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Finding a Suitable
Partner for
Marriage

One of many problems we face in this society is that we
bring some of the cultural baggage with us from our
homelands.

by Ashraf Zaghloul

Before we discuss what a suit-
able partner for marriageisand how
to find or identify one, we have to
first define and describe what mar-
riageisinldam. Onceweknow what
marriageis, it will be easier to find
the person we want to be our part-
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ner inmarriage.

In the Quran in Surah Albagra
(2:187), Allah describesthe spouses
saying that they areadress, garment
or clothing for each other. Theschol-
arstell usthat Allah used the word
clothing toindicate closeness. Itin-
dicates that husbands and wives
give each other warmth, security
and protection, and make a person
look good and cover each other’s
imperfections.

Allah aso tellsusin Surah Ar-
rom 30:21: “ And among His Signs
isthis, that He created for you mates
fromamong your selves, that ye may
dwell in tranquility with them, and
He has put love and mercy between
you” . Onceagain, Allahistelling us
that marriage is about peace,
tranquility, loveand mercy.

Now that we know Islam views
marriage asapeaceful, comfortable
and protective union, we move on
to discuss how to find theright part-
ner inmarriage.

Often | attend events to intro-
duce Muslimsthat arelooking for a
spouse and the first question | ask
is “what are the qualities you are
looking for?” Theanswer from both
men and women is awaysthe same
— “l want a good practicing Mus-
lim to share my life with”. My re-

Continued on page 14

Family: The Neglected
Foundation

Satan loves to destroy all kind of relationships including family relationships

by ImamHamid Simi

In the beginning of every
khutbah on Fridays, the Imam fol-
lows the Sunnah of the Messenger
of Allah (pbuh) by reminding peo-
ple of the foundations of Islam with
three Ayahs from the Qur’ an. They
areasfollows:

“ O you who believe! Fear Al-
lah as He should befeared, and die
not except in a state of Is-
lam...” (3:102)

“ O mankind! Be dutiful to Your
Lord, who created you from a sin-
gleperson (Adam) and fromhimHe
created his wife (Hawwa or Eve)
and from them both He created
many men and women; and fear Al-
lah through Him you demand your
mutual rights and do not cut off the
relations of the wombs —Kinship.
Surely, Allahisever an All-Watcher
over you.” (4:01)

“ O you who believe! Keep your
duty to Allah and fear Him, and
speak always the truth. He will di-
rect you to do righteous good deeds
and will forgive you your sins. And
whosoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger, he has indeed achieved
agreat achievement.” (33:70-1)

Thefirst Ayah reminds usof the
necessity of having tagwa — that is
not only fear and love of Allah but
also the awareness of the duties we
have towards Him and the covenant
we have with Him —in the best and
most sincereway. Tagwaisthefoun-
dation of the pure heart. Then Allah
stresses explicitly that when we die
we should dieasMuslims by living
astrue Muslimsand avoid anything
which can lead us to split and scat-
ter into groups.

The second Ayah also stresses
the necessity of Tagwa of our Lord
Allah by reminding us of our origin
and the creation of Adam and his
wife Eve (Peace be upon them) —and
how the continuation of mankind
was assured by the leave of Allah
through marriage and establishment
of thefirst family. Then Allah orders
us to have Tagwa by being con-
scious constantly of the “ Arhaam”
meaning therel ationshipsof kithand
kinthat are through family ties. And
this shows that family is the foun-

dation of life and the continuation
of mankind, chosen by Allah to be
the vicegerent on earth.

Inthethird Ayahwearereminded
to always heed Allah by speaking
straightforward and in atruthful and
decent manner. Good speech — or
words- is the foundation of good
communication between peopleina
community and inafamily.

The meanings of these verses
clearly explain why the prophet
(pbuh) specifically read and recom-
mended them every Friday and in
the beginning of every formal
speech or during the marriage of
someone and at a few other occa
sions.

These verses are very compre-
hensive; they remind us of who we
are, to what category and kind of
people should we belong, about
which peoplewe should carefor the
most, and what should we say all
the time? In other words, there are
prioritiesfor the Muslim individual
to be careful about. The Qur’an

teachesusto set our priorities, since
alot of the problemsthat peopleface
are the result of the inability to set
prioritiesand act accordingly.

The consciousness of duties
means an individual’s sense of ac-
countability in front of Allah onthe
Day of Judgment. The word “re-
sponsibility” means to be able to
respond to or answer the questions
of an authority. That is why the
Prophet (Peace be upon him) said,
“each one of you is in charge of
something and each one of you will
have to respond later for questions
about what hewasin charge of. The
ruler isin chargeof hissubjectsand
he will be asked about them. And
the husband - leader of the house-
hold - isin charge of hisfamily and
he will be asked about it. And the
wife is in charge of the household
and the children and she will be
asked about them. Therefore each
one of you isin charge of something
and each one of you will be asked

Continued on page 4

Islamic Psychology of the
Self: “The Inner Struggle
of the Self”

By Nosheen Mian,
University of Toronto
(Fromthe lecture series by
Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui)
The mission of the beloved
Messenger of Allah (pbuh), if it can
be summarized, wasto show us, and
lead usin the path of “uboodiyyah”
(servitude) to Allah —for Allah as-
certains in a powerful statement
about the very purpose of our crea-
tion, when He says, “And | created
Jinns and Humansfor the only pur-
pose to fulfill ‘uboodiyyah to Me”.
Thiscan only be achieved when the
intent and objective of the creature
becomes subservient to the intent
and objective of the Creator. There-
fore, every actionwecommit or omit,
every word we utter or harbor, every
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thought we conceal or express—we
must ask ourselves “does it or does
it not fulfill the criterion of
‘uboodiyyah?’ We must ask our-
selves, is it, as we design it in our
hearts, consistent with what Allah
intended? This question must be
appliedto our hearts, intentionsand
senses (actions) —to the point where
every beat of our heartsis observed
under this test.

Though we often unnecessarily
complicateit, the equation of lifeis
simple: inthisdunya[thislife, world]
we act, and the outcome [based on
theseactions] iseither Jannah [Para-
dise] or Naar [Hell]. Itisbeautifully
simple, but we bring our excess of
‘rationalizations’ and
‘sophistications’ until we make the
equation obscure. This journey of
life must betaken by al of us, some
will takeit consciously and willfully,
unfortunately otherswill not.

The Prophet (pbuh) described a
path for ‘uboodiyyah which is the
path, fruit and consequence — that
isexcellencein akhlaag. And Allah
saystohimintheQur’an, “Andyou
oh Muhammad are upon a great

state of akhlaaq”. Furthermore, the
Continued on page 13



TheAmbition, Jumadal - Jumadall 1423/ July - August 2002

2

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Summer is for the family

In the summer months of July and August when children are out of
school, daysarewarm, and air isfilled with the aromaof summer flowers,
families are usually busy having picnics and barbeques. The Ambition
has decided to set thistime for reflecting on the family values, marriage
and rel ationships. We were about to write an editorial appropriate for this
specid timewhen we cameacrossthislovely article, by Abul A’'laMorshed
& TahaGhaznavi, Y MFN Staff Writer, expressing almost the samethoughts
as ours. To share it with our readers, we are re-printing it instead of a
column of our own.

Saving your family

For abeliever one of the most hurtful feelingsiswhen he or shewatches
their own family going astray from the path of Islam. Most of thetime, we
do not know how to react. Here are some pointsto keep in mind when we
are in such situations:

1.Do Not Give Up on Your Family This should never be an option.
The Prophets (* alayhim sal aatu was-salaam) never gave up on their fami-
lies because of the latter’s disobedience to Allah. They did not consider
the task of inviting one’sfamily to Allah asan ‘extraduty’ performed by
them, but aspart of their own salvation. They kept reminding their families
of dedication and obedienceto One God, Allahtill their natural desth came
or the punishment of Allah overtokethem. And we ask Allah’s protection
fromthat.

2. Show them Your Love and Care Your family needs to realize that
you care for them deeply and it hurts you seeing them going astray. They
need to see that your concern for them stems from your genuinelove and
not a sense of superiority or self-righteousness. They don’t need emo-
tional black-mail or repeated nagging, but sincere advicein everyday mat-
ters and guidance in any doubts and questions they may have. Give gifts,
help them in their day-to-day tasks, and be there in their times of distress
and need, whether they be practising or not.

3. Takeit One Step at a Time Do not expect your family to completely
change overnight, just because you did! Some, in fact most, people take
time to change. Think about the fact that the majority of the Makkan
people during the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
became Muslim after having been with him, the Prophet of God, for 13
yearsl Donot jump intotellingthem what they haveto door what not. Tell
themwhy it isgood or bad, your own reasoning process, and prepare their
mind before mentioning what Allah wants them to do. For example, in-
stead of lecturing or ordering them to wear Hijab, explain why itissuch an
important part of Islam and Muslim identity, its benefits and rewards.
Whenever you say such-and-such is Halal or Haram, prepare to answer
why!

And be careful about what you lay emphasison. Thereisawisdomin
priorities. For example, it does little good to speak about watching too
much TV when the person does not even pray. For every Haram, you
must provide a better Halal alternative or it will be replaced with more
Haram or idleness.

4. Haveregular Family Gatherings How about one weeknight after
dinner? Or spending a weekend morning together? You can use these
opportunitiesto talk about your family issues, discuss Islamic teachings,
and whereyou asafamily should be headed, etc. Thisgathering will bring
your family members close to each other, allow them to express their
thoughts and feelings openly and realize that they are one mutually-sup-
porting entity.

5. Do Not Coerce but Pray for them We should know that guidance
comesfrom Allah aone, no matter how hard wetry. Our duty isto present
Allah’smessagein aloving and wise manner so they can help themselves
make up their mind. But throughout al this, we turn to Allah aone for
guidance, for ourselves and our loved ones, and put our trust in Him
alone, lest welost heart in our own efforts.

6. Be True to Yourself They know you too well and love you, so be
yourself! Your greatest duty isto be a shining example of a sincere,
trying, albeit naturally imperfect, Muslim not to givetheimpression of a
‘super-Momin” whoisnever wrong. That natural and simpleway of living
and thinking will insha-Allah be an irresistable attraction that will draw
you and your family closer to Allah.

Characteristics of a Believer

Ahmad bin Ja far bin Ma bad
narrated that Ubai bnu K& ab, God
be pleased with him, said: “ A be-
liever is recognized by four charac-
teristics: He is patient during trials;
Heisgrateful when hereceivesadgift;
He is truthful when he speaks; and
Heisequitablewhen hesitstojudge.

Hence, a true believer revolves
between five dimensions of radiant
lights. [Such arethelights described
by Allah, blessed be His Name, in
His saying, (Light upon Light)
(Qu'ran 24:35).] Hiswordsarefull of
light; Hisknowledgeisfull of light;

The avenues he embarks upon are
radiant with light; The gates from
where he emerges are radiant with
light; and finally, Onthe Day of Res-
urrection, his destination is towards
the most sublime heavenly light.”

“As to the atheist, he revolves
around five spheres of darkness: His
speech if full of darkness; His deeds
aremade of darkness; Hisgoalsdrive
him from oneavenue of darknessinto
another; The gates from where he
emerges are mazes of darkness; and
Onthe Day of Resurrection, hisfate
will carry him to the abysmal abode
of darkness.”

L etters/ Opinion

Canadamust take amuch stronger stand
on Palestine

Svend J. Robinson, MP
Burnaby-Douglas

| am angered at the failure of the
federal Liberal government totakea
strong, principled stand at the UN
Commission on Human Rights in
GenevaontheMiddleEast. Indeed,
it was Canada’s shameful vote to
oppose the human rights mission of
Mary Robinson, [one of only two
countrieson the 53 member Commis-
sionto do so, the other being Guate-
mala], and subsequent vote to op-
pose condemnation of Israel’s mili-
tary aggression that led meto travel
to the region myself.

| have long spoken out for jus-
ticefor the Pal estinian people, aswell
asfor asecurelsragl inthe pre-1967
borders. During thefirst intifadain
thelate 1980's| travelled to the West
Bank and Gazaand stayed in arefu-
gee camp in support of the Palestin-
ians. In 1990, prior to the outbreak of
thewar inthe Gulf, | travelled to Iraq
and whilethere met with

Palestinian leader Arafat. | have
long been appalled at the squalid
conditionsin the Palestinian refugee
camps, and the humiliation and de-
spair and hopelessness they must
endure. Collective punishment, land
expropriations, home demolitions,
extra-judicia killings and the daily
humiliation of the Palestinian people
were brutally exacerbated by there-
cent Israeli military offensive. Far
from making Israel a safer place,
Sharon’s policies have had the op-
posite effect. Israeli writer Gideon
Levy spelled it out eloquently inthe
Israeli newspaper Ha aretz: “What is
the infrastructure of terrorism if not
the occupation, the despair and the
hatred?...The nation wanted war, and
it got what it wanted. Within afew
days we succeeded in sowing hate
in the heart of every Palestinian and
it will not soon fade. The tens of
thousands of Palestinians who are
imprisoned in their homes after an
unbearable year and a half, who are
frightened by the sounds of gunfire
and the rumbling of the tanks; the
bodies that continue to be brought
to the hospitals without letup; the
mass arrests and the general destruc-
tion - these are now generating fierce
resentment against us. The world,
with the exception of the United
Statesin the meantime, isagain treat-
ing uslikelepers, and public opinion
in the Arab states is threatening to
pushtheir leadersinto an all-out war.

Arafat should step down

Your editorial dated May-June
2002, "where is the Ummah" and
"Jenin — Remember this' by Ramzy
Baroud are thought provoking and
good.

Due to the division of Muslim
countries with no unity in sight, the
Palestinians are suffering greatly.
Diplomacy demands that Yassar
Arafat, the self-styled ruler, steps
down and hand over power to new
|eadership like Hannan Ashravi, more
acceptable to the West, to bring
peace and happiness to Palestinians
from death and destruction at the
hands of |sradlis.

Syed Sadruddin Hussain

Thisisthe balance of blood and ter-
ror of this operation, which hasnot a
thing to be said to its credit, other
than it satisfiesthe feelings of apub-
licthat isterrified by theterrorist at-
tacks.”

Canada must take a much
stronger stand, including in the fol-
lowing areas.

*Supporting the call by UN Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan, UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights
Mary Robinson, and others for im-
mediate deployment of an Interna-
tional Protection Force in the Occu-
pied Territories, with Canadian par-
ticipation

*Substantial Canadian develop-
ment aid to assist the Palestinian peo-
ple to rebuild their shattered infra-
structure

*Demanding that Israel end its
obstruction of the missions of Mary
Robinson and the UN Inquiry into
theviolenceand possiblewar crimes
in Jenin; particularly look into the
blocking of ambulances and medical
suppliesto civilians, including moth-
ersin labour and those needing kid-
ney dialysis

*Calling upon Israel to immedi-
ately fully respect the 4th Geneva
Convention onthe status of civilians
intheterritoriesillegally occupied by
Israel since 1967; Canadahasalegal
obligation asasignatory to the Con-
vention to ensurethat it is honoured

* Speak out strongly against any
extension of the “war against terror-
ism” to Irag, whose people have al-
ready suffered terribly from the im-
pact of economic sanctions

At theroot of this conflict isthe
occupation. It mustend. Isragl must
fully withdraw fromall land seizedin
1967, including the West Bank, Gaza
and East Jerusalem. The Palestinian
people must have their viable state,
and it must peacefully co-exist with
the state of Israel. The Israeli Barak
proposal of 2000, described by Assaf
Oron, one of the organisers of the
Isradli military refusenik movement as
“...pitiful, completely controlled

Bantustans in between our set-
tlements and bypass roads...” was
totally unacceptable. Theillegal set-
tlements must be disbanded and
there must be an equitable response
to the refugee issue. It is shameful
that the number of settlers has dou-
bled since the signing of the Oslo
Accordsin 1993. Imaginetheanguish
of Palestinians who watch their
homes being demolished as new set-
tlementsarebuilt ontheir lands. This
iswhy | confronted the

MashaAllah, your website
is fantastic!

| now have another meansof read-
ing your most excellent publication,
which makesit even easier to enjoy
it moreoften.

| look forward to reading The
Ambition every month, and have
seen several Musdlim sites advertise
The Ambition recently.

Thank you for providing such
interesting and informative insight
into the issues us Western Muslims
must face and experience.

Nabeel A. Sddigi

/ Space permitting, all \
op-eds and letters
are published
regardless of the
journal’s policy. We
entertain all letters,
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address, and
telephone number.
Only names will be

\_published.
letters@theambition.com

Israeli soldiers at the military
checkpoint outside Ramallah, why |
asserted that they had no legal au-
thority to block me as they were on
Palestinian land.

| was deeply moved by the cour-
age, the anguish and the pain of the
Palegtinians| met, aswell asthe brave
and eloquent Israeli peace activists.
I'n addition to meeting with Pal estin-
ian activists such as Dr. Hanan
Ashrawi, | metin Tel Aviv with Peace
Now activistsincluding Members of
thelsraeli Knesset, and leadersin the
peace movement Gush Shalom, with
whom | attended alarge peacerally
at Rabin Square.

The leadership of those military
reservists who are refusing to serve
in the Occupied Territories, in the
movement Courage to Refuse
“Ometz Lesarev” [www.seruv.org.il]
is truly inspiring. As one of these
“refuseniks’ recently wrote before
servinga28day prisonterm: “...I will
not serve in your army. ..this army
does not exist to bring security to
thecitizensof Isragl; it existsto guar-
antee the continuation of the theft of
Palestinian land. AsaJdew, | amre-
pelled by the crimesthismilitiacom-
mits against the Pal estinian people.”

Again, let me assure you that |
will continue to speak out on these
fundamental issues of principle, de-
spitethevilification to which | have
been subjected by many in the me-
diaand attacksfrom some of my own
caucus colleagues. To those who
accuse meof taking sides, | have said
that | plead guilty. | dotaketheside
of life over death, of peace over war,
of justice over tyranny and dehu-
manisation, and of the oppressed
over the oppressor.

ATM Fraud —
Please be aware

The latest ATM scam involves
thievesputting athin, clear, rigid plas-
tic ‘sleeve’ into the ATM card slot,
warnsCliff A. Smith, Project Leader -
Technical Support, SRF Systems,
ECCO& RT-CIF

When you insert your card, the
machine can’t read the strip, so it
keeps asking you to re-enter your
PIN number. Meanwhile, someone
behind you watches as you tap in
your number. Eventually you give up,
thinking the machine has swallowed
your card and you walk away.

The thieves then remove the
plastic sleeve complete with card,
and empty your account. Theway to
avoidthisisto runyour finger along
the card dot before you put your card
in. The sleeve has a couple of tiny
prongs that the thieves need to get
the sleeve out of the slot, and you'll
beabletofed them. Thepolicewould
like asmany peopleaspossibleto be
aware of this scam, so pass this on
toyour friends. For further info, emall
cliff.smith@rbc.com
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Forgiveness: A virtue to strive for

by Ayub Hamid

Inour day-to-day life, sometimes
we come acrossignorant behaviour
shown by people around us. It may
take theform of verbal abuse, accu-
sations, disrespect, slander, backbit-
ing, fal seassumptions, name-calling,
ridicule, maligning comments,
physical aggression, etc. because of
their jealousy, misgivings, mali-
ciousness, difference of opinion or
dislike for whatever reason. When
this happens we can: either retali-
ate, respond, avenge, seek redress
and cry foul; or we can forbear, ig-
nore and forgive.

Although justice demands that
scores should be fairly settled for
every wrong that takes place in the
society, lhsaan (best behaviour)
suggests that people should be gra-
cious and generous enough to for-
give any wrong perpetrated against
them personally.

Muslims are encouraged to prac-
tice lhsaan by adopting the follow-
ing: “Practise forgiveness, com-
mand what is good, but turn away
fromtheignorant.” (7:199)

“Kind speech and forgiveness
are better than charity followed by
hurt.” (2:263)

Those who care about attaining

Allah’sforgiveness, they have been
told that they should themselves
demonstrate forgivenessfor people:
“ And they should pardon and over-
look. Do not you likethat Allah for-
give you?' ( 24:22) And because
Allah Himself isforgiving, Heloves
those who forgive. “Those who re-
strain their anger and who pardon
people, and Allah loves
Muhsineen.” (3:134)

The Prophet (pbuh) not only
himself practised forgiveness in a
way par excellence, he trained his
companions to be the same way. It
isindicated by the following exam-
ple: Once, a person was verbally
abusing Abu Bakr whilethe Prophet
was curiously watching with asmile.
After taking much abuse quietly,
Abu Bakr responded to afew of his
comments. At this, the Prophet ex-
hibited his disapproval, got up and
left. Abu Bakr caught up with the
Prophet and wondered, “ O M essen-
ger of Allah, hewasabusing meand
you remained sitting. When | re-
sponded to him, you disapproved
and got up.” The Messenger of Al-
lah responded, “ There was an an-
gel with you responding to him.
When you responded to him,
Shaytaan took his place.” He then

said,”O Abu Bakr, there are three
solid truths: If a personiswronged
and he forbears it (without seeking
revenge) just for the sake of Allah
ST, Allah will honour himand give
him the upper hand with His help;
if a person opens a door of giving
gifts for cementing relationships
with relatives, Allah will give him
abundance; and, if a person opens
a door of seeking charity for him-
self to increase his wealth, Allah
will further reduce his wealth.”
(Mishkaah and Musnad Ahmad)

Forgiveness is also a compre-
hensive concept extending to all hu-
man encounters and dealings in-
cluding those with family members,
servants, employees and strangers.

A person came to the Prophet
and asked him how many times he
should forgive his servant. The
Messenger of Allah responded,
“Seventy times every day.” (‘ Sev-
enty’ timesisan Arabic expression
to indicate countless times.)(At-
Tirmidzee)

Sometimes, people take advan-
tage of those who are forgiving,
abusetheir forgiving nature or even
take it as a sign of their weakness.
Observing such tendencies in peo-
ple, a Muslim may think that he

should deal with

peopleaccording to
their behaviour.
This is not accept-
able in Islam as it
meansliving by the
values of other
people instead of
sticking with one's
own Islamicvalues.
Thus, the Prophet
warned: " Do not be
‘reflection of soci-
ety’, keeping the at-
titude that if peo-
ple behavewell, we
will behave well.
However, if they be-
have badly, we will
also be unfair.
Rather, program
yourselves so that if
people behave
well, you behave
better; but if people
behave badly, you
must not beunfair.”
(Mishkah and At-
Tirmidzee)
Although for-
giving by the ag-
grieved party is
goodinany circum-
stances, it is really
meaningful and
beneficial whenthe
aggrieved party has

an upper hand and

has full power, authority and opportu-
nity to avenge or settle the score. It is
the forgivenessin that situation that is
really rewarding and that wins the
hearts of people.

The Messenger of Allah said,
“Moosa Ibn ‘Imraan peace be upon
him asked Allah: O Lord, who is the
most honourable of your slaves? Al-
lah responded: He who forgives when
he has power to avenge.” (Bayhigeein
Shu’ abul-eemaan from Aboo Hurairah)

Although Islam encourages Mus-
limsto beforgiving and promisesgreat
rewards for those who forgive, it (the
act of forgiving) isavery personal af-
fair of an aggrieved party that he/she
may want to do on his’her own discre-
tion as an act of |hsaan for the Pleas-
ure of Allah. No one has the right to
demand or expect it fromthevictim. If
thevictim does not forgive, no one has
theright to regard it as an improper or
impiousact, nor should therefusal of a
victimto let go the matter diminish the
victim's respect in the eyes of those
who think it should be forgiven. Third
parties (those who are not parties to
the case or are not adjudicatorsor arbi-
trators) can encourage the wronged
party to forgive for the sake of Allah,
but people in authority or those re-
sponsible to administer justice should
not try to pressure the victim in any
way shape or form. About a victim's
right to raise theissue, to lodge acom-
plaint and to seek redress, the Holy
Qur’an says. “Allah does not like pub-
lic mention of evil except by one who
has been wronged. And Allah is all-
hearing, all-knowing. Rather, if you
publish something good, or conceal
it, or pardon an offence, indeed Allah
is forgiving and omnipotent.” An-
Nissa4:148-149

About every one'srightstojustice,
defend or avenge, it says.” Thefair set-
tlement for a wrong is equal
retribution.However, whoever forgives
and reconciles, his reward is due on
Allah, and Allah does not like the un-
just. And whoever avenges himself af-
ter being wronged, they are not to be
blamed. The blame is on those who
oppress people and wrongfully rebel
in the land. For them, there will be a
painful punishment. And indeed who-
ever practices Sabr and forgives, that
is a highly resolute, top-notch behav-
iour.” (42:40)

Thus, apersonwill bewithinone's
right to defend himself from any mis-
behaviour or avenge a wrongdoing.
That isjusticeand everyoneisentitled
toit without being blamed for it. How-
ever, lhsaan is that the believer takes
all that in stride graciously and mag-
nanimously without responding, fight-
ing back, paying much attention or
complaining. Ihsaan is the standard
good Muslims are expected to strive

From the
Qur'an

And Noah called upon
his Lord and said: "O
my Lord! surely my son
is of my family! and
Thy promise is true
and Thou art the
Justest of Judges!"
He said: "O Noah! he
is not of thy family: for
his conductis
unrighteous. So ask
not of Me that
of which thou hast no
knowledge! | give thee
counsel lest thou act
like the ignorant!"

(11:45-46)

- J

4 From the A
Hadith

(Narrated Abu Masud)
The Prophet said, "If a
man spends on his
family (with the
intention of having a
reward from Allah)
sincerely for
Allah's sake thenitis a
(kind of) alms-giving in
reward
for him."

(Sahih A-Bukhari
\ )

for. And this is the kind of be-
haviour that wins the hearts of
people, converting them from ad-
versariesinto loving friends. The
Holy Qur’ an states:.” Who can be
better in stance than He who
calls people towards Allah, per-
forms good deeds and proudly
declares to be a Muslim. Good-
ness and evil are not equal.
Hence, respond in the most ex-

cellent way. Then
you will seeyour enemy turn-
ing into a close friend.And this
Continued on page 13
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aboutit.” (al-Bukhari.)

In the second verse, Allah ad-
dressesuswith: “O mankind” instead
of “Oyouwho believe!” Itissimply
because the concept of family isuni-
versal. Family isanimportant fort of
protectionin every culture. It islike
the corner stone of abuilding or the
heart of the body in every society. A
healthy family brings about ahealthy
society whereasadis-functiona fam-
ily is destructive to the society.

Islam encourages us to even go
beyond thereligious affiliations and
take care of the parents who may
even be disbelievers. It isin fact a
duty to take care of them evenif they
arenot Muslims. For the sake of “ar-
Rahem” —the womb of the mother —
asonisobligedinthelslamiclaw to
provide for his parents if they need
hishelp and support. Thisisonearea
to show the seriousness and sanc-
tity of family tiesin Islam.

InIslam, the family includes not
only the parents of the husband and
the wife and the grand children, its
tiesare extended to unclesand aunts
from both sides whether through
marriage relationship or blood rela-
tionship. Allah (swt) says, “ And Al-
lah hasmade for you spouses of your
kind, and has made for you, from
your spouses sons and daughters,
and grandsons and granddaugh-
ters, and has bestowed on you good
provision. Do they then believe in
false deities and deny the favor of
Allah.” (16:72)

Amazingly, thereisno family re-
lationship that the Qur’an does not
talk about and give examples of. It
comes either asastory of aprophet,
or asimple person, or asalegidation
for inheritance, marriage, divorce,
nursing or Hijaab. Whether talking
about arelationship between a hus-
band and a wife, parents and chil-

Family: The Neglected Foundation

dren, sons and daughters with their
parents, or brothers and sisters, the
family structureis conserved by set-
ting up the “hugooq” (or rights,) of
onetowardsthe other and the guide-
lines to preserve them. Allah gives
examples of many people and shows
clearly the proper behavior and con-
duct.

In the treatment of the parents,
people have to know the duties upon
themsel ves towards those who were
ameanfor themto existin thisworld.
Infact, the second commandment in
Islam—if wemay put it thisway —is
to be kind and beneficent to one's
parents. Before even ordering us to
pray, give zakaat, fast and perform
Hajj, the Qur’ an madeit explicit and
clear that the parentsare of the great-
est priority after Tawheed (that isto
worship Allah alone with no part-
ners.) Allah says, “ And Your Lord
has decreed that you should wor-
ship none but Him alone and that
you should be kind, beneficent and
dutiful to your parents. If one of them
or both of themattain old agein your
life, say not to thema word of disre-
spect, nor shout at them but address
them in terms of honor. And lower
for them the wing of humility
through mercy and always repeat
saying, ‘My Lord! Bestow on them
Your Mercy asthey did bring me up
when|was young.”” (17:23-4) And
there are many similar versesin the
Qur’an in the same content.

The relationship between the
husband and wifeisdirected towards
peace and mercy by explaining the
goalsand purpose of amarriage. Al-
lah says, “ And among His signs is
that He created for you your wives
fromamong yourselves, that you may
find tranquility in them, and he has
put between you affection and
mercy. Verily, inthat areindeed signs
for a peoplewho reflect.” (30:21)

The Prophet (Peace be upon him)
made the standards of goodnessin a
man in looking at the way he treats
his wife. He said once: “ The best
among you are those who are good
to their wivesand families, and | am
good to my wives and my family.”

Marriage is athreefold relation-
ship or contract. It isbetween aman
and a woman and vice versa, be-
tween a husband and Allah and be-
tweenawifeand Allah. Thisrelation-
ship is so important that the Prophet
(pbuh) declared it as half of thereli-
gion.

A husband and a wife in Islam
have morethan onerelationship with
one another. They are a brother and
asister inIslam, partnersinthe busi-
ness of raising the children, and re-
sponsiblein establishing afamily as
parents. Allah has equipped each
one of them with specia qualities
that reflect inthe child’s personality.
Children take after their parents in
faith, mercy, principles, morals, com-
passion, responsibility, respect,
awareness, justice and also
attitude...etc.

Inthetreatment of children, there
aremany chaptersand versesaswell
asmany authentic Hadithswherethe
guidelines for a sound and blessed
upbringing of children are laid out.
Asmentioned previously, the parents
areresponsiblefor their children un-
til they reach the age of maturity or
they get married. Thus, it isareli-
gious duty upon parents to nurture
and educatetheir childrenin the best
possible manner. To make it simple
and easy for the parents, Islam cat-
egorizes for them the areas of up-
bringing they should focus on the
most. |slam wantsto produce strong
individuals in a sane environment —
at leastin asane and immunefamily
atmosphere — in order to have a
strong society. Thestrengthisin the
spiritual, the physical and the intel-
lectual aspects. This means to im-
plantinthechildrenthelman, or faith,
to feed them and to look constantly
after their health and to educate and
instill inthem the necessary toolsand
skills to alow them to think, to be
productive, and to becomeindepend-

Radio Islam

Your communities' Voice
onthe Air
Every Sunday 7-8 pm
AM 1540 / FM 101.3
Major Islamic personalities on

Air every week
www.Radiolslam.ca
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ent to a certain extent.

However, the Qur’ an emphasizes
more on the spiritual aspect because
the responsibility of teaching Islam
and Iman extends to the Hereafter.
Oneof theversesinthe Qur’ anreads
asfollows,“ O youwho believe! Ward
off yourselves and your families
against a Fire—Hell —whosefuel is
people and stones, over which are
appointed angels stern and severe,
who disobey not the commends they
receivefromAllah, but do that which
they are commanded.” (66:6) This
Aayah makes a concerned person
shiver because of the double respon-
sihility, which meansthe double reck-
oning onthe Day of Judgment. Every
parent who believesin Allah and the
Hereafter should constantly do as
Lugman did with his son (as men-
tioned in Chapter Lugman, 31). Inthat
chapter, a person can find the basic
principles of Iman that should nour-
ish the soul of one's child.

Family isnot thegoal to Akhirah,
but one of thegood meanstoit. How-
ever, it could also be the opposite.
Children, husbands, wives, fathers,
mothers, brothers and sisters are
blessings for one another, but they
can be of agreat trial to one another.
That is why knowing the rights and
duties of each one of them isamust.

Allah (swt) says, “ O you who
believe! Verily, among your spouses
and your children are your enemies
who may stop you from the obedi-
ence of Allah; therefore beware of
them! But if you pardon them and
overlook and forgive their faults,
then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving
Most Merciful. Your wealth and your
children are only a trial, whereas
Allah with Him there is a great re-
ward.” (64:14-5)

He also says, “ Wealth and chil-
dren are the adornment of the life of
this world. But the good righteous
deeds— such as the remembrance of
Allah, thefivedaily prayers, and the
good behavior — that last, are bet-
ter with your Lord for rewards and
better inrespect of hope.” (18:46)

Tridscomeindifferent formsand
kinds, but one of the main shieldsis
the awareness of the tricks of Satan
and how he manifests himself and
uses people against each other. Al-
lah warned us as individuals, hus-
bands, wives, children, parents and
communitiesto takeall the measures
to weaken the devil and to vanquish
his purpose.

When Adam (Peace be upon him)
started his life on earth, it was with
his family. And the major challenge
of that family according totheQur’ an
was the challenge of their enemy
Iblis, or Satan. Jealousy and rebel-
lion were the sins that took Satan
out of Heaven and they were also
the reason why one of Adam’s sons
—Qaabed!, or Cain, killed hisbrother
—Haabed!, or Abel. Jealousy between

the brothers or the sisters is heated
by Satan; Mistrust and disrespect
between the husbands and wives
infiltrate through Satan; Mental and
physical abuse of the children by the
parents is also the work of Satan;
Rebellion, disobedience and disre-
spect of the parents by the children
is cheered by Satan.

Miscommunication and anger are
shared problem in al the above ex-
amples and Satan uses them as
bridges to cause Fitnah and destroy
al kinds of relationship including
Family relationship. Therefore, we
recommend nipping the root of evil
at the beginning of aquarrel or amis-
understanding, by clearing away
miscommunication and cooling an-
ger. The best way to do that is by
remembering Allah and saying,
“ A'udhu billahi mina as-Shaytaani
ar-Rajeem!” , which means, “ | seek
refuge in Allah from the cursed
devil” . This will help us al, Insha
Allah, to have the constant aware-
ness of Allah, and lead usto join the
rank of Muttageen, (people with
Tagwa) of whom Allah described as
His faithful happy servants. “And
those who say: “ Our Lord! Bestow
on us from our spouses and our off-
spring the comfort of our eyes, and
make us leaders of the Muttaqun.”
(19:74)

| AMYOUR CHILD

Born of blood, of pain, and dust

A child born aman

Forged by the hands of the
unjust -1 am your child

Tanks and bombs cannot
shakeme

Far more than aman

Your soldierswill never
break me-I amyour child

I njusti ce makes me stronger

Stronger every day

Blood just increases my
hunger -1 am your child

The song of justice will
appease me

A song you won't sing
In your prison, death just
freesme-I amyour child

With Every motherstears
My thirst increases
You have created your
worst fears- | am your child

A phoenix from the ashes
| will riseagain
Pour the gas, | light the
matches- | am your child
Never did you understand
all my suffering
Now the child has become
aman - | amyour child
| an—— INTIFADA
Indira Rai-Choudhury, Esq,
Attorney at Law
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Martyrs and Heroes

Some Reflections on Suicide Bombing

by Dr. Mohamed Elmasry

Suicide bombing was first
practiced by Japanese kamikaze
(meaning” divinewind”) fighter plane
pilotsduring World War 11. Palestin-
ians did not invent it.

Infact, they waited until 1995 —
a full 28 years after Israel’s illegal
occupation of their landin 1967 —to
useit asameansof armed resistance
to end the occupation. Palestinians
call suicide bombings “amaliyya
istishhadiyya” (or “martyr opera-
tions’) to givethe actionsareligious
dimension. They consider the opera-
tives, who pay with their lives as
human bombs, heroes.

But the Palestinians are not
unique in their methods. Through-
out history, people who have re-
sisted occupation and oppression
through extreme meanswere, and are,
called heroes and martyrs.

In his book The Jews and the
Crusaders Shlomo Eidelberg tellsus
that in 1096 CE, “the Jawswho fought
the Crusadersreflect thetypical fate
of the self-defender.” In a desperate
move to free his people from Chris-
tian mistreatment, a young Jewish
man named Simcha ha-Cohen (a
highly revered priestly namein He-
brew) “drew aknifeand murdered the
nephew of thelocal bishop.” Hetoo
was labelled a terrorist by his op-
pressors, but a resistance hero by
Rabbi Eliezer bar Nathan, one of the
foremost Jewish chroniclers of the
time. Like other Jewish historians, he
considered all Jewswho werekilled
whilefighting the advancing Crusad-
ersasmartyrsfor their faith.

What else can Palestinians call
those who choose to die for a free
Palestine, except heroesand martyrs?
Andwhat elsecan Isragliscall them,
except terrorists, killersand murder-
ers? Yet although such naming is
important to both sides of the con-
flictinadvancing their political agen-
das, itishardly helpful to describe or
changereality.

The Arab-lIsraeli war of 1973 is
called by many inthe West the Octo-
ber War. But it was given areligious
dimension by both combattants: in
Israel it is called the Yom Kippur
(Day of Atonement war,) whileinthe
Arab world it is called “harb
ramadan,” the War of Ramadan, after
the Islamic month in which it was
launched. But alarger reality now is
the ongoing 34-year-old Israeli oc-
cupation of Palestinian lands in the
West Bank and Gaza. Itisatext-book
occupation story, in which invading
forces spread death, misery, and de-
struction, while the population un-
der their power triesto resist.

The occupation forces use a
greatly superior (and lethal) military
machine, along with its propaganda,
its political clout, and its economic
power, to justify acts of terror and to
pressure the subjected popul ation to
surrender their rights. Thisis called
“terrorism from above.” Its opera-
tivesarewell-protected, flying thou-
sands of feet abovein F-16s, or con-
cealed inside the cockpits of sophis-
ticated killing machineslike helicop-
ter gunships and tanks.

Asaresult, the people under oc-
cupation strike back with any means
available, against soldiersin uniform,
soldierson leave, and armed settlers.

They consider any civilian casuaties
on either sideto bethefull responsi-
bility of the occupying government,
whose aggression is the cause root
of violence.

During World War 11, Hitler’sar-
mies occupied most of Europe, us-
ing sheer military might to spread
Nazism. Resistance movements,
armed not only with scavenged
weapons, but also with courage,
hope, persistence and ingenuity, op-
posed Hitler and were instrumental
inpreparing theway for Allied forces
to defeat the Third Reich. To accom-
plishthis, resistance fighters— men,
women, children, eventheelderly —
often had to resort to what we today
would call terrorist acts in the ab-
sence of any other alternatives to
regaining their peoples’ freedom.

When German occupation forces
retaliated by wiping out local resist-
ance cells, they killed many innocent
men, women and children, even de-
stroying entirevillages. Yet military
reprisalsdid not crush that desirefor
freedom; resistance members were
regarded as underground heroes.

Despite their own historical ex-
perience of being oppressed, Israel’s
leaders till seem not to have grasped
that their 34-year occupation of Pal-
estinian territories and the crude
“finders-keepers’ method of plant-
ing armed settlements on them, is
wholly responsible for creating and
sustaining the environment of terror
in which several generations of
young Palestinian have grown up.

Born aschildren of war, and now
intheir late teens, twenties and thir-
ties, they exist ashopeless and help-
less adults with no prospects of con-
tributing to normal society. Many
young Palestinians, like their peers
anywhere in the world, yearn for
meaning in life: if given the choice
between death, and merely existing
asvirtual prisonersunder armed oc-
cupation, death is often seen as the
better alternative.

Military might cannot prevent
resistance movements from arising
among occupied peoples, nor can
soldiers stamp them out unless vir-
tually everyone dies in the process,
as happened to the Jewish defend-
ers of Masada when Roman armies
attacked thislandmark fortressin 70
CE

History has shown over and over
againthat increasing the combat level
of occupation only raises the resist-
ance level. It is amost a scientific
formula by now. The unwanted re-
sult for today’sIsrael is that all who
dieinthestrugglefor afree Palestine
have become martyrs; and all who
continue on in the face of death are
hailed as freedom-fighters and he-
roes. It doesnot matter that their op-
pressors label them as killers or ter-
rorists. It is another text book case,
likethe Irishresisting the British, the
Algerians resisting the French, the
French resisting the Germans, etc.

Yasser Arafat is the elected and
internationally acknowledged leader
of the Palestinian people in their
struggle for a free and independent
nation. To them and their freedom-
supporters worldwide, he is a hero
whilealive (whether at large, impris-
oned, or exiled) and —should the Is-
raelis be obscenely foolish enough

toallow or orchestrate hisdesth— a
martyr. Thus, Israel’s leaders have
lost their moral credibility, despite
retaining unbelievably strong Ameri-
can economic, political and military
support.

This is a many-layered tragedy
for Jews and Palestinians, for on the
bottom line, both continueto pay the
lessons of history with their own
people’slives.

But thisoccupation will end — it
isonly amatter of when, not if. His-
tory isonthe side of the Palestinians
andtheillegal occupiersof their land
will end up like numerous oppressors
before them.

[Dr. Mohamed Elmasry is a professor
at the University of Waterloo and national
president of the Canadian Islamic Con-
gress. He <can be reached at
np@canadianislamiccongr ess.com]

Aug. 3rd, Muslim
Family Day at
Canada’s
Wonderland

As one of the largest minorities
in Canada we are a people who are
virtually unknown and mostly mis-
understood. We have no one to
blame except ourselves, and, of
course, some elements of the media.
Most minorities strive to make their
presence felt so that the mainstream
takes notice of them in a positive
light.

"It is high time Muslims made
their presence felt in Canada,” says
Asad Dean, the the Director of
United Muslimsand Host of the Ra-
dio Islam. "We at Radio Islam real-
ized that there are over eleven days
dedicated to minorities at Canada’'s
Wonderland."

Asit stands there are hundreds
of Muslim youth working there and
thousands more have season
passes. In the Greater Toronto Area
there are over 350,000 Muslims re-
siding according to conservative es-
timates. AsMuslimswe havealim-
ited amount of entertainment av-
enues open to us compared to our
fellow citizens due to our religious
restrictions. Theyouth especially feel
this, asdo families. Wonderland isa
placefamiliescould enjoy andit could
turn out to be a wonderful healthy
social venue for us.

"We have madethe arrangements
for prayers for brothers and sisters
with proper tents and washroom fa-
cilities. Halal food will bemadeavail-
ableintheprayer area, which will aso
have benches for mothers and chil-
dren to relax in the shade. In the

Helpful Hints
by Sister Shirin Patel

| pray most of thetime, and I’d say I’ m a pretty good
Muslim. My mom recently passed away, why is God

trying to hurt me?

Q
A

Q
A

easy for you. Ameen.

My sincere condolences about your mom, may the Al-
mighty keep her in peace, Ameen. You have to try and
understand something which it vital to understanding our purpose in
life al together. We are put on this earth temporarily. During our un-
known time on this earth, we're faced with trials and tested in many
different ways. For some it's a great amount of wealth, for othersit’s
poverty and in thiscaseit’stheloss of your mother. When the Almighty
wants to favor someone He tries them with hardship but no more then
they can bear. The reward for bearing whatever comes our way with
patience is an eternity of happiness with those we love. Don't think of
your mom as gone forever, because Insha Allah you will be with those
you love. But for the time being, try and keep your faith strong, and
remember that thislifeis nothing but atrial. We will indeed all die one
day, some sooner than later and it doesn’t mean because wedie Allahis
trying to hurt usor our family. It’sjust aredlity of lifeand atest for those
who have to go through it. Continually pray so your mom isin peace,
feeling the breeze of Jannah. Insha’ Allah. Heaven is promised for those
who bear the lose of a loved one with patience, so do yourself, your
family and your mom afavor and look for abrighter day. It's natural to
feel hurt, and angered but inthe end you will truly wrong yourself if you
let your hurt get the better of you/your faith in the Allah. May the
Almighty makeit easy for you and your family to bear thistrial, and may
He keep your mother in peace. Ameen

| studied hard and made | ots of dua for this big Math test
| had, but | still did badly. Do you think Allah didn’t hear
my dua? Or maybe He's mad at me for something?

Allah hearsand seesALL, sodon't ever think otherwise!
Basically, al you can ever doismakean effort and pray to
Allahfor help. If your results are not what you' d had like
don’t be in despair. Trust that the Almighty knows what’s best for you
and is indeed the best of Planners. Perhaps this just means that math
isn't your thing so don’t make aliving out of it. Or maybe you didn’t do
your homework? You know what they say: “practice makes you per-
fect”. Don't be discouraged though, if you fail, try, and try again until
you succeed. Believe it or not it is possible! Don’t assume Allah isn’t
listening, oris“mad” at you. Takeit asatest of your faith, and it wasjust
meant to be. It'samath test, you’ Il have more of them, don’t worry. Just
keep making the effort and doing sincere supplication...Insha’ Allah af-
ter that be very glad with whatever your results are. May Allah make it

Muslims, Christians join at

World Youth Day

United Muslims along with the
COMO (Coadlition of Mudim Organi-
zations), and the Council of Imams
are also having ajoint Muslim and
Christian event on youth reconcil-

that are packed with Music concerts
and do not enforcethe Muslimiden-
tity.

Br. Abdul Hai Patel of the Coun-
cil of Imamsand Br. Abdul Hag Ingar
of the Coalition of Muslim Organi-
zations has been key elders in en-
couraging The United Muslims to
provide thiswonderful opportunity.
Imam Abdul Hai Patel personally at-
tended meeting with Wonderland
management to emphasize the need
of a prayer facility on this day and
other daysfor the Muslim staff.

Many mosques and organiza-
tions are are endorsing this event.
For the purchase of tickets every-
one can pre-register online at
www.radioislam.ca or contact their
local Magjids, all Popeye's outlets
and some other outlets around the
city.

For any questions or info, con-
tact by email at info@radioislam.ca
or call United Muslims at 416-916-
1479. A minimum turnout of 3000
people is required to permanently
get thisday reserved for the Muslim
community, inshallah.

ingwith God on July 25" at the CNE
during the World Youth day event.
Thiswill aso beanother opportunity
to show our fellow Canadians how
weasMuslimshave so much in com-
mon with Christianswho make up the
majority of Canada. Thiswill help to
reduce the misunderstanding and ig-
norance of our faith and the preju-
dicemany Muslim youths havefaced
after the events of September 11"

We would also encourage those
who wish to volunteer in our events
to contact us at info@radioislam.ca
or call United Muslims at 416-916-
1479.

(Radio Islam can be listened to
on Sundays 7-8 PM, Chin Radio
AM1540.)

Pass this copy
of The Ambition
to afriend
after reading.
Help us bring
the message of
Islam to others
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Around theWorld

By Aasiya Amir

It wasaheaven—turnedinto hell!
And the world just watches as a by-
stander. Therearen’'t many analogies
in history to draw for Kashmir. Inthe
recent weeks and months, therising
tension between India and Pakistan
has brought both countries, their
arch-rivalry, and Kashmir on head-
linesin theinternational media—and
not for thefirst time. What most view-
ershowever, are not being told isthe
real story beyond the diplomatic/po-
litical scuffle.

Kashmir —thefateful land s, for
purpose of general understanding,
divisible into Azad Kashmir [the
province which has its own free-
elected government] & Indian-occu-
pied province of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Azad Kashmir has an elected
government with strong tiesto Paki-
stan. The State of Jammu/Kashmir
hassince 1947, viatheterritoria de-
signs of the then-Maharajah (ruler)
of Kashmir, fallen under the control
of India.

Since then, there is no turning
back. Indian military has never
cleared out of Jammu and Kashmir,
in spite of a series of local revolts,
UN interventions and protests by
Pakistan-whichwaslogically aparty
to the dispute on question of the
State’saccessionin 1947.

The root of the dispute was
planted whenintrade of military help
by the government of India, “The
Instrument of Accession” wassigned
by Mahargjah Hari Singh in 1947 to
suppress the local revolt against his
rule. At thistime, Lord Mount bat-
ten, as the first governor General of
Indiasaid: itismy government’swish
that as soon as law and order have
been restored in Kashmir and her
soil cleared of theinvadersthe ques-
tion of state’s accession should be
settled by a reference to the people.
The Kashmir’spopulation at that time
was 90% Muslim and they were ob-
viously expected to giveaverdict in
favor of joining Pakistan if given a
chance. This was unacceptable to
India

Later, Jawahar Lal Nehruasore-
affirmed the same wishes saying: “

Kashmir — Is It

The End Of The Tunnel?

We have declared that the fate of
Kashmir is ultimately to be decided
by the people. That pledge we have
given, and the Maharajah has sup-
ported it, not only to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, but also to the
world. We will not and cannot back
out of it. We are prepared when peace
and law have been established to
have a referendum held under inter-
national auspices like the United
Nations. We want it to be a fair and
just reference to the people and we
shall accept their verdict.”

Contrary to the well-worded
claims above — history stands wit-
ness—numerous UN resolutionsand
two wars later, India has always
stalled any efforts made towardsthe
progress of holding aplebiscite—the
original and the most universally ac-
cepted solution. Unfortunately for
theworld and for the people of Kash-
mir, India’s successive governments
have all acted hypocritically on this
issue. On one hand, Indiahas signed
two agreements (Tashkent in 1966,
Shimlain1972) with Pekistaninwhich
she agreed to resolve the Kashmir
dispute through bilateral and peace-
ful means. On the other hand, Indian
constitution declares that “the state
of Jammu and Kashmir is and shall
be an integral part of the Union of
India”

The current uprising of the peo-
ple of Kashmir started out as a pro-
test against inefficiency, electoral
fraud, corruption and religious dis-
crimination. The movement gained
significant strength from 1987 t0 1990
when the atrocities of Indian Army
kept increasing and the threshold of
thecivilian's patience or submission
brokeviolently. Major riots broke out
in Srinagar and other key cities and
Indiapoured additional military rein-
forcements, now bringing the esti-
mated number of army personnel to
a700,000.

Timeand again, updatesfrom the
non-biased journalist reports, UN
peace-keeping organizations, Am-
nesty International , Human Rights
Watch & other such international
bodies suggest that this is an inter-
nal war —awar of the Kashmiri peo-

plefor their right tolivefreely intheir
native land and that it will not come
to an end until they have a govern-
ment of their own choice. The
Kashmiri people have taken to arms
because their trampled Muslim ma-
jority has never wanted to be a part
of India, or accept any Indian pres-
ence on their soil.

India has always accused Paki-
stan for fuelling the fire of freedom
movement in Kashmir. Pakistan's
standpoint has always been clear and
it has never once betrayed its inten-
tions of accepting the Kashmiri peo-

try for fear of life. The reason of
Kashmirisflowinginto Pakistan then
is the oppressive rule of Indian re-
gimesin Indian-Occupied Kashmir,
and not any under-hand program on
the side of Pakistan. Today, the In-
dian propagandists are busy telling
theworld that the Kashmir conflictis
areligious war initiated by Muslim
fundamentalists and they show the
Pandit refugees as the evidence. Of
course many Pandits are not happy
with thisstate of affairsand dotry to
speak out, but their voices are usu-
ally silenced

Morerecently, Indiais
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turning horrific as an op-
pressor in Kashmir. Why
their forces are still there
and how intheface of such
alarge military task force
doesafreedom movement
of meager means survive
are the major leads into
fact-finding of this horror
story. There are about
700,000 Indian troops in
the occupied Kashmir to
silence the voices of the
natives. There are horren-
dous stories of Indian oc-

ple'sright of self-determination. If the
world was brought witnessin acourt
of history and sworn truthful ness, all
countries will testify that India has
often backed out of its words, has
tried to add hurdles towards a rea-
sonable solution of this issue, and
even stopped UN and other such
neutral organizations to even enter
and get a first-hand knowledge or
picture of the fateful land more than
once.

It is a known fact that a large
number of Kashmiris, who could no
longer bear the abused burden of life
inoccupied Kashmir, have oftentried
and successfully entered Northern
areas of Pakistan asrefugees. Being
aneighboring country, following and
upholding the moral ideals of Islam,
helping their brethren in the hour of
difficulty, Pakistan has provided them
shelter. Logically, most countriesin
the world, including Canada do not
refuse refugees who flee their coun-

cupation army’satrocoties
such as gang rapes, burning of en-
tire villages and crops, destruction
of economic life of the whole com-
munities and genocide of the
Kashmiri people!

Amnesty international has also
recorded gross accounts of political
and extrajudicial killings, tortureand
custodial abuse of the innocent-
gone-to-arms under the cover of
“militant terrorists’, unspeakable
crimes against women involving
rapes and mol estation carried out by
agents of the state, including state
police, central policeforce and mili-
tary or paramilitary forces. An esti-
mated one million women haveeither
been bereaved, tortured or humiliated
and beaten up or killed; many hun-
dreds have been subjected to bar-
baric sexual assaults. Sexual harass-
ment is used as aweapon to subvert
people into submission. Victims in
custody aretreated asbodiesof flesh
and bones. The punishment starts at

the time of arrest; abusive language
is used and rifle-butts are struck on
their legs. Intheinterrogation centers
they are tortured by methods only
uniquetothelndianarmy. Since 1989,
the Indian forces stationed in Kash-
mir have killed an estimated 50,000
Kashmiris. The Indian Forces have
been given a free hand to kill any
person they choose under the Jammu
And Kashmir Disputed Areas Act,
which gives them the liberty of un-
limited use of power against the* sus-
pected” militants.

The Kashmiri sons and daugh-
tersareliving anation’sworst night-
mare, they have put their lives, their
souls, and their integrity on the line
of freedom and are persevering the
most heinous crimes against human-
ity. But not for long now! What we
al Must believe isthat this ongoing
war of heroism and insanity, of spirit
of freedomvs. territorial lustwill soon
cometo ajustifiable end and it will
NOT betray the history of mankind
which has proven many times that,
inthewords of Napolean Bonaparte,
“There are only two powers in the
world — the sword and the spirit. In
the long run, the sword is always
defeated by the spirit”.

World leaders
exploited War on
Terrorism: Amnesty

After September 11" it seemsthat
governments around the world took
some serious actions. Amnesty In-
ternational includes Britain and the
United States among these. They
rushed through repressive new laws,
increased therole of the military and
promoted aharmful climate of racism.
They hurried through new
legislations and laws, banning or-
ganisationsand freezing their assets.
They are curbing civil rightsand re-
ducing safeguards against violations.
Amnesty International’s annual re-
port tells us that they defend their
actions by exploiting the horror of
the September 11 attacksto curb hu-
man rightsin the name of security.
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Chechnya, the forgotten
genocide in the heart of
Europe

On 1 October 1999, the Russian
Federation invaded the Chechen Re-
public. It wasthe second timein the
space of four years, and the ump-
teenth timesincethefirstinvasionin
1722. Many factorswereused to jus-
tify this new neo-colonia undertak-
ing in Chechnya to the eyes of the
Russian people and of international
public opinion: thetottering regime,
awave of bloody attacks (almost 300
deaths) immediately attributed to the
Chechenterroristsalthough no proof
has ever been found (quite the con-
trary!), a raid by Bashaev, the
Chechen warlord, and the need to
push the new Kremlin hard line.

1,000 days and 1,000 nights of
occupation and devastation have
gone by since then. The Chechen
people have been thevictims of rape,
massacre, theft, rounding-up, tor-
ture, summary execution, and extor-
tion. 1,000 days, 1,000 nights, 100,000
deaths, tens of thousands of people
wounded, mutilated, and trauma-
tised. 400,000 refugees. Grozny razed
to the ground, children without
schools and without teachers, work-
erswithout factories, farmers exiled
fromtheir mined land.

1,000 days and 1,000 nights in
whichthissmall corner of Europe, the
size of Tuscany, has become an area
without rights, an area in which al
lawsand al theinternational conven-
tions are suspended. Wherethe only
law is that of the death sgquads, of
the Kontraknikis and the war profit-
eers in the Russian army and the
Kremlinoffices. 1.000 daysand 1,000
nightsin which the European Union

Jenin, Jenin

Jenin, Jenin

| hear my sisterscrying
Jenin, Jenin

| seemy brothersfalling.
Under rumbleof their homes
They breathetheir last prayer
Inthesoil of their land

They shed their final tear

Jenin, Jenin

| wokeup in asweat
Jenin, Jenin

| saw my sister dying.

In her nursesuniform
Shewent out ontheroad.

She'd heard hisanguished
SCreams
But they shot her down socold.

Jenin, Jenin

| seetheir bloodied hands.
Jenin, Jenin

On billsfrom western land.
It’ll buy them theshells

That areburiedin our hearts.
It’1l takeaway our land
Andripour livesapart.

Jenin, Jenin

| feel anew day’srising
Jenin, Jenin

| know thejustice coming

Joel Winter

and its Member States have become
the accomplices of this genocide.

In Canada, the “great” countries
of theworld are meeting to consider
thefuture of theworld, or sothey tell
us. Will they be capable, on the
1,000th day of genocide in the heart
of Europe, tolend an ear and respond
to the umpteenth appeal from Mr.
Maskhadov, thelegitimate President
of Chechnya?Or will they prefer once
againto pretend to believethe crimi-
nal claim that the Chechens were
fighting in Afghanistan by the side
of the Talebans? For the survivorsin
Chechnya and for Russian democ-
racy thisisnothing less than aques-
tion of lifeor death. Isit the samefor
us, the democrats of the West?’

An abridged statement by Olivier
Dupuis, Member of the European
Perliament.

Source: www.radical party.org

Stop Fascism
in India,
Now!

Much time has passed, and no
international relief organisation has
started any relief work in Gujarat de-
spiterequests made by Human Right
Watch. Over six thousand Muslims
in Gujarat, India, have been killed
while thousands are missing. More
than 210,000 are living in refugee
camps, and property damage has
been estimated at over 40 billion ru-
pees. Although the killing, looting,
and burning continue, Indian media
does not cover these issues and the
Indian government hasfailed to bring
an end to the genocide.

The police are not helping in
bringingjusticeinto thelivesof many
who protested and gave information
about killersand rapists. The Human
Rights Organization (http://
www.hrw.org/reports/2002/indi&/)
confirm that Hindus, with full sup-
port from Indian policeforcesand the
state and national governments, are
destroying Gandhi’s India and
putting in peril its one billion inhab-
itants. It isthe duty of all peace lov-
ing people to put pressure on India.

What can you do?

The best thing to do at the mo-
ment is volunteer your time and
money, and organize a long-term
struggle against Hindu fascism.
Along with that, establish a dialog
with Hindu-Americansto develop a
broader anti fascist aliance. Seehttp:/
/www.ektaonline.org/cac/. Start a
dia og with NOW, www.now.org, re-
garding the campaign of rape of
Muslim Indian women during the
current ethnic cleansing. See also
‘http://www.imannet.com/articles/
survivorspeak.html It isvery impor-
tant to educate Muslims of other
backgrounds so they understand
what is going on. Approach masjids
that cater to various ethnic groups
in the Muslim community, they can
also help in this effort. Form an
ImanNet groupinyour city or masjid

Increased Hostility Against EU Muslims

by Ayesha Ahmad

Washington, May 23
(IsamOnline) Accordingto areport
released Thursday, May 23,by aEu-
ropean racism-monitoring body, Is-
lamic communitiesand other vulner-
able groups have become targets of
increased hostility since 11 Septem-
ber, said Bob Purkiss, the chair of the
European Monitoring Center on Rac-
ism and Xenophobia(EUMC).

A greater sense of fear among
the general population has exacer-
bated already existing prejudicesand
fuelled acts of aggression and har-
assment across Europe.

The new report, entitled
Islamophobiain the EU, which was
presented at the European Commis-
sion, reviews changes in attitudes
and acts against Muslims from Sep-
tember 11 until the end of the year
2001, according to an EUMC press
release.

“An atmosphere has been cre-
ated where Muslims have to justify
themselves that they are not terror-
ists,” Beate Winkler, director of the
Vienna-based EUMC, was quoted as
sayinginareport by Agence France-
Presse (AFP).

“There have been verbal attacks
widely reported in all [European
Union]member states,” she said dur-
ing a press conference. “Especially,
women and young peoplein schools
have been victims and targets’ of
these attacks.

The EUMC began a program of
monitoring racism against Muslims
September 12, 2001, according to the
report. National Focal Points (NFPs)
in each of the 15 EU member states
were asked to look at acts of violence
and aggression, as well as changes
in attitude, of the EU populations
towards Muslims and any other
group that might become a new tar-
get related to the events of Septem-
ber 11.

Racism and xenophobia against
Muslims and others after 9/11 were
more prominent in Britain, Denmark,
the Netherlands and Sweden,
Winkler said in the AFP report; in
other states, notably Austria, Ger-
many, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg and
Portugal, little increase in xenopho-
bi c sentiment from before September
11 was noted.Denmark noted that
much of what occurred post-Septem-
ber 11 drew heavily upon pre-exist-

Since Sept. 11

ent manifestations of widespread
Islamophobic and xenophobic atti-
tudes. In Denmark, Austria, Germany,
Ireland and the Netherlands, among
others, the separate country reports
noted that women who wore hijab
(Islamic headcovering) were particu-
larly vulnerable to attacks because
they were visually identifiable as
Mudlims.

The hijab seemsto have become
the primary visual identifier asatar-
get for hatred, the report said, with
Muslim women being routinely
abused and attacked across those
countries in the EU where Muslim
women could be identified in this
way. This occurred even in Portugal,

that will participateinthefollowing:

- Distributing ImanNet Action
Alertsin print

- Adopting oneinternational hu-
man rightsor refugee organi zation for
the next six monthsto beginadialog
on humanrightsin India.

- Organizing an exhibit toinform
Muslimsin your area.

- Donating for the ongoing ef-
forts.

- Putting up flyers for
ImanNet.com on the notice boards
at magjids.

Hewho kneels before Allah |
ne. |
f life, the |
a — but

eriod. I

Gujrat: The
Rural Trauma

By Dionne Bunsha,
www.frontlineonnet.com

“CLEANSE thevillage of cow-
eaters. Remove al Muslims. Chase
themandkill them,” theloudspeaker
blared out this grim message in
Pandharvadavillagein Panchmahal,
where the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
was holding a public meeting. Per-
sonnel of the local police and adis-
trict official, who were present there,
sat on the sidelines, drinking tea or
talking,soaking in the atmosphere.
Pandharvada’'s Muslims stayed
away, fearing theworst. Threeweeks
later, VHP supporterscarried out their

threat. Around 21 people were
killed when the Muslim bastisin the
village were burned. The survivors
fled. The VHP had achieved its end.

Akhtar Husain Sayyed, who sur-
vived the Pandharvada attack, nar-
ratesthis chilling talein Godhra, 85
km from his village, where he has
taken shelter in a relative’s house.
Two membersof hisfamily aremiss-
ing. His mother and sister escaped
being burned aliveby amaobled by a
local Bharatiya Janata Party activist.

The elderly Nathubhai Sheikh
saw his two sons being hacked to
death.When amaob attacked Muslims
in Pandharvada, heranintothefields
where he saw histwo sons being at-
tacked with swords. Histhird sonis
missing. “I hidinthewildernessfor a
few days, until themilitary found me
and took me to the Lunawada relief
camp. Fromthere, oneof my relatives
from Godhra brought me to his
house,” he said.

In the violence that followed the
burning of a compartment of the
Sabarmati Express, rural Gujarat wit-
nessed heinous attacks on
Muslims.It is for the first time that
communal violence has spread to
tribal districts such as Panchmahal
and Sabarkantha. In the 1990 and
1992 communal riots, other areasin
rural Gujarat were affected but not
these districts. This time, however,
since the attacks are apparently part
of the Sangh Parivar’s diabolic de-
sign, the ‘cleansing’ process has
been extended to villages. Most
cases of violence were well-orches-
trated attacks. They did not involve
a clash between two communities.
Muslimswere systematically hunted
and attacked.

athoughit waslimited to verbal as-
saults in other countries, Muslim
women were reported to have been
spat at or had their hijabsripped off.
But in Portugal, the NFPrelated the
extremely low levels of hostility to
the historical relationship between
Portugal and Islam [and] the inte-
gration of Portuguese Muslimsinto
wider society.

Other acts of aggression in-
cluded death threats, vandalism and
destruction of mosques and other
Muslim establishments, stereotyped
media reports and a sharp increase
in anti-1slam messages and postings
on the Internet.

However, the report also took
note of positive reactions and steps
taken by EU populations, such as
appeals from government officials
and interfaith, intercultural dia-
logues.

In Sweden, a Swedish Commit-
tee Against Islamophobia was
launched; the UKsNFP cited sensi-
tive policing and co-operation in
crime prevention between police
forces and local Muslim communi-
ties as a factor in reducing attacks
whilePrimeMinister Tony Blair con-
demned such attacks very strongly;
and Austria’'s NFP found that dia-
logues between Muslim and Chris-
tian communitiesin Vienna opened
arange of seminarsand discussions.
Thereport makes recommendations
to the EU nations based on these
examples of good practice in over-
coming fearsand tackling prejudice,
calling on communities to host cul-
tural events, universitiesto host lec-
tures and discussions and other
faith communitiesto get involvedin
interfaith programs.

Refugeesin India
between arock
and ahard place

The Indian government is
planning to shut down all refugee
camps in Gujarat by the end of
June. This despite the fact that
many of the over 250,000 refugees
in these camps have nowhere to
go or are too frightened to leave.
The government saysit will stop
al supply of food and water to
these camps.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/
english/world/south_asia/
newsid 2058000/2058725.sm

The government’s compensa-
tion plan for lost lives and prop-
erty is not compelling enough to
motivate peopleto return to their
homes. One man said it was not
even enough to buy plastic
sheeting to protect afamily from
therain.

Some Muslims say they have
chosen to stay onin relief camps
because they have been warned
by Hindu neighbours not to re-
turn. Muslims who have dared to
return home say they have been
shocked by the graffiti on the
wallsof their housesand mosgues
warning them of further attacks.

http://indiabroad.rediff.com/
news/2002/jun/22train.htm
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CIC Organises
Canadian Islam
Awareness Week

The Canadian Ilamic Congress
is organizing a national “Canadian
Islam Awareness (TM) Week”, Oc-
tober 20- 27, 2002.

In anticipation of national recog-
nition for this country’s 650,000 Mus-
lims, the CIC has trademarked the
name “ Canadian 1slam Awareness’
and is already planning a national
week of special events to “provide
opportunitiesfor Canadiansto reflect
on and learn more about all facets of
Idam.”

Canadian |dlam Awareness Week
would showcase the true diversity
of this country’s multicultural real-
ity, since Muslims in Canada come
not only from the Middle East, but
can also trace their origins back to
Europe, Africa, the Americas, Asia
and Aboriginal nations.

The Congress has previously
stated that “it is appropriate to es-
tablish Canadian Islam Awareness
Week in October each year, theweek
following Canadian Thanksgiving, to
mark the contributions of Canadian
Muslims — their faith, culture, his-

tory and arts.” It would also provide
anidea pportunity for Muslim coun-
tries, especially those represented
through the diplomatic community,
to share their heritage, culture, his-
tory, and arts.

In 2002, Canadian Islam Aware-
ness Week is being planned for the
week of October 20. A detailed cal-
endar of eventswill be posted at the
ClICweb page:

http://www.canadianislamic
congress.com and registration of
events can be done by logging on:
http://www.canadianislamic
congress.com/addevent.php

Muslim communitiesfrom coast
to coast are being invited to organ-
izelocal activitiesto be added to the
national calendar of events.

Among several first-ever events
being planned for thisyear Canadian
Islam Awareness Week, will bease-
ries of public Qur’anic recitations
hosted by the CIC in several major
Canadian cities, featuring profes-
sional reciters from Canada and
abroad.

In the Muslim world, leading
Qur’ anic reciters are celebrities and
their beautiful vocal presentations of
Islamic holy scripturedraw large au-
diences of Muslims and non-Mus-
limsdike.

Mississaugayouth take the lead

Reported by Ayesha Jawaid

A brilliant conference was pre-
sented by the Mississauga youth,
whichwasuniqueinthe sensethat it
was organized by a group of young,
dedicated and hard working high
school  students.

Anevent unlike any other, it was
attended by Muslimsaswell asnon-
Muslims from various backgrounds
of knowledge with a goal to learn,
acquireand apply. Thegreat panelist
of speakers consisted of Hussein
Hamdani, Yonette Duarte, AsmaAli,
Romineh Dawood, MashelleK aukab,
Omar Rashid, Hasrat Ghafoor, Jeawan
Chanicka and key-note speaker
Abdul-Rehman Malik, who gave ef-
fectivetips, taught basic and impor-
tant skills and inspired the young
audience.

The speakers addressed four
main topics: “Public Speaking”,
“Time Management and Goal Set-
ting”, “ Conflict Resolution” and “In-
ter-personal Skills”.

The audience of approximately
150 were in awe and taken away by
the amazing organization of this
uniqueevent. Sr. Maria, aparticipant,
comments: “ | have never beento an
event like this before, | think it was
really good, and | am so happy | de-
cided to come!”

The event was organized strictly
by dedicated youth who did every-
thing from A to Z with the help of
their advisor, Sumble Kaukab, asec-
ondary school teacher. Starting with
no funds they eventually managed
to acquire a beautiful venue, lots of
great food, and informational pack-
ages that gave the event a well-de-
served professional look. Also
present were several community or-
ganizations such as MY NA, Young
Muslims, CAIR Canada and many
MSA booths from high schools and
universitiesalike.

The conference underlined an
Islamic basis that emphasized the
necessity of leadership amongst our
community, and especially amongst
the new generation as Canadian
Muslims. Everyoneleft with asense
of confidence, strength and perse-
verance. A brother from Erindale S.S.
commented: “This conference was
GREAT...redly! Can you give me
someinformation on how to start an
MSA at my high school?” If this
young group of dedicated leaders
were able to address the community
with such a great accomplishment,
thenitistimefor usall to get up, get
active, and become the leaders of
tomorrow!

National Muslim Group offers Islamic

perspective on Stem Cell research

Group says new Bill ‘does a reasonable job of
balancing competing ethical interests’

(The Canadian office of the Coun-
cil on American-lslamic Relations
(CAIR-CAN) hasoffered an Islamic
perspective on the stem cell research
debate. It welcomed certain provi-
sions of the government’s proposed
new human reproduction Bill and ex-
pressed reservations regarding oth-
ers.

The Bill, tabled on Friday, May
10, 2002, forbidsthe creation of em-
bryos expressly for research pur-
poses and all forms of cloning. Un-
der thenew law, researcherswill have
to apply to anew agency for access
to extra embryos that will be dis-
carded at fertility clinics. Full consent
must be given by the couple, and no
money can be

exchanged for the creation or use
of theembryos. Thelaw would also
ban all forms of commercial surro-
gacy, including the selling of human
sperm or egg.

The Islamic perspective was ar-
ticulated by the North American Figh
Council which comprises Sunni
Muslim scholars trained in Islamic
jurisprudence. The Figh Council
ruled last year that embryonic stem
cell research was permissible under
three conditions:

1) Noin-vitrofertilization (IVF)
may be performed for the purpose of
supplying stem cellsfor research.

2) Whenever IVF is needed to
deal with the problem of infertility,
the sperm and ovum must be taken

Quebec should
accommodate
Kirpan

Muslim advocacy group CAIR-
CAN wrotein astatement. “ Preserv-
ing and promoting safety and har-
mony in our school system is essen-
tial. However, we should not use
these objectives as a pretext to in-
fringe on the religious rights of mi-
nority groups. There are no reports
of students in Canada using the
kirpan asaweapon. Infact, Sikhsare
forbidden to use the kirpan to attack
others. In the Sikh tradition, the
kirpan is ceremonial and represents
adedication to inner strength rather
thantheability to resort to violence.”

1. GiveAllahwhat'sright — .i

I not what's left. I

I 2. Man's way leads to a I

I hopeless end — Allah’'s way I
|eads to an endless hope.

I 3 Alotof knedingwill keep |

you in good standing. I

fromamarried couple.

3) Asfertility clinicsfertilizemore
than one ovum to increase the
chances of success, unused embryos
that will be destroyed may be used
for research provided that this is
doneinthefirst few daysafter fertili-
zation and provided further that the
unused embryos are donated with-
out financial return.

The Figh Council ruling, which
reflects the majority opinion of Is-
lamic scholars worldwide, also em-
phasized that “whenever possible,
research on stem cells taken from
adults should be encouraged.” Re-
cent advances in adult stem cell re-
search have shown promising results
once thought to be possible only
through embryonic stem cells.

CAIR-CAN expressed reserva-
tions regarding the proposed time
limit of 14 daysfor the development
of the embryo outside the uterus.
The consensus among | slamic schol-
arsisthat theembryo should be used
within the first few days of concep-
tion.

“Islam fully supportsthefinding
of curesfor illnesses such as cancer,
Parkinson’sdiseaseand juveniledia-
betes,” stated CAIR-CAN Board
member Dr. Wael Haddara.

“Stem cell use, however, must be
balanced with the sanctity of life. The
new Bill does a reasonable job of
balancing competing ethical inter-
ests,” he added.

Social Justice walk
to end Racism,
Repression and
War

July 20-25th, 2002, from Ham+
ilton to Toronto

The 2002 Amnesty International
Report states: “In many parts of the
world people have suffered racist at-
tacks because of their appearance
and/or their religion. In the name of
fighting ‘international terrorism’,
governments have rushed to intro-
duce draconian new measures that
threaten the human rights of their
own citizens, immigrants and refu-
gees... Such measures are likely to
stifle dissent and curtail basic
freedoms. For thisreason, they must
be resisted.”

Organized by Homesnot Bombs,
Toronto Action for Social Change,
and Hamilton Action for Social
Change- all non-violent direct action
groups. For information call 416-651-
5800 or e-mail: tasc@web.ca

Pork Gelatin in
Kellogg's

After the word spread over the
internet that Kellogg's Cornflakes
has pork productsinit, the company
was contacted.

Representative from Kellogg's
Consumer Services, Emma Dobbin
confirmed that the Kellogg's Brands
which contain pork gelatin are
Kellogg's Rice Krispies Squares,
Kellogg's Rice Krispies Chocolate
Squares and Kelloggs PopTarts.
Kellogg's Frosted Wheats breakfast
cereal contains beef gelatin.

Gelatin is listed on the ingredi-
ents panel.

Understanding after
Hostility

Albany, NY - Muslimsin Capital
Region say atmosphere of suspicion
after Sept. 11 has given way to ac-
ceptance. Last fall, Ahmed Nisar had
wordsof fear and anger hurled at him.
“You guysare bombing my country,”
the convenience store owner heard
customers say after Sept 11...

The ugliness unleashed against
Muslim convenience store workers
intheimmediate aftermath of theter-
rorist attacks on New York and the
Pentagon has given way to greater
understanding. Shopkeeperswho felt
the sting of prejudice now say peo-
ple treat them with more fairness.
And policereport adramatic decline
in recent months in the number of
reportsand arrestson charges of bias
crimesagainst Muslimsin the Capi-
tal Region.

U.S.bomb kills
scores of Afghans

KABUL, Afghanistan, July 1 —
A source from the Afghan Ministry
of Defense told NBC News that a
bomb dropped by aU.S. planekilled
at least 250 members of an Afghan
wedding party in an attack on avil-
lage in Uruzgan province southeast
of Kabul on Monday. Pentagon offi-
cials confirmed that an errant bomb
was dropped during a bombing run
over a suspected enemy target in
southern Afghanistan overnight.
U.S. officials also acknowledged
there have been reports of civilian
casualties but said they have no de-
tailsyet on the numbersof injured or
dead.

Source: http://www.msnbc.com/
news/627086.asp

All articles in The Ambition are
well researched.
Being human, we may
overlook something.
If this happens, please call us
and correct our mistakes.
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..Mercy upon them

Churches called
uponto reach out
to Mulisms

In response to recent well-pub-
licized remarks by some religious
leaders that have been highly criti-
cal of Islam, American Baptist
ChurchesUSA General Secretary A.
Roy Medley iscalling on American
Baptists to reject such insensitive
actions and to affirm their tradition
of respect for people of other reli-
gions.

In a statement issued today,
Medley said, “AsGeneral Secretary
of the American Baptist Churches,
USA, | am deeply saddened by re-
marks made by some Baptist lead-
ers and other Christians that have
maligned the Islamic faith and reli-
gion. Historically American Bap-
tists, while deeply committed to the
unique truth of the Christian Gos-
pel, have stood for freedom of reli-
gious expression and practice. As
Baptistswe respect thefaiths of oth-
ers and have benefited from dialog
and cooperative work with people
of other faiths, especially on such
issues of common concern as peace
and justice.”

Food Bazar At TARIC

On the 26" of May, Taric Is-
lamic Centre had avery fun-filled
afternoon at its I nternational Food
Fair. There was great food and
great fun with a crowd of people.
As everyone came together, they
met old friends and made acouple
new ones. With happy chatter and
a friendly atmosphere, the event
was oneto remember!

Continued from page 15

gotta be home by 4 pm sharp,
or else!” He squeaks out the
last sentence, imitating his
mother, and the boys laugh.
“But I'll drop you guys over
anyway,” he adds.

As Ibrahim steps through
the front door, the clock
strikes five. The house is
blanketed with an eerie si-
lence - something Ibrahim is
not used to. He wonders
where everyone is, feeling a
bit lonesome, as he had ex-
pected to be greeted with
his mother’s shouts and an-
gry words. This is usually
what happened when he came
home late. Instead, he no-
tices a note on the fridge
reading, ‘We've gone without
you after waiting for an
hour. There's food in the
fridge - some chicken and
noodles. Help yourself. We
should be home at around
ten. Love, Mom." He looks
at the clock - 5:05. Guilt
shoots up through Ibrahim’s
heart, as this is the first
time his mother has ever
done this. She would always
wait for him no matter how
late he would come home.
Ibrahim decides to meet
them up at the mosque in-
stead, and heads back out
the door.

It is 5:40 pm by the time
Ibrahim parks his car out-

11

side the Masjid and enters
through its front gates. He
tries to recall the Du'a said
when entering a mosque that
his mother had taught him as
a child, but his memory fails
him. Feeling ashamed,
Ibrahim takes off his shoes
wearily and places them on
the rack beside thirty other
pairs.

As he enters the hall,
recitations of the Qur'an fil-
ter through to his ears. They
are beautiful, he thinks, in
comparison to the loud
noises he has been exposing
his ears to all day - peace-
ful, melodious, and soothing.
Ibrahim sits down beside an
old man - ‘must be in his sev-
enties,’ he thinks to himself.
The recitation has ended and
the boy, a young lad about
ten years old, begins to read
the translation:

“And We have enjoined
on man (to be dutiful and
good) to his parents. His
mother bore him in weakness
and hardship upon hardship,
and his weaning is in two
years - give thanks to Me
and to your parents, — unto
Me is the final destination.”
(31:14)

These Words of Allah
slap Ibrahim in the face - as
though the boy is directing
them to him. Ibrahim’s heart

softens with the Mercy of
Allah, and cries out at him.
This is only the beginning of
what Ibrahim will find as a
“cleansing experience”.

The Sheikh, a tall and
sturdy man, with greying
hairs on his head and beard,
rises to thank the boy for his
beautiful recitation, and
then stands before the
crowd of both young and old.
He is a powerful, strong and
wise man in Ibrahim's eyes,
whom Ibrahim has had great
respect for since his child-
hood. The first words that
the Sheikh speaks are
through a Hadith:

Narrated Abu Hurairah
(RA): A man came to Allah’s
Messenger (SAW) and said,
“O Allah’s Messenger! Who
is more entitled to be
treated with the best com-
panionship by me?” The
Prophet (SAW) said, “Your
mother.” The man said, “Who
is next?” The Prophet
(SAW) said, “Your mother.”
The man further said, “Who
is next?” The Prophet
(SAW) said, “Your mother.”
The man asked (for the
fourth time), “Who is next?”
The Prophet (SAW) said,
“Your father.” (Bukhari)

Ibrahim suddenly wakes
with a startle - his legs are
bare and cold, and he real-
izes that it was just a dream

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

- but one that was true, for
everything he had seen that
day was what had happened
the previous day. Getting up,
he pulls shut the window and
pulls the blanket over him-
self, and shuts his eyes
again, this time begging Al-
lah for His Mercy and For-
giveness:

(The Prophet (pbuh), on
the authority of Shaddad bin
Aus (RA) has said that the
following is the most supe-
rior way of asking for for-
giveness from Allah. If
somebody recites this dur-
ing the day with firm faith
in it, and dies on the same
day before the evening, he
will be from the people of
Paradise; and if somebody
recites it at night with firm
faith in it, and dies before
the morning, he will be from
the people of Paradise.) O
Allah, You are my Lord!
None has the right to be
worshipped but You. You cre-
ated me and I am Your slave,
and I am faithful to my cov-
enant and my promise (to
You) as much as I can. |
seek refuge with You from
all the evil I have done. I ac-
knowledge before You all
the blessings You have be-
stowed upon me, and I con-
fess to You all my sins. So |
entreat You to forgive my
sins, for nobody can forgive
sins except You. (Bukhari)*
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Remembering Death and
the Afterlife

Said ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz
(radhi Allahu ‘anh), the pious cal-
iph, inoneof hissermons. “ For every
voyage there must be provisions,
therefore adopt the fear of God
(taqwa) as provisions for your voy-
age fromthisWorld (dunya) into the
Afterlife (akhira). Be as though you
had seen the reward and punishment
which God has prepared: harbour
longing and fear! Do not suffer your
time to grow long for you lest your
hearts become hard and you grow
submissive before your enemy (the
devil), for by God, the person who
does not know whether he will
awaken at the end of the night, or
live through the morning to the
evening, can have no high hopes, for
it may be that between these times
lie the hooks of fate.

How many men have | seen, and
haveyou all seen, who were beguiled
by thisworld; yet contentment isthe
lot only of hewhoiscertain of deliv-
erance from the punishment of God
(exaltedisHe!). Only themanwhois
safe from the terrors of the Day of

Arising can be content. As for the
person who dresses hisor her wound
only to be afflicted by another com-
ing from adifferent direction, how can
he be cheerful ?

| ask God's protection from en-
joining upon you something which |
forbid myself, for then my transac-
tion (with God) would beinloss, and
my fault would stand revealed, and
my indigence would be plain on that
Day when wealth and poverty shall
stand forth, and when the Scales are
erected.

You have been burdened with
something which would cause the
very stars to fall were they to be
charged likewise, and the mountains
to melt down and the earth to beriven
asunder.

"Know you not that there exists
no degree between Heaven and Hell,
and that you are voyaging either to
one or the other?”

[ from “Kitab Dhikr al-Mawt wa
ma Ba dahu” by Imam al-Ghazzali
Jtranslated by T.J.Winter, Islamic
Texts Society, Cambridge, 1995]

5,000 copies of The Ambition are printed and
distributed every two months in and around
Toronto, including Burlington, Oakville, Erinmills in
the West and Oshawa, Markham and Richmond
Hill. You can pick up your free copy at many
mosques and Muslim grocery stores.

Twenty Pence!!

Several yearsago an lmammoved
to London, United Kingdom. He of -
ten took the bus from his home to
the downtown area. Some weeks af-
ter hearrived, hehad occasiontoride
the same bus. When he sat down, he
discovered that the driver had acci-
dentally given him a twenty pence
(aka'tuppence’)too much change. As
he considered what to do, he thought
to himself, you better givethe twenty
pence back. It would be wrong to
keep it. Then he thought, “Oh, for-
getit, it'sonly tuppence. Whowould
worry about thislittleamount? Any-
way the bus company already gets

too much fare; they will never miss
it. Accept it asagift from Allah (swt)
and keep quiet.” When his stop
came, the Imam paused momentarily
at the door, and then he handed the
twenty pence back to the driver and
said, “Here, you gave me too much
change’. Thedriver withasmile, re-
plied,

“Aren’'t youthenew Imaminthis
area? | have been thinking lately
about going to worship at your
Mosque. | just wanted to see what
you would do, if | gave you too
much change.” When the Imam
stepped off the bus, his knees be-

Muslims may return
under terms

Muslimsareunder siegeinIndia.
After seeing horrific acts committed
against their loved ones, they are
being forced to sign adocument with
pre-conditioned terms, if they want
to return to whatever is left of their
homes.

“They told uswe can go back to
thevillageonly if wechangeour reli-
gionand becomeHindus,” said Noor
Mohammed, afarmer fromthevillage
of Raichhain western Gujarat state.
“Wewill giveup

Voice of a destitute
and paraplegic person.

Please help J. Igbal, a legal Canadian entrant on a
Mininster's permit who became completely paraplegic in a
car accident. By the Grace of God he survived after long
hospitalization. The insurance company has exhaused all

the specified fund on his treatment.

Now he totally depends on the community for help. He
does not have any access to the OHIP or assistance

until 2004.

Please generously spare even a dollar for him. May God
help you, bless you and reward you in this world and in the
Hereafter. My heartful thanks to those who have donated.

Please make cheques payable to:
Javed Igbal

900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147
Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6
Tel: 416-516-6686

E‘-._*:'.

You may send it directly to his bank account no.
3140340, transit no. 16042-004, TD Bank,
948 St. Clair Ave. W., Toronto, Ont. M6C 1C8

our lives but we
will never give
up our religion.”
Many have
been raped and
slaughtered by
Hindus in small
villages. One 19
year old who
was raped by
threeHindumen
in her village,
grieves over her
family of 14, who
were murdered
in a forest in
Randhikpur vil-
lage, 160km (100
miles) north of
Gujarat’s main
c ity ,
Ahmedabad.
The Hindus
of Kadwal, avil-
lage 250 km
north of
Ahmedabad,
have dictated
their own terms
that Muslims, if
return to their
home must not
kill cows (con-
sidered sacred
by Hindus) or
eat beef and do
not allow new
Muslims to set-
tleinthevillage,
among others.
came weak and
soft, he had to
grab the nearest
light pole and
held on for sup-
port, and looked
up to the heav-
ens and cried:
“Oh Allah, | a-
most sold You
and Islam for
twenty pence!”
The Prophet
said: “ Do not
consider even
the smallest
good deed as
unimportant,
even if it's only
meeting your
brother with a
cheerful face.” —
(reported by
Abu Dharr.)
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FORUM FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
Registered Charity No.1244390

Invites you to the

14th Annual Islamic Dawah Conference
in Canada

The conference folloed by a workshop will be held from 13
to 14 July and conducted by Br. Daud Musa Pidcock. This
workshop is one you wouldn’t want to miss. It's open to
brothers and sisters and the admission is free.
Venue: OISE Auditorium
252 Bloor St. W., Toronto (St. George Subway)
2PM-8.30PM (Saturday)
1PM-8.30PM(Sunday)

SPEAKERS: *DR. JAMAL BADAWI * IMAM SIRAJ
WAHHAJ *DR. ABDULLAH HAKIM QUICK *DR. AHMAD
SAKR * BR. DAUD MUSA PIDCOCK *SR.TASNEEM
ZAMAN * BR. FAISAL A.RAZAK AND OTHERS

For further details please call: Br. Faisal: 905-790-6734 or
Br. Tanweer on 416-319-5059 (After 8th July) Or Visit the
website www.ffss.org

Forgiveness

Continued from page

level cannot be attained except by
those who practice Sabr, nor it can
be attained except by those who
posses a great share of (magnanim-
ity).” (41:35)

Our Prophet was the most excel-
lent exampl e of winning the hearts of
people by forgiving them when he
had power and by responding in the
most unexpectedly better manner
when wronged. In addition to our
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Prophet
Yousuf was another excellent exam-
ple of forgiving behaviour. In re-
sponseto all thewrongs done by his
brothers, when he had power to set-
tle the scores, he forgave them with
the following words:"No blame will
there be upon you today.” (12:92)

At the conquest of Makkah when
our Prophet had power of life and
death over his persecutors, he for-
gavethemwith the samewords: “No
blame will there be upon you today.
Go. You arefree.”

However, the following points
must be clearly understood before
one assumesthat |slamic encourage-
ment of forgiveness applies carte
blanche to every situation on the
earth:

* A person can forgive only a

Third Innual Islamic
Summer School for

Children

From Monday July 8thto Thurs-
day August 8th, 2002, Courses of-
fered are Memorizaiton of the
Quraan, Hadith, Seerah, Ageedah,
Du'ah & Athkaar, etc...,

Morning Session: 9:30 amto 2:00
pm, afternoon Session: 2:30 pm to
6:30 pm. Children age 7 to 15 years
old arewelcome.

Feeisonly $100.00 per child.

Location: Masjid Khalid Bin
walid, 16 Bethridge Road, Toront. For
info, cal(416) 745-2888 or

e-mail: www.khalidmosque.com,
or youth@khalidmosgue.com,

crime, wrongdoing, excess or trans-
gression against one’'s own person,
not for another adult Muslim.

* Forgiveness must be voluntary,
without any pressure. Often, while
settling disputes, people pressurethe
victim to forgive and forget. This
specially happenswhenthevictimis
aweak member of the society while
the perpetrator is an influential or
powerful person, and people tend to
pressure the victim to let the matter
go, without seeking justice, apology,
retribution or compensation. In such
situations, avictim may do so under
pressure, but it will keep bothering
him inside that justice was not done
for him. It also encourages the per-
petrator to violate rights of other
weaker persons because he can get
away withit. Hence, for ensuring jus-
tice for everyone, for peace of the
society and for discouraging exploit-
ive behaviour on the part of the
strong and influential, Islam stands
forcefully withthevictiminsuch situ-
ation. Thisprinciplewasclearly com-
municated by Abu Bakr, may Allah
be pleased with him, when he deliv-
ered hisopening address asthe chief
of thebelievers. "Theweakest among
youisthestrongest to meuntil | have
ensured that his rights have been
fulfilled; while the strongest of you
istheweakest to meuntil | havemade
him appropriately deliver hisobliga-
tions.”

Even a government, court, head
of astate/country, arbitrator, concili-
ator, etc. has no authority to forgive
a punishment or retribution against
acrime unlessthe victim forgivesit
without any pressure or coercion.
Theduty of apolitical, judicial or an
arbitration authority isto deliver jus-
tice, not to make compromises or
pressure peopleinto making compro-
mises. That isagainst justice because
a compromise favours the perpetra-
tor at the expense of thevictim. This
right of thevictim, regardless of how
insignificant the violation is, is so
sacred that even Allah will honour it
onthe Day of Judgment. Hewill not
forgive even the most minute viola-

“The Inner Struggle of the Self”

Continued from page 1

Prophet (pbuh) summarizeshismis-
sioninan authentic Hadith inwhich
he says, “I have been surely sent
only to complete the most excellent
ways of akhlaaq”. The meaning of
the term akhlaaq is something we
shall come to soon.

It is important that we always
keep in mind that the day we were
born, we born to die! We were
brought into this world to go on a
journey back hometo Jannah where
we originated, and Allah has put
within us all, the instinct to want to
go home — safely. The only way to
go home safely isto attain alevel of
akhlaaq that will enable usto change
our nafs (self), that has lowered it-
self, rebelled, and left home. Yet in
His Infinite Mercy, Allah tells us,
rectify that nafs, and you can come
back home safely —thistimeforever,
and this is why the Prophet (pbuh)
cameto help us.

Akhlaaq is the plural of khulug
and khalg. Al-khalg means your ex-
ternal physical appearance/image,
whereas khuluq refersto your inter-
nal image. We must beauttify and rec-
tify our khulug, yet often times in
thisconsumerist, materialistic, indi-
vidualistic society of appearances,
and sometimes deception—we beau-
tify ourselves only physically. Fur-
thermore, these dayswe are ‘ health
conscious and so we go to doctors,
do as they say, endure pain, and so
forth in order to take care of our
physical bodies. We have plenty of
water in this country, Masha' Allah,
and take showers every morning,
and every evening, and people that
do not are considered unclean —and
wejoketo such peoplewho say they
haven't bathed, telling them they
‘stink’. This stink can be discerned
by the physical olfactory
properties...the Nose, and can be
perceived by the physical eye.

Yet many of usdo not take aspir-
itual ‘nafs’ shower to cleanse the
nafs every morning and every
evening. No, we don’t do this eve-
ryday, many of usdon’t do it every
week, month, or year —and many of
us have never taken a spiritual
shower, and forgive me, but frankly,

westink! The Prophet (pbuh) and the
‘ulamaa’ (scholars) speak of this
smell that emanates from the filth of
the nafs, and thisfilthishawaa (de-
sire). Whenwefollow the nafs, when
wegiveit what it wants, we are con-
sequently led to commit sinsagainst
Allah, the Prophet (pbuh), and our-
selves. These sins are the contami-
nants, impurities, and pollutants of
our nafs and of our galb [spiritual
heart] — and as long as they remain
therein, we shall never makeit back
homesafely - wewill have had avery
unsuccessful trip.

This is why the Prophet (pbuh)
came to help us rectify that nafs, in
order that it comes back to Allahin
peace, serenity, balance, stability,
and isthusin astate of tuma’ niinah
[serenity]. Allah says, “ Oh satisfied,
peaceful nafs, return to your Rabb,
satisfied, and made satisfied — enter
among my servantsinto My Jannah”.

Our nafs will never reach this
state until we are aware of theimpu-
rities that cover it and veil it so that
we are able to remove them as we
remove filth from our physical bod-
ies. We must attain a balance be-
cause our concernfor thephysical is
far greater than our concern for the
inner nafs. Yet Allah says that it is
only the heart that is in a state of
inaabah (repentance) when it
reaches Allah that will be satisfied
by His presence.

In our current state we are going
onaseriously downhill journey dur-
ing which wearelosing the energies
needed to help us in the heavenly
journey upwardsto Allah. To under-
stand thisfactual statement, we have
been given Allah's physical laws of
the universe, but many of uslook at
the physical world detached fromits
Creator and the ‘other’ world until
we die, and therefore we will never
taste the greatness of the pleasures
of this world. As one early scholar
has said, “the people of this dunya
whose objectives were more of the
happiness of this dunya, never at-
tained the greatest happiness of this
dunya: what isit?—Longing for Al-
lah. There is a Jannah in this dunya
said two other scholars (whosoever
does not know of it, and has not

tion of rights of people unless they
were voluntarily forgiven in the
world. Hewill administer perfect jus-
ticeand settleall violations of rights
by transferring an appropriate
amount of balances of peoplée’s vir-
tues and sins, to each other as the
case may be.

* Evenin caseswherethereisno
identifiablevictim, Judiciary doesnot
have any right to forgive any viola-
tion of law without meting out the
minimum punishment prescribed by
thelaw.

Similarly there can beno leniency
in case of a cognizable / indictable
offence for which punishment isal-
ready prescribed in the Qur'an, e.g.
fornication, murder, theft, rape, etc.
Once they are brought to the notice
of theauthorities, they cannot bedis-
pensed without the minimum pre-
scribed punishment, even if the vic-
tim wants to forgive or settle in an-
other way. “Forgive the indictable
offences (Hudood) among your-
selves. Once it reaches me, punish-
ment shall be mandated.” (Aboo
Dawood and Nasaai)

A case of fornication was
brought to the knowledge of the
Prophet after the parties had agreed
toaccept afinancial penaty fromthe
perpetrator. The prophet overruled
the settlement and implemented the
punishment on both partiesinvolved
inthefornication. (Bukhari and Mus-
lim)

‘Aaiyshah reported, “The Mes-
senger of Allah never ever avenged
for himself. However, if Allah’'s
sanctities were violated (important
rules of Islam broken), then he will
avenge (implement punishment) for
Allah.” (Bukhaari and Muslim)

Hence, Islam properly balances
the needs of law, order and justicein
the society and the need of develop-
ing graciousnessin itsadherents. On
the one hand, it encourages the ag-
grieved party to forgive to create a
more loving and caring environment
inthe society, and, on the other hand,
ensures peace and security of the
society and integrity of the system
through proper provision of justice
to the wronged party/victim and
through strict enforcement of justice.

tasted of it shall never taste the
Jannah of the Hereafter: what isit?—
The sweetness and happiness that
comesinthegalb by longing for Al-
lah (Mighty and Magjestic). It issaid
that those who are spiritually blind
inthisworld will be even moreblind
inthelifeto come.

Basic science tells us that when
something goesdownhill it loses po-
tential energy, and the lower it goes
themore potential energy it loses. We
also know that when we go uphill we
build potential energy - but many of
usloseit going downhill.

The Ruuh [soul] is not in this
physical world of space/time so it
doesn’t walk downhill, it goes down-
hill by feeding our desires— by giv-
ing the nafswhat it wants, indulging
itindesires, and themore, the steeper.
Itlosesspiritual potential energy, and
itisdifficult torecover. Thisiswhy
sometimeswefindit difficult to stand
up against something we don’t want
to do. It is like the person who has
no energy and his mind tells him to
walk, but the body cannot. Thisisa
nafs that is gabiih (ugly), and the
ugliness continues as we feed the
desires of our nafs, and never return
through tawbah (repentance) to rec-
tify and remedy that nafs, and so we
have developed an ugly nafs, and
ugly khulug. Therefore the actions
of such a person are merely a mani-
festation of this ugly nafs and are
thus also ugly.

So we must go uphill and build
potential energy by going against
thenafsand itsendlessdesires. This
is why the actions of the prophets
were so beautiful and effortless. They
stemmed from a nafs in a state of
beauty, balance, and serenity, and
from apolished heart. Therefore the
build up of potential energy makes
good actions easier.

Allah saysin Surah al-Layl, that
for the one going downhill, goingin
Allah’sway will bedifficult, whereas
for the one going uphill (by good
actions), We will make his path to
Allaheasier.

Khuluq is the state of the nafs
which is rooted (not transient), and
external actions are engendered by
that state with ease — whether good,
or ugly. So people who become an-
gry easily, their khulug isanger. Peo-
ple who are miserly find it easy to
say “no | don't have'. People who
are arrogant find it easy to become
proud, to the extent that such kibr
(pride) is observable on their face!
Thegolden characteristic of ISamis
hayaa , for asthe Prophet (pbuh) said
“every religion has a defining char-
acteristic, and the defining charac-
teristic of Islam ishayaa (modesty,
humbleness, humility.) A person
whose khuluq is hayaa, in contrast
to those mentioned above, will find
it easy to exhibit hayaa with easein
all aspects of life. A personwhois
generousisconstantly generous, not
by giving once or twice, but by al-
ways giving and doing so with ease.
Therefore the khulug may be hasan
(beautiful) or gabiih (ugly), as de-
fined by the Shari‘ah, and we must
work to bring our nafs into a state
that is hasan!

[Insha’ Allah the second part of this
4-part series appearing in the September -
October issue of The Ambition, will look
at “The Various States of the Self and Cul-
tivating its Good.”]
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Finding a Suitable Marriage Partner

Continued from page 1
sponse to them isalways the same —
“So why are not you married yet be-
cause there are a lot of good
practicing Muslims around”. When
| ask themto clarify, the men say that
“she should be beautiful” and the
women say that “he should be se-
curefinancially and have agood job
such as adoctor or alawyer”. Both
sexesalwayswant to know about the
chemistry and about love.

| have an engineering back-
ground and by the nature of my job,
| work with alot of engineers. | find
from these comments that al these
wonderful young eligible Muslim
men are second class when it comes
to marriage because somehow our
young ladies are under the mis-
guided impression that you have to
be a doctor or alawyer to be agood
provider or a good husband. | won-
der what extra courses they teach
theminlaw or medical school to pre-
pare them to be a good spouse? As
for young men, | always ask them
what beautiful means to them, for
beauty isin the eye of the beholder.

Allah created us different with
different tastes and outlook. Holly-
wood might want usto believethat a
woman has to be like a toothpick to
be beautiful or to be accepted, but it
is the inner beauty that lasts a life-
time. Onceyou havelived with some-
one for a short time, you no longer
see the outer beauty. You live and
shareyour lifewith theinner beauty.

Another sad comment | hear from
both men and women is that they
have met some good peopleready to
get married, but those people are
waiting for someone better. What
makes someone better than another
person? The Prophet of Allah (pbuh)
tells us that there is no difference
between one person and another ex-
cept, with Tagwaa (the conscious-
ness of God.)nother issuethat aways
comes up in discussions about find-
ing a spouse is the age of the pro-
spective partner. You alwaysfind an
age range attached to the wish list.
To find this relevance, we should
look at the life of prophet Moham-
med (pbuh). Hisfirst wife, Khadija,
was 15 years older than him, yet he
loved her and cared for her. When
people asked himwhy hedid not take
a second, younger wife (it was cus-

multiple wives), he replied that he
loved her and cared for her and
would not hurt her feelings by tak-
ing another wife. As we follow his
footsteps, wefind hemarried Aaisha,
who was at least 30 years younger
than him. From the two examples,
Allah’'s Messenger (pbuh) istelling
us that age should not be afactor in
choosing a spouse. The right spouse
for you could be a lot older, a lot
younger, or may be the same age.

A man cameto Al-Hassan (Allah
be pleased with him) and asked him
what he should look for in ahusband
for hisdaughter. Al-Hassan told him,
“Seek one who observes and fears
Allah. If helovesher, hewould honor
her, and if he does not love her, he
would not be unfair or unjust to her”.

Anexpression| haveawaysliked
goes as follows “ She spent a long
timelooking for Mr. Right and when
she finally found him, he was look-
ing for Ms. Right (that was not her)”.
Thismeansthat no oneis perfect, so
we should not look for perfection. We
should compromise and focuson the
important things such as observing
and fearing Allah.

| would like now to move to a
point that | heard fromaMuslimsis-
ter that really surprised me, and later
| heard againfrom afew others. This
sister said that she would advise her
daughter not to marry a so-called
good Muslim. When | asked her why,
she said that when she got married,
shemarried aso-called good Muslim
and he abused her and beat her.

~When | asked her how she knew he

was agood Muslim, she said that he
never missed a prayer and he fasted
and paid Zakat.

Omar Bin Alkhatab (Allah be
pleased with him) advised us not to
judge people by their prayers and
their charity deeds, for only knows
their intentions. We should judge
people by their words (do they speak
the truth) and their honour (do they
fulfill promises). | then asked these
ladiesif they looked for these quali-
ties in future spouses. | also asked
the men, who claim to begood Mus-
lims where they learn that Islam al-
lowswife beating. Our Prophet Mo-
hammed (pbuh) never beat or hurt
hiswife, so thiscannot be an accept-
able thing to do.

tomary at the timefor aman to have In the Quran in Surah Al-nisaa
r---------------------1
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(4:34) it says: “ Asto thosewomen on
whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill
conduct, admonish them (first),
(next), refuse to share their beds,
(and last) beat them (lightly); but if
they return to obedience, seek not
against them means (of annoyance):
for Allah is most high, great (above
you all).”

The scholars tell us that “beat-
ing” isonly allowed in extreme cir-
cumstances and that it should be
very lightly, not on the face, should
not hurt and should not leave any
marks. A man asked Allah’'sMessen-
ger (pbuh) “What do you say about
our women?’ Allah’s Messenger
(pbuh) answered, “ Feed them, cloth
them, do not beat them and do not
tell them they areugly.”

SomeMudimsareuncomfortable
discussing the topic of wife beating
and say itisasocial diseasethatisin
all culturesand societiesand not just
inthe Muslim society. It isclear that
from the footsteps of Allah's Mes-
senger (peace be upon him) that we
should not lay ahand on women. He
tells us that “the best of you is the
best to hisfamily and I’ m the best to
my family”. Allahtell usin Surah Al-
Imran 3:110: “You are the best of
peoples, evolved for mankind.”
Since we are meant to be the best
people, we cannot hide behind the
excusethat since othersdoit, wecan
doit too.

| am always asked the question
“how would we be able to judge if
thispersonistheright onefor meif |
do not spend alot of time with them
and get to know them and understand
them.” On the surface, this seems a
fair question,
however, we
aready have
our answer
fromthe soci-
ety around
us. We see
couples
spending
years trying
to know each
other. Thereis
no limitation
on their rela
tionships and
discovery
process, yet
the divorce
rate is over
50%. If spend-
ing time to-
gether were a
guarantee for
finding the
right spouse,
we would not
have so many
divorces or
infidelity in
marriage. The
best way to
find about the
person is by
asking his
friends and
co-workers.

Ask them if
he/she always
says the truth
and if he/she
keeps prom-
ises. And
most impor-
tant thingisto

pray to Allah to give you the right
person for you.

A manwent to Omar bin Alkhatab
(Allah be pleased with him), to com-
plain about his wife. As he ap-
proached Omar’s house, he heard
Omar’s wife telling him off, so he
waited. After awhile, Omar askedthe
man what brought him, and he re-
plied that he cameto complain about
hiswife chastising him, but hefound
Omar’swife chastising Omar. Omar
told the man, “ They take care of our
children and us, so we have to be
patient with them and let them express
themselves and their opinions.”

Another problem we facein this
society isthat we bring some of the
cultural things with us from our
homelands. We put alot of financial
pressure on the groom, the bride and
their families. The young couple
starts their life together deeply in
debt due to thefinancial demands of
oneof thefamilies(or both). Wewant
our childrento start their marriedlife
where we have finished off. Their
house or apartment should have all
the necessities of life from day one,
rather than encourage them to work
together to get and achieve what they
need.

If wego back to seewhat Fatima,
the daughter of Allah’s Messenger
(pbuh) had in her matrimonial home
to start with, we find that she had a
mattress, ajug and acup for the wa-
ter. She did not have Persian rugs,
appliances, or silk clothing. She only
had the basics. Why do we spoil our
children and deprivethem fromwork-
ing hard and from the satisfaction of
achieving things on their own.

| would liketo conclude my arti-
clewith theayah from Surah Al-noor
24:26 which says “ Vile women are
for vile men, and vile men for vile
women. Good women are for good
men, and good men for good
women.” Thismeansif you arelook-
ing for a good spouse you have to
start by changing yourself. Be good
and Allah will guide you to a good
Spouse.

[Ashraf Zaghloul can be reached at:
ashraf@spiritofislam.com]

Scholars from the Muslim
world in Washington for

goodwill tour

A delegation of internationally
recognized Muslim leaders, scholars
and jurists representing a cross-sec-
tion of the Muslimworld isplanning
agoodwill tour of the United States
under the auspices of the Muslim
World League (MWL). The delega-
tion is headed by Dr. Abdullah al-
Turki, Secretary Genera of theMus-
lim World League, and former minis-
ter of Idamic Affairsin Saudi Arabia

This delegation will be visiting
New York City, Chicago, Washing-
tonD.C., and LosAngelesfrom June
25th thru July 15th, 2002. The objec-
tive isto meet with and offer brief-
ings to prominent leaders and offi-
ciasof themedia, interfaith commu-
nities, academia, and government,
based on global perspectives about
critical post 9-11 issuespertainingto
Muslims and Islam. On July 8, the
delegation will be holding a press
conference to discuss their trip, and
what they hope to achieve by it.
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My Lord! Bestow on them Your
Mercy

By Marium F. Ahmad,
OAC, Western-Technical
Commercial School

He lay there, in the dark,
wistfully thinking about how
he had passed the day. Be-
side, him, he could hear the
drops of water trickling
down the rooftop through
his open window. His city
had been blessed with rain
that had not appeared for
many weeks. There was a
cold chill in the room, and an
occasional draft that would
send shivers up his spine.
Slowly, tears slid down his
own face, as he recalled the
sins he had committed that
day, feeling their burden
upon his shoulders overbear-
ing. Crying softly like a baby,
his eyelids slowly become
heavy, and his snores could
be heard over his silent sobs.

“Ibrahim! How many
times do 1 have to tell you
to clean up after yourself -
it's not that difficult to put
two dishes into the dish-
washer!” Ibrahim slowly runs
off, up the stairs, not being
mindful of his mother’s
words and pleas that are re-
peated to him everyday. He
runs up to his room, slams
the door shut, and falls into
bed. As he puts his head on
the pillow, Ibrahim is fast
asleep. An hour later, he
awakes as he hears his fa-

Smile!

My Kids love going to the
Web, and they keep track of
their passwords by writing
them on Post-it notes.

I was surprised by their
rather Disney password
"MickeyMinnieGoofyPluto,”
and so | asked why it was so
long.

“Because,” my son ex-
plained, “they say it has to
have at least four charac-
ters.”

Sacrifice

O, Land of Muslims

I can give you nothing
but a few lines and tears
that come out of my eyes

But most of all my
prayers, that will never be
minimized.

May Allah give us all
the strength of Sacrifice

Let our deeds be the
key to Paradise.

Wajeeda, Grade 3

This poem is dedicated to the
people who sacrificed for Allah:

ther’'s footsteps on the
stairs. An angry face ap-
pears in his doorway, “You're
still sleeping?! - at ten in the
morning, the whole house is
awake but you! Stop wast-
ing your life like this Ibrahim
- you will regret it,” his fa-
ther's words pass like air
through Ibrahim’'s ears - in
one side and out the other,
as his father heads back
downstairs. Ibrahim
changes into his clothing -
baggy jeans and an oversized
sweater topped off with a
Nike cap, and heads off to
meet some friends at the
mall. He walks out the front
door without acknowledging
his parents.

He heads over to the
driveway, where his convert-
ible is parked. Glistening and
sparkling in the sun from
last night’s rain shower, the
red sports car was a gift to
him from his uncle. Ibrahim’s
parents were never happy
about it, as they knew that
Ibrahim would never be seen
at home anymore (whereas
in the past he would still oc-
casionally stay home), and
their fears turned into re-
ality, as lbrahim's “home”
became his car.

With the music blaring,
Ibrahim turns into the mall
parking lot, which is slowly
filling up, and waits by the
entrance for his friends. He
has only two hours to hang
out, as his parents had
sternly warned him to be
home by four that after-
noon - they had planned to
attend a function at the
mosque.

His head moving to the
beat of the music, and eyes
closed, lIbrahim doesn't no-
tice his friends waiting out-
side his car until they begin
banging on his windows. Af-
ter letting them in, the five
boys, including Ibrahim, hit
the road, driving around the

A Cool Gamel!

A pretty cool game to
help memorize Allah (swt)'s
names and their meanings. |
find if you play it for a while
around twice a day, it can
really help....inshaAllah you'll
see what 1 mean. It's fun too,
because it’s kind of like the
game “hangman” that I think
many of us spent a lot of
time playing when we were
kids.

http://www.islamic
school.net/AllahNames.htm

A page from the
Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

The Prophet (pbuh) and
his followers had migrated
from Makkah to Madinah in
hopes of finding peace. In
Makkah the Muslims were
persecuted and tortured
every day. By migrating to
Madinah, the Muslims had
hoped to live peacefully with
the Ansars and be able to
go on with their lives and
worship Allah without any
problems. However, this was
not the case.

The Kuffar were angry
that the Muslims had been
able to escape from
Makkah. The Kuffar did not
want the Muslims to live in
peace nor did they want Is-
lam to spread any further.
The Jews in Madinah be-
lieved that they were the
“chosen people” and could
not accept that any other
group of people could have
a Prophet; because of this
they would not accept Is-
lam. When some of the Jews
actually accepted Islam,
the Jewish leaders became
very angry because they
now saw Islam as a threat
to their powers. The Jews
became hostile towards Is-
lam and friendly with the
Kuffars. And finally the
Munafigun would cause
trouble by pretending to be

good Muslims while in actu-
ality they were really se-
cretly plotting against the
Muslims with the Jews and
Kuffar. Once again, the Mus-
lims could not find peace.

The Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) knew that in order to
defend Islam, the Muslims
would have to fight against
their enemies. Although the
Muslims had been prohibited
from fighting while in
Makkah, now Allah had sent
a revelation to the Prophet
ordering Muslims to defend
their religion. Allah ordered
the Muslims to perform jihad
- strive for the sake of Al-
lah. The Muslims were ready
to fight for the truth, and
so were the Ansar. They did
not fear getting hurt nor did
they fear death, for they
knew that they would be re-
warded by Allah for pro-
tecting Islam.

Thus, on the 12 day of
Ramadan, in second year of
the Hijra, the Prophet
(pbuh) and his followers
marched out of the city to-
wards Badr, a village about
80 miles from Madinah in
preparation of battle, to
meet the Makkans’ army.
About a mile into the jour-
ney, the Prophet (pbuh)
stepped back to view his

Before the Battle of Badr

convoy. Those who were too
young or too old were sent
back home as this was a
dangerous situation. Umair
Ibn Abi Waqgas, a young
boy was also told to return
home because he was too
young, however, upon being
told this, burst into tears
and thus got the Prophet's
(pbuh) permission to stay.

Because the Jews and
hypocrites could not be
trusted in the absence of
the Prophet (pbuh), Abu
Lubaba 1Ibn ‘Abd al-
Mundhir was appointed
Governor of the city and
order to stay back. After
making all necessary ar-
rangements to protect their
homeland, the Prophet
(pbuh) viewed his army once
again. He was left with 313
soldiers ready to fight in
the name of Allah. Of his
army, only 60 people were
Muhajirs and the other 253
people were Ansars.

Although their army was
not large, the Muslims had
no fear. They knew Allah
would protect them. They
knew that Allah would not
let the Kuffar destroy Is-
lam. They knew that in the
end, the one true faith
would prevail.

city aimlessly. The sky
greets them with drops of
water once again, and soon
is pouring buckets of water
over the city. “Let’'s go see a
movie,” Javaid, one of his
closest friends, wearily
says, looking out the win-
dow, “At least by the time its
over, the rain will have
stopped, and we can enjoy
the ride.” “Yeah, I'd want to
do that,” Ibrahim shouts
over the music, “but you
know how the folks are -

Continued on page 11
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HEY KIDZ...WANT TO
BE FAMOUS??

Well send us your stories,
poems, jokes and pictures
to be published in an
upcoming issue of
The Ambition.
Write to
kidzkorner@theambition.com
and share the
EXCITEMENT!
(Please include your name,
address, grade and school.
You can even send a picture if

you would like!)
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12t day of Ramadan?

3) Performing jihad is to:

back to Madinah?

absence

5) Why was Abu Lubaba Ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir sent

A He was too young to fight
B. He was sent to protect Madinah in the Prophet's

C. He was tired and needed to rest

6) Which of the following is true about the Munafiqun:
A They secretly practiced Islam
B. The openly plotted against the Muslims
C. The pretended to be good Muslims but
secretly plotted against Islam

A Quiz about the story

1) In the second year of Hijra, what happened on the

A The Muslims marched out to battle
B. Masjid Al-Nabi was built
C, A peace treaty with the Jews was signed

2) Why did the Jews not want to accept Islam?
A They believed they should follow the Kuffar
B. They believed that they were the chosen people
C. They didn't like to co-operate with others

A Strive for the sake of Allah
B. Strive for the sake of anybody
. Strive for yourself to be the best you can be

4) How many Muslims were ready to fight to defend Islam?
A five hundred and eighty six
B. three thousand and thirteen
C. three hundred and thirteen

(Check answers in the paper elsewhere)
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