct yet calm nature then perhaps
you should speak to this person. Enlighten him about the reality of his
actions. You need to spark thought in him, so that he can contemplate
about what he does, instead of just blindly continuing this abusive
cycle, which most probably his children would do too. If he wasn’t
abused as a child, perhapsit’s a means of feeling “ powerful” or having
authority, or misusing his rights in Islam. “ The best man is he who is
kindest to his family,” said the Prophet (pbuh). Make sure he under-
standsthat hisfamily isatrust to him. If you don’t feel you can do this,
talk to an Imam. Perhaps he can talk to the brother. And if you' reasister
or know of a suitable sister maybe you can talk to the mother of the
children (if sheisaround). The basic point hereis someone hasto talk,
and the lines of communi cation need to be opened and kept wide open.
Obviously he needs help, so try not to be mad, but help him. It'saharsh
way to cry out for help. In regards to your anger, the Prophet (pbuh)
said if you say ‘A’udhu billahi minash-Shaitan (I seek refuge with
Allah from Satan)’ then all your anger will go away, Insha-Allah. May
the Almighty guide us on the right guidance, and protect us from the
wrong that is done by man. Ameen.

Q: | met aguy onthelnternet. He'sagood brother and | think he's
exactly what | want in a spouse, but how do | tell my parents?

A . Internet hook-upsis not exactly new any more. Almost every-
one, if not everyone, has Internet at home. And those who do, majority
of them chat. Chat at times can be agood thing, but it can also lead to a
lot of fitnah. However, in this case, you have already established the
fact that you want to get married, and although talking with the oppo-
site sex is not advisable, it's done. It is good that you have intentions
for marriage. | hope the feeling on the other side is just as sincere.
Depending on the mentality of your parents, they may react with anger
or perhaps be open minded to this brother you have met. Whatever the
case may be, you should have thought of it before all this happened. Go
to your parents and tell them you want to get married, and that you've
found a brother whom you think is good and you would like them to
meet him. Distance may be aproblem; make surethey are aware of where
this brother is located. Tell them a bit about him, and whatever you
know about the family. Tell them why exactly you feel he is a good
brother. Thisisnot an easy thing to do, but “if you don’t ask, you don’t
get”; not to mention you cannot continuethisrelationship if marriageis
not possible. And marriage is only possible with the consent of your
wali (guardian, i.e., father). You’ ve gone too far, more so emotionally
then anything else to back out. Backing out meaning not tell your par-
ents. They deserveto know, and Insha-Allah, they will react in the best
of your interest. | suggest you sincerely do Salaat-ul-Istikhara, whichis
two raka' ah nafl Salaat followed by adu‘a (for Istikhara, you can find
itinalmost all du‘a books). Then go talk to you parents, and take things
from there. If you really want to get married, telling your parentsisthe
ONLY way it will happen. If youtruly believethisisagood brother and
if heis, thenInsha-Allah, it will work out. If not, then remember thereis
good in everything. Meeting over the Internet can be quite risky be-
cause “talk ischeap.” And even though you may chat alot and can tell
quite a bit about the person from what/how they type, nothing really
saysit liketheir behavior. Only 7% of communication isactually trans-
mitted through words, where as 55% is actual body language. “Love”
can be blind sister, and sometimeswe allow ourselvesto believe some-
thing that really isn’t there. Marriage is alife long commitment and a
very serious decision, so please deal with it seriousdly. It is possible to
marry someone “off the Net,” and has happened many times, some
resulting in wonderful marriages and others unfortunately ending in
divorce. A third party would be of great benefit to you, perhaps un-
cover what you choose to subconsciously neglect. Be honest and upfront
with your parents, and |leave the rest to the Almighty to take care of.
May Allah help you with thishurdlein life, and bless you with nothing
but the best spouse for you... Ameen.

Answers for Kidz Korner
la/2c/3c/4b/5a/6b
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Journey toldam

Highlighting the experiences of new Muslims

By Thomas Maguire

NOTE: This article was submit-
ted to Mirror International by the
author, who identifies himself asthe
cousin of John Walker —the* Ameri-
can Taliban” captured by Northern
Alliance forces in Afghanistan.

| first met John Walker during a
triptovisit hisfamily beforemy jun-
ior year of college, in 1995. Although
six years his senior, | found John to
beamature and thoughtful individual
whose interests and curiosities
closely paralleled my own. We both
nurtured afledgling interestin Islam
that chiefly centered around the
pseudo-Muslim murmurs within
hiphop music. While my interest in
Islam stalled around issues of social
freedom and self-gratification, John
exhibited a glowing innocence that
propelled him to openly investigate
thetruth of Islam.

After graduating from collegein
1997, | moved to the[San Francisco]
Bay Area, and John and | had a
chance to spend more time together.
It was then that he finally declared
hisfaith in Islam. Having witnessed
variousintervasof hisjourney, it was
clear that conversion brought himan
inner satisfaction and asense of com-
pletion. John, now Sulayman, intro-
duced me to some knowledgeable
Muslims who were able to answer

some of my nagging questions about
the religion. Soon after, | took the
shahadah as well and accepted |Is-
lam. As| began to meet Muslimsin
the Bay Area, those who already
knew Sulayman spoke of him with ad-
miration and enthusiasm. | can still
remember the smiles people offered
me when | mentioned that | was his
cousin.

Sulayman and | only spent ashort
time together after we had both be-
come Muslim. | moved to the East
Coast, and Sulayman eventually left
for Yemen to begin learning Arabic.
For several years, although I identi-
fied myself asMuslim, | dragged my
feet in making the necessary changes
in life — abandoning Haram prac-
tices, establishing prayer, and fast-
ing. It wasn't until | got married in
1999 that | began to address my lack
of attention to Islam. At this time,
Sulayman wasin Yemen for the sec-
ond time, and we began communi-
cating by e-mail.

Like many Muslim converts, |
wasdisillusioned by the unfortunate
factionalism in the Islamic world.
When | committed myself to
practicing thereligion properly, | till
worried about navigating the various
perspectives and in-fighting among
Muslims. Sulayman has been por-
trayed by the media as impression-

And My Brother In Faith

able and naive— easily led into ex-
tremism. Yet, when | encountered dif-
ferent groups and school s of thought
within Islam, | always found that
Sulayman offered a carefully bal-
anced and knowledgeabl e critique of
various perspectives without con-
demning or damning those with
whom he disagreed. In this area,
Sulayman has been the most exem-
plary person | haveknownin hisabil-
ity to balance an intense commitment
to the purest elements of Islam with
ageneral tolerance of other Muslims.

Although heremainsintherela
tively early stages of Islamic knowl-
edge, his personal qualities— faith,
patience, piety, kindness— are like
those that | have witnessed among
themost learnedinreligion.

Last Spring, at age 25, | once
again went to my 19-year-old
younger cousin for his trustworthy
and thoughtful advice about another
group of Muslims — the Taliban.
With doubts about the validity of
Western propaganda against the
Taliban, and redlizing that Sulayman’s
experiencein Pakistan may givehim
more direct knowledge, | asked what
he thought of the movement. He ex-
plained that his view of the Taliban
was built on consistently positive
impressionsfrom aseriesof personal
interactions.

He wrote that there are “many
things I’ ve seen in the Taliban that
have led me to believe that they are
indeed what they claim to be — the
one and only purely Islamic statein
theworld.”

Sulayman approached the
Tdibanlikehediddl Mudims— with
tolerance, positive expectations, and
the best of manners. Far from being
naive and foolish, Sulayman
practiced the often difficult and com-
monly overlooked etiquette of ap-
proaching other Muslims without
suspicion. Like any self-respecting
Muslim, Sulayman was attracted to
the Taliban rhetoric of rule by the
Qur’an and Sunnah alone. If the
Taliban were insincere in pursuing
their stated goals, Sulayman cannot
be held responsible.

Sulayman'’s parents assert that he
was always a pacifist. Indeed,
Sulayman remains a pacifist. The
Qur'an clearly states that Muslims
must stand up and fight for a just
cause, evenif their hearts are averse
towar. That isexactly what Sulayman
did. Newsweek reported that
Sulayman first went to fight in Kash-
mir. While Muslimsin America, in-
cluding myself, are content with mak-
ing du‘afor the oppressed, Sulayman
risked hislifefor people he had never
met, and only for the sake of Allah.

John Walker Is My Cousin By Blood,

Similarly, if Sulayman engagedin
any fighting against a band of rap-
ists and thugs neatly dubbed the
Northern Alliance, he maintained a
pattern of behavior consistent with
any standard of heroism. Moreover,
even if Sulayman’s good intentions
werewrongly manipulated during his
journey in Afghanistan, he entered
the country long before the current
conflict, never intended to abandon
his citizenship, and never actively
fought against the U.S.

Sulayman’s grandmother, my
aunt, once accused me of “getting
John into this Islam stuff” — false,
but areasonabl e assumption consid-
ering our age difference. Insha-Al-
lah, I would be blessed if | wasat all
responsiblefor hisdevelopment asa
Muslim. Sulayman is achampion of
Idam. Yearsago, when Sulaymanwas
introducing measanew Muslimat a
San Francisco mosqgue, one brother
commented that “thisdeen isthicker
than blood.” Yes, Sulayman is my
cousin, so | will support him out of
family loyalty. But as Sulayman’s
brothers and sisters in Islam, Mus-
limsmust work to defend him against
an unjust and irrational prosecution,
because he is one of our best.

Source: http: //mww.readmirror.conv
wa/dec19401801.htm
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Around theWorld

By Faisal Kutty

The tragic events of the fateful
morning on September 11th are be-
ing exploited by many to advance
their own agendas. The Chinese gov-
ernment is no exception, according
to recent reports put out by Amnesty
International and Human Rights
Watch. The situation was bad
enough before September 11th.

For the past few years, the Chi-
nese government has systematically
suppressed and persecuted the Mus-
limsof theformer East Turkestan or
Uighuristan, misleadingly renamed
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Re-
gion (XUAR) by its Chinese
conquerors. Despite the word “au-
tonomous’ inthe name, al major po-
litical decisonsare madefrom Beijing
by ethnic Chinese. Xinjiang is Chi-
na'slargest province covering an area
of approximately 1.6 million square
kilometres.

Executions, torture, arbitrary de-
tention, unfair political trialsand de-
struction of property wereamong the
offences catalogued in a92-page re-
port released in 1998 by Amnesty
International. Most of the findings
are corroborated by other human
rights groups, including Human
RightsWatchaswell asthe U.S. State
Department.

No doubt, what has been uncov-
eredisonly part of the story. Indeed,
Amnesty noted in the 1998 report
that it was just the “tip of the ice-
berg,” given the restrictions on in-
formation and access. At the time |
shuddered to think of the true state
of affairs.

Inthewake of the attackson New
York and Washington, the Chinese

Muslims Iin China:

Ethnic Cleansing in the

authoritieshave now found new jus-
tification in its own war against
“terrorists.” “China’s support of the
[American] war against terrorismwill
beapretext for gaining international
support — or at least silence — for
its crackdown on ethnic Uighursin
the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous
Region,” states a report released in
October 2001 by Human Rights
Watch.

Chinese authorities have conven-
iently “discov-
ered” a Uighur
East Tujue net-
work which is
linked to the
Taliban and
other terrorist
cells. Therheto-
ric has intensi-
fied in the last
few weekswith
Foreign Minis-
try spokesman
Zhu Bangzhao
alleging that
there was proof
linking Uighur
agitators with
“the Bin Laden
clique.” Many
observers, in-
cluding human
rights groups,
dispute this
clam. Most of
the separatists are overwhelmingly
pan-Turkic and have advocated
peaceful means. Infact, eventhels
lamic groups such as the “Party of
Allah” or the“Islamic Uighur Party”
do not claim any con-
nection with any pan-
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Population: 1.2 billion (mainland)

Manchu, and Uighur minorities

dialect), and Cantonese

Government: Communist Republic
Head of State: Jiang Zemin

Official Name: People’s Republic of China
Area: 9,596,960 square kilometres (mainland)

Capital City: Beijing (population: 12.6 million)
People: Han Chinese (93%), plus Mongol, Zhuang,

Languages: Putonghua (Beijing Mandarin
Religion: Officially atheist; Confucianism,

Buddhism, Taoism (no statistics available);
Muslim (14 million), and Christian (7 million)

Islamic network.
“Thereisno evidence
that they are inspired
by the strict form of
Islam that character-
izes the Taliban,”
notes Human Rights
Watch. “Whether
secular or religious,
the pro-independ-
ence groups in
Xinjiang are over-
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whelmingly ethno-nationalist move-
ments, that is, articulated along eth-
niclines, not religiousones. Thereis
no significant cooperation among
Xinjiang's different Muslim ethnic
groupsof Kazakhs, Mongals, Tgjiks,
and Uighurs.” Moreover, many ob-
servers have pointed out that the
Uighurs are ethnically closer to the
Turkic Muslims (the Northern Alli-
ance) of Afghanistan than the
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Pashtuns who dominated the
Taliban.

The Uighur’swere not always at
themercy of Chinesemasters. Infact,
like the Afghan tribesman who
fought off repeated colonization at-
tempts, the hardy Turkic Muslims
fended off anumber of unsuccessful
invasions by the Chinese. But in
1759, the Manchu dynasty was vic-
torious in taking this vast territory
that comprises about 17 percent of
modern day China. They were even-
tually forced out by a major revolt
and the region wasindependent once
againfor ashort period. However, as
in too many placesin the world, our
British friends could not resist facili-
tating the Manchu dynasty’s
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reconquering of theterritory in 1876.
Interestingly, the area was renamed
Xinjiang, or “New Frontier” in Man-
darin by the foreign invaders.

Out of the ashes of the Japan-
China war in the mid-1900’s, once
again a Muslim republic of East
Turkestan came into being in the
northern part of theterritory. But this
was short lived, as Mao Tse Tung
forcefully consolidated his control
over the entire region after his 1949
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victory. However Chinawould have
usbelievethat the morerecent name
of XUAR, with themisleading quali-
fier “autonomous,” was chosen to
take into consideration the special
cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and reli-
gious character of the territory. Un-
fortunately, rather than extending true
autonomy or even tolerating the
Uighur culture, the government came
downwithanironfist.

Flagrant disregard and abuse of
the Uighursforced someto resort to
resistance and confrontation. The
situation hasworsened over the past
few years as a growing number of
Uighurs, encouraged by develop-
ments in Western Turkistan —
namely theindependent republics of

Kirghizistan, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikstan and
Turkmenistan — have increasingly
called for independence. Their calls
for the right to self-determination
haveelicited brutal force and repres-
sionfrom Chineseauthorities. Wide-
spread arbitrary arrests, closure of
mosques and Islamic schools, and a
crackdown on Islamic gatherings
haveintensified recently.

Human Rights Watch and Am-
nesty report that thousands have
been jailed and hundreds executed
over the last few years. In fact, ac-
cording to one report published by
The Times of London, Islamic activ-
ists are forced to drink alcohol be-
foretheir execution, asafina insult.

The Uighurs appear not to be
safeeven outsidetheterritory. Infact,
Human Rights Watch also reported
that in March 1998, more than 30
Muslim restaurants were destroyed
by authoritiesin aBeijing areaknown
as“ Xinjiang Village,” and morethan
1,000 Muslimswere made homel ess.
| could go on catal oguing the atroci-
ties, but suffice to say that another
round of ethnic cleansing — albeit
silent and subtle — istaking place.

Asidefrom perpetrating flagrant
violations of human rights, the Chi-
nese have also instituted a system-
atic and discriminatory program to
changethe demographicsin XUAR.
Sincethe 1950'sthe central authori-
ties have worked to change the eth-
nic mix of the region. According to
Paul George, who wrote a commen-
tary onthe situation for Canada’s spy
agency, the Canadian Security Intel-
ligence Service (CSIS), China'sone-
child family planning policy doesnot
apply to any ethnic Han couplerelo-
cating to East Turkistan. Not surpris-
ingly, such incentives have altered
the demographic mix significantly.
The population estimatesfor the ter-
ritory rangefrom 18 million to 40 mil-
lion. The Muslim population of East
Turkistanin 1949 waswel | above90%
— about 78% Uighurs— and ethnic
Chinese (Han) composed only about
6%. According to the Chinese Cen-
sus figures released in November

Continued on page 9
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Muslims in China: Ethnic
Cleansing in the Making

Continued from page 8

2001, the Chinese now make up
about 40% thanksto the state policy
of ethnic dilution. In fact, the U.S.
State Department in its 1998 China
human rights report, states that ac-
cording to some estimates, the mi-
gration of ethnic Hanin “recent dec-
ades has caused the Han-Uighur ra-
tio in the capital of Urumgi to shift
from 20-to-80t0 80-t0-20.” Thedilu-
tion policy started by Mao appears
to be continuing unabated as the
most recent Census figures also re-
veal that the Han (Chinese) popula-
tion grew by 32%inthe 1990's, com-
pared to a growth of only 16% for
the non-Chinese.

The Han have also gained con-
trol over the economic and political
landscape. This has been achieved
by banning the Uighur language and
extending preferential treatment in
employment, education, health care,
and other services to the growing
Han community. The new economic
infusion into the area, to boost
proven ail reservesto 3.3 hilliontons,
will not help the unemployment situ-
ation of Muslims. “Uighursaresim-
ply not hired by Chinesefirms,” says
Georgetown University Chinaexpert
Dr. James Millward. “At job fairs,
‘Uighurs need not apply’ signs are
standard.” Those locals without any
facility for the Chinese language are
totally out of the loop.

Because of the centrality of Is-
lam in the Uighur culture, the gov-
ernment has al so focused on remov-
ing any symbols of Islam. Islamic
schools and mosques which were

fore, the territory serves quite well
as a buffer zone against external
threats. In the recent past, it was the
threat from the Soviet Union being
guarded against, but even after the
break-up of the Soviet empire, there-
gion continues to be home to one of
thelargest, if not the largest, contin-
gent of Chinese military personnel
and equipment. In

This has been a prime focus of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
which is composed of the foregoing
Muslim nationsaswell as Chinaand
Russia. Shamefully, under the guise
of thisagreement and in clear viola-
tion of the U.N. Convention on Refu-
gees, Kazakhstan hasforcibly repat-
riated Uighurs, and the others have

joined in the persecu-

fact, most of the
country’s nuclear
ballistic missiles
are housed in
Xinjiang. And ac-
cording to the
CSIS study, the
region isvita to-
day in the moni-
toring of “poten-
tially turbulent
economic and po-
litical develop-
mentsin the Cen-
tral Asian repub-
lics”
Asidefromits
geopolitical significance, the prov-
ince's vast reserve of natural re-
sources, including lead, zinc, gold,
uranium, coal, and oil also explains
China swillingnessto use any means
to keep Xinjiang under total Chinese
control. Some estimates placetheoil
and gasreserves at 2.44 billion tons
in the Tarim Basin. Attempts to ac-
cess these reserves have been un-
successful to date. But even if the
reserves are exaggerated or non-ex-
istent, theterritory isstill vital in pro-
viding access to the massive oil de-

only opened dur- positsin Central Asia.

ing the adminis- - Indeed, the oil needed
tration of Deng Islamic to lubricate the Chinese
Xiao Pir_19, are activists are economic me_\chinc_ary may
once again seri- forced to have to be piped in from

ously restricted.
Religious activ-
ity has been cur-

tailed and only .

material andper- ~ €Xecution, as
sonnel approved 5 fing| insult
by the Chinese

authorities are
permitted. Morerecently, studentsat
state schoolsand universitiesarefor-
mally forbidden to pray, keep fast
during Ramadan, and even posses-
sion of aQur’an isaserious offence
according to Human Rights Watch.

Why is China carrying out this
program of slow and silent “ethnic
cleansing?’ It appears to be driven
by both strategic military and eco-
nomic reasons. Probably most impor-
tant is the fact that XUAR shares
borders with Mongolia, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kirghizistan, Tajikistan,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. There-

drink alcohol
before their

the republics through
Xinjiang.

China has thus far
downplayed the situation
in Xinjiang, labeling it an
internal problem of curtail-
ing “terrorists,” “extrem-
ists,” and “splittists.” Itis
time for the world to send
afact-finding missionto Xinjiang to
assessthe situation beforeit getsany
worse. TheMuslimworld, which has
provided open markets and an end-
less supply of ail, isin agreat posi-
tion to speak out on behalf of the
Uighur Muslims. Unfortunately,
rather than showing solidarity with
their Turkic and Muslim brethren, a
number of them, namely, Kazakhstan,
Kirghizistan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, have entered into an
agreement with Chinato combat so-
called “Islamic Fundamentalism.”

Students at state
schools and
universities are
formally forbidden
to pray, keep fast
during Ramadan
and, even
possession of
a Quranis a
serious offence

tion. Even Pakistan,
for its own selfish
geopolitical reasons
(read military and nu-
clear reasons), has
contributed to the
subjugation of the
Uighurs. Over thelast
few years, Pakistan
has repatriated
Uighur students and
closed Uighur guest-
houses in Islamabad.

Whiletheworldis
totally focused on
America swar onter-
rorism and other more
fashionable hot spots, it isimportant
not to forget the plight of Chinese
Muslims and to be cognizant of the
fact that the criminals sitting in
Beijing are watching closely for the
right opportunity to wipe out the
Uighur thorn. The situation in
Xinjiang is one that needs to be
placed on the international agenda
immediately, before thereis nothing
left to save.

And now the events of Septem-
ber 11th make it imperative that the
plight of Chinese Muslims be high-
lighted. “The Chinese authoritiesdo
not distinguish between *terrorism’
and ‘separatism’” Amnesty Interna-
tional said. “ Separatism in fact cov-
ers a broad range of activities, most
of which amount to no more than
peaceful opposition or dissent.
Preaching or teaching Islam outside
government controlsis also consid-
ered subversive.”

Therefore it ismore crucial then
ever that theinternational community
take a more hard-line approach for
selfish reasons, if not out of any
moral or humanitarian conviction. Ul-
timately, the repression will only
force a largely peaceful opposition

2002 Forecast for Asia:

Bloodshed

HONG KONG: With India and
Pakistan at a flashpoint, Afghani-
stan’s future uncertain, and many
national insurgencies festering, the
grim forecast by analystsfor Asiain
2002 is more bloodshed and death.
Although regional experts believe
conflict isnot necessarily ontherise
in Asia, decades-old points of ten-
sionwill next year inevitably lead to
arepeat of the thousands of violent
deathsthat occurred in 2001.

“If you start looking at conflicts
throughout the region, you see an
inability of countriesto resolve ten-
sions that lead to these conflicts,”
the Asia Pacific editor of the re-
spected Jane's Defence Weekly,
Robert Karniol, told AFP. “Essen-
tially al of these conflicts date back
avery longtime.”

Karniol pointed to the menacing
build-up of Pakistan and Indian
troops along their border and in the
disputed Himalayan state of Kash-
mir asan example of unresolved ten-
sionsleading to conflict. The nuclear
rivals have fought two wars over
Kashmir sincethey gained independ-
encefromBritainin 1947. Karniol said
the latest crisis stemmed from the
same issues as those that sparked
the previous conflicts.

“Thisisthe most recent flare up
in50yearsof tension ... and theonly
thing we can say with any degree of
certainty is they haven't addressed
the core issues.” Meanwhile the
Muslim separatist drive in Kashmir,
which Indiaaccuses Pakistan of back-
ing, continues to exact a grisly toll.
According to official Indianfigures,
separatist-related violence in Kash-
mir claimed 3,4401ivesin 2001, includ-
ing 2,017 militants, 927 civilians, and
496 security personnel.

TheUS-led military actioninside

to Chinese persecution to escalate
into uncontrollable violent opposi-
tion which will also drag in the rest
of the world. We need no better ex-
amplethan the current global war on
terrorism.

Faisal Kutty isa Toronto-based law-
yer and writer.

and Death

nearby Afghanistan during 2001 has
also thrown up many potential re-
gional security pitfallsfor 2002, de-
spite the early promise of the war-
ravaged nation’s new government,
according to Karniol. “The conse-
quences of America’s actions are
very unpredictable for Afghanistan,
for Pekistan, and for Central Asia,”
Karniol said.

Hong Kong-based regional ana-
lyst Lau SiuKai agreed, warning Pa-
kistan, which had previously sup-
ported the Taliban regime and now
has a potentially unfriendly govern-
ment on its western border in Af-
ghanistan aswell asIndiato the east.
“Right now Pakistanisfacing hostil-
ity on both sides of its boundaries
soitisunder alot of pressure,” said
Lau, theHong Kong Ingtitute of Asia
Pacific Studies’ associate director.

Elsewherein Asia, expertspredict
thousands of people will die in on-
going national crisesinamanner lit-
tledifferent from 2001 and previous
years. In Sri Lanka, an average of
2,000 people have been killed each
year since the Tamil Tigers began
their push for an independent home-
landintheisland’snortheast in 1972.

And although Sri Lanka's new
prime minister, Ranil Wickreme
singhe, is pushing for peace, with his
government and the Tigers in the
midst of their first bilateral truce in
six years, Karniol isnot optimistic.

“In the past, the Tamil Tigers
have used peace negotiations and
ceasefires as an excuse to regroup
and reinforce and have come back
even stronger,” he warned. In Indo-
nesia, 2001 was another bloody year
with human rights monitors estimat-
ing 1,700 peoplewerekilledinagov-
ernment crackdown on separatist
guerrillas in the resource-rich prov-
ince of Aceh.

Indigenous Dayak tribes slaugh-
tered about 500 Madurese migrants
in the jungles of Borneo in March.
And in the far eastern province of
Irian Jaya, theleader of theindepend-
ence movement, Theys Eluay, was
among more than 50 peoplekilled as
the government beefed up security
forces.

Continued on pagell
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Harsh Words

| ran into a stranger as he passed by.

“Oh excuse me please” was my reply.

He said, “Please excuse me too;

| wasn't watching for you.”

We were very polite, this stranger and I.
We went on our way and we said good-bye.

But at home adifferent story istold,

How we treat our loved ones, young and old.
L ater that day, cooking the evening meal,
My son stood beside me very still.

When | turned, | nearly knocked him down.
“Move out of the way,” | said with a frown.
He walked away, hislittle heart broken.

| didn’t realize how harshly I’ d spoken.
Whilel lay awake in bed,

God'sstill small voice came to me and said;

“While dealing with astranger, common courtesy you use,
But the children you love, you seem to abuse.

Go look onthekitchen floor,

You'll find some flowers there by the door.

“Those are the flowers he brought for you.

He picked them himsdlf; pink yellow and blue.

He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise,

And you never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.”

By thistime, | felt very small,

And now my tears began to fall.

| quietly went and knelt by his bed;

“Wake up, little one, wake up,” | said.

“Are these the flowers you picked for me?’
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree.”

“] picked ‘em because they’ re pretty like you.
I'knew you'd like ‘em, especially the blue.”

| said, “ Son, I’m very sorry for the way | acted today;
| shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.”

He said, “Oh, Mom, that’s okay.

| love you anyway.

| said, “Son, | loveyou too,

And | do likethe flowers, especialy the blue.”

Are you aware that if we died tomorrow, the company that we
are working for could easily replace us in a matter of days.
But the family we left behind will feel the loss for the rest of
their lives. And come to think of it, we pour ourselves more
into work than to our own family, an unwise investment
indeed, don't you think so? So what is behind the story?

Do you know what the word: FAMILY means?

FAMILY = (F)ATHER (A)ND (M)OTHER,
() (LYOVE (Y)OU
Submitted by Sally
Author unknown

2002 Forecast for Asia

Continued from page 9

In the Philippines, the centuries-
old battle between the national gov-
ernment and Muslims seeking anin-
dependent homeland in the south
claimed hundreds of lives. A resur-
gent communist movement also
caused deaths. And in Nepal, more
than 500 peoplewerekilled asMao-
ist rebels stepped up afive-year re-
bellion to overthrow the monarchy.

Other armed insurgents commit-
ted to their bloody path include at
least 30 rebel groupsin India snorth-
eastern states, whose demands
range from secession to greater au-
tonomy and theright to self-determi-
nation. Morethan 75,000 people have
lost their lives to insurgency in the
northeast since India’'s independ-
ence from Britain 54 years ago.

In neighbouring Myanmar, the
battle between ethnic Karen rebels
and the military junta has led to as
many as 300,000 people being inter-
nally displaced and countless oth-
erskilled. Asidefrom national insur-

gencies, magjor regional tensions are
poised, as aways to become inter-
national flash points, analysts say.
Karniol rates the tensions be-
tween China and Taiwan, the two
Koreas, and Indiaand Pakistan asthe
three with the most potential to flare
into major conflicts. China regards
Taiwan asarenegade province await-
ing reunification after they split in
1949 at the end of acivil war, while
thetwo Koreas have beentechnically
at war for morethan 50 years.
However, Lau believes most
countriesare becoming increasingly
pragmatic and will not instigate a
conflict with rivalsbecauseit would
hurt theeconomy. “ For example even
though there's a conflict between
Chinaand Taiwan, both sidesare ex-
ercising agreat deal of restraint. All
countries in this part of the world
have too much at stake to wage war
against each other,” Lau said.

Source: Jang, Pakistan

Islamophobia
Continued from page 2

ment is receiving much greater cov-
erage by themediain the Arab world.
Our leaders should be working to
assuage the legitimate concerns of
our Muslim allies around the world
that people who practice Islam in
America are being targets of hate
crimes, that Muslims and Arabs are
being detained and questionedin the
United States without the benefit of
due process and that charitieswhich
have been accused of nothing more
than providing food and sustenance
to suffering women and children in
Palestine are being shut downwhole-
sale by executive order. Instead, we
get Representative Chambliss with
hisinexcusable, divisiverhetoric—
and heisone of the peopleinvolved
in setting the anti-terrorism agenda.

Speaker Dennis Hastert should
immediately remove Chamblissfrom
theimportant post on the Task Force.
Anything short of his removal will
render future actions by the Task
Forcecompletely illegitimateand will
provide additional fodder to the many
people around theworld who feel that
innocent Muslims in America are
being treated in an entirely unfair

manner in the land of the free.

James O. Hacking 11l is an American
Muslim attorney in Webster Groves, Mis-
souri, and a columnist with the Independ-
ent Writers Syndicate.

A Wave of
Conversion
in the USA

Continued from page 3

the next few years, ISlam will spread
in America and in the entire world,
Allahwilling, much morequickly than
it has spread in the past, because the
entire world is asking, ‘What is Is-
lam?”

Fatihi’s reports of American
Christians crying upon hearing
Qur’anic verses have a historical
context. This type of narrative is
about part of the ethos of Islamic
proselytizing. It comes from the tra-
dition of the Prophet Muhammad's
(pbuh) invitation to the Christian
community of Ngjran, located inwhat
is today North Yemen, to visit the
mosque. When the Christians of
Najran were exposed to the verses of
the Qur’an, the tradition says they
burst into tears and converted to |s-
lam.

The phenomenon of sincere
Christians shedding tears as they
recognize the truth and beauty of Is-
lamismentionedintheQur’an: “ And
you will find the nearest of themin
affection to the believers who say,
‘“Weare Christians.” That isbecause
among them are priests and monks
and because they are not arrogant.
And when they hear what has been
revealed to the Messenger, you see
their eyesoverflowing with tearsbe-
cause of what they have recognized
of thetruth. They say, ‘Our Lord, we
have believed, so register us among
thewitnesses” (5:82-83).

Fatihi also published anarticlein
theLondon daily Al-Hayat: “... There
are initial signs that the intensive
campaign of education about |slam
hasbegun to bear fruit. For example,
the rate of converts to Islam since
September 11 has doubled. Thereis
solidarity with the Muslims on the
part of many non-Muslimsin Ameri-
canuniversities. For example, dozens
of non-Mudlim American women stu-
dents at Wayne University have put
onveilsasasymbol of identification
with the Muslim women students at
the university and at the other uni-
versitiesof America.

Media
Reading List
for 2001

The Canadian Islamic Congress
(CIC) suggests some of its top
choices of recent publications deal-
ing with the media. These titles are
“must” reading for all who care about
the media’s role in our democracy.
Enjoy.

1 Anti-Islam in the Canadian
Media* by CIC, September 1998, e-
mail: cic@cicnow.com

2 Anti-lIslam in the Canadian
Media* by CIC, September 1999, e-
mail: cic@cicnow.com

3. Anti-Islam in the Canadian
Media* by CIC, September 2000, e-
mail: cic@cicnow.com

4. Anti-lslam in the Canadian
Media* by CIC, September 2001, e-
mail: cic@cicnow.com

5. Canadian Media Coverage of
the Palestinian-1sraeli Conflict** by
CIC, December 2000, e-mail:
cic@cicnow.com

6. Canadian MediaCoverage of
the Palestinian-1sraeli Conflict** by
CIC (to be published in September
2001) e-mail: cic@cicnow.com

7. RichMedia, Poor Democracy:
Communication Politicsin Dubious
Times by Robert W. McChesney,
University of IllinoisPress, 1999.

8 Yesterday’'s News: Why
Canada sDaily Newspapersare Fail-
ing Us by John Miller, Fernwood
Publishing, Halifax, 1998.

9. Idamic Peril: Mediaand Glo-
ba Violenceby KarimH. Karim, Black
Rose Books, 2000.

10. The Media Monopoly (5th
edition) by Ben H. Bagdikian, Bea-
con Press, Boston, 1997.

11. Arab and Muslim Stereotyp-
ing in American Popular Culture by
Jack G. Shaheen, Occasional Papers
Series, 1997.

12. Sustaining Democracy? Jour-
nalism and the Politics of Objectivity
by Robert A. Hackett and Yuezhi
Zhao, Garamond Press, Toronto,
1998.

13. JournalismintheNew Millen-
nium, edited by Donna Logan, Sing
Tao School of Journalism, 1998.

* Anannual case study and con-
tent ranking of The Toronto Sar, The
Globe and Mail, National Post, To-
ronto Sun, Ottawa Citizen,
Montréal Gazette, La Presse,
Maclean’s, Reader’s Digest, and
CBC-TV English-language news
Services.

** A specia case study and Is-
lamic content ranking of The Toronto
Sar, The Globe and Mail, and Na-
tional Post.

“One of the most important top-
ics[inan NPR broadcast] wasanin-
terview with several young women
at American universities who re-
centl
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Newsroom

US offers $10m for
clues to Mulla

Omar, Osama

PESHAWAR: Finally, the United
States government has announced
tenmillion dollarsbounty for provid-
ing credible information leading to
the whereabouts of Taliban supreme
leader, MullaMuhammad Omar and
top leaders of the ousted students
militia and al-Qaeda network, re-
ported The DailyJang.

Muslims Blast
CNN’s J.Lo Blow

Muslimsare seething at CNN and
MTV after the cable-TV giants
teamed up to surprise sheltered Af-
ghan kidswith sexy, skin-baring pho-
tos of Jennifer Lopez (J.Lo) and get
their reactions on camera.

Jason Bellini whipped out an
American teen magazine featuring
J.Lo, showed it to traditionally
dressed Afghan teens and asked:
“What do you think?’

Disgusted Muslim leaders said
the interviews, produced and edited
by MTV and aired on CNN’s
Newsnight with Aaron Brown, were
disrespectful. “You have to know
what thelimitsare. That'swhy | think
that all journalists should take
coursesinlslam—Islam 101.”

A CNN spokeswoman said the
newsman, formerly at MTV, had used
the magazinewith JLo'simageasa
prop to quiz the kids about their
knowledge of American pop stars. “ It
was not Jason’s intention to be dis-

Women’s Islamic
University in
Islamabad:
Admission Open
for Overseas

Muslims

Alhamdulillah, by the grace of
Allah, a new non-profit private uni-
versity dedicated for women's edu-
cation has started the admission proc-
essfor it'sfirst academic year start-
ingin Fall 2002. It will haveresidence
facilities for out-of-town students.

The intent is to manage it at in-
ternational standards. Insha-Allah, it
will open an alternate option for
young overseas Pakistani women for
degree programs — besides serving
the Pakistani nation. Many of the
board membersare US expats. Please
contact the University (web, e-mail,
phone) if you need moreinformation.

All development funding for the
University isfrom private donations.
Limited scholarships for deserving
candidateswill also beavailable. For
further information, contact:

Women'slslamic University

Street 5, Faiz Ahmed Faiz Road

H-8/2, 1damabad-44000, Pakistan

Website: wiu.edu.pk

E-Mail: info@wiu.edu.pk

respectful. CNN prides itself on its
commitment to treat all cultureswith
respect,” she insisted in a prepared
Statement.

For full article pleaseread: http://
www.pagesi x.com/cel ebritynews/
7528 htm
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For Sale * For Sale * For Sale * For Sale * For Sale
Hewlett Packard Deskjet 1220C
Coloured Printer for sale
Professional series 1200x1200 dpi
Can print 4x6" card to 13x19" poster

Excellent quality, Barely used
4 year extended Future Shop warranty
valid until July 2005

bought for $937, will sell for $700 or best offer.
Call 905-673-2181

®* For Sale * For Sale * For Sale * For Sale * For Sale
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Afghanistan
Needs Your Help
— Now!

Canadian Relief Foundation
(CRF) reportsthat 600 metric tons of
wheat is being distributed to 4,000
familiesin Paktiaprovince asthe se-
curity situationisnow improving for
distribution to take place.

CRF will start a survey on De-
cember 31, 2001 and begin distribu-
tionto 10,000 familiesin Kabul whose
origins are from the Hazara tribe.
Fourteen male and fourteen female
CRF gteff arein-

The First Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

volved in this
survey and dis-
tribution
project.

B ot h
projects are
funded by the
United Nations
WFP (World
Food Program).

In another
significant de-
velopment, CRF
has signed an
agreement with
a local Afghan
women's NGO
called Afghan
Women’s Aid
(AWA). AWA
has become
CRF'spartnerin
implementing
projects for
women and chil-
drenin Afghani-
stan. Their role
is to help boost
women'smorae
and to encour-
age more
womentotakea
greater role in
helping rebuild
their country.

We encour-
age our donors
to help AWA's
cause by donat-
ing through
CRF as they
need funds for
administration
and running
their office in

Kabul.
CRF is
deeply grateful

for the continu-
ing support of
our donors.

CRF is an
apoalitical, non-
denominational
Brantford-
Canada based
relief agency es-
tablishedin De-
cember, 1999. It
is a partner
agency with the
United Nations
World Food
Programme. For
more informa-
tion, pleasevisit
http://www.
canadianrdlief.cal

Send your
donations to:
150 Brant Ave.,
Brantford, ON
N3T 3H7.

Voice of a destitute

and paraplegic person.

Please help J. Igbal, a legal Canadian
entrant on a Mininster's permit who became
paraplegic in a car accident. By the Grace of
God he survived after long hospitalization.
The insurance company has exhaused all the
specified fund on his treatment.

Now he totally depends on the community
for help. He does not have any access to
the OHIP or assistance until 2003.

Please generously spare even a dollar for
him. May God help you, bless you and reward
you in this world and in the Hereafter.

Please make cheque payable to:

Javed Igbal

You may send it directly to his bank
account no. 3140340, transit no.

900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147 16042-004, TD Bank, 948 St. Clair
Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6  Ave. W., Toronto, Ont. M6C 1C8
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The Blessed Days of
Dhul-Hijjah

Continued from page 1

saying: “ What are these people
seeking?” (Muslim).

TheDay of al-*Ad-haa

Thetenth of Dhul-Hijjahis'Eid-
ul-Adhaa or the day of an-Nahr
(dlaughtering). It marks the conclu-
sion of the major rites of Hajj, and
commemoratesAllah’sbounty onHis
Messenger Ibrahim (Abraham), when
Hegave himaramto sacrificeasran-
som for hisson Isma edl (or Ishmael)
(pbuh).

“Theday of al-Fitr, theday of an-
Nahr, and the days of Tashreeq are
‘Eid days for us Muslims. They are
days of eating and drinking”
(Ahmad, an-Nasaa' ee, Saheeh-ul-
Joami* #8192).

TheThreeDaysFollowing‘Eid
ul-*Ad-haa (Tashreeq)

Onthesedays, the pilgrims com-
plete their rites, Muslims continue
with their ‘Eid celebrations, and are
prohibited to fast. “The days of
Tashreeq are days of eating, drink-
ing, and mentioning Allah” (Mus-
lim).

TheSacrifice

Allah mentioned the sacrificeto-
gether with the first and foremost
worshipinldam: prayer. Thisisaclear
indication of its great importance.
Thus He ordered His Messenger
(pbuh) to offer sacrifices by saying:
“Pray unto your Lord and slaugh-
ter [your sacrifice]” (Qur’an 109:2).

The Last
Pilgrimage of
The Prophet

Continued from page 1

charged his trust and counseled
the Ummah.

7 Order to take rituals of Hajj
and other rituals from the Prophet’s
sayings, actions, and tacit agree-
ments.

g Subtle indication that the
Prophet’sfarewell would soon come.

9 Warning against fighting and
killingamong Muslims, whichisdis-
belief in action, although does not
take one out of the fold of 1slam, as
in his saying: “Cursing aMuslim is
fusooq, and fighting him is kufr”
(Agreed upon).

Source: Isslam.com

Ruling

The general consensus of the
Muslim scholarsisthat the sacrifice
is an important Sunnah, and a wor-
ship caled for in the Law of Allah.
However, they differ asto whether it
is Nafl (voluntary) or Waajib (man-
datory) for those who can afford it.
Some scholars have explained the
different Ahaadeeth on the subject
by stating that the sacrificeisobliga-
tory on those who can afford it and
not obligatory on those who cannot.

Abu Hurayrah (ra) reported that
the Messenger (pbuh) said, “ Hewho
has the capacity, and does not sac-
rifice, may not approach our
musallaa (place of prayer) on the
‘Eid” (Ibn Magjah, Ahmad, and oth-
ers).

Regarding this Hadeeth, Imaam
ash-Shaukaanee said: “Prohibiting
the one who could afford to sacri-
fice, but did not do so, from ap-
proaching the Musallaindicates that
he must have left off a Wagjib, as it
becomes useless to offer the [ Eid]
Salaah (which is Nafl or voluntary)
without this Waajib [obligation]”
(Nayl ul-Awtaar).

Avoid CuttingHair or Nails

The one who plans to sacrifice
(normally, the head of household) is
prohibited to cut hishair or nailsfrom
thefirst of Dhul-Hijjah until he offers
the sacrifice. “For the onewho hasa
slaughtering to perform (on) ‘Eid
then, once the Hilaal (crescent) of
Dhul-Hijjahis observed, let him not
cut any of his hair or nails until he
sacrifices.” Andinanother narration:
“Oncetheten daysstart, for those of
you who have the intention to sacri-
fice, let themnot cut any of their hair
or nails (until they sacrifice)” (Mus-
lim). This prohibition isthe opinion
of the mgjority of the scholars of the
early generations of Muslims.

Our last call isthat al praise are
to Allah and may His blessings be
upon Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

Source: Islaam.com

All articles in The Ambition
are well researched.
Being human, we may
overlook something.

If this happens,
please call us and
correct our mistakes.

Canada
USA and Overseas
Subscription: $

Donation: $
| pledge to donate $

Name:

The Ambition
Subscription Rates

Individual: $15.00 Institution: $25.00

$20.00

per month starting

Please include your cheque, payable to The Ambition

$30.00

Date
Renewal :

Address :

Postal Code:

Mail to : The Ambition
7224 Harwick Drive

Tel:

Mississauga, Ontario, Canada LAT 3A4

A Different ‘Eid

Continued from page 1

attended theevent. These meas-
ures, like othersinstituted at airports,
arenas, and other public venues
throughout the nation after the Sep-
tember 11terrorist attackswereasign
of the changing times and the deep
transformation undertaken by our
country sincethat horribleday. Fur-
thermore, American Muslims had
even more reason to be concerned
about their safety this‘Eid. Inthe af-
termath of September 11, mosqgues,
Islamic centres, and other Muslim
institutions around the country have
been the targets of hate-inspired
crimes including shootings, arson,
and in one case, a car being driven
through the front entrance of a
mosque. Morerecently, the arrest of
two Jewish Defence L eague militants
plotting aterrorist bombing attack on
aLos Angeles area mosque and the
offices of aMuslim advocacy group
and Congressman Darrell Issa (R-
CA) have heightened the American
Muslim community’s concerns about
safety and security.

The traditional sermons follow-
ing the ‘Eid prayers this year were
also different. Usual upbeat talks
were replaced by more sombre, re-
flective sermons. Prayers were said
for the victims of the September 11
terrorist attacks and the loved ones
they left behind. More prayerswere
uttered for thelossof innocent lifein
Afghanistan, Pa estine, Kashmir, and
other hotspots around the world.
Preachers spoke of their concernsfor
the erosion of civil liberties in the
post-September 11 era, which have
hit the American Muslim and Arab-
American communities especially
hard. Over
1,000 indi-
viduals have
been detained
indefinitely,
many without
legal repre-
sentation and
most on minor
visa viola-
tions, with
their futures
unclear. Three
major Ameri-
can Muslim
charitieswere
shut down
during
Ramadan —
Holy Land
Foundation,
Global Relief
Foundation,
and Benevo-
lence Interna-
tional on
vague suspi-
cions of “ter-
rorist” effilia-
tions (which
most believe
unjustified)
but without
our govern-
ment offering
credible evi-
dence of any
criminal
record.

In South-
ernCdlifornia,
Dr. Muzammil
Siddiqui — a
renowned

American Muslim scholar and apar-
ticipant in the National Cathedral
prayer ceremony last September —
made an impassioned pleafor an end
to awidespread smear campaign in
some quarters of the media directed
against American Muslimsand their
faith. Histheme: American Muslims
must speak against those who mis-
represent our faith, whether they are
Muslims who distort the teachings
of Islam or others who seek to un-
fairly tarnish thefaith because of the
actions of afew.

This‘Eid was also differentin a
few positive ways. American Mus-
lims are particularly grateful to our
nation’s Christian community, which
has offered overwhel ming support to
us in these past few months. The
Pope'scall for Catholicsto fast with
Muslims on the last Friday of
Ramadan stood as a powerful exam-
ple of thissolidarity — one not to be
forgotten soon by Muslims world-
wide. Hereat home, many Christians
of differing denominations also
“broke bread” with their Muslim
neighbours by hosting them for the
evening fast-breaking meal of Iftar.

American Muslims are quite ap-
preciative of the support they have
received from our Christian neigh-
bours, and we hope to be able to re-
ciprocate with similar displays of
generosity and kindness in the near
future. Such acts demonstrate that
shared spiritual bonds among adher-
entsof different faiths can transcend
superficial differences and promote
genuineinterfaith harmony. Now, we
can only pray together that the rest
of theworld stumblesupon thissim-

Mike Harding
Must Work With
Muslim Groups

A 46-year-old self-proclaimed
Christian pastor must begin perform-
ing 340 hours of community service
for Muslim organisationsasa result
of an Ontario court decision to up-
hold his convictions for hate-mon-
gering.

The Ontario Court of Appeal
ruled 3-0to dismissMark Harding's
appeal of his 1998 convictions for
willfully promoting hatred against
Muslimsthrough pamphletsand tel-
ephone messages. At his trial,
Harding admitted writing and distrib-
uting two flyersaround Weston Col-
legiate Ingtitutein 1997 that accused
Muslims of practicing a “false reli-
gion” full of violence and hatred, and
warned of Muslimterroristslivingin
Canada.

He aso recorded a phone mes-
sage describing Toronto Muslims as
no different from thosewho “torture,
maim, starve, beat and kill Christians
around the globeinthe name of their
God.” He later said his comments
wereconfined to Muslim fundamen-
talists.

Madam Justice Karen Weiler said
being willfully blind to the effect of
the pamphlets and telephone mes-
sage was virtually the same as wil-
fully promoting hatred.

ple but powerful formulafor peace.

Riad Z. Abdelkarim, MD, is Western
Region Communications Director for the
Council on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR), the largest American Muslim civil
rights and advocacy organization.
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Let Us Learn Islam,
That is Peace

By Asad Latif

Islam instructs its fol-
lowers to believe in all the
prophets whosoever came
from Prophet Adam to
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh),
such as Noah, Abraham, Mo-
ses, and Jesus (may peace be
upon them). The stories of
Moses and Jesus have been
described more frequently
than that of the last
Prophet Muhammad in the
Qur'an, because Islam is a
peaceful and unifying faith,
and recognizes all prophets
and divine books that came
before the last Prophet.

While it encourages
peaceful co-existence and
interaction between diverse
communities and interfaith
talk, it also instructs its fol-
lowers not to get involved in
quarrels over the differ-
ences in faith, and commands
that an individual is free to
follow his faith, therefore,
no one has right to impose his
will or faith over others as
we are all the creations of
the same Creator.

It is a major responsibil-
ity of all the believers to
practice Islam exactly in
accordance with the Qur'an
— as a role model to non-be-
lievers, so that they may un-
derstand the rules and eth-
ics laid down by the Holy
Book in their true spirit. At
the same time, it is also im-
portant that the acts of any
individual or group (who
might have misconstrued
some notions of this peace-
ful religion) are not mistaken
or mislabelled as Islam. That
implies that we should hon-
estly engage ourselves to
learn in depth the teachings
of Qur'an. Any ignorance in
this matter may confuse us
regarding the teachings of a
religion of more than 1.2 bil-
lion people around the world.
The bottom line is that we
have to question one thing:
Don't we have the same God?
Can different people have
different Gods? When 1
think carefully, 1 feel that
we all have the same God, no
matter what colour, cast,
country or religion we be-
long to. Doesn't that mean
that we should actively help
each other (followers of dif-
ferent faiths) to know Who
that same God is, and what
He expects from us?

Killing innocent people is
not allowed by any religion.
Islam also seriously con-

demns killing innocents. Is-
lamic teachings warn us that
“If you Kill one innocent per-
son, it is like you have killed
the entire humanity.” On
other hand, itis praised that
“If you save the life of an in-
nocent person, it is like you
have saved the whole human-
ity.” Likewise, we may find
many similarities in all the
religions, and we may start
from there. We should also
discuss differences in faith,
and that should only increase
our knowledge and under-
standing about various
faiths, in no way do we get
the license to hate, hurt or
make fun of others and their
faiths.

Let us see if we may fol-
low a faith that may unify
and unite all of us globally
praying to the same God of
all. But prior to that, we have
to keep searching the truth
about that Creator while liv-
ing peacefully and respect-
ing others.

Four Kinds
of Hearts

Submitted by Kashif Shaikh

Amru ibn Murra nar-
rated that Huthaifa ibn
Yamman, God be pleased
with him, said: “There are
four kinds of hearts:

1) A veiled heart, and
that is the heart of an
atheist;

2) A shielded heart,
and that is a heart of a
hypocrite;

3) A naked heart hold-
ing a glowing lamp, and
that is the heart of a be-
liever; and,

4) A heart filled with
both hypocrisy and faith.
The section of faith
therein is like that of a
tree which is watered
with fresh spring water,
and the section of hypoc-
risy is like is like that of
a festering boil filled with
puss and infected blood.
Whichever of the two
abounds and overruns the
other at one time or an-
other, the heart will re-
flect it.”

Source: The Beauty of the
Righteous & Ranks of the Elite;
A Collection of Over 1,000 Rare
Accounts of The Blessed Com-
panions of God’'s Messenger
Muhammad (pbuh). Pearl Publish-
ing House, Copyright 1995: pg.
295, Saying 709.

A page from the
Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

The first year of Hijrah
marked many important
events for the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) and the
Muslims of Madinah. The
Muhajir (migrants from
Makkah) had made the
journey from Makkah to
Madinah and found com-
fort and brotherhood with
the Ansar (helpers of Is-
lam). The Ansars had wel-
comed the Muhajirs with
open arms and opened their
homes to them.

It was in the first year
of Hijrah that Masjid-an-
Nabi was built. Each Muslim
in Madinah, including the
Prophet (pbuh) worked day
and night to build this house
of worship for Allah. The
mosque was home not only
to the Prophet (pbuh), but
also to the Ashab-as-
Suffah — the poor Muslims
who came from far off
places to learn Islam and
had no place to stay.

The peace treaty be-
tween the Jews and Muslims
was also created in the first
year of Hijrah. This treaty
was to create an atmos-
phere of peace and coopera-
tion between the two reli-

gions. Jews and Christians,
like Muslims, are also People
of the Book. However, de-
spite signing a peace treaty,
the Jews believed that they
were special and did not
want to accept the fact that
the Arabs could have a
Prophet (pbuh) and soon
joined forces with the
Kuffar of Makkah to de-
stroy Islam.

It was in the first year of
Hijrah that the Adhan
(prayer call) was first called
as a way of gathering all
Muslims to pray at a set time
in congregation. Prior to
this, there was no way of
praying together in congre-
gation. People used to make
Salah (prayers) in small
groups or individually. Be-
cause of his strong and clear
voice, the Prophet (pbuh)
asked Bilal to call the Adhan,
thus giving him the title of
Mu'adhin — the announcer of
the hours of prayer.

The first year of Hijrah
also witnessed the death of
two people the Prophet
(pbuh) was very close to.
One was Kulthum bint Hidm
— the companion whose
home the Prophet (pbuh) had

The End of the First Year of Hijrah

stayed in while in Quba. The
second was Asad ibn Zurara,
one of the first six Muslims
to be sworn into Islam by
the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) and the first of the
companions to establish
Jumu'‘ah prayers in Madinah.

Up until the first year of
Hijrah, Salah only consisted
of two raka‘at (cycles) but
this was increased from 2 to
4 for the afternoon (Zuhr
and ‘Asr) and night time
(‘Isha) prayers. People who
were traveling were still only
required to do two raka‘at
of Salah.

So the first year of
Hijrah held may events of
significance. The Muhajir
and new Muslims of Madinah
grew stronger in their faith.
Allah had helped them in
their journey and they were
grateful. The Kuffar of
Makkah found another
group of people who wanted
to destroy the Muslims and
made friends with the Jews.
Despite this, the Muslims
remained confident in Allah
and knew that when the time
came, He would protect
them from their enemies.
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a) Jumu‘ah
b) Zuhr
c) Taraweeh

home while in Quba:

a) Bilal

b) Abu Ayyub al-Ansari
c) Kulthum bint Hidm

a) 3
b)¥5
c) 4

congregation

called the

Choose the correct answer:
(Find the answers somewhere else in the paper)

1) Asad ibn Zurara was the first companion to establish
prayers in Madinah

2) The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) stayed at this person’s

3) The number of raka‘at in the afternoon and night time
Salah was changed from 2 to

4) Adhan was established for this reason
a) So people would know what time it was
b) So that people could come together and pray in

c) Because Allah sent down a revelation
5) The poor people who stayed in Masjid-an-Nabi were

a) Ashab-as-Suffah
b) Mujahir
c) Ansar

with the Muslims?

have a Prophet

6) Why did the Jews not want to follow the peace treaty

a) Because they were forced into signing it
b) Because they did not accept that Arabs could

c) Because they wanted to watch TV instead

5,000 copies of The Ambition have been distributed free of charge at
several mosques in and around Metro from as far as Kingston and
Oshawa in the east to Brampton, Burlington, Kitchener, and Hamilton in
the west. You may also pick up your copy at many Muslim grocery stores.
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Muslim I nvestment 101

by Gemma Salamat, crp, cHRP, CEB,
Financial Advisor

A recent survey conducted by
Statistics Canada suggeststhat avast
majority of Canadians may not have
enough funds set aside for a com-
fortableretirement. Thisfindingwas
based on 1999 data and focused on
four million Canadian families in
which the main breadwinner was be-
tween the age of 45 and 64.

So, areyou among thosewho fall
into this group? And what is
enough? Therule of thumb used by
financial planners and actuaries is
that in retirement you need between
60—70% of your incomeimmediately
prior to retirement to maintain an ad-
equate standard of living. Thiswould
of course depend on your income
and expenses at that time.

Retirement income typically
comesfrom three sources— fromthe
government through Canada Pension
Plan (CPP) and Old Age Security
(OAYS), fromyour employer if you are
lucky enough to belong to a com-
pany pension or savings plan and
from your personal savingsand other
investments.

Expendituresfall into broad cat-
egories of housing, food, clothing,
healthcare, transportation, insurance,
children and adult education, recrea-
tion, gifts and charities and taxes.
Retirees’ needsareno different from
those of working people, except that
major expensesfor the homeand au-
tomobiles are proportionately less,
while health care, leisure and recrea-
tion expenses tend to be more.

According to statistics, Canadi-
ans are saving less than ever before.
Andwithlife expectancy increasing,

Can You Afford To

the average Canadian is now ex-
pected to live well into their mid-
eighties suggesting that savings
must last for 20-25 years. Compare
thisto the early 1950'swhen people
generaly lived only afew years after
retirement or worked until the very
end.

The impacts of alonger life are
many and so today’s retirees and
governments have to grapple with
the financial and other realities of
aging. Moreover, with government
cutbacks, retirees cannot count on
government programs to the extent
now available and must plan how to
stretch their funds to last longer and
to preserve purchasing power.

An annual increase of a mere
2.5% isagood measure of increases
inpriceover time. Using thisnumber,
in 25 years your dollar would buy
only half of what you can purchase
today. If this seems hard to believe,
you have only to look at history and
the cost of a postage stamp. Cana-
dian postage 25 years ago in 1976
was 8 cents. Today it costs 47 cents.
So if you live an average lifespan,
you would need an annually increas-
ing pension just to cover the basics.
Additionally, you must factor in the
cost of personal and institutional
long-term care should it become nec-
essary.

Governments too have to care-
fully assess the costs of health care
for the elderly and payment of public
pensions for decades. Increased
spending would mean tax hikes if
balanced budgets and debt reduc-
tion are to be achieved. Thisin turn

would createill will and be counter-
productive in other ways.

So what does this mean for you
and me? It meansthat we cannot rely
totally on government and must save
as much as possible for our golden
years. But to save, your net income
must be more than you spend. And
for many thisis difficult, if not im-
possible, since many of us are new
comers to Canada who must meet
major expendituresfor homes, furni-
ture and automobiles and acquire
“stuff” necessary for comfort and our
sense of feeling good. And all of
these without the cushion of family
who, if they were close, may some-
times lend a helping hand.

Your ultimate Canadian pension
income would depend on many fac-
tors such as how long you have
worked and lived in Canada, did you
belong to a company pension and
savings plan, and how much savings
you accumulate. You should alsofac-
tor in any other investments or busi-
ness ventures.

The table below shows how
much pension a 40-year-old could
expect to receive if retirement is at
age 65. Usethisto project your situ-
ation. It also assumes that the indi-
vidual now earns $50,000 annually,
has no company pension or savings
plan, contributes monthly to a per-
sonal RRSP at the rate of 5% of earn-
ings and that future pay and govern-
ment benefitswould increase by 2%
annually. Finally, it was assumed that
CPP and OA Swould continue based
on existing laws and that the savings
plan would earn a rate of return of

Retire?

[tem ~--~—m—mmmememm e e Year 25
Salary of $50,000 projected to age 65 $32,000
Estimated Annual Contributionto RRSPat 5% ------------- 4,100
RRSP Value at age 65 (assumes 6% annual return) ---------- 166,000
Annual Pension from RRSP Savings 9,900
CPP Pension (projected from current level of $9,300and --
assumes full benefit payable) 15,300
Old Age Pension (projected from current level of $5,200 --

and assumes full benefit payable) 8,600
Total Annual Pension $33,800
Pension as Percentage of Final Pay 1%

6% annually.

The 5% contribution amountsto
annual savings of $2,500 in the first
year or just over $200 amonth. But,
don't forget the refund from the
taxman if you savein an RRSP. As-
suming that your marginal tax rateis
35% your net monthly out-of-pocket
will be$135 (5% of $50,000 multiplied
by 65% divided by 12). hisisno more
than apack of cigarettes each day or
eating out afew times each month.

The question for you is this. If
you were thisindividual would you
be able to survive on 41% of what
you had previously? If not, you bet-

ter have some contingency plans.
Your options would include saving
more, retiring later, liquidating other
investments, selling or downsizing
your home or drastically chopping
expenditures.

You and only you can decide
how much you need. Thefirst thing
for you to do is the number crunch-
ing. Then, if you see a shortfall and
the numbers scare you, you must
establish aplan and take action. Re-
member that waiting isnot an option
because you need the years for your
savingsto accumulate to remedy the
situation.

Eid Mubarak

to all our readers and advertisers
from the staff of

e

.ﬁvﬁ#

n The Ambition

May you have a safe and
happy new year




