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In the Name of Allah

The name of Allah existed before Islam and was used
in reference to God by Arab Christians and Jews.

by David Wimsen

The assertion by some members
of theclergy that thegod of ISlamis
not the same god as that worshipped
by Christiansisdisturbing. Not only
for the bigotry that it reflects and
reinforces, but also for theplainig-
norance it betrays. Ignorance of Is-
lamisnotinitself abad thing, and a
certain amount of it must be expected
in non-Muslim societies. What is
unexpected isthat such abasic mis-
understanding might arise amongst
people who may be presumed to
have made some formal study of the
concept of deity. In order to be or-
dained into the ministry of most
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mainstream Christian denominations
a candidate must have studied the
original languages of the Christian
scriptures, those being Hebrew, Ara
maic, and Greek. Candidates to the
clergy are not necessarily required
alsoto know Arabic, although some
do. But it should not be too muchto
expect of them a certain linguistic
sensitivity to evident similaritiesbe-
tween the Semitic languages.

The Semiticlanguages, of which
Arabic has always been the largest
in its number of speakers and geo-
graphical distribution, are members
of afamily once named Hamito-Se-
mitic, for two of the three sons of
Noah, Ham and Shem. Now known
more properly as Afro-Asiatic, the
family includesa ong with the more
familiar Hebrew and Arabic some of
the languages of Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Chad, and Somalia; the languages
of Ancient Egypt including Coptic;
and the various Berber languages
of North Africa. Aramaic, the lan-
guage spoken by Jesus Christ, isstill
represented as a minority language
invariouspocketsin Lebanon, Syria,
Israel, and Irag. Aramaic speakers
of Iragi descent, Christians known
asChaldeans, are present in signifi-
cant numbers in the Arab commu-
nity of Dearborn, Michigan, thelarg-
est Arab Community in the world
outside of the Middle East.

All of the Semiticlanguages de-
scended from a hypothesized origi-
nal language, called for the sake of
convention “proto-Semitic”. This
either originated in the Horn of Af-
rica, spread acrossthe Red Seainto

Continued on page 14

HIJRA: Its significance and
importance in Islam

Each new Hijra year reminds Muslims of the sufferings, the struggle, the patience,

By Imam Nedjad Hafizovic
Bosnian Islamic Centre

Theldamic newyear will becom-
mencing around the 14" or 15" of
March, with the first day of
Muharram. Surprising to many, the
Muslim calendar is not named after
aperson’'shirth, or changing of sea-
sons, or the rise or fall of any dy-
nasty. We don’t even have any cel-
ebrationsfor theNew Year. Mudims
nametheir calendar asHijraCalen-
dar.

Theword Hijrasignifiesemigra-
tion, which in turn means evacua-
tion, flight or mass departure. The
word emigration must be distin-
guished from immigration which
means settling, colonizing or taking
refuge. You emigratefromtheplace
you leaveandimmigrateto the place
where you arrive and/or settlein.

Thesignificance and importance
of HijrainIdamisrootedintheemi-
gration of our beloved prophet
Muhammead (PBUH) from Makkahto
Medina. The departure of the
prophet from Makkah to Medina,
then called Yathrib, iscalled Hijra. It
took place on Thursday inthe month
of September 622 A.D. TheMuslim
erais named after this event, intro-
duced by Umar Bin Khattab during
hisrule on the advice of Hazrat Ali.

To understand and appreciate
theimportance of Hijra, onemust go
back into the history of Islam. After
receiving his first message, our
prophet (peace be upon him) worked
constantly against all odds in
spreading the message of Islam to
the people of Makkah. The idol-
worshipping Quraish were consid-
ered the elites in those days. They
very much resented the teaching of
our prophet (pbuh) and would have
gladly put an end to both his teach-
ings and his life. For some thirteen
years the Prophet (pbuh) laboured
with just a handful of followersin
merely preaching the oneness of
Allah. He and his followers were
mocked at, harassed, persecuted,
brutally tortured, and faced inhuman
social and economic sanctions.

Then the prophet’s uncle Abu
Talib died. The Quraish, which used
to fear Abu Talib in his prestigious
social capacity, now had lessto fear

and the victory of Islam.

about in their persecution of the
Messenger (pbuh). Inthe sameyear
the Prophet (pbuh) received another
severe blow from the death of his
beloved and loyal wife Khadijah. He
called that year “The year of sor-
rows"

The Quraish increased their at-
tacks on the Prophet (pbuh) and the
early believers. So he looked to
somewhere other than Mecca. He
visited Ta'if and spoke with the
heads of the tribes there but none
of their socially distinguished chiefs
responded to his message. Instead,
they humiliated him and stoned him
until he bled from head to toe. But
the Prophet (pbuh) did not give up
on his mission and took advantage
of every opportunity to spread Al-
lah's message and guide the peo-
ple. When people would come to
visit theKa aba, hewouldinvitethe
visitorsto Islam.

Fortunately, a few among the
visitors from Medina, accepted his
teachings. They undertook to carry
the message and the Prophet (pbuh)
sent Mas' ab bin Umair with themto

teach them the laws of the religion
of Allah, to educate them on the
message and to teach them the Glo-
rious Qur'an. A considerable
number of the people of Medinaac-
cepted the blessed Call and em-
braced |lam.

The next year more peoplecame
to Mecca from Medina led by
Mas' ab bin Umair and after meeting
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), em-
braced Islam. They invited the
Prophet (pbuh) to Medina so that
he could teach them better thereand
try to spread Islam. Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) accepted this
invitation and told Muslims to mi-
grate to Medina in small numbers.
When the enemies of Islam heard
about this matter they decided to
murder Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
before he could leave Mecca. They
took men from each tribe, hence to
makean dliance.

Allah, however, disclosed to
Muhammad (pbuh) theintent of the
Quraish and told the Prophet that
he should also emigrate to Medina

Continued on page 14

Our Wonderful
Immune System

Itis a perfect system. How foolish to think that it could
have come into existence through evolutionary
accidents.

By Harun Yahya

When a country is involved in
war, a general mobilization is de-
clared. Most of the natural resources
and the budget are expended on mili-
tary requirements. The economy is
re-arranged to meet the needs of this
extraordinary situation asthe coun-
try isinvolved in an all-out war ef-
fort. Similarly, the immune system,
the system that protects our bodies
against disease, would also an-
nounce mass mobilization and re-
cruiting of all of itselementstofight
the enemy. Do you wonder how this
happens?

If enemy membersare morethan
the currently fighting macrophages

Five Good Reasons to Advertise in The Ambition
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Ambition
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thousands of
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after reading
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hasalong
life of two
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one week
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5. With
The
Ambition,
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long way.

(immunecells) can handle, aspecia
substance is secreted. The name of
this substance is “pyrogen” and it
isakind of alarmcall.

After traveling along way, “py-
rogen” reaches the brain where it
stimulates the fever-increasing
center of thebrain. Oncealerted, the
brain sets off alarmsin the body and
the person develops a high fever.
The patient with a high fever natu-
rally feelstheneed torest. Thus, the
energy needed by the defence army
is not spent elsewhere. The pyro-
gen produced by the macrophages
is perfectly designed to trigger the
fever-raising mechanismof thebrain.
Therefore, the macrophage, and the
pyrogen, and the temperature-rais-
ing center of the brain, and thebrain
have @l to be created at the same
time.

Asis evident, there is a perfect
plan at work. Every requirement is
created flawlessly for this plan to
succeed; the macrophages, the py-
rogen substance and other similar
substances, the fever-raising center

of the brain and the fever-raising
Continued on page 14
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Lessons from Karbala

TheMuslim Ummah isunder tremendous pressure around the world.
Muslim lands are under attack by Western hegemony and our valuesare
being aggressively challenged by secular Western culture. Whether
Muslims are in their own countries or living in Western societies, they
are under stress. Not only are we on the defensive, many are losing our
trust in Islamic ideol ogy.

TheMuslim Ummah is suffering from astate of despair, uncertainty,
and helplessness. It seemslikethereisnoway out for us. However, if we
look back into history, it is not the first time that we have suffered.
Islamic history isfull of political upsand downs. It isalso full of beacons
of light and pillars of strength.

When the early Muslims heard the news about the Prophet’s death,
they felt like the sky had fallen upon their heads. ‘ Umar (ra) became so
emotional that he was ready to kill anybody who said that the Prophet
(pbuh) was dead. Abu Bakr (ra) at this time said these historic words:
“Whoever worshipped Muhammad should know that Muhammad is
dead, but whoever worships Allah must know that Allah is Eternal and
Living.”

Muslims do not worship personalities. We are all mortal. We will
receive the Angel of Death as our time comes. However, the Word of
Allah will remain, and that should be our greatest consolation.

Islam suffered amajor blow from within when Yazid becametheruler
of the Muslim Ummah. Peoplewere so afraid of the power of Yazid that
they could not dare speak against him. Imam Hussain (ra) refused to
accept his corrupt rule. Asthe grandson of the Prophet (pbuh), he could
neither be frightened nor bought into declaring his allegiance to Yazid.
As aresult, Imam Hussain was brutally killed at Karbala in the most
mercilessfashion, along with membersof hisfamily and little convoy, by
Yazid' sarmy.

Hussain gave hislife, but hewill always be remembered asthe tower
of courage and truth for those brave people who refuse to bow to op-
pression and tyranny. At that time, it appeared that that was the end of
Islamic era, but Islam not only survived, it flourished, and Karbala be-
came a proverb in Islamic history for the clash of truth and falsehood
and therevival of Islam. The significance of Karbala, again, isthat per-
sonalities do not count. It is the message that isimportant.

Then there were the Mongolswho nearly obliterated Slamic civiliza-
tion. They killed Muslims by the hundreds of thousands and brought
about a pillage and plunder that was unprecedented in history, yet their
children accepted the Word of Allah and became the torchbearers of
Islam. Muslim rule subsequently spread over to Europe and the Far East.

The significance of this is that Allah has promised to protect His
Deen and His Deen cannot be destroyed. Muslims may face mass de-
struction, but Islam is eternal. Allah is the best Planner and He speaks
only Truth. He chooses the people best suited to carry out His com-
mands. He has His own mysterious ways of spreading His Word. Our
job is to keep trying and working hard to establish the rule of God.
However, it all has to be done with peace, patience, and perseverance.
Allahtellsusthat after each difficulty, thereisease and we must believe
it. “ And behold, with every hardship comes ease. \erily, with every
hardship comes ease! So when thou art freed [from distress], remain
steadfast, and unto thy Sustainer turn with love.” (94:5-8)

The apparent defeat of today’s Muslim Ummah in all worldly gains
suggests that perhaps we are not the ones able to do such a great job.
Maybe we are not sincere enough with our goals. Maybe our line of
action is not straight.

We have to set our action plan in the footsteps of our great role
models. On one hand we have the Prophet (pbuh), who was heavily
stoned, bleeding from head to toein the streets of Ta'if, but still patient,
not even uttering a word of contempt against his enemies, but praying
for them. On the other hand, we see Imam Hussain, who was hungry,
thirsty, overcome by the enemy, surrounded by their swords, and till
unshaken, steadfast, and holding on to the truth. We have to develop
these qualitiesto make adifferencein thisworld.

Muslims who die in the cause of Allah reach their desired destina-
tion and those who suffer, or are humiliated in the path of God, are
comforted by Him. It appears to us that they are killed or defeated, but
Allah knows better and their reward iswith Him.

The Muslim Ummah has gone through many ups and downs and
has always bounced back. History tells us that after each calamity the
Ummah faced, Allah brought about people who could carry out His
commands and re-establish His Deen.

Let us hope and promise to bounce back. Let us pray that Allah
choosesusto be his servantswho will carry HisMessage. L et ustell the
wholeworld that Islam isthe only religion of peace.

AsmaWarsi
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L etters/ Opinion

We all worship ‘'The One'— Let's forget
anti-Islam bias

By Rev. Frank Morgan

December and Christmas make
Canadians think about Christianity,
so November and Ramadan ought to
make us think about |slam because
there are now 650,000 Muslims in
Canada, most of whom are Canadian
citizens.

Themediakeep onusing themis-
leading phrase “Muslim terrorists,”
which implies that all Muslims are
potential terrorists. This is the sort
of liethat breedsracism. In Ontario,
we have fought against anti-Catholi-
cism and in Canada, we still fight
against anti-Semitism.

Now we must fight against anti-
Idam.

If you regard every Canadian
Muslim as a potential terrorist, you
areright back inthe McCarthy erain
the United States. That was a dark
age when any American might be
called upon to prove to the under-
devel oped senator that he or shewas
areal American, whatever that des-
ignation meant.

There is no reason in Kitchener
why my Muslim friend Abdul
Khanani should have to prove heis
not aterrorist any morethan | should
haveto. The problemis, too many of
us regard the restrictive fundamen-
talism of the Taliban astypical of all
Islam. The Taliban and the World
Trade Center terrorists no more rep-
resent Islam than Gerry Falwell rep-
resents Christianity. He said that
Sept. 11 was God’s judgment on
Americafor tolerating gays, leshians,
feminists, abortion rights, liberals,
and activists. That may be the con-
viction of somecircumscribed Chris-
tians, but it is not the Christianity of
Jesus.

More than a billion Muslims in
theworld regard Mohammed astheir
prophet, heading a religion which
once stretched from India to Spain.
That same M ohammed abolished fe-
maleinfanticide, conferred rightson
women, and established maturerules
of conduct between individuals. Un-
der hisruletherewasdemocratic dia-
logue, scholars tell us, with much
consultation and consensus build-
ing. Later in Islam, scholars gained
the right to make changes so that re-
ligion would fit into changing social
conditions. Onereason that the Mus-
lim empirewas so successful in places
like Europe, wheretherewere minori-
ties, was the rule from the Qur’an:
“Let there be no compulsionin reli-
gion.”

But Islam, like Christianity and
Judaism, has problems. Theinfluen-
tial people, intellectuals and busi-
ness leaders, tend to keep quiet in
the face of present conditions. Then
power is seized by dubious politi-
cians and, worse, by poorly trained
clerics. One can well imagine what
would happen in America if Pat
Buchanan and Gerry Falwell were
president and vice-president. But
thisincompetent leadership emerges
when competent leaders try to lead
from behind instead of being out
front.

In the Toronto Star, Haroon
Siddiqui refersto Muslim leaders of
thisilk asoneswho make “selective
interpretations’ fromthe Qur’an. One

has only to read some letters to the
editor in The Record to be aware that
Christiansmake selectiveinterpreta-
tions of the Bible to suit their own
point of view.

The Canadian Race Relations
Federation reminds usthat terrorists
come in al colours, but happily, so
do those who reject terrorism and
racism.

Devout Muslims call the Deity
Allah, which means*“ The One,” be-
cause they are very strict monothe-
ists. But Jews are also very strict
monotheists, as are Christians, and
we both worship “The One.”
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Thisleadsmeto paraphrase John
Oxenham’s hymn this way: “Join
hands then children in the faith,
Whate' er your race may be; Who
serves The One just as a son, Is

surely kintome.”

(Frank Morgan of Kitchener is a re-
tired United Church minister. Source: CIC
bulletin)

Public relations or war of words

By Igbal Jassat

The cover story in Newsweek’s
February 11th issue is titled “The
Bible and the Quran”. It seeks to
search the scripturesfor roots of con-
flict and seeds of reconciliation, yet
trips up by ignoring a fundamental
taboo in Islam, by reproducing
sketches depicting the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him).

The US-based magazine has ei-
ther ignored or defied awell-recog-
nised ban by theentireMudlimworld
on all paintings, drawings, illustra-
tions, personifications or interpreta-
tions of the Prophet. Egypt, which
ishome to the Al-Azhar Institution,
is considering banning Newsweek,
while news reports have confirmed
that Indonesiaand Bangladesh have
already done so.

This latest sagais being viewed
by many Muslims as another mani-
festation of the hostility displayed
by mediainstitutions against |slam,
especially since September 11. This
perception is further fuelled by the
utterances and stances adopted by
the United States, Britain and others
whichisinterpreted asextremely pro-
vocative and insensitive to Muslim
beliefs.

With bombing raidsin Afghani-
stan and Iraq still continuing and the
intense military siege of Palestinian
territories by Israel causing murder
and mayhemin densecivilian areas,
there can be no doubt that amassive
anti-lslam propaganda campaign is
underway. TheUS/Isragli axisof ag-
gression realises that along with the
military engagement, a propaganda
war must bewaged in order to main-
tain worl dwide support for their war
onterrorism.

The Bush administration has
beefed up Voice of Americaby dou-
bling its Arabic short wave program-
ming from its current 9 hours a day
to 18 hours daily. In addition toin-
vesting half abillion dollarsto set up
a24-hour, seven-day-a-week satellite
channel programme directed only to
Muslim countries, the USA also re-
cently set up Voice of Free Afghani-
stan.

According to Impact Interna-
tional, the British Foreign Officegave
theBBC World Service 181.1 million
pounds as grant-in-aid so that the
Corporation could run a free news
service in several world languages.
Thiswas not charity: it wasforeign

policy!

This enormous battle to win the
hearts and minds of Afghansaswell
as the world’s one billion Muslims
represents the flip side of the coin —
amilitary operation aswell asapropa
gandawar, disguised as a public re-
|ations campaign.

The difficulty confronting the
US/Israeli axis, however, isthat this
will benowalkover. Thereisno hope
that despite countries such as Jor-
dan, Egypt and Saudi Arabiaenjoy-
ing political patronage of Washing-
ton, President Bush would be the
darling of the Muslim world, with
streets named after him in every
Muslim state.

Another major furorein the race
to sell the war on terrorism to the
Muslim public, involves Israel and
its Zionist supporters. Front-liners
such as Richard Perle, head of the
Defence Policy Board, Deputy Sec-
retary of Defence Paul Wolfowitz,
DouglasKeith, an undersecretary of
Defence, aswell asfront-linersinthe
media, Congress and the American
Jewish leadership continue to advo-
cate the expansion of thewar on ter-
rorism.

They are pushing to squeeze
countries such as Irag, Iran, Syria,
Sudan and L ebanon.

Bush's attack of Iraqg, Iran and
North Koreaasthe " axisof evil” co-
incides precisely with the goals Is-
rael hasidentified ascrucial, includ-
ing broadening the enemies’ list to
include Palestinian groups.

Thisdisplay of superpower pug-
nacity challengestheworldto allow
Bush theright to bomb or invade any
hapless country that by hiswisdom,
might be deemed uncooperative or
laggard in a fight the president has
starkly cast ascivilization vs. barba-
rism.

Latest reports indicated that
America stransatlantic alliesare un-
easy withthe‘usvs. them’ rhetoric.
Many political pundits are suggest-
ing that the anti-terrorist partnership
Europeans built with the United
Statesisextremely fragile. Somefeel
that they are hooked onto a super-
power locomotivethat isout of con-
trol, with an engineer who sees no
reason to heed their warnings.

Igbal Jassat is Chairman of the
MediaReview Network, an advocacy
group based in Pretoria.

(Source: inin news bulletin)
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by Razi Mohiuddin

Almost two score years ago, a
great American had adream. Today
we honour this great American, his
dream and hisideal's. Today we hon-
our our country —acountry that has
embraced these ideals and perse-
vered in achieving them. And we
honour our founding fathers —who
had the vision to define the princi-
ples of freedom and justice that we
live by and uphold today.

Today we aso honour the path
we havetaken sincethat day in 1963
when Martin Luther King, Jr. had the
dream. Welook up to the challenges
that face usin our quest to achieve

We have a dream!

those ideals. Today, we also look at
acommunity that has gone through
trialsand tribulations—similar tothe
community that thisgreat American
hero talked about. Today, we look
at the dreams and aspirations of the
American Muslim community.

We have a dream! We have a
dream that one day there will be no
terrorism in the world. We dream
and hopeto bring tojusticethelikes
of Osama bin Laden who kill inno-
cent in the name of religion. We
dream that September 11th was not
the beginning of time when terror-
ism was brought to our shores— but
instead the end of terrorism. And

that the lives affected will rise to
honour those whose lives ended in
this tragedy.

We al so dream that our commu-
nity has the strength to look inside
and address the issues of concern.
We cannot embrace a path to the
palace of justice, by adopting apath
of bitterness and hatred. We must
forever conduct our jihad on the
high moral ground of dignity and dis-
cipling, and not let it degenerateinto
thekilling of theinnocent. We must
forever enjoinwhat isright, and for-
bid what iswrong.

As we dream, we need to be
thankful of the great progress our

Teen produces Qur'an in Braille

A 15-year-old blind student who
has learnt the Quran by heart has
now produced acopy of itinBraille,
completewith al 30 sections, reports
thstar.com

Nabil Mahathir of Taman Wira,
Mergong, took a year to complete
the work at the end of last year.

Speaking at hishouse, Nabil said
hetook theinitiative to produce the

Quranin Brailleto enablethe blind
to deepen their knowledge of the
holy book. Apart from that, he con-
sidershiswork asapiousserviceto
Mudlims.

He began writing the Quran us-
ing the Braille machine early last
year by devoting an hour or two
daily tothework. Hiscopy isinfive
bookswith each containing between

Read thefull sory at: http://thestar.com.my/news/
story.aspile=/2002/3/1/nation/quranboy& sec=nation

five and six sections.
Nabil's father, Mahathir Yusof,
58, said he was trying to get a pat-
ent for his son’s

work and expressed
the hope that the

relevant bodies
such as the Islamic
Development De-
partment of Malay-
sa(Jakim)would be
ableto help expand
his son’swork.

“In doing so, it
will benefital blind
Muslims,” said the
pensioner who was
previously with the
Royal Customsand
Excise Department.

Nabil, the fifth
among eight chil-
dren, was born in
Medina, Saudi Ara-
bia, whilethefamily
was on pilgrimage
and lost his eye-
sight when he was
about seven
monthsfollowing a
fall.

Nabil enrolledin
primary school at
the age of four and
stopped at Year
Five. When he was
10, he entered an
Islamic religious
school at Derga
near hereand learnt
the Quran.

nation has made towards the ideal s of
thisgreat American hero, and be mind-
ful of theroad that till liesahead. And
we need to pledge not to go back on
this road — as we seem to be doing —
but instead continue to step forward.

We dream that an entire community
or religionisnot blamed for the actions
of afew: That our nation upholds its
principles, and does not apply them
selectively, lest it be accused of mak-
ing them fair-weather principles. We
dream that “innocent, until proven
guilty” is not just for good times, but
appliesequally during timesof war. We
dream that our system of checks and
balances does not dissolve into Neo-
McCarthyism.

We also dream that there will be a
just peacein the world. We dream that
our nation will lead in ending oppres-
sion across the globe by applying our
principles equally among nations. We
dream that we can di stinguish between
the terrorist and the freedom fighter;
and the oppressor and the oppressed:
The oppressed whose homes are de-
molished and bulldozed to give collec-
tive punishment to a community, and
not because of acrime. We dream that
the oppressed in Palestine, Kashmir
and Chechnya get a chanceto live the
freedom that we take for granted.

Thisis no time to engage in Mus-
lim-bashing or racial profiling; deten-
tion without due process or applica
tion of secret evidence; selective de-
portation or throwing out attorney-cli-
ent privilege. Now is the time to rise
from the darkness of prejudice to the
bright path of justice. And the time to
open the doors of equality, not close it
to protect freedom. Now isthetimeto
end selective application of laws, and
rise to protect the values and princi-
ples that we espouse.

We say to you today, our friends
and fellow human beings, that in spite
of thetrialsand tribulations, we have a
dream: A dream that is deeply rooted
in the American dream [or the Cana-
dian dream, for that matter.] And when
we al dare to dream together, we will
beabletoredlizejust how similar weall
are, whether we are black or white,
Muslimsor Jews, Christiansor Hindus.
We will be able to realize how we all
desireour inalienablerightsof life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. We
will be able to join hands and praise
the words of our Lord who said, “O
people! We created you from asingle
pair of amale and afemale, and made
you into nations and tribes, so that
you may know one another.” Not that
you may fight and suppress each other.
We have adream!

[Razi Mohiuddin is a columnist for the
Independent Writers Syndicate. He is an en-

trepreneur and founder of numerous soft-
ware companies and resides in the San Fran-

cisco Bay Area.]

From the
Qur'an

But [remember that
an attempt at]
requiting evil may,
too become and evil;
hence, whoever
pardons [his foe] and
makes peace, his
reward rests with God
—for, verily, He does
not love evildoers.
(42:40)

From the
Hadith

The Prophet
Muhammad (peace
be upon him) said:

“Spread peace
abroad, and
you will remain safe.”

Bukhari's Book of
Morals and Manners,
\_ Hadith 982 Y,

Be careful

Be careful of your
thoughts

For your thoughts

become your word.

Be careful of your
words, For your words
become your actions.

Be careful of your
actions
For your actions
become your habits.

Be careful of your
habits
For your habits become
your character.

Be careful of your
character
For your character
becomes your destiny.
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Justice and Loyalties

by Ayub Hamid

Allah is Just, deals with people
justly, and loves those who estab-
lish, maintain or stand up for justice.
He has created human beings also
with apropensity and liking for jus-
tice.

Normally peopleliketo befair and
equitable unless their innate ten-
dency towards justice is overshad-
owed by alot of factors; their self
interest, their love of their own, their
loyalties, their biases, their prejudices,
their arrogance of power, their anger
/hatred towards some people, and/
or their desire for revenge, etc.

When anindividua, acommunity
or a state is overtaken by self inter-
est, favouritism anger, revenge or
hate against others, justiceisthefirst
victim. When that happens, the party
on thereceiving side of injustice re-
acts with similar attitude, perhaps
even more strongly. Each party’sef-
fort to get back moreforcefully grows
into aspiraling cycleof violenceand
terrorism. This ends up making the
peace and security of humanity the
ultimate victim of injustice. That is
why there can be no peace in this
world without justice.

The goal of Islam being the es-
tablishment of anideal peaceful and
fair society, justice has been fre-
qguently emphasized in the Holy
Qur’an. Knowing how people drift
towardsinjustice, it advisessMuslims
to let justice triumph over all other
emotions, feelings and attitudes.
Muslims are told: “O believers, be
the enforcers/establishersof justice,
giving witness for the sake of Allah,
even if it isagainst yourselves, your
parents or your kith and kin.
Whether they arerich or poor, Allah
has more rights than any on them.
Do not let pursuing your desires
come in the way of being just.”

(4135

“Obelievers, betheenforcerses
tablishers of justice, giving witness
for the sake of Allah, and do not let
your animosity towards any people
incite you against practicing justice.
Bejust! That isthe piousway.” (5:8)

Keeping this commandment of
Allahinmind makesit easy for Mus-
lims to discern how they should re-
act to or behave in the current cir-
cumstances of theworld. Many peo-
ple are torn between their loyalties
to their country of residence and
their belonging to the Muslim
Ummah. Some are confused how to
react. These verses clarify the mat-
ter. Muslims must speak up for jus-
tice regardless of where they live,
who is the victim and who- the per-
petrator.

Accordingly, for the September
11t tragedy, we must speak up
against the perpetrators of that crime

The Three

Therewasayoung man who went
overseas to study for quite a long
time. When he returned, he asked
hisparentsto find him areligious
scholar or any expert who could
answer his three questions. Fi-
nally, hisparentswere ableto find
aMuslim scholar.

Young Man (YM): Who are
you? Can you answer my ques-
tions?

Muslim Scholar (MS): | am
one of Allah’s daves and Insha-
Allah (Godwilling), | will beable
to answer your questions.

YM: Are you sure? A lot of
professors and experts were not
able to answer my questions.

MS: I will try my best, withthe
help of Allah.

against humanity, which Muslimsall
over theworld have done unequivo-
cally. The person(s) responsible for
that crime must be brought to justice
according tointernational lawsinthe
international court, independent of
the U.S.A. At the sametime, thein-
justice, devastation and destruction
being inflicted upon poor, helpless
Afghans by the U.S.A.must also be
brought to check, the world history
should register theinsanity of Ameri-
canterrorism.

Also, Mudimsmust not alow the
Israelisto usethisopportunity to an-
nihilate Palestinians, Indians to op-
pressKashmiris, or Russiansto dev-
astate Chechnya.

We must speak out against injus-
ticeregardlessof what itiscalled and
regardless of who practices it. That
iswhat our Islamic obligation isin
thisworld.

Questions

Y M: | have three questions:

1. Does God exist? If so,
show me His Shape.

2. What is takdir (fate)?

3. If Shaytan (Satan) was
created from fire, why will he be
thrown into Hell that is also cre-
ated fromfire. It certainly will not
hurt him at all, since Shaytan and
Hell were created from fire. Did
God not think of it thisway?

Suddenly, the Muslim scholar
slapped the young man’s face
very hard.

YM (feeling pain): Why did
you get angry at me?

MS: | am not angry. The slap
ismy answer to your three ques-
tions.

YM: | really don’t understand.

MS: How do you feel after |
slapped you?

Y M: Of course, | felt thepain.

MS: Sodoyoubdievethat pain
exists?

YM: Yes.

MS: Show methe shape of the
pain!

YM: | cannot.

MS: That is my first answer.
All of us feel God’s existence
without being able to see His
Shape. Last night, did you dream
that you will be slapped by me?

YM: No.

MS: Did you ever think that
you will get a dap from me, to-
day?

YM: No.

MS: That istakdir (fate). My
hand that | used to slap you, what
isit created from?

YM: It iscreated from flesh.

MS: How about your face,
what is it created from?

YM: Flesh.

MS: How do you feel after |
slapped you?

YM: Inpain.

MS: Even though Shaytan and
also Hell were created from fire,
if Allah wants, Insha-Allah, the
Héell-Firewill becomeavery pain-
ful place for Shaytan.

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Helpful Hints

By Sister Shireen Patel

Q: | feel like my Iman is going down, and like I’'m a very bad
Muslim. Any suggestions how | can get my faith back?

A . Inlife, beit the spiritual aspect of life or the everyday part of
lifeweall have our upsand downs. For somethereisaknown factor as
to why our behavior changes, and for others it’s just something that
happens ever so often. The fact that you are aware of yourself beingin
such astate, showsthat in fact you are not a“bad Muslim”, Insha’ Allah.
It proves you are conscious of your spiritual state and that you aren’t
willing to just accept it. Due to there being a reason for this change
firstitisfor you to try and figure out what that reason is, if you don’t
already know. Go to theroot of the problem. If, after racking your brain
you still can’t think of what triggered this change then go straight to
supplication (dua). Nothing will happen without the will of the Al-
mighty, so supplicate to Our Creator to give you strength and make
you stronger in your |maan. Also, read some stories about the Prophet
(peace and blessing upon him) and his companionsand read the Qur’ an.
Remember death —thereality of life. Death isalwaysagood reminder
of how short our lifeis, and that it will be taken at any time without a
warning. We need to be prepared for this day that will come sooner
than wethink. Itisatimewewill bealone, and our good deedswill be
our only companions. Lifeis merely atest so striveto passit because
failing will bring divesting consequences. May the Almighty bring
you closer to Him, give you strength and guidance. Ameen.

Q: A few relatives are saying bad things about my family, and
me, which isn't true! What can | do about it?

A . Unfortunately, in this day and age many have neglected a
great aspect of our faith, which is being good to kith and kin. But just
because the rest of the world jumps off a cliff, it doesn’t mean we
should too, right? Saying that, you must remember not to stoop to their
level, do not “take revenge” by doing what they do to you. You could
try talking to them, but depending on the type of people sometimesthat
will makethingsworse off. If they arejust misinformed or thereissome
sort of communication error in all of thisthen it is best to talk to them
and correct it. If they are just bored, and take a liking to speaking bad
about othersyou may want to warn them about their duty to be good to
kith and kin, or not to speak bad about others. However, that also can
be quite negative and be twisted into something it isn’t. Use your best
judgment, sometimes you' re better off just not saying anything as the
more you say the more they haveto talk about. Although it is difficult
to not feel anger towards them, or hurt by what they are doing, still try
and be good to them and forgive them for what they do. May the
Almighty let them seetheir error and cause harmony between families.
Ameen.

Q: My girlfriend brokeupwithmeand | feel likemy lifeisover, I'd
rather be dead than without her.

A . Beforeanything, | haveto ask why you haveagirlfriend inthe
first place? It can lead to alot of Fitnah, and temptations between the
couple. Not only can it lead to fornication but also heartache such as
what you're suffering from. This heartache is apparently not healthy
for a person. However, the question at hand poses a difficult solution
becauseit is very emationally charged. Take afew minutesto realisti-
cally reflect and see why you two broke up. Apparently your relation-
ship wasn't as rosy as you might have thought. You don’t live life for
other people. You livelifefor yourself and for your Creator. If aperson
you lovedearly leavesyou, then you should takeit asatest. We will be
tested in many different ways, shapesand forms. Losing aloved onein
any senseisprobably one of the most difficult thingsto deal with. But,
asthey say, thereare alot of fishinthe sea, sojust ook at thisasaway
of saying sheisn't right for you. There'sthat saying, “If you let he/she
go, and she returns to you he/she is yours, if he/she doesn't they
weren't yours to begin with”. Love can be very complex, and very
deceiving, sodon’t allow yourself to belost in fantasy. A wissmanisa
man who loves the one he marries, because the truest form of ‘love’
develops when you have to go through thick and thin together and
that only happenswith marriage. May you find peacein your heart, and
move on with life so you do not regret the time wasted on something
that isn’t really there. Ameen
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Around theWorld

Hispanic Muslims: New
Minority Makes Itself Known

Since September 11th the mass
media has reported time and time
again about Americans accepting
Islam. There was never any igno-
rance of the fact that |slam was, and
is, thefastest growing religioninthe
West. But in the past few months it
is recognized as a full-fledged phe-
nomenon that every American must
understand. A recent article in the
New York Times highlighted the
growing population of Hispanic
Muslimsin Southern California.

Many of them only speak Span-
ish and they attend weekly sessions
on Islam enthusiastically. Marta
Galedary, who converted after mi-
grating here from Mexico two dec-
ades ago, has helped lead them. She
finds that the group, which can in-
clude 20 to 50 people in any given
week, is intensely interested and a
little nervous. “Something in these
L atino meetingsthat we keep telling
people,” Ms. Galedary said, “isthat
you don’t leave your culture be-
causeyou converttolslam. You have
to continue to be proud of whatever
part of Latin Americayou arefrom...”

They cometo thelslamic Centre
from al over the Spanish-speaking
world and are relieved to find that
they are not alone. In recent years,
Latino Muslim groups have formed
in most large cities in the United
States, stretching from New York to
Los Angeles. Though exact figures
are hard to come by the American
Musdlim Council estimatesthat 25,000
Hispanics in the United States are
Muslims but several Latino Muslim
organizations say the number is
closer to 40,000, with thelargest His-
panic Muslim communities in New
York City, Southern California and
Chicago. Indeed, Spanish-speaking
immigrants, the nation’sfastest-grow-
ing minority, areconvertingto Islam
to such an extent that a nationa or-
ganization, the Latino American
Dawah Organization, founded in 1997
by ahandful of convertsin New York,
now claims thousands of members
in 10 states.

Why Islam, areligion cloaked in
mystery in Latin America—asit was
in this country before Sept. 11 —is
attracting so many Latino converts
has several answers. For many
women who attend the Islamic
Center of Southern California here,
the pathisarelationshipwithaMus-
[im man. Many others say they chose
Islam because they preferred areli-
gion without the trappings of a vast
hierarchy or the complicated dogma
that they saw inthe Catholic Church.
For NicoleBallivian, 27, an aspiring
film producer from FallsChurch, Va,,
whose mother isBolivian and father
Armenian, |slam was a natural pro-
gression from Catholicism.

“I loved religion,” said Ms.
Ballivian, who converted to Islam
eight years ago in Virginia and now
practicesin LosAngeles. “| wasvery
religious in Catholic high school. |
told myself that | would study phi-
losophy and religion. | remember get-
tingintroublein Catholic school for
debating things like the concept of
original sin at a really young age.

When| actudly studied Idam, it made
ital smple”

Ms. Ballivian, who has been
working on adocumentary on Latino
Muslims, sees two distinct groups
of converts. Oneiscomposed of new
immigrants, poor and usualy with lit-
tle education, who cometo |slam out
of an emotional connection. The sec-
ond, she said, is made up of young,
usually first-generation, middle-
class, college-educated Americans
of Hispanic descent who make ade-
liberate, well-researched conversion.

“Weactualy havealot of women
who convert becausethey’ remarried
toaMudim,” said Ms. Bdllivian, who
married a Palestinian Muslim two
years ago.

Latino Muslims - before and af-
ter Sept. 11 - said peerswho ask how
they could trade in their culture for
another have confronted them. “1’ve
been asked why | adopted an Arab
culture,” Ms. Ballivian said. “That's
just a lack of knowledge about Is-
lam.”

Britain considering Islamic mortgages

Andrew Verity, the personal fi-
nance reporter for BBC, reported the
moves by the Treasury and the Bank
of England to encourage Islamic
mortgages, investments and current
accountsin Britain.

While the number of well-to-do
British Mudlimsisgrowing, many are
avoiding buying homes. That is be-
causeitisagainst Islamiclaw to bor-
row or lend at arate of interest. Now
it hasemerged that at |east threelead-
ing banks are preparing to launch
special homeloansthat get round the
problem by avoiding charging inter-
est. But they need the Treasury to
change the rules to make their plans
viable.

Under Islamic law - Sharia- you
cannot lend or borrow at a rate of
interest. To buy a dream house, ei-
ther you break the law, or you do not
get amortgage. Under the strict law
of Islam, you should not be giving
interest and you should not be re-
ceiving interest and living in the
Western society, it becomes ex-
tremely, extremely difficult to avoid.

Market research from
Datamonitor shows the number of
wealthy British Muslimsisgrowing.

Is the Middle East the only
source of terrorism?

by Zafar Sddiqui

When the “War against terror-
ism” started, George Bush declared
thiswas awar against terrorism and
not awar against Islam. Yet prosecu-
tion of the war seems to target only
countries with predominantly Mus-
lim constituencies.

After the fal of the Taliban and
Al Qaida, US mediaoutlets continue
to speculate, without any support,
about the next target —will it be So-
malia, Yemen, Iraq, Iran or the Philip-
pines? Even respectable mediaout-
lets fall prey to this hyperbole by
holding website polls with outra-
geouslistsof options, none of which
included the standard choice of
‘none’! The United States and the
media proceed under the assumption
that Somalia, Yemen, Iraqg, Iran, and
the Philippines are the sole territo-
riesfromwhich terrorism arises.

Whilemany USmediaoutletslead
the world to believe that such coun-
tries exclusively harbour and effect
terrorism, US State Department sta-
tistics prove otherwise. With respect
to worldwide terrorist acts (i.e. ter-
rorism not solely directed at the US),
US Department of State's statistics
reveals, contrary to popular belief, a
totally different picturefromthat por-
trayed by a war clamouring media.
Although these statistics do not in-
clude the numbers for 2001 and the
terrible 9/11 terrorist attacks, they are
still very much relevant giventhere-
petitive pattern of the terrorist at-
tacks around the world.

For example, over afive-year pe-
riod from 1995-2000, 2129 terrorist
attackstook placeintheworld. Latin
America claims the largest incident
rate of terrorist incidents attackswith
729 (34%); Western Europe, thedar-
ling of the“ civilized world,” follows
with 608 (29%) terrorist attacks; Asia
comesadistant third with 267 (13%)

terrorist attacks. Surprisingly, the
Middle-East, where Western media
often claims terrorism is integral to
the culture, is a distant fourth with
199terrorist attacks. Readersshould
note, this accounts for only 10% of
worldterrorism.

Asagainst the United States, US
State Department’s website shows
that from 1996-2000 therewereato-
tal of 676 terrorist incidentsdirected
at the United States worldwide.
Again, Latin America accounts for
75% of theterrorist incidents against
theUnited States (510 attacks). West-
ern Europe accounts for 10%(atotal
of 65) of the attacks directed against
the US, and the Middle East ranks
third with amere 3.7% (25 incidents
of terror against the United Statesin
abyear period).

Given these statistics one won-
derswhy “Christianterrorism,” does
not receive as much scrutiny as*“ls-
lamic terrorism.” The mediaowesa
duty to the US publicto questionthe
assumptions of any US policy (de-
spite John Ashcroft's belief). The
mediareally doesadisserviceto our
nation when it blindly subscribes to
the views of hawkish “terrorism ex-
perts’ and other |slamophobes. The
US State Department statisticsfly in
the face of those who posit that the
Middle East isthe only source of ter-
rorism. Perhaps the assumptions
and motives of those putting forth
such notions should be openly
tested.

Asthewar against Al-Qaedaand
the Taliban proceeded, the United
Stateswas actively concerned it was
losing the popularity war among
Musdlimsabroad. If the Bush doctrine
extendsthe” War Against Terrorism”
to other “Muslim” countries can the
United States ever hope to change
the minds of the Muslim popula-
tion? Given the US State Depart-

Led by HSBC, British banksare now
trying to devise mortgages for them
that avoid charging interest.

Aftab Siddiqui istheBritish head
of iHilal, aDubai-based finance house
that helps banks market home loans
that comply with the Sharia.

“The problem is that they have
got the resources available to get a
conventional mortgage, but they
would not do that because that does
not comply with their religious be-
liefsor Idamic lifestyle,” says aftab
Siddiqui. Thisisan issue of concern
and many Muslimsarestill livingina
rented property.

With Islamic mortgages, the bank
might buy a 90% share of the home
whilethe homebuyer buys 10%. The
homebuyer borrows nothing, but
pays a rent instead, only some of
which will go straight to the bank.
The rest goes towards gradually
buying the bank out of its share of
the property.

These home loans do comply
with the Sharia, said the Islamic
scholar, Dr Zaki Badawi of the Mus-

limcollegein Ealing, west London.

“You may say; ‘but that's very
much like the other companies’, [but]
thereisonedifferencewhichisvery
important,” he said.

“Supposing he failed to pay and
we' regoing to sell thehouse. If | am
abank, aMuslim bank, lending to a
Muslim, sharing with him, I am not
going to sell the house in the way
that it issold now, by puttingitinan
auction and selling it at the easiest
and the fastest price.”

The question these new financial
services will raise is whether or not
ordinary Muslimswill beinterested.

For now, Islamic mortgages are
only for the wealthy. Because the
bank takes ownership of the prop-
erty before the homebuyer does, two
sets of stamp duty are paid.

Onhisowninitiative, the Bank of
England governor, Sir Edward
George, hasmet |slamic bankersand
the Treasury has set up a working
party to look at whether that can be
changed. The hope is that by next
year, affordable Islamic mortgages
will bearedlity.

ment’s statistics, will the United
States bring the war to non-Muslim
countries? Only when the United
States has the courage to remove re-
ligious qualifiers from this war
against terror targets, and pursueter-
rorism committed by our foesand our
alliesalike, will the United Statesbe

able to convince much of the Mus-
limworld that thiswar isnot agai nst
Islam and Muslims.

[Editorial Note: Although this
commentary is about the U.S,, the
scenario in Canada is not different.
Noting that Canada has never been
a target of terrorist attacks in the
past, thanks to her foreign policy of
peacekeeping, theincidences of har-
assment to Muslim families point to
a shift towards Americaninfluence.]

Zafar Sddiqui is Executive Director of
the Islamic Resource Group in Fridley,
Minnesota.

Pass this copy
of The Ambition
to a friend
after reading.
Help us bring
the message of
Islam to others.
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The Middle East: A Media War?

by Hussein Hamdani

"In wartime, truth is so precious
that she should always be attended
by a bodyguard of lies."

(Sir Winston Churchill)

This article will tackle the com-
plex issues surrounding the media
portrayal of the current Middle East
conflict, between the Palestinians
andthelsraglis. Indoing so, thewriter
will answer six essential questions.
Thefirst questionis, istherereally a
Middle East media war?* If the an-
swer isin the affirmative, than who
are the combatants, what are they
fighting for and who arethevictims?
Secondly, what is the picture that is
being painted by the media of the
conflict? Thirdly, What is the result
or consequence of the media por-
trayal ? Fourthly, arethere any exam-
ples of how the media coverage can
misrepresent, obscure and miss im-
portant aspects of the conflict?
Fourthly, according to somejournal-
ists, what is their explanation as to
why the mediacoverageistilted and
biased? Lastly, what can we as Ca-
nadian citizens do about the media
war?

Isthere a war going on?

The simple answer is yes, there
isawar going on. But thiswar isnot
over land or booty, but for the hearts
and minds of the global community.
Thewar isover public relations and
public perceptions. Both the Pales-
tiniansand the | sragliswant theworld
to seethem asthevictimsof aggres-
sion and violence. They want the
court of public opinion to find the
other liable and guilty of violating
basic human rights. The goal is to
have the world community put pres-
sureon the aggressor to compromise
its position and to concede to the
victim’'sdemands.

What picture is being painted?

For the Palestinians, the portrayal
is quite unflattering. As Canadians,
werarely hear about the Middle East,
until amajor incident takesplace, for
example, abomb at apizzeriaor Is-
raeli soldiers killing dozens of pro-
testing youth. Once this sensational
occurrence takes place, the cameras
roll to capture dishevel ed young Pal-
estinian boys throwing stones, or
distraught Israelis picking up body
parts off the street. However, what

we rarely see is the ordinary, daily
livesof thelsraelisand Palestinians.
Asaresult the picture that ispainted
is one of continuous violence,
disheveled Palestinian youth, Pales-
tinian suicidebombersand I srali citi-
zensin general, and mothersin par-
ticular, inmourning.

What is the result of the Por-
trayal?

Theresultisthat theworld isbe-
ing duped into believing in an inac-
curate description of theMiddle East.
Many peopleare under the mistaken
impression and grand myth that on
thewhole, thelsraglisarethevictims
of violence, aggression and terror.
This is because the only time most
Canadians see or hear about this
conflict is after a major terrorist at-
tack against Isragli citizens. What
rarely gets showcased is the small-
scale and psychological war the Is-
raelis conduct against the Palestin-
ians on a daily basis. One must re-
member, that it isthe Pal estinian peo-
plewho areliving under illegal mili-
tary occupation, and that in the last
year and a half, of the 1,177 people
killedinthisconflict, approximately
900 of them have been Palestinians.
It is crystal clear that the Palestin-
iansarethetrue victims of violence,
state-sponsored terrorism and ag-
gression... that is the reality, even
thoughitispolitically incorrect to say
itinthis day and age.

When the few journalists who
spend time in the region write, their
reports are often damning of Isragl.
Onerecent exampleis ChrisHedges
article found in the October edition
of Harper’sMagazine, titled “ Seven
Days in a Palestinian Refugee
Camp”. Hedges only spent seven
days, but in that short time he nar-
rates, “...there are no sounds of gun-
fire. The[lsraeli] soldiers shoot with
silencers. The bulletsfrom the M-16
rifles tumble end over end through
the children’sdlight bodies. Later, in
the hospital, | will see the destruc-
tion: the stomachs ripped out, the
gaping holes in limbs and torsos.
Yesterday, at this spot the Israglis
shot eight young men, six of whom
were under the age of eighteen. One
wastwelve. This afternoon they kill
an eleven-year-old boy, Ali Murad,
and seriously wound four more, three

of whom are under eighteen. | have
seen children shot in El Salvador,
Algeria, Guatemala, Sargjevo, but |
have never before watched Soldiers
entice children like miceinto atrap
and murder them for sport.”

Are there any examples of how
media coverage can misrepresent,
obscure and miss important aspects
of the current conflict?

Although there areissues of note
inamost al itemsin thecommercia
media, thispart of thearticlewill high-
light some of the problems with se-

taken serioudly. A cold, hard look at
the situation “forces any reasonable
commentator to conclude that the
relentless Israeli violence has not
stopped taking Palestinian lives and
limbsfor asingle day.”?

Palestinians are “terrorists,”
Israelisare”vigilantes’

Nigal Parry inanarticlefoundin
The Electronic Intifada, states after
examining recently article from the
New York Times, itisclear that where
it comes to Palestinians, armed
groups that attack civilians are

manticsand terminol ogy.

A non-existent “Iull”,
“quiet”, or “calm” —the
blatant semantic clues of
journalists admitting they
fall to consider Isradli vio-
lence against Palestinians
noteworthy.

In arecent article for
The Electronic Intifada,

Ali Abunimah and Nigel proiep

Parry wrotethat inthelast
two weeks of December
2001 and thefirst week of
January 2002, many mem-
bersof themediawerere-
peating as a mantra that
there has been a“relative
cam” inthelsragli-Pales-
tinian conflict. The
American National Public
Radio (NPR)’'s corre-
spondent Linda Gradstein told Bob
Edwards on January 3 that: “You
know, there's been actually three
weeks of relative quiet. Only onels-
reeli has been killed in those three
weeks, asopposed to 44 Israeliswho
werekilled when Zinni was herelast
timein November and early Decem-
ber.”

Infact, since December 13, 2001,
until January 6, 2002, at |east 28 Pal-
estinians, most of them unarmed ci-
viliansand 11 of them children, have
been killed by the Israeli occupation
(more than one killed per day).
Abunimah and Parry conclude their
article by stating that the fact that
NPR and other media organizations
consistently and deliberately ignore
these dozensof Palestinians brutally
killed by Israel demonstrates in the
clearest possible terms that only Is-
ragli lives are valued and only the
concern and security of Israel are
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termed “ militant” groupsand the ad-
jective “terrorist” is regularly used
to modify uses of the noun “ attack”.
However, when it comes to armed
Jewish groupsattacking civilians, the
rules change slightly, and attacks are
never described as “terrorists.” The
term “terrorist” isapplied by the New
York Timesonly to Palestiniansinthe
conflict. When reporting the July 19,
2001, Jewish settler shooting of three
Palestinians, including a three-
month-old baby, not only do we not
see the attack described as “terror-
ism” by the New York Times, but the
perpetrators are described as “vigi-
lantes:”

“For days, Israelis have been
holding their collective breath wait-
ing for areprisal attack after adrive-
by shooting, presumably thework of
Jewish vigilantes, that killed three
Palestinians, including a3-month-old
boy.®”

As far way from “terrorist” as
whiteisfrom black, the word “vigi-
lante” has an implicit justification.
Merriam-Webster dictionary defines
vigilante as: A member of a volun-
teer committee organized tos u p -
press and punish crime summarily
(as when the processes of law ap-
pear inadequate); Broadly: a self-
appointed doer of justice.

Although the use of the adjec-
tive “vigilante”’ isunlikely to bein-
tended by any journalist toimply the
killing of three Palestinians—includ-
ing a baby — on their way to awed-
ding party asan act of ‘justice,” their
inappropriate use of the word does
make it obvious that many journal-
ists shy away from applying the ad-
jective“terrorists’ to Israglis but do
not apply the same restraint when
writing about Palestinians.

Palestinians “ attack,” |srael
“retaliates’.

Thejournalist Norman Solomon
searched the Nexis database of U.S.
media coverage during thefirst 100
daysof 2001. Hefound severa dozen
stories using the phrase “Isragli re-
taliation” or “Israel retaliated.” Dur-
ing the same period, he reported that
he could only find one article that
used the phrase “ Palestinian retalia-
tion” or “Palestinians retaliated.”*
Both sides of the conflict, of course,
describetheir violence asretaiatory.
But only one side routinely benefits
from having its violent moves de-
picted that way by magjor North Ameri-
can media. The huge disparity inthe
mediaframeisameasure of overall
slant of news coverage.

Thelllusion of Balance

Seth Ackerman, ajournalist with
the not-for-profit mediawatch group
Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
(FAIR), did a comprehensive study
of NPR’sreporting of theMiddle East
conflict.® She said that FAIR com-
menced the study because both Pro-
Palestinian and Pro-Israeli groups
claimed that NPR was biased in its
reporting. To examine these compet-
ing claims, FAIR studied NPR’s cov-
erage of | sraeli-Palestinian violence,
examining how often NPR reported
fatal attackson Israelisand Palestin-
ians. The study looked at all NPR
News coveragein thefirst 6 months

Continued on page 9



TheAmbition, Muharram - Safar 1423/ March - April 2002

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

A Media War

Continued from page 8
of 2001.

During the 6-month period stud-
ied, NPR reported the deaths of 62
Israelis and 51 Palestinians. While
on the surface that may not appear
to be hugely lopsided, during the
sametimeperiod 77 Israelisand 148
Palestinians were killed in the con-
flict. That means there was an 81%
likelihood that an | sraeli death would
be reported on NPR, but only a34%
likelihood that a Palestinian death
would be.

Of the 30 Palestinians civilians
under theage of 18 that werekilled, 6
were reported on NPR — only 20%.
By contrast, the network reported on
17 of 19 Israeli minors who were
killed, or 89%. While 61% of the
young people killed in the region
during the period studied were Pal-
estinian, only 26% of those reported
by NPR were. Ackerman concludes,
“apparently being a minor makes
your death more newsworthy to NPR
if you are Isragli, but less newswor-
thy if you are Palestinian.”

These numbers suggest that NPR
may attempt to pair reports of |sragli
and Palestinian casualties in an ef-
fort to appear balanced. According
to the Israeli human rights group
B’ Tselem, approximately 80% of all
casualties are Palestinians, aratio of
about 4 to 1. Given that disparity,
Ackermanwrites, “ thefact that NPR
has reported the same numbers of
Israglisas Palestinians[or even more
Israelis deaths then Palestinians]
would seemtoreflect fear of appear-
ing anti-Israel more than it reflects
reality.”

Why is the media so one-sided?

AccordingtojournalistsNormon
Solomon and Rabert Fisk, there are
two reasons why the media in gen-
eral and journalistsin particular are
undeniably pro-lsragli: One, fear of
getting fired, missing apromotion or
having your column yanked; and
secondly, a concerted smear cam-
paign labeling journalists critical of
Israel as“anti-semites’ or “ self-hat-
ing Jews.”

The noted journalist Robert Fisk
sounds off about the abuse he has
had for daring to criticizelsrael inthe
western press. In a column for the
English daily, The Independent, in
December 2000, hewrote, “1 am be-
ing vilified for telling the truth about
Palestinians. The abuse being di-
rected at anyone who dares to criti-
cize Israel is reaching McCarthyite
proportions.” His column describes
the abuse that he and others go
through on a daily basis, from pro-
Israel lobby groups who pressure
various newspapers to censure arti-
cles and pieces critical of Israel. He
wrote that Noam Chomsky, himsel f
Jewish is one of the most profound
philosophers of our age, but his
scathing reviews of the Israeli occu-
pation and America' sblind, unques-
tioning support for Isragl now earn
him ever moreruthless abuse. In the
U.S., Chomsky wrote, that a whole
populationiskept inignorance of the
facts because “the economic and
military programmes of Israel rely
crucially on US support, which is
domestically unpopular and would
be far more so if its purposes were
known.” Fisk continues, “ignorance
of the Middle East is now so firmly
adhered to in the US that only afew

tiny newspapers report anything
other than Israel’ spoint of view.” But
theattempt to forcethe mediato obey
Israel’s rules is now international.
Fisk writes,“ We must say that Is-
rael isunder siege by Palestinians

(rather than occupying Palestinian
land), that Palestinians are responsi-
ble for the violence (even though
Pdestiniansaretheprincipal victims),
that Arafat turned down agood deal
at Camp David (though he was of-
fered just over 60% of hisland,
not 94%) and that Palestinians in-
dulge in child sacrifice (rather than
question why the I sraeli troops have
shot so many Palestinian children).®

In Canada, CanWest Global
owned by Israel Asper, controlsover
27 daily newspapers. According to
arecent article Peter Desbaratsin the
Globe and Mail newspaper, journal-
ists and reporters at CanWest have
been threatened with termination of
employment if they disagreewiththe
Asper family’s fiscal and political
opinions.” Andif they persistindisa-
greeing with the Aspers' positions,
David Asper says, they should ei-
ther find work elsewhere or “ put their
money wheretheir mouthisand start
their own newspapers.” In other
words, tow our line, or you' refired...
so much for journalistic freedom and
integrity!

Desbarats describes what hap-
pened to Mr. Douglas Cuthand of
Saskatchewan. Cuthand, a native
Canadian journalist was construc-
tively dismissed after his column
comparing native Canadiansand Pal-
estinians, scheduled to run last De-
cember 28, 2001, wasdropped. Inhis
column, Cuthand admitted that “ over
the years | have maintained a sym-
pathetic point of view toward Pales-
tinians— 1 seethem asthe Indians of
the Middle East.” That line was
enough to havethis 10-year journal-
ist pressured out of job.

Smear Campaign againg anyone
critical of I srael

In Normon Solomon’sacclaimed
book, The Habits of Highly Decep-
tive Media, and in various articles,
heexplainsthat to help maintain pres-
surefor afavourable mediatilt, sup-
portersof |srael have anot-so-secret
weapon, brandished most effectively
as a pre-emptive threat — the charge
of anti-Semitism; “any Americans
who speak out against Israel’s ex-
tremedisregard for humanrightsare
liableto beinthelineof fire.”

He states that instead of trying
torefutecritiquesof Isragli policies,
it ismuch easier to equate criticism
of Israel with anti-Semitism—"atime-
worn way of preventing or short-
circuiting real debate on the merits
of the issues. It is absurd and dan-
gerousto claim that bigotry is at the
root of calls for adherence to basic
standards of human rights. But the
ongoing threat of the“ anti-Semitic”
label helpsto prevent the US media
coverage from getting out of hand.”

Whatever the case may be, there
is no doubt that journalists gener-
aly understand critical words about
Israel to be hazardous to careers.
“Rarely since the Second World War
has a people been so vilified as the
Palestinians,” commentsFisk. “And
rarely hasapeople been so frequently
excused and placated as the Israe-
lis”

Fisk is asking his colleagues to

America’'s First
Muslimah Judge

ZakiaMahasa, Master Chancery
in the Family Division of the Balti-
more City Circuit Court by Nadirah
Z. Sabir, Azizah magazine.

Zakia Mahasa, the first Muslim
woman ever to be appointed to
ajudgeship in the American
courts, never apologizes
for who she is; instead,
she gains respect and
accumulates success
after success by fo-
cusing on being out-

1° %
L

sionately that what gives her the

aplomb to pursue her interests and
to be herself isher Islamicfaith.

“You really have to have a cer-

tainty and surety and confidence

about yourself,” as a

Muslim, Zakia ad-

vises. “It carries

me through eve-

rything | do.

My way of life

[asaMudlim]

is superior to

standing at whatever
she does.

A powerful pres-
encein the courtroom

anything out
there. | believe
God wanted
me in this po-

and adynamicwoman
who knows her own mind, Zakiahas
possessed this drive to achieve and
strong sense of direction since her
earliest years. “When | was about
four years old,” she smiles, “| was
reading the newspaper. There's a
game, Wishing Well. ‘You'd count
the letters in a name — mine spelled
out, One day, you'll be a lawyer or
doctor.” So | thought, | have to do
really well in kindergarten so | can
getinto areally good first grade!”
Sincethen Zakia sfortunes have
multiplied with the power of that kind
of determination and focus and on
her belief in God. She asserts pas-

search their consciences: “Our gut-
lessness, our refusal to tell thetruth,
our fear of being slandered as ‘anti-
Semites —the most loathsome of li-
belsagainst any journalist meansthat
we are aiding and abetting terrible
deedsin the Middle East.”

Solomon concludeshisarticle by
stating that anti-Semitismisareality
intheworld. Likedl formsof religious
and racial bigotry, it should be un-
equivocally opposed. “ The effective-
ness of such opposition is under-
mined by those who cry wolf, using
charges of anti-Semitism asaweapon
in a propaganda arsenal to defend
Israel’s indefensible crimes against
the Palestinian people.”

What can we do about it?

The answer is simple: learn the
truth. How? It is important for peo-
pleto reaizethat every reporter has
abias of some sort. The more varied
and objective the source of informa-
tion, the better off you will be.
Searchers for truth should research
independent media sources and
should critically analyze everything
that they hear and read. Do not let
those who have a hidden agenda, or
in some case, not so hidden, dupe
you.

Some examplesof independent or
alternative media sources covering
theMiddle East are:

Fairnessand Accuracy in Report-
ing : www.fair.org, The Electronic
Intifada: www.electronicintifada.net
- has many excellent links, and
swww.freespeech.org

Also look for articles by Robert
Fisk, The Independent, articles by
Noam Chomsky, Israel’s Independ-
ent media Center:
www.indymedia.org.il and Articlesby
Israeli journalist Amira Hoss in
Ha' aretz

[ References given in this arti-
clescanbeverified fromthewriter]

sition.”

Zakia's study of Islam began
while she was an undergraduate at
the University of Maryland, where
she was majoring in business man-
agement. She declared her shahadah
[profession of faith] ayear later.

“It was initially difficult for my
mother,” Zakiarecalls. “| had acousin
who had a bad experience with the
Nation of Idam.” But Zakiaknew her
path and stuck to it, and by the time
Ramadan came, only two weeks after
her conversion, Zakia says her
mother “had my meals ready at the
end of the day!”

Zakid sfather had more pragmatic
concernsover hisdaughter’sconver-
siontoldam. Since Zakiawasheaded
toward law school at that time, he
wondered whether there would be
any placeforaMusliminthecircles
of American law. Zakia herself was
not at all worried. Sheexplains, “Is-
lamreally doesfreeyou of al that. If
God wants it for you, nobody can
takeit away. | felt that as

long as| looked professional and
really knew what | was doing,” suc-
cesswould follow.

Zakid's father asserted that ap-
pearances are important in the legal
profession, but Zakiawould not com-
promise her faith. “When | first be-
came Muslim, from the very begin-
ning | was covered,” she says. “At
work | knew it wasimportant to look
professional. | dress well. | wear
suits, skirts, dresses, blazers. They're
longer, looser. | don't wear over-gar-
ments to work, but it's evident I'm
being modest. My hair isalways cov-
ered, but pulled back and out of the
way. | did my researchand | am con-
vinced that | am properly covered;
you can dress many ways and still
be properly covered.”

Much of her success Zakia at-
tributes directly to thisrefusal to be-
tray herself or her Islamic principles
in order to be accepted by or blend
inwith others. Of heriman [faith], she
says firmly, “I don’t wear it on my
sleeve. But | don't hideit. It'swho |
am.” If you stand for what you are,
even if it isdifferent from the main-
stream, Zakia believes, others will
respect you. “My being a Muslim
doesn’t mean I’'m standoffish or re-
clusive. I'mvery approachable,” she
says.

Above dl, she advises, in order
to earn the respect of others, “You
have to be good,” at what you do.

Zakiaexcelsat what shedoes. As
Master Chancery in the family divi-
sion of the Baltimore City Circuit
Court, she presides over domestic

To all therocks in
your life...

A philosophy professor
stood before his class and
had some items in front of him.
When class began, without utter-
ing a word he picked up alarge
empty mayonnaisejar and started
fillingitwithrocks. Therockswere
about 2" in diameter.

He then asked the students if
the jar was full? They all agreed
that it was. Then, the professor
picked up a box of pebbles and
poured them into thejar. He shook
the jar lightly. The pebbles, of
course, rolled into the open areas
between therocks. Hethen asked
the students again if the jar was

full. As the students
laughed, they again agreed that
thejar wasfull.

The professor finally picked
up a box of sand and poured it
into the jar. Of course, the sand
filledup all thevoid.

“Now,” said the professor,
“1 want you to recognizethat this
isyour life!” “The rocks are the
important things. - Your
family, your partner, your health,
and your children. Anything that
is so important to you that if it
werelost, youwould be nearly de-
stroyed.”

“The pebblesare al the other
thingsthat matter. - Your job, your
house, your car.” Thesand iseve-
rything else. - Thesmall stuff. The
things that have to be done.”

”1f you put the sand into the
jar first, there is no room for the
pebbles or the rocks. The same
goesfor your life. If you spend all
your energy and time on thesmall
stuff, you will never have room
for the things that are important
toyou. Pay attention to thethings
that arecritical to your happiness.
Play with your children. Taketime
to get medical checkups.
Take your partner out dancing.”

There will always be time to
go to work, clean the house, give
a dinner party and fix the dis-
posal.”

“Take care of therocksfirst -
the things that really matter. Set
your priorities. The rest is just
sand.”

cases, hearing anywhere from nine
to thirty of them a day. These cases
tend to beemotiona and complicated,
involving abused, neglected and de-
linquent children. Zakiaunabashedly
brings a healthy Islamic outlook to
her work, believing that often the best
way to propagate Islam is by exam-
ple.

[Source: Islamic Information & News
Network]
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Newsroom

Attorney General
urged to shut
down racist
website

QUEEN’ SPARK - NDP Leader
Howard Hampton has slammed On-
tario’s Attorney General for being
slow to act on shutting down a hate
website that encourages people to
attack Sikhs, Muslimsand other mi-
norities.

“The Attorney General received
a complaint about this website in
September 2001 when it had Anti-
Semitic material on it,” said Hamp-
ton. “The person who runs the
websiteisaknown white supremacist.
Why hasn't the Attorney General’s
Office shut the website down or ar-
rested this individual for hate
crimes?’

The website is the subject of a
joint complaint from the Canadian
Jewish Congress, the Ontario
Sikhdharma of Ontario and the Is-
lamic Council of Imams - Canadato
the Toronto Police and OPP hate
crime units. It shows a Sikh and a
Muslimwiththetext: “ ThisisaSikh.
ThisisaMuslim. Please beat accord-
ingly.” filed ajoint complaint yester-
day

“Againweseeaclear exampleof
why the Conservative government
must reinstate the Anti-Racism Sec-
retariat,” Hampton said. “ There have
been physical and verbal attacks
against Muslims, Sikhs, Arabs and
Arab looking people that have esca-
lated since September 11. Policies
need to be put in place to deal with
theriseof racism.”

The NDP's Anti-Racism Secre-
tariat dedicated resourcesand inves-
tigative tools to eradicating racism
until the Conservatives disbanded it
in 1995. Hampton applauded the
Jewish, Muslim and Sikh communi-
ties for working together to stop the
website.

Muslim Leaders
Meet With FBI
Director

(WASHINGTON, D.C., FBI Direc-
tor Robert S. Mueller 111 met today
with representatives of several na-
tional Muslim and Arab-American
groups to discuss issues of concern
to their communities.

Topicsof discussion at the meet-
ing included the progress of the post
September 11 investigation, the sta-
tus and treatment of Muslims and
Arabs detained following the terror-
ist attacks on New York and Wash-
ington, the many incidents of back-
lash against Muslims and those who
appeared to be “Middle Eastern,”
and thecivil libertiesimplications of
using ethnic and religious profiling
asatool of law enforcement.

Meeting participants also dis-
cussed Attorney General John
Ashcroft’s published remarks that
“Idamisareligioninwhich God re-
quires you to send your son to die
forhim.”

Awad presented Mueller with a
summary of anti-Muslim incidents
reported to his group since Septem-
ber 11. CAIR received morethan 1700

RCMP ‘Violation’
leaves Muslim
family terrified

The RCMP's raid at an Ottawa
home has renewed criticism of the
government’snew anti-terrorism law.
Shortly after 7 a.m. on Tuesday, more
than a dozen plain-clothes officers
arrived with awarrant at the home of
aMuslim coupleto search their resi-
dence and cars, reports The Ottawa
Citizen.

The couple was not charged, but
the encounter has shaken the Mus-
lim community. “ Thereisalot of fear
in the community,” said Mohamed
Elmasry, president of theldlamic Con-
gress. He says searches of Islamic
homes have become common since
thelaw went into effect on Dec. 18.

Strong public support for anti-
terrorism campaignsismakingit dif-
ficult for individualsto protest viola-
tions of their rights, according to
Faisal Joseph, legal counsel of the
Islamic Congress.

“If they come out publicly their
names will be in the paper,” Mr.
Joseph said. “You try functioningin
your neighborhood as a known ter-
rorism suspect.” Mr. Joseph repre-
sents several people who have been
investigated under the law, and says
the limits of new legidlation are be-
ing grossly exceeded.

“1 have personally attended in-
terrogations and am absolutely
aghast at the types of questions be-
ing asked,” hesaid. “I’'m not blaming

Canadian Muslims call for investigation
of “Coercive” questioning

(OTTAWA, CANADA) - The
Canadian office of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-
CAN) and the Canadian Mudlim Civil
Liberties Association (CMCLA)
have called for an investigation into
the recent police questioning of a
Muslim Ottawaresident.

The resident, an immigrant who
speakslittle English, hasalleged that
two police officersentered her apart-
ment forcibly without a warrant,
searched her apartment, denied her
reguests to call her husband to help
with the translation, and asked
whether her husband ‘wore abeard.’

Inaletter filingaformal complaint
tothe police department, CAIR-CAN
Executive Director Riad Saloojee
wrote:

“As Canadian Muslims we have
a duty to stand for justice and help
our police ensure public safety. We
aso, however, have rights as Cana-
dian citizens to be accorded the full
benefit of the law and not to be stig-
matized or scapegoated because of
ethnicity or faith.”

“The allegations raised by the
complainant arevery serious. If true,
the tactics used were shocking, co-
ercive and unnecessary. Such ac-
tions undermine the trust that exists
between the Ottawa police and the
Muslim community and scars those
who have chosen to make Canada
their adopted home because of its
proud tradition of fundamental
freedomsand liberties.”

As national security has gained
critical importance after September
11th, Canadian Muslims have seem-
ingly been targeted by law enforce-
ment officers as reflected in the
number of complaints filed with
CAIR-CAN.

Whilemany visitshave been con-
ducted in good spirit, some reports
indicate that security forces have
used questionabletactics. For exam-
ple, individuals were visited at their
places of employment, and, in one
case, a Canadian Muslim was in-
formed that he should come in for
guestioning to ‘clear his name' but
not bring hislawyer.

these guys, they’ re new to thewhole
thing aswell,” said Mr. Joseph. “But
they’re asking people if they're Is-
lamic fundamentalists and | don’t
even know what that means.”

Theldlamic Congressispublish-
ing abook thisspring, which will in-
form people of their rightsunder the
anti-terrorism law.

Reporters asked to handle ‘Islamic’

jargon with care

BOSTON - An organization of
religion news reporters yesterday
suggested that reporters avoid the
term“Idlamicterrorist” or similar la-
belsasMuslims and their beliefsre-
ceive greater scrutiny.

TheReligion Newswriters Asso-
ciation said it was “troubled” by the
frequent use of the term in the days
after theterrorist attacksin New York
and Washington.

The resolution, adopted by a
majority vote at the group’s annual
meeting, also rejected “similar

such reports, including a number of
possibly bias-related murders. CAIR
Governmental AffairsDirector Jason
Erb also attended today’s meeting.

Groups represented at the meet-
ing included CAIR, American Mus-
lim Council, Muslim Public Affairs
Council, Islamic Institute, Arab
American Institute, the American-
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee,
along with a Sikh advocacy
organization.Awad presented
Mueller withasummary of anti-Mus-
lim incidents reported to his group
since September 11. CAIR received
more than 1700 such reports, includ-
ing anumber of possibly bias-related
murders. CAIR Governmenta Affairs
Director Jason Erb also attended to-
day’smeeting.

Groups represented at the meet-
ing included CAIR, American Mus-
lim Council, Muslim Public Affairs
Council, Islamic Institute, Arab
American Institute, the American-
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee,
along with a Sikh advocacy organi-
zation.

phrases that associate an entire reli-
gionwith the action of afew.”

The statement will be sent to the
240 members of the RNA and other
newsorganizations. Itwill bereleased
today by the Associated Press.

“Terrorist acts are committed by
individuals and groups for reasons
that often involve a complex mix of
cultural, religious, nationalist, eco-
nomic and psychological motives,”
the resolution said.

Hence, reporting in the wake of
the attacks should “avoid stere-
otypes [and] be aware of the com-
plexity of religioustraditions and to
usecarein attempting to describethe
motivesof terrorists,” theresolution
sad...

...American MudimsandtheU.S.
media should use the term God in-
stead of Allah, she said, and the
“hijab” that Mudlimwomen wear over
their head should be called ascarf...
Source: http://
www.washti mes.com/national/
20010924-28582028.htm

U.S. Weighs Chip
Implant

WASHINGTON (AP) - A Florida
technology company is poised to ask
the government for permission to
market afirst-ever computer ID chip
that could be embedded beneath a
person’s skin.

For airportsand other high secu-
rity facilities, the benefitscould bea
closer-to-fool proof security system.
But privacy advocateswarn the chip
could lead to encroachmentson civil
liberties.

The implant technology is an-

National Geographic
publishes Pakistan’s

map incorrectly

Who doesn’ t love National Geo-
graphic?It'sabeautiful magazine, full
of unique articles and exceptional
photographs. However, inthe current
issue (February, 2002) in a series of
articles called ‘Central Asia: The
“Stans’” Unveliled,” thereisan objec-
tionable map of Pakistan and Kash-
mir (p.118-9).

Thearticleon Pekistanasawhole
is negative, but the worst aspect of
the magazine's Pakistan profileisits
map. National Geographic uses the
Indian version of the map when de-
scribing Pakistan and does not show
Kashmir as disputed territory. It
shows Indian occupied Kashmir asa
part of India, thereby reinforcing In-
dia’'sclamthat Kashmir isits*legiti-
mate state.’

FBIClosesinon

Anthrax Terrorist:

Prime Suspectis a Zionist

by Hector Carreon

LosAngeles, AltaCalifornia- 2/
26/2002 - (ACN) Jewish microbiol-
ogist Dr. Philip M. Zack may be be-
hind the deadly anthrax contaminated
|ettersthat weremailedtoNBC's Tom
Brokaw, Senator Tom Daschle and
others, according to FBI sources. In
arapidly unravellinginvestigation by
the FBI, it appears that the “Arab-
hating-Jew” was behind a vile con-
spiracy to frameacolleaguewho was
bornin Egypt and whoworked, along
with Dr. Zack, at the U.S. Army’s
Medical Research Institutefor Infec-
tious Diseasesin Fort Detrick, Md.

LaVoz de Aztlan hasmaintained
from the beginning that the anthrax-
laced letters seemed contrived and
were purposely writtento make them
appear that they were coming from
someonein the Islamic World. New
information just released by the FBI
confirms our suspicions. On Octo-
ber 9, 2001 we published “ Anthrax
Terroristsmay be Zionists’ inwhich
we outlined the reasons for our sus-
picionsandin additionreported ona
letter we received with a yellowish
powder. On October 24, 2001 we pub-
lished an editorial “Anthrax Letter
Messages Seem Contrived” inwhich
we commented on our theory con-
cerning the origin of the letters. We
also published pictures of the three
actual letters and envelopes. We
have now compared the handwriting
on these letters to the one we re-
ceived and it looks suspiciously the
same. We are not handwriting experts
and have made the decision to pub-
lish the envelope and letter we re-
ceived so that our readership can see
for themselves. Our local police de-
partment never came to pick up the
envelopeand letter and westill have
theminadoublezip-lock plastic bag.
The letter and envelope addressed
to LaVoz de Aztlan are published at
http://www.aztlan.net/
letterbiochem.htm

Toview thefull article, please go
to: http://www.aztlan.net/zack.htm.

Hate crime policies needed —NDP

QUEEN’ SPARK - A policereport
revealing that hate crimesareway up
post September 11 has NDP L eader
Howard Hampton calling for imple-
mentation of the NDP'saction policy
on hate crimes.

“Racist incidents occur al too
often in this province and action is
required to stamp out this sort of
crimeonceandfor al. Thebacklash
We' ve seen since September shows
that the government needs to com-

other case of science fiction evolv-
ing into fact. Those who have long
advanced the idea of implant chips
say it could someday mean no more
easy-to-counterfeit |D cardsnor doz-
ing security guards.

Other usesof thetechnology from
an added device that would allow
satellite tracking of an individual’s
every movement to the storage of
sensitive data like medical records,
are already attracting interest across
the globe for tasks like foiling
kidnappings

municate that perpetrators of racism
will be prosecuted to the full extent
of our human rights laws, that we
have zero tolerance for racist words
and deeds,” said Hampton.

The report said the greatest in-
crease in hate crime activity took
placein September and October, im-
mediately following the terrorist at-
tacksin the United States.

“We need to recognize that there
are peoplein society who were moti-
vated by September 11 to commit and
justify hate crimes. Thosepeoplewill
continue to use incidents like these
to their advantage unless we insti-
tute a meaningful plan for fighting
racism.”

Since September 11 the NDP has
been helping victims come forward
to tell their stories and seek redress.
Hampton and Justice Critic Peter
Kormos have also demanded that the
Conservatives establish a hotline,
dedicate more OPP officerstoinves-
tigate hate crime complaints and re-
instate the Anti-Racism Secretariat.
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Yusuf Alitranslation of Quran banned
from public schools as “anti-Semitic”

LosAngelescity school officials
have pulled nearly 300 translations
of the Koran from school libraries
after learning that commentary inthe
books was derogatory toward Jews.

Copies of “The Meaning of the
Holy Quran” weredonated in Decem-
ber to the Los Angeles Unified
School District by a local Muslim
foundation, said Jim Konantz, direc-
tor of information technology for the
district.

Konantz said the books, offered
as agoodwill gesture in response to
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, were
distributed to the schools last week
without the usual content review. The
reasonsfor skipping thereview were
unclear, but the donor was known as
asupportive community member. On
Monday, Konantz received a com-
plaint from a history teacher who
concluded some of the book’s foot-
noteswere anti-Semitic. After review-
ing the book, Konantz instructed
principalsto secureall copiesintheir
offices until the district determines
what to do with them.

“It's not an issue of whether the
Koran should be available in the li-
brary,” Konantz said. “It’s like any
other research volume. But thesein-
terpretations are certainly in ques-
tion.”

One of the footnotes, for in-
stance, said, “ The Jewsin their arro-
gance clamedthat all wisdomand all
knowledge of Allahwasenclosedin
their hearts. But there were more
thingsin heaven and earth than were
dreamt of in their philosophy. Their
claim was not only arrogance but
blasphemy.”

Konantz said he is convening a
committee to review the books. He
said the panel will include history
teachers, representatives from the
Jewish community, and thedonor, the
Omar 1bn Khattab Foundation.

The decision is athorny one be-
cause the Supreme Court has ruled
that motiveiscritical in determining
whether itisconstitutional to remove
abook from aschooal library.

USC constitutional law professor
Erwin Chemerinsky said it would be
discriminatory for L.A. Unified to
stock books “written by Jews or
Christians that express criticisms of
other religions,” but exclude books
containing criticismsby Muslims.

Dafer Dakhil, director of the Omar
Ibn Khattab Foundation, which do-
nated the books, could not be
reached for comment \Wednesday.

Konantz said Dakhil met withhim
Tuesday and offered examples of
passagesin the Biblethat Dakhil said
were derogatory toward Muslims.

Konantz, however, said Dakhil
appeared to be unaware of the pas-
sages in “ The Meaning of the Holy
Quran” that had caused the com-
plaint. A frequent speaker at Board
of Education meetings, Dakhil has
also volunteered with parent groups
and has arranged for the district to
use his mosque near USC for
teacher-training sessions.

“Inthespirit of Dafer, hewastry-
ing to increase tolerance and under-
standing,” board member David
Tokofsky said. “That's the person |
know. It doesn’t jibethat there would
be such intolerant language.”

Khaled Abou El Fadl, a UCLA

Islamic law professor, said the book,
a 1934 trandation of the Koran, re-
flectsthe stereotypical imagespreva
lent at thetime—not only about Jews
but also women.

Despitethe problems, he said the
trandationiswidely disseminatedin
the United States because Saudi-af-
filiated institutions make them avail-
able for free or at a nominal cost.
Abou El Fadl said he believed use of
the work was inappropriate for pub-
lic schools because of its biases. Or,
if used, an explanation of the histori-
cal context should be included, he
said.

Source LATIMESFeb 7, 2002 -
http://Amww.latimes.conV Doug
Smith, Henry Weinstein and Teresa
Watanabe, Times Staff Writers

Indian Army Kills
4677 Kashmiri
People During Year
2001

In Indian held Kashmir, Indian
army killed 4677 Kashmiri peopledur-
ing the year 2001 from January 1 to
December 31 while682fell victimto
extrajudicial murders by the Indian
forcesin fake encounters and custo-
dia killings.

According to the statistics com-
piled by the Research Section of
Kashmir Media Service, 519 women
were raped or molested during the
preceding year while 2395 children
orphaned and 871 women widowed.

6058 civilians were illegaly ar-
rested by the Indian police and forces
personnel and 8002 tortured and in-
jured during the year. The number of
Kashmiri citizens including promi-
nent leaders and freedom movement
activists under detention at present
in variousjails across held Kashmir
and India stands at 5605. They had
been arrested on fake charges and
are being held under imprisonment
for indefinite periodswithout trials.

During their ravage and plunder-
ing the Indian troops destroyed or
damaged 1988 structures of various
kinds including residential houses,
schools and mosques.

The statistical data compiled by
KM S Research Section also reveds
that 374 Kashmiriswerekilled by the
Indian army in held Kashmir during
the month of December 2001 alone.
The figure includes 265 men, 13
women, one child and 95 citizen
mostly youth murdered in custody.
688 common citizens were tortured
or critically injured, 579 arrested and
170 houses and shops arsoned dur-
ing the preceding month of Decem-
ber 2001. During the month, 13 per-
sons were kidnapped and their
whereabouts are still unknown. 54
women were molested or gang raped
ed in the

http://
atabank/
RADbuses/

Hizbollah Rejects Saudi Peace

Plan, Backs Uprising

http://www.reuters.com/
news_article.jhtml;jsessionid=
HCZ3JUKAAMOP2CRBAEL
CFEYKEEARKIWD?type=
worldnewsg& Storyl D=647751

BEIRUT (Reuters) - Lebanon’s
Hizbollah guerrillagroup rejected on
Thursday a new Middle East peace
initiative by Saudi Arabian Crown
Prince Abdullah, saying the Pales-
tinianswere capable of defeating Is-
rael through armed struggle alone.
“The choice of jihad is capable of
winning a big victory in Palestine,”
said afaxed statement fromthe Shi’ite
Muslim group. “Even if we want to
discuss the territories occupied in
1967, it is possible to regain them
without paying aheavy political price

like normalization with the enemy,”
said the statement, which did not re-
fer directly to Abdullah’sinitiative.

Abdullah’s proposal, which he
floatedinaNew York Timesarticlein
mid-February, callsfor |srael towith-
draw fromall theland it occupiedin
the 1967 Middle East war in return
for the Arab world’s recognition of
Isredl.

Syrian and Iranian-backed
Hizbollah waged awar of attrition that
helped end Israel’s 22-year occupa-
tion of south Lebanon in May 2000
and which Israel believes has in-
spired the Palestiniansin their upris-
ing against Israeli occupation.

Note: Hamas also rejected the
proposed deal. see:

http://www.bday.co.za/bday/
content/direct/1,3523,1034256-6098-
0,00.html

U.S. May Help Train Military in

Republic of Georgia

WASHINGTON (AP) — ThePen-
tagon is considering sending 100 to
200 U.S. soldierstotheformer Soviet
republic of Georgiato help train its
military for anti-terrorism operations,
defense officials said Tuesday.

Russian and American officias
say fighters aligned with Osamahbin
Laden’'s al-Qaida network are holed
up in a mountain gorge in Georgia
near theborder with Russia’s breaka-
way Chechnyaregion.

No combat role is expected for
any U.S. forces sent to Georgia, the
officialssaid, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

Sending U.S. troops to Georgia
would mark the second large-scale
training operation undertaken by the
Pentagon in the aftermath of the Sept.
11 attacks. The United States has
sent 160 special forcestroopsto the
Philippinesto train soldiersthereto
go after another insurgent group
with alleged al-Qaidaties.

Russia has been fighting largely
Musdlim rebelsin Chechnyafor years
in a conflict Washington had criti-
cized asincluding humanrightsvio-
lationssuch asthekilling of civilians.
Since Sept. 11, Russiahas portrayed
Chechnya as another battleground
in the international war against ter-
rorism, and U.S. criticism of Russian
actionsthere hasall but disappeared.

Russian officials have called for
joint military operations with Geor-

that thissituation was best dealt with
through cooperation with the United
Statesand Georgia.”

The United Statesjoined in Rus-
sia’'scomplaints about the gorge ear-
lier thismonth, whenthe U.S. charge
d affairesin Georgia, Philip Remler,
said in a newspaper interview that
several dozen terrorists from Af-
ghanistan are operating in theregion.

Russian officials have even sug-
gested that bin Laden himself could
behidinginthePankisi Gorge, aclam
that Shevardnadze and other Geor-
gian officialshaveridiculed.

Georgian State Security Minister
Valery Khaburdzaniyais scheduled
to travel to Washington and London
in March to ask for help in fighting
terrorism, drug trafficking and other
crime.

Source: inin.net

http://www.nytimes.com/
aponline/international/AP-US-Mili-
tary-Georgia.html

Michigan columnist
says "Islam sucks"

I’mnot very fond of religion. The
practice is merely normative state-
ments without credible positive
statements to support them and is
largely determined by socialization.
Thisiswhy many people just adopt
thereligioninwhichthey wereraised.

Thisis also why you don’t find
many white people attending a
mosque or why peopleraisedin Or-
thodox Judaism don’t embrace
Christ. Thesecultural differencesare
nothing more than subtleties in the
cesspool of religion.

Some religions suck more than
others, though, and one of them is
Idam. It'snot Muslimsthat | didike-
| just disliketheir faith...

Islam also presents a danger to
the welfare of many duetoitsinflu-
encein Middle Eastern and North Af-
rican governments. |lam subjugates
hundreds of millions of women,
sexual minoritiesand other religions
where it's the law of the land. The
over-emphasis on treating people's
fait i -

Islam growing
fastin the US

Every day, when the sun rises,
thecall to prayer isheard in mosques
all acrossAmerica.

Islamistheworld's second-larg-
est religion — second only to Chris-
tianity. And now, because of immi-
gration and conversion, it's one of
America's fastest-growing faiths.
Muslimshere comefromall over the
world: Africa, Asia, theMiddle East,
but mostly fromthe USA...

“Thisis our Muslim moment in
thiscountry,” said Omar Ahmad, co-
founder of the Council on American
Idamic Relations(CAIR).

CAIRjoined other Mudim-Ameri-
can groups in condemning the Sep-
tember attacksas not only an affront
to America, but an affront to Islam,
aswell.

“We have to make our position
loud and clear,” Ahmad said. “Weare
against terrorism. This is absolute
mass murder, what happened on Sep-
tember 11th. “Intheweeksfollowing
those horrible attacks, Muslims re-
ported an escalation in hate crimes
against them...

Muslims in this country recog-
nized that they are not in the tradi-
tional portrait of America. They are
different by their way of dress, and
their dietary restrictionsthat prohibit
consuming pork and alcohol. But
Faheem Shuaibe, the Iman of a
mosqguein Oakland, saystheir differ-
encesdo not keep Muslimsfrom be-
ing true Americans.

“It may not be Ronald Reagan’s
America, or George Bush’'sAmerica.
We'retalking about the Americathat
isoriginal,” hesaid. “*Wehold these
truths to be self-evident — that all
men are created equal and endowed
by their creator with certain inalien-
ablerights.” That’swhat we believe
inlslam. We can find that almost lit-
erally intheKoran.”

CAIRisconcerned that thosecivil
rights for Muslims are now being
threatened by new federal policies
designed to strengthen homeland
security...

Ahmadand Hela Omeira, CAIR's
Northern California Executive Direc-
tor, are trying to organize the esti-
mated 200,000 Muslims in the Bay
Area through a voter-registration
drive, so they can speak withamuch
louder voice.

“1 think thisincident is a wake-
up call for Muslims,” Ahmad said.
“They live in America, and have to
act like Americans. They haveto par-
ticipatein the affairs of the society at
large, because they are citizens of
this country.”

Citizens, Omeira says, who are
guided by their Muslim beliefs, but
still respect the beliefs of others...

Source: http://beta.kpix.com/
news/local/2002/02/11/
Idam Growing Fagt in UY@2ES/@2Ehml

more productive values...

Didyou know that inIdlam, read-
ing the holy books of other religions
isaserioussin?...

http://www.south
end.wayne.edu/days/feb2002/
2262002/oped/idam/idam.html

[We wish the elite columnist had
read the Qur'an first and gave his
verdict after!!— Editors]
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No E-mail address? You don't exist!!

An unemployed man goesto ap-
ply for ajob with Microsoft asajani-
tor.

The manager there arranges for
him to take an aptitude test (Section:
Floors, sweeping and cleaning). Af-
ter the test, the manager says, “You
will be employed at minimum wage,
$5.15 an hour. Let me have your e-
mail address, so that | can send you
aformto completeandtell youwhere
to report for work on your first day.

Taken aback, the man protests
that he has neither a computer nor
an e-mail address. To this the MS
manager replies, “Well, then, that
means that you virtually don't exist
and can therefore hardly expect to
be employed.”

Stunned, the man leaves. Not
knowing where to turn and having
only $10in hiswallet, he decidesto
buy a 25 Ib. flat of tomatoes at the
supermarket. Within less than 2
hours, he sells all the tomatoes indi-
vidually at 100% profit. Repeating the
process several times more that day,
he endsup with almost $100 before
going to sleep that night. And thus
it dawns on him that he could quite
easily makealiving selling tomatoes.
Getting up early every day and go-
ing to bed late, he multiplieshisprof-
its quickly. After ashort time he ac-
quires a cart to transport several
dozen boxes of tomatoes, only to
have to trade it in again so that he
can buy a pick-up truck to support
his expanding business.

By the end of the second year, he
is the owner of a fleet of pick-up
trucks and manages a staff of a hun-
dred former unemployed people, all
selling tomatoes.

Planning for thefuture of hiswife
and children, he decidesto buy some
lifeinsurance. Consultingwith anin-
surance adviser, he picks an insur-
anceplan. At theend of thetelephone
conversation, the adviser asks him
for hise-mail addressin order to send
the final documents electronically.
When the man repliesthat he hasno
e-mail, theadviser isstunned. “What,
you don’t have e-mail ?How on earth
have you managed to amass such

wealth without the Internet, e-
mail and e-commerce? Just imagine
where you

would be now, if you had been

connected to the Internet from the
very start!”

After a moment of thought, the
tomato millionairereplied, “Why, of
course! | would be afloor cleaner at
Microsoft!”

Moral of thisstory:

1. Thelnternet, e-mail and e-com-
merce do not need to rule your life.

2. If you don’t have e-mail, but
work hard, you can still become a
millionaire.

3. Seeing that you got this story
viae-mail, you' re probably closer to
becoming a janitor than you are to
becomingamillionaire.

4. If you do have acomputer and
e-mail, you have already been taken
to the cleaners by Microsoft.

New & Interesting at MCCC

Reported by Munawar Merchant

The Hifz Program started at the beginning of Feb-
ruary at the Muslim Community Centre of Canada
(MCCC) inMississauga. Theprogramwill provide com-
plete memorization with Tajweed. Theinstructionsare
provided by Hafiz Faizan-ul Hag, the Imam of the cen-
tre. The centre is located at 3355 Collegeway at the

intersection of Ridgeway Blvd.

For moreinformation you can contact Hafiz Hag at
(905) 569-6222, Hafiz Nazir Motd aat (416) 264-0917, or

Brother Nazir Khan at (905) 828-5978

Also at the MCCC, Peer Tutoring will commence
on March 2002. Students will get assistance in Eng-

lish, Math, French and Science

The classes areto be held every Saturday between
11-1pm. For moreinformation you can contact Br,Riad
or 3. Ariffaat (905) 820-3463 or the M CCC at (905) 569-

6222.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AS AN
AIRLINE PASSENGER

As an airline passenger, you are
entitled to courteous, respectful and
non-stigmatizing treatment by airline
and security personnel. You havethe
right to complain about treatment that
you believeisdiscriminatory. If you
believe you have been treated in a
discriminatory manner, immediately:

1) Ask to speak to a supervisor.

2) Ask if you have been singled
out because of your looks, dress,
race, ethnicity, faith, or national ori-
gin.

3) Ask for thenamesand ID num-

12

The Deaf Muslim

| nter national has updated

the website with many additions
such asthe newly set up Deaf Char-
ity Fund for Deaf Muslims, Deaf
Muslim articles, and News about
Deaf Muslims in the Arab/Islamic
World.

http://www.angelfire.com/mo3/
deafmudims

Please alert other Muslims that
they arewelcometo request of finan-
cial donationsfromthe Deaf Muslim
International for the Deaf Charity
Drive. If there are any poor deaf
schools in

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Voice of a destitute

and paraplegic person.

Please help J. Ighal, a legal Canadian entrant on a
Mininster's permit who became paraplegic in a car
accident. By the Grace of God he survived after long
hospitalization. The insurance company has exhaused all
the specified fund on his treatment.

Now he totally depends on the community for help. He
does not have any access to the OHIP or assistance
until 2003.

Please generously spare even a dollar for him. May God
help you, bless you and reward you in this world and in the
Hereafter.

Please make cheque payable to:

Javed Igbal
900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147
Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6

You may send it directly to his bank account no
3140340, transit no. 16042-004, TD Bank, 948 S
Clair Ave. W., Toronto, Ont. M6C 1C8

Muslim coun-
tries, they
should ask the
DMI for help.

bers of all per-
sons involved
intheincident.

4) Ask wit-
nesses to give
you their
names and
contact infor-
mation.

5) Write
down a state-
ment of facts
immediately af-
ter the inci-
dent. Be sure
to include the
flight number,
the flight date,
and the name
of theairline.

6) Contact
CAIR tofilea
report. If you
are leaving the
co
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In the Name
of Allah

Continued from page 1

South Arabia, whenceit radiated into
theentire Arabian Peninsulaand the
Fertile Crescent, or the opposite,
originatingin Mesopotamiaand mov-
ing southward. It is proposed that
classical Arabic, of whichthe Quran
exhibitsthe most exquisiteideal, and
whichisstill in usetoday in asome-
what simplified register in most for-
mal Arabicwriting, isthe closest ap-
proximation as can be gained to
proto-Semitic. All thelanguagesthat
descend from proto-languages are
considered to be sister languages,
with varying degrees of similarity
between them. Hebrew, Arabic, and
Aramaic are sister languages in the
sameway that most of the languages
of Europe are (as aretheir more dis-
tant cousins Persian and Pashto);
their degree of relatednessisroughly
analogous to the Romance lan-
guages.

The Hebrew scriptures refer to
God as such by two words. The first
to appear, in the book of Genesis, in
the well-known rhythmic phrase,
whose trandation in the English Bi-
blepreservesagreat deal of the maj-
esty of the source language, is the
very generalized Semiticword for the
divinity in its local form:
“Elohim”. Thisword is constructed
of two parts: the root for divinity /
eloh/ and the plural suffix /-im/. The
plural ending here does not mean that
the ancient Hebrews conceived of
God as multiple. Instead it serves as
apurely grammatical device, an aug-
mentative, for emphasizing that God
is great. The similarity between the
generic Semitictermfor god /el/, the
Hebrew variant /eloh-/, and the Ara-
bic/allaah/ betraystheir common ori-
gin.

The name of Allah existed in the
Arabian Peninsulabefore the advent
of Isam and wasused in referenceto
God by Arab Christiansand Jews. It
remainsin usetoday in Arabic trans-
lations of the Bible along with the
word for “Lord”, in Arabic /rabb/
(cognatewith rabbi). ArabMudlims,
Christians, and Jews continueto use
both in referenceto God.

An operating principle in trans-
lationisto transfer conceptsfrom one
culture to another by means of the
closest equivalent in the target lan-
guage to its original meaning in the

Hijra: It's Significance in Islam

Continued from page 1

as verified by the revelation in the
Holy Quran: “ And when those who
disbelieved devised plans against
you that they may confineyou or slay
you or drive you away; and they
devised plans and Allah too had
arranged a plan; and Allah is the
best of planners’ (8:30)

The Prophet (pbuh) first revealed
this message to his cousin Ali (ra)
who agreed to sacrificehislifeif need
be, in order to help the Prophet in
leaving for Medina in the cover of
darkness, thus frustrating the
Quraish’splan of nation. With
Abu Bakr (ra), Muhammad (pbuh)
left Mecca after reciting verse 9 of
Surah Yasin“ And we have set a bar
before them and a bar behind them,
and (thus) have covered them so
that they see not”, and hid in the
Caveof Thoor. Hisenemies, however,
set out looking for him to carry out
their plan, but wereinterestingly mis-
guided. As they reached the cave,
Allah told aspider to form aweb on
the mouth of the cave and a pigeon
to lay eggs at the mouth of the cave,
thus confusing his enemies and pro-
tecting the Messenger (pbuh). The
Prophet (pbuh) ultimately reached
Medinasafely.

Medina entered a new era of its
history withthearrival of Muhammad
(pbuh). There he erected the pillars
of therealm of the Qur’ an, and forti-
fied it so asto bethelighthouseradi-
ating the beacon of truth to all hori-
zons, thus dispersing the darkness

source text when such an equivalent
exists. It might well be argued that
the Arabic trandations of the Bible
are “truer” than those into English
or other languages since two of the
source languages are sisters to the
target language. Many of the source
conceptsfind direct resonanceinthe
target culture. In the Bible and the
Quran God isone, asisindicated by
the unity of Hisname.

Heisthe same God.

David Wilmsen, with a Ph.D. in Ara-
bic language and linguistics, is director of
Arabic and Translation Studies at the
American University in Cairo. He learned
all the Hebrew he ever knew from his
grandfather, William A. Irwin, professor of
Biblical languages at the Oriental Insti-
tute of the University of Chicago, and one
of the team of translators of the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible. E-mail:
dwilmsen@aucegypt.edu.
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of the Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyah).

Whereas before the Hijra, Islam
existed as a collection of a few
faithfuls — barely surviving the in-
tense persecution — with the move
to Medina lslam transformed into a
statehood, providing much means of
protection and might. This placed
before the Muslims wider and more
important tasks such as strengthen-
ing the state and guarding it; build-
ing a society and consolidating it;
repelling the enemy; and spreading
the message of Islam and its unique
way of life.

It sufficesto know that withinthe
ten years that the Messenger of Al-
Iah (pbuh) spent in Medina, the new-
born state of 1slam was attacked by
dozens of military operations in
which the Muslims made numerous
sacrificesand faced all kind of diffi-
culties. But, at last, the existence of
Arab ignorance was overcome, and
the state of Islam prevailed over the
whole Arab peninsula.

Thus, each new Hijra year re-
minds Muslimsof the sufferings, the
adversities, the struggle, the hard-
ships, the patience, and finaly, the
victory of Islam.

Given the lesson in emigration
from the annals of the inception of
Islam, the question arises asto when
a Muslim is permitted to emigrate
under IsSlam?

The Messenger of Allah (pbuh)
moved from Meccato Medinaat Al-
lah (SWT)’sbeckoning. Hedid it in
the service of Allah (SWT). Surely
then, it would be perfectly correct for
aMuslim to emigrate in order to es-
cape persecution and perhapstorture
and death on account of being a
Muslim. But should a Muslim emi-
gratefrom hiscountry for materialis-
tic reasons or for marriage purposes?

To the vast

majority of us,
the Muslims in
Canada, thisisan
interesting and
all-important
question. Is our
emigration to
Canadafrom our
placesof birth an
Islamic Hijra?
When faced with
this question we
try to draw paral-
lelsfromearly Is-
lam and go to the
greatest lengthto
make our immi-
grationto Canada
an act of Islam.
The following
Hadith  from
Bukhari, ad-
dresses the quan-
dary most suc-
cinctly:

On the au-
thority of Umar
bin Al Khattab
(RA) who said: “I
heard the Mes-
senger of Allah
(pbuh) saying:

‘The rewards of
deeds depends
upon the inten-
tions and every
person will get
the reward ac-
cording to what

Our Wonderful Immune
System

Continued from page 1
mechanisms of the body ...

In the absence of even one of
these, the system would simply not
work. Therefore, it can by no means
be claimed that such a system could
have originated step by step through
evolution.

Who, then, hasmadethisplan?

Who knows that the body’s fe-

he intended. So whosoever emi-
grated for the sake of Allah (SWT)
and His Prophet (pbuh) hisemigra-
tion was for Allah and whosoever
emigrated for worldly benefitsor for
a woman to marry, his emigration
was for what he emigrated for.””

What thisHadith impliesisagen-
eral principlethat oneisrewarded for
hisdeeds according to hisreal inten-
tions and not according to his actual
deeds that might be good as such,
but motivated by ill intentions.

It also impliesthat to get the full
benefit of emigration, aMuslim must
striveto spread the Word of Allahin
any place that he or she migratesto.
Theworldly benefit of thisconscious
effort will be peace and harmony
among the Muslims and the receiv-
ing people, and a better reward will
be awaiting in the Hereafter.

The story of early daysof Islam and
the plight of Muslims has a lot of les-
sonsfor today’sMuslim Ummah. It tells
usthat we must face all the hardship that
comes to us with steadfastness. We
should make our migration to any coun-
try (or our stay there, for that reason)
the most beneficial to us by devoting
ourselves to promoting the understand-
ing of Islam to others by our behaviour
and actions. We must not be disheart-
ened by the ridicule from the ignorant
people. We should aways be polite and
humble and establish aculture around us

that is of peace, truthfulness, and mu-

ver must rise, and that only that way
the energy needed by the defence
army will not be spent elsewhere?ls
it the macrophages? Macrophages
are merely tiny cellsinvisibleto the
naked eye. They do not have the ca-
pacity to think. They are living or-
ganisms that only obey an estab-
lished superior order; they merely
carry out their duties.

Isit thebrain? Definitely not. Nor
does the brain possess any power to
create or produce something. Just as
in al other systems, in this system,
too, itisin aposition not to give or-
ders, but to obey orders and submit
to them.

Isit man?Certainly not. Thissys-
tem protects man from certain death,
athough he is not even aware that
such a perfect system is at work in
hisown body. Evenif manwereever
ordered to develop an army in his
own body to fight the enemy and
cause his fever to rise, and provide
thisarmy to work round the clock in
hisentirebody, hewould simply have
no ideawhat to do.

Today, mankind is not even able
to understand the details of the
present order in theimmune system,
despite all the technology at its dis-
posa — much lessimitateit.

Itisan obviousfact that man was
created with all of his features in
place. Willingly or unwillingly, he
submits to his Creator and the sys-
tems He has established. Just aseve-
rything else does...

“...No, everything in the heav-
ens and earth belongs to Him. Eve-
rythingisobedient to Him.” (2: 116)

tual respect. We must have faith in
Allah and His Mercy, bestowed
upon those who are steadfast.
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LAMENT OF THE QUR’AN

As an ornament do they adorn me,

Yet they keep me and sometimes kiss me.

In their celebrations they recite me. <~
In disputes they swear by me.

On shelves do they securely keep me
Till another celebration or dispute, when they need me.

A

Yes, they read and memorize me,

Yet only an ornament am 1.

My message lies neglected, my treasure untouched,
The field lies bare, where blossomed once true glory.
Wrong is the treatment that | receive

So much to give have I, but none is there to perceive.

by Mahir-ul-Qadri

Our mission #1

Let's work together’

For peace of the world,
Let's unite forever,

Hair straight or curled,
our mission #1,

Is to save our fun,

of playing freely outside,
Not to run or hide,

And have our minds cleared,

Of all our unpeacful thoughts,

Destruction is feared,

So let's undo the knots,

Let's work together as one peaceful world,
Let's unite forever,

Hair straight or curled.

Safiyya Ali, 13

DEATH OF A ROSE

She whined and weakened as death
approached her.

He came stealthily, without a sound

And captured the child’s sickly soul.

No more could she cry or whimper, as for
death there is no cure.

This is the story of a young brave

Who once was a rose soon to be blossomed.
But death overtook this innocent creature
And sent her away to her earthly grave.
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But is it not for all, that soon we will leave

The golden treasures that we so dearly
cherish?

And move on to the unknown world before us

That may be filled with sorrows and grief? \

He will also come knocking on our door

one day
Requesting our co-operation to meet destiny.
Our worldly treasures will be of no use to us,
Neither help nor comfort will they pay.

1

Perhaps this story is a lesson for us to

take heed,
As people have entered and left this world.
Some have succeeded and others have failed.
But in the end it all depended upon their deed.

1

By Marium F. Ahmad,
OAC, Western-Tech. Comm. School

A page from the

Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

Year Two of Hijra: Change of Qibla

The Adhan was intro-
duced near the end of the
first year of hijra so that
Muslims could gather to-
gether at one set time to
offer their daily prayers in
congregation. Prior to this
people would pray alone or
in small groups at any given
time.

Because of the addi-
tional blessings of praying
in a large gathering, and to
regulate the 5 daily
prayers, Bilal was ap-
pointed to give the Adhan
to call all Muslims to
prayer at given times.

One of the important
aspects of prayer was to
face a focal point, or a
gibla, when praying. When
the Prophet Muhammad (S)
was in Makkah he offered
his prayers facing “Mugam
Ibrahim” in Jerusalem to
revive the faith of Prophet
Abraham. He faced this di-
rection for two reasons.
First of all, although it was
more desirable to face the
Kabah, the non-believers

also used the Kabah as their
Qibla when praying and
therefore he did not want to
use it as a focal point. Sec-
ondly, although the Jews
were not Muslims, they were
People of the Book and he
preferred this practice as
opposed to the non-believers
who worshipped idols. So, he
offered his prayers facing
“Mugam Ibrahim”, the site of
Prophet Abraham, which
faced Jerusalem.

With Islam so widely
spread in Madinah, it was
revealed to the Prophet (S)
that the direction should be
changed and that Muslims
should face only the Kabah
when offering their salat:
“Turn thy face towards the
Sacred Mosque; and wher-
ever you are turn faces to-
wards it” (Quran 2:8).

The change in Qibla an-
gered the Jews. They be-
lieved that they were more
superior and that any
prayers should always be
made facing Jerusalem. Be-
cause the Muslims were no

longer facing Jerusalem,
the Jews began making
false accusations about the
Prophet (pbuh); the accu-
sations were so strong that
some weak Muslims began
to questions the validity of
the change.

This prompted Allah to
reveal some more verses
from the Quran. These
verses declared the follow-
ing:
1) to worship Allah in
any direction is as good as
the other but a specified
direction was necessary to
distinguish the believers
from the non-believers

2) by changing the di-
rection of the Qibla, Jews
who pretended to be Mus-
lims would not join them in
prayer, since the Jews be-
lieved that prayer should
only be made facing Jeru-
salem

3) it's not the Qibla that
is important but the prayer
and intention of the person
performing the prayer that
is important.
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ISLAM

By: Hawo Mursal, Canada

I would never trade any-
thing for my belief. Ifitis
the moon or the sun 1 would
never trade anything for my
belief.

Islam gives me every-
thing, a freedom and com-
plete way of life. Also that
what I need the most of all.

My religion of Islam
stands for many things, but
I would love to share what
Islam stands for, here for
five letters that Islam
stands for Intelligent, Sen-
sible, Leadership, Affection,
and Manner. If you put all
those letters together it will
form the word of ISLAM!

You see how beautiful it
is.

I am a believer

Islam doesn't stand any
bad names but Islam stands
for, justice, freedom for the
human right and also it stand
for the complete way of life.

I am a believer.

As many of us want to
escape from the reality of
life .

But Islam shows us the
purpose of life. You see how
wonderful it is.

I stand for the freedom
that Islam gives to me.

I stand for the justice of
the human right. Aswell as |
stand for the challenges of
life. Islam shows me that re-
ality of life. You see that |
wouldn't even trade my won-
derful religion of Islam for
any thing.

My hopes, dreams, fu-
ture, love and my life all
those things cared in Islam.
So how can | ever change or
trade my beautiful religion
of Islam for anything that is
in this world.

I am a believer

Islam is a faith but not
what others think of Islam

I would never trade my
beautiful religion of Islam

I am proud of my religion.

5,000 copies of The Ambition have been distributed free of charge at several
mosques in and around Metro from as far as Kingston and Oshawa in the east to
Brampton, Burlington, Kitchener, and Hamilton in the west. You may also pick up your
copy at many Muslim grocery stores.
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