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Excellence In
Interacting with
Parents

Obligation to one’s parents is immediately
nextto one’s obligations to Allah.

by Ayub Hamid

Allahhas enjoined upon us ex-
cellence in our interaction with our
parents. In the Holy Qur’an, one’'s
behaviour with one's parents has
been placed immediately after men-
tioning Tawheed (oneness of God)
and pure submission to Allah.

Allah saysintheQur’an: “ Your
Lord has decreed that you do not
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wor ship except Allah and deal with
your parents in an excellent man-
ner. If oneor both of themreach old
age in front of you, do not express
any annoyance to them, do not
raise voice to them and speak
pleasantly, say only respectable
things. And lower yourselfin humil-
ity with kindness in front of them
and pray: O Lord have mercy on
them as they brought me up when |
wasyoung.” (17:23)

Similarly, when reporting
Lugman’s admonition to his son
about not associating any partners
with Allah or equating anyonein any
respect with Him, Allah interrupts
theflow of what Lugmanhad saidin
order to emphasize one’'sobligation
to his parents, saying: “We have ex-
horted man (human beings) about
his parents. His mother bore him
enduring difficulty after difficulty,
nursing (suckling) him for two
years, so thank Me and your par-
ents” (31:14)

The same style of commanding
I hsaan towards parentsimmediately
after emphasizing Tawheed as our
duty to Allah isrepeated in the fol-
lowing verses:

“And remember when wetook a
promise from Israelites that: Dedi-

Continued on page 14

Why Love the Prophet ?

He did not leave behind any material wealth.
However, he left a Divine Book and his own role model

Muslims will be marking the
birthday of Prophet Muhammad,
may God's peace and blessings be
upon him, around the middle of the
month of May. Whereas Muslims
lovethe Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
only next to the God Almighty, there
are usually no worldwide celebra-
tionsto mark his birthday.

But why has Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) been loved by
billions of Muslims and respected
by millions of non-Muslimsfor the
last 1,400-plus years? Muslims do
not worship Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh). But they love him because,
with the Divine Word, he had intro-
duced humanity to noble ideals.
And hewasaliving exampleof these
ideals, whichinclude:

1. Universal Monotheism:
“ThereisOne God and everyoneand
everythingisHiscreation.” Thiswas
the same universal message deliv-
ered by al of God’'sMessengersand
Prophets before Muhammad (pbuh),
including Noah, Abraham, Moses
and Jesus, may God's peace and
blessings be upon them all. Today,
Islam is the only faith that teaches
universal monotheism. Any onecan
embrace Islam, irrespective of hig/
her origin.

2. Freedom: Thefreedomtowor-
ship, to seek knowledge, to make a
living, and to live in peace and se-
curity are human rights. Everyone
is responsible for his/her faith and
deeds. There is no superiority be-
cause of family, gender, race, colour,
nationality, or social status. God
loves those who have more piety
and do more good deeds.

3. Knowledge: To seek knowl-
edgeisareligious duty. Every use-
ful type of knowledge is highly re-
garded. Every learned person, irre-
spective of religion, gender, race,
colour, nationality, or social status
is highly respected.

4. Fellowship: Thereisafellow-
ship between people. They al come
fromthesamemaeandfemae Adam
and hiswife. Thisfellowshipisin-
tensified even further from people's
country of origin, religion, commu-
nity, language, etc. However, the
basic fellowship ismaintained.

5. Moderation istheNorm: We

all must seek moderation in enhanc-
ing our physical, mental, and spir-
itual well being.

6. Commonweelth World Order:
ItisGod'sWill to create usinto dif-
ferent races, colours, and nationali-
ties. We must seek co-existence and
achieve peace and justicein acom-
monwealth of world order.

7. Rights and Responsibility:
Everyone has individual rights and
responsibilities. Collectively, we
should seek to establish both
equally.

8. Lifeand Death: Lifeand death
arered . Everyone sHereafter canbe
either better and everlasting or
worse and everlasting than thislife.
Final justice is completed in the
Hereafter. Faith and deeds are nec-
essary and sufficient.

9.Menand Women areComple-
mentary: Any man and any woman
can achievethe highest statusin the
sight of God Almighty based onfaith
and deeds. They have complemen-
tary roles, rights, and responsibili-
ties. Motherhood is highly re-

garded. Family lifeisacornerstone
for everyone'swell being.

10. ReligiousDutiesarelnclu-
sive: Religiousdutiesinclude every
decent act. The value of each act is
according toitsintention. Making a
living, seeking an education, pray-
ing, giving charity, keeping asmile,
and helping others are only a few.
Enjoining good and stopping evil
arecollective duties.

11. Justice, Kindness, For give-
ness, Love, Patience, Tolerance,
Gratitude, Per severance, Sincerity,
and Hope: The practice of these
qualitieswill bring uscloser to God
Almighty. Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) was the perfect husband,
son, father, leader, friend, judge,
neighbour, and above al, hehasal-
waysstressed in humility that hewas
only a human messenger from the
Creator to all of His creations. He
did not leave behind any material
wealth. However, he left a Divine
Book and his own role model. You
do not haveto bean Angel tolivea
lifeliketheonehelived.

Ten Things Every
Muslim Should Do

by Yahiya Emerick

I’ ve often been confronted with
people who are really motivated to
do something for Islam, but who
were aimless. You know what I'm
talking about. Sometimeswe are so
filledwith fedlingsof wantingto help
but we don’t really know where to
begin.

Doesn't it seem like there's just
too much that needs to be done?
Muslims are starving in war zones
all over the world; kings and dicta-
torsrape our lands; misinformation
about Islamisrampant; our children
are succumbing to the non-Muslim
way of life; maybe half our family
membersdon’t practice |slam, even
if they say they’'re Muslim; the
Masjid needs funds; Muslims need
to be taught the difference between
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what's Islam and what’s cultural,
etc...

I’m sure many of you could add
endlessly to thislist. Have you ever
felt like the problems are just too
great to solve? Have you ever
blocked it out of your mind because
if you redly thought about it you
would become depressed? If so,
thenyou're not alone. I’ ve met tons
of believers, rea sincere people, who
lament that they don’t know what
to do or how they can really help.

Of course, there are some peo-
plewhowill make one specificissue
their focus and they’ | work to help
inthat direction. For example, some-
one might make the support of the
local Masjid their cause. Another
person may support whole-
heartedly an Islamic school or the
activitiesof arelief agency, etc... But
most of us don't have time to do
justice to those types of goals like
we should.

But the alternative, sitting at
home and watching TV is hardly
worth our time when there are red
Muslims out therewho need us, and
a cause that we must support. Soin
view of all the variables that affect

most of our livesinthemodernworld,
Continued on page 4
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Where is the Ummah?

Asachild, | remember my father telling usafable about afarmer who
called his children to his deathbed. Thefarmer told them to bring awhole
bunch of sticks and tie them together in a bundle. Then he asked them to
try to break the sticks. No matter how hard they tried, none of the children
was ableto break them. Then the father untied the bundle and asked them
totry again. Now, it wasapiece of cake! Within notime, thetwigswere not
only broken, but also reduced to tiny pieceslike hay! The dying father had
given apractical lesson to his children: Unity has strength.

Today, we boast about being some 1.2 billion in number. But that is
ALL we are: 1.2 hillion people! We are the most disunited and conse-
quently, the most non-influential people in the world. We have no say
over our own affairs. Thereis no central authority and not asingle issue
on which we have a unified position.

Thisattitude of non-cooperation starts at home — the family does not
operate as aunit anymore— and istranslated into our national and inter-
national affairs. Aslong aswe are safe, wedon’t care about others’ suffer-
ing. A lot of the time, we even stab each other’s back to prove our own
“righteousness’ and “liberalism.”

Wearedividedinto tribal, racial, and lingual groups. We are obsessed
with cultural and trivial differences. It ismy personal observationthat if, in
a group of Muslims, there is 99% agreement on a matter, they will split
because of that 1% difference and will not try to work out acohesive plan
of action.

History can be the best teacher if we want to be students. A quick
glance at the account of nations shows that whenever people were di-
vided, they suffered a downfall. It was true in the medieval times of the
Christian erawhen Islamic forces captured about one third of the world.
Today, the Muslim world is facing the same fate. For the last couple of
centuries, it seems that Muslims have been living the life of a group of
orphaned and abandoned children. There are scores of Muslim countries
but not asingle Muslim voice.

Today, the Muslim Ummah is bleeding al over. Be it Chechnya or
India, Palestine or the Philippines, Kashmir or anywhere elsein theworld,
Muslim blood seems to be cheaper than water. It’s like open season on
Muslims. Our hearts are crying but we can’t do anything to alleviate the
suffering of our brothers and sistersin faith.

We cannot deny the physical results of each and every action. Unity
brings about victory and achievement of goals. United forces— whether
good or evil — stand victorious, even though, sometimes, we don’t want
toadmit it. After all, even the“world'sonly superpower” had to muster an
aliance in order to bring about the destruction of Iragq and the fall of
Afghanistan.

Allah has directed our attention to learn from aslittle objects as ants.
L ook how steadfast and co-operative they are. Together, they can move a
piece of food hundred timestheir own size. Indeed it’sthe united struggle
and perseverance that brings about the desired results.

We must learn from other nations like the Sikhs and Jews. L ook how
few in number, but how influential they are! Jews suffered annihilation at
one point and there was no hope for them. But today, they stand as the
strongest nation in theworld. Even America, theworld’s strongest power,
seems to be helpless in the face of their defiance. What is the secret?
Unity isthe secret.

There are three things that Allah has told us in the Qur’an: One, to
hold tightly the rope of Allah and do not fight among each other: "And
hold fast all together by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you) and
be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's
favor on you; for ye were enemies and He joined your heartsin love so
that by His grace ye became brethren; and ye were on the brink of the pit
of fire and He saved you fromit. Thus doth Allah make his signs clear to
you: that ye may be guided.” (3:102)).

Two, that Allah doesn’'t change the condition of a people unless they
changeit themselvesfirst asmentioned inthe Qur'an, " ...\erily never will
Allah change the condition of a people until they change it themselves
(with their own souls) ... (13:11.)

Finally, three, that Allah changes the state of people when they show
humility towards God. "Allah has promised to those among you who
believe and work righteous deeds that He will of a surety grant themin
the land inheritance (of power) as He granted it to those before them;
that He will establish in authority their religion the one which He has
chosen for them; and that He will change (their state) after the fear in
which they (lived) to one of security and peace: “They will worship Me
(alone) and not associate aught with Me." If any do reject faith after this
they are rebellious and wicked.” (24:55)

Sothereisno need to despair. There WIL L beanother day after along
night. HeWIL L changeour condition. But first we haveto unite, make an
honest struggle with steadfastness, and then depend on Allah. Ask only
Him for help. All this, of course, hasto start from our individual effort at
home, with our families.

Then, we won't need “over abillion.” Only a few million Muslims,
dedicated and the best in their Iman, will bring about the change in the
course of history.

The big question is: Are you going to be one of those millions?

Asma\Warsi

L etters/ Opinion

Jenin — Remember This Word

By Ramzy Baroud

Jenin. Remember this word, for
every time you lose faith in human-
ity, all you need to doisto recall it.
Repeat inside of you, slowly, when
you aredown andfrail. It should give
you vigor and lift your spirit. It'sa
symbol of courage, courage beyond
these times of despair and degrada-
tion, couragethat’slegendary, almost
mythological. How else can we ex-
plain that asmall refugee camp, less
than akilometer sg. length and width
stands for days in the face of hun-
dreds of tanks, Apache helicopters
and thousands of trained killers, they
cal soldiers?

Established in 1953 as a make-
shift tent city to host thousands of
Palestinian refugees, thissmall camp
breeds tenacity and defiance. Many
of those Palestinians who were up-
rooted from their villages in Pales-
tine to live in the most humiliating
conditions were still able to see the
land that once was theirs, by simply
gazing west.

For nearly five decades they
looked west. Now, when their elders
die, their children who are raised in
the same impoverished yet proud
Pal estinian camp, also learned to gaze
west. West is Palestine, their home,
where they were told stories by ag-
ing grandmas of how wonderful life
oncewas. It was areminder of their
dire hardship and life under occupa
tion.

Thirteen thousand refugeeslived
in the Jenin refugee camp, located
near the city of Jenin in the West
Bank. Their dream wasbeyond paved
roads, functional sewer systemsand
good schools. Their dream was re-
turning home. Many held the deeds
totheir land in Palestine, some even
held the large old keys of their rav-
ished homes, and most of them knew
too well what UN Resolution 194
meant: it wastheir right to return.

But for decades those refugees
remained without homes, without
rights, and for decades they were
subjected to never ending cruelty. In
1967, Israel added insult to injury
when it invaded the West Bank and
Gaza, the refugees are now under
military occupation.

In recent years, the young popu-
lation in the camps have grown to
reach 44 percent of the total number
of refugees. Yet with little means,
many managed to attain aproper edu-
cation at nearby Universities, Bir
Zeit, Bethlehem and Ngjah. A young,
educated yet defiant generation was
born and raised in the small camp, a
population that never forgot to look
west, where Palestine is, a popula-
tion that never feared to carry onthe
torch of a dying generation. That

Kind words from a reader
| visited a restaurant last
weekend and found a copy of the
current “The Ambition”.
Alhamdulillah| really enjoy read-
ing the contents of this newspa-
per,. It isvery well written. | vis-
ited your website and was happy
to find that you have an archive

of the previous issues.
May Allah help you to con-
tinue to produce this newspaper
Khairun Nissaa

dying generation taught them one
valuable lesson: never forget our
land, our rights, our pride and our
dignity. And they never did.

When Palestinian streets ex-
ploded with anger in aloud cry for
freedom, the uprising was just get-
ting started, and the Jenin refugee
camp was there, leading the crowd,
chanting theloudest, demanding jus-

/ Space permitting, all \
op-eds and letters
are published
regardless of the
journal’s policy. We
entertain all letters,
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address, and
telephone number.
Only names will be

\_published.
letters@theambition.com

tice, human rights and return.
Israel knew too well what Jenin
meant for itsmilitary aspirations, that
continued on page 12

Arabs pledge solidarity - Is
the dream coming true?

DUBAI — Notwithstanding the
deterioration of the Middle East cri-
sisin recent days, last week’s Arab
summit in Beirut proved to be asuc-
cess at least on one count — thanks
to Irag. Whilethe summit’sfind state-
ment “categorically” rejected amili-
tary strike against Baghdad, bigger
gains came by way of awell-orches-
trated seriesof diplomatic coupsthat
President Saddam Hussein’s regime
unfolded in the presence of 22 coun-
triesin the Lebanese capital.

First, in the face of U.S. threats,
Iraq sought to consolidate reconcili-
ation effortswith its Gulf neighbours
by pledging in writing, for the first
time, never to repeat its 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait.

Second— and equally, if not more
significant in theimmediate context
— Iraq's presidential envoy |zzat
Ibrahim and Saudi Arabia Crown
Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz
hugged and kissed, again the first
such high-level public contact since
the 1990 Gulf crisis, when Iragq had
threatened to oust al “illegitimate
Gulf monarchies’ and Riyadh had
allowed the United States to use its
base to raid Baghdad.

Thebreakthrough came after Irag
and Kuwait reached alandmark rap-
prochement agreement and Ibrahim
and the head of the Kuwaiti delega-
tion, First Deputy Premier and For-
eign Minister Sheikh Sabahd Ahmad
al-Abah, nodded at each other and
shook hands.

Hailing mediation efforts by
Oman and Qatar, the agreement said
Arab leaders“welcomed Iraq's con-
firmation to respect the independ-
ence, sovereignty and security of the
state of Kuwait and guarantee its
safety and unity to avoid anything
that might cause arepetition of what
happenedin 1990.” Kuwait had long
insisted that Iraq admit that itsinva-
sion was in violation of all interna-
tional chartersand norms. The U.S.-
led Gulf War ended the Iragi occupa-
tionin1991.

Later, the Kuwait foreign minis-
ter said that the handshake was
merely a “protocol” courtesy but
admitted that he was “100 percent
satisfied” withtheagreement. Heaso
hinted that Kuwait no longer de-
manded an apology from Irag for the
1990 invasion. Under the declaration,
Iraq was urged “to cooperate in or-
der to find a prompt and final solu-
tion to the issue of the Kuwaiti pris-
oners and missing persons and for
its restitution of properties in line
with the relevant international reso-
[utions.”

But the prospect of the agree-

ment sticking rests on how Kuwait
and Iraq resolvethe prisoners of war
issue. Kuwait maintains that more
than 600 of its and other countries
nationals disappeared during the
Iragi occupation and chargesthat the
missing are till being held in Irag.
Baghdad has admitted taking prison-
ersbut said it lost track of them dur-
ing a Shi’'ite Muslim uprising in
southern Iraq that followed its evic-
tion from Kuwait in 1991. Iraq also
saysaround 1,140 of itsown nation-
asarestill missing sincetheconflict.

Obviously, the process of recon-
ciliation, coupled with the summit’s
rejection of use of force against an
Arab country, hasto be seen against
what iswidely believed astheU.S.’s
determination to launch military
strikes against Iraq as part of Wash-
ington’swar against terrorism.

Even though Ibrahim stressed
that Irag was holding out its olive
branch as a sign of goodwill, not
“out of fear of the United States, Brit-
ain or any other enemy, “thereislit-
tle doubt that Iraq carried out athird
diplomatic win with its move at the
Arab League summit — by inserting
‘another thorn in Washington’s
hegemonic designs.’”

In Baghdad, Salim al-Kubaisi,
head of thelragi parliament’sforeign
and Arab relations committee, hailed
the agreement as “a big step toward
foiling [American] hostile schemes
against Irag.”

Mustafa Alani, an Iragi analyst,
said Baghdad has finally woken up
to the Bush administration’savowed
intention to topple Saddam Hussein
and is trying to internationalize its
standoff with Washington. “Iraq may
have been able to add Arab backing
to European oppositionto aU.S. at-
tack on the grounds that it would
throw the Middle East into turmoail,
but Washington feels that ousting
Saddam is a goal worth defying
world opinionfor,” heexplained.

“Seeninitsentirety, thesummit’'s
rejection of any attack on Iraq and
call for the lifting of UN sanctions
imposed against that country in 1990
should serve as the strongest-yet
messagethat the Arab worldisunited
in rejecting the U.S. approach to
Irag,” saysP.V.

Vivekanand, editor of aGulf dally.
Wheat facilitated that approach was
“adopting... moves to settle differ-
ences and burying the hatchet in the
Irag-Kuwait and Irag-Saudi stand-
offs,” he adds.

Vivekanand also saysthat it was
clear that the Arab summit wasin no
mood for any horse-trading over Iraqg,

Continued on page 14
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Why | love the Ten Commandments

by Hesham A. Hassaballa

One of my all time favourite
movies is the Ten Commandments
starring Charleton Heston. Al-
though | am of Egyptian ancestry, |
root for Moses and Israel through-
out the entire movie. The depiction
of the bondage the Children of Is-
rael suffered pains me each time |
watchthefilm. | lovethe parts show-
ing the Nileturning to blood, the hail
starting on fire, and the “night of
death” when all the first born of
Egypt die. By and large, however,
my absolute favourite part is the
splitting of the Red Sea. Despitethe
story in the movie differing quite a
bit fromthelslamicversion, | try not
to miss the Ten Commandments
when it airs each year. Surprised?
Don't be. Mosesplaysavery promi-
nentroleinlslamicbelief.

Moses, like Jesus and Abraham,
ishighly reveredinldam. Heiscon-
sidered one of the five mightiest
Prophets of God, along with Adam,
Noah, and Muhammad (peace be
upon them all). The Qur’an highly
regards Moses, describing him as
“the chosen of God” (7:144), “sin-
cere” (19:51), and “honourable’
(33:69). In addition, Mosesis even
more highly regarded because“ God
spokedirectly” tohim (4:164). There
are over 170 verses in the Qur’an
which speak indirectly of Moses or
mention him by name.

There are many stories about
Moses in the Qur'an as well. The
story of how Moses came to be
raised in the house of Pharaoh is
mentioned at |east twice. There are
several passages in the Qur’an
which detail Moses' confrontation

with Pharaoh after being commis-
sioned to take the Children of Israel
out of Egypt. In addition, the story
of the golden calf (20:82-99), the
splitting of the Red Sea (2:50), and
the Exodusout of Egypt (7:133-137)
all feature prominently inthe Qur’ an.
Far from being prominent in the
Qur’an only, Moses is mentioned
countless times in the traditions of
Prophet Muhammed (pbuh). In one
tradition, the Prophet rebuked one
of his companions saying, “Do not
give me superiority over Moses...”
because all Prophets are equally
honoured in Islam.

As a mandatory part of faith, a
Muslim must believe in and respect
all prophetsincluding Moses.

As Passover begins, when Jews
commemorate the night that “ death
passed over” the Children of Israel

in Egypt, it is unfortunate that the Is-
ragli-Palestinian conflict has caused ten-
sion between American Muslims and
Jews. While the particulars of Muslim
and Jewish belief may not bethe same,
Islam and Judaism still do have much
in common, and the differencesin be-
liefs should not preclude the two from
having agood relationship. | hope and
pray that the common belief of thetwo
faiths in Moses can serve as a much
needed bridge of understanding. It is
also my hopethat the common bond of
Moses will help Jewish and Muslim
Americanswork together tofinally end
the bloodshed and bring peace to the
Middle East. By the way, despite his
current role as the NRA president,
Charleton Heston will alwaysbe“Mo-
ses’ tome.

[Hesham A. Hassaballa, a physi-
cian, isacolumnist based in Chicago.]

Muslim 9/11 hero finally recognized

By Larry McShane, Associated
Press/Chicago Tribune, 4/6/2002
For six monthsafter Sept. 11, the
family of Salman Hamdani had to
endure the rumorsthat he was afu-
gitiveterrorist or that hewasin fed-
eral custody. On Friday, he was re-
membered for what he truly was: a

hero who died in the rubble of the
World Trade Center. Hisremainsin
aflag-draped coffin at a Manhattan
mosque, the 23-year-old
Muslim was praised at hislong-
delayed funera for a selfless and
fatal choice: heading to ground zero
to help his fellow Americans. “We

don't know how many people he
helped, how many lives he saved,”
Police Commissioner Raymond
Kelly told several hundred mourn-
ersat the lslamic Cultural Center of
New York. “But if you look at his
life, you know hewas determined to
make a difference—and he did. He
wasindeed ahero.”

On Sept. 11,

Hamdani left his
Queens home and
apparently saw the
disaster in lower
Manhattan unfold
from the elevated
tracks of the sub-
way train. Heimme-
diately headed to-
ward the scene. In
the weeks after his
disappearance, a
newspaper linked
him to the terrorist
attacks, and a flier
with hispicturewas
circulated among
city police officers,
saying an FBI-Po-
lice Department
joint terrorist task
force wanted to
speak withhim. The
fliers were unau-
thorized, and their
sourcewas unclear,
policelater said. But
the rumors about
his involvement in
the attack spread.
On Friday, his
mother blasted the
news reports, say-
ing “If your name
was David, the
story would have

been very differ-

ent...”

Mayor Michael Bloomberg joined
the police commissioner in consoling
thefamily.

“We have an example of how one
can make the world better,” he said.
“Salman stood up when most people
would have goneinthe other direction.
He went in and helped people.”

Muslim
journalist
honoured

Haroon Siddiqui winsthe National
press Club of Canada 2002 World Press
Freedom Award, The Toronto Star re-
ported.

“Siddiqui’ soutspoken critique put
amuch-needed national spotlight on a
serious and
growing
impediment
to freedom
of expres-
sion, par-
ticularly
press free-
dom, in
Canada. He
made Cana-
dians think
about this urgent and important issue”
complimented PEN Canada which
nominated Siddiqui for the award.

PEN also cited hiscritique of Otta-
wa's anti-terrorism bill, including its
provisionsto curb free speech through
increased surveillance of citizens.

“1 feel honoured, obviously, but it
isnot really a personal award,” said a
humble Siddiqui. “ They arereally hon-
ouring the idea that we cannot have
creeping censorship in Canada.”

From the
Qur'an

“Say ye: ‘We believe in
God and that which is
revealed to us; and what
was revealed to
Ibrahim (Abraham),
Isma’il (Ishmael),
Ishaq (Isaac),
Ya'qoob (Jacob)
and their descendants,
and that which was given
to Musa (Moses),

Isa (Jesus) and other
Prophets from their Lord.
We make no distinction
between any of them,
and itis unto Him that we
surrender ourselves.”

Ch. 2, Verse 136
-

4 From the A
Hadith

The Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) said:
“Both in thisworld and in

the Hereafter, | am the
nearest of all people to
Jesus, the son of Mary.
The prophets are
paternal brothers; their
mothers are different,
but their
religion is one.”

Sahih Al-Bukhari,
KVqume 4, Hadith 652 )

Br. Haroon’saward isan hon-
our for al theMudimsin Canada.
His courageous and timely col-
umnsin the Star present clear per-
spective of the political scene
abroad and at home.

Mr. Siddiqui wasthe Editorial
Page Editor of The Star between
1990 and 1998, and was respon-
sible for the paper's editorial
board, its editorial policy, car-
toons, letters to the editor and
columnsin the Opinion page. He
writesaregular column oninter-
national issues.
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Ten things Every Muslim should do

Continued from page 1

I’ve come up with alist of ten easy
things that every Muslim family
should do so that they can contrib-
uteto the betterment of Muslimsand
the establishment of Islam in the
West.

Anyone can do these ten things
and I've selected activities that are
not overly time-consuming, nor ex-
pensive. | expect that you'll agreeand
will tape a print out of these ten “to
do's’ to your refrigerator door. (Be-
fore grabbing that snack you can be
reminded about what ismoreimpor-
tant than filling your belly!)

1. Sponsor an Or phan

Before anything else, there are
hungry Muslim children everywhere
who have needsright now. Thereare
severd reputablerelief agencieswho
offer orphan sponsorship programs
that only cost from $20-$40 amonth.
You and | know that’s nothing ex-
pensive onyour part - sodoit. Some
agencies even offer automated with-
drawal so you can send aletter once
with avoided check and never have
tofill anything out again. Doing this
can makeyou closeto the Prophet in
Paradise.

2. Subscribe to at least three
Musdlim magazines

Thisis practicaly the only way
you can keep abreast of issues im-
portant to the Muslims in the West.
It al so supportsthe budding Muslim
media. Even if you don't intend to
read the magazines, subscribe any-
way. Someone around you will read
or you can leave them with others.
Makeit at least three and try to sub-
scribefor 2-3 yearsat atime.

3.GototheMagjid at least once
aweek for Salah

In the West today, nearly all of
us have aMasgjid within driving dis-
tance. Even if you don’t go to the
local Masjid for Jumu’ ah because of

your job, then go for at least one
Maghrib aweek or for Zuhr on Sun-
day. Whatever, just go at least once
aweek—WITH YOURFAMILY.It's
the only way that you and your fam-
ily will consider theMasjid to beyour
place.

4. Giveyour childrenanldamic
Education

If your children go to public
school, and thereisno Islamic school
nearby, then make sure they either
get into some Sunday school pro-
gram, or, if thelocal Masjid doesn’t
run it right, then pool together with
some like-minded families and run
your own program at somebody’s
house every Saturday or Sunday and
conduct it theway youthink it should
bedone. Thisistheminimum require-
ment for not losing your children to
secular society.

5. Buy books, cassettesand vid-
eoson ldam

Buy at least one book, audio or
video produced by a Muslim com-
pany or author per month. Have you
ever wished that there were better
itemsfor you andyour family’spleas-
ure? Unfortunately, Muslims don’t
support their own writers and artists
very well. No one can make even a
decent living if they want to write or
producefor the Muslim market. That
must changeif you want to see won-
derful products for you and your
children. Just buy one thing per
month. Either out of acatalog or from
your loca Muslim bookstore. For you
it's only $5-$10 bucks, but collec-
tively, it can encourage our creative
and talented brothers and sisters to
domore.

6.“ Adopt” aconvert

If you see any new Muslims at
your Magjid, then partially “adopt”
them into your family. The convert
experienceis basically one of isola

tion and loneliness. You'd be sur-
prised to know that most converts
areoutright ignored by the peoplein
the Magjid. Beyond a few pleasant-
ries and handshakes, they are usu-
aly never made to feel welcome or
accepted. They are often cut off from
their non-Muslim friends and rela
tives so they are doubly vulnerable.
A new convert should beinvited into
various peoples home for dinner a
minimum of six times a month. Get
together with others and make sure
you all put the new convert on your
guest list for any sort of gathering.

7. Givethegift of theQuran

Keep three extraQur’ an transla-
tions and some literature in your
home at all times. You never know
whenyou' Il find someoneinterested
who wants to know more. Besides,
your children read only and under-
stand only English. (You wouldn’t
believe how many Muslim families
don’'t have an English Qur’an trans-
lation in their homes! How will the
childread it if they don’t understand
Arabic (and they never understand
Arabic, evenif their parentsare Ara-
bic speaking!)

8. Gotooneconvention ayear

Even if you have given up on
them, you have to go. It's the only
way your childrenwill feel apart of a
greater community of believers. Think
about it and realize that you don’'t
just go to a convention for your per-
sonal enrichment. I1t’sabout Muslim
solidarity. Go to at least one every
year. Couple it with your vacation
plans or something. Just go.

9. Eat only Halal or Kosher Food

Besides al the religious aspects
| could mention, which are the most
important, by the way, there is an-
other advantage. You solidify your
identity and introduceto your family
the concept that animals should not
diecrudly (likethey doinall Ameri-
can slaughterhouses) and that Mus-
lims eat cleaner food. If thereare no
Hala meat storesnearby, you' |l prob-
ably find a Kosher store. At |east
many of the Jews are not shy about
Allah’s commandment there and
have established kosher markets
everywhere.

10. Createan Islamic environ-
ment inyour home

Lastly, make sure you and your
family have cultural-type items in
your homein abundancethat are as-
sociated with Idamor Idamicculture.
Everyonein your home should have
prayer beads, prayer rugs, kufis,
Hijabs, (evenif they’ rewornonly for
prayer), gowns, posters, wall
plaques, stickers, logo-shirts, Idamic
screen-savers on the computer, and
on and on. You want to establish an
identity in your home. Everything
outsideistotally un-Islamic. At least
let the Islamic flavor be present in-
side.

Originally, there were only ten
things on this list, but then a very
important item cametomind but | just
couldn’t bring myself to delete any
of the preceding items. Butinthein-
terest of simplicity, I'll keep the up-
per ten intact and mention thisitem
asaseparateissue becauseit’'ssome-
thing that you don’t really need to
list with the other things.

Thisisextremely crucial:

Resolvetoraiseyour family as

IMAP - Bringing Muslims together
for Marriage

IMAP (Islamic Matrimonial As-
sistance Program) is anon profit or-
ganization , working under the um-
brellaof theIMO (International Mus-
lims Organisation,
Rexdale, ON). IMAP's
main purposeisto bring
Muslims together in a
formal Islamic environ-
ment for themto be able &
tointeract and meet their ~ =
prospective spouses.
They have been around
for over two years, and in that time,
have had many successes in their
program where people have met and
gotten married through the program
(Alhamdulillah).

IMAP has had many good Imams
and renowned |slamic speakers
speak about marriage, itsbenefits, as
well as other aspects of it relating to
the society welive in. Past speakers
include Sh. Hamid Slimi (previously
with the London community, cur-
rently with the IMO), Sh. Faisal
Abdur Razzak, (previous president of
Taric Mosqgue, currently with thels-
lamic Forum of Canada), Sh. Abdool
Hamid (Toronto), Br. Ashraf
Zaghloul and Br. Jeewan Chanicka
are amongst others who have spo-
ken at their event.

“We have been successful in
hel ping peopleof all age groupsrang-
ing from studentsto working profes-
sionals who don’t have the time to
find a spouse,” says Urzurm, one of
theIMAP organisers. “Wealso have
many ol der individualswho arewid-
owed and divorced attend the event.
Singles/Divorced/Widowed/Parents
are amongst our participants in the
audience and our events usually
range from 150-300 people eachtime
(and steadily increasing).”

The events are held about 4-5
times a year and currently, IMAP
houses a database of about 500 to

Mudlims

Don't be passive. Don't sit
around and watch your spouse and
children drift further and further away
into disbelief and kufr. Would any of
you like to be on their deathbed and
then realize that they only left non-
Muslims behind them? Imagine en-
tering the great sleep with that reali-
zation on your heart!

These ten things can be done,
with minimal troubleand fuss, by each
and every Muslim family. Through
these ten points nearly every pur-
pose of Islam is served and you can
finally feel that you' re doing some-
thing in an organized fashion to help
promoteyour healthy way of lifeand
also to fulfill your responsibility to
your Creator. Give it atry and see
how easy these things really are.
Then stick with it. You have no ex-
cuses for inaction anymore.

600 candidates upholding privacy in
their information.

“The format of our events com-
prises of alecture, some workshops
onrelated issues pertain-
ing to the audience,”
saysUrzurum. “Topicsin
the past have been on
¢ issues of culture, com-
patibility, rules of en-
gagement, parent is-
sues, youth issues etc.
Then we have a dinner
at which point if anyone wants to
makeadirect contact with others, may
do so within the I slamic environment
that we provide. Knowledgeable peo-
ple may be asked questions, organ-
izers may be requested to help in
making contactsetc. Our programis
uniqueinitskind asit is not to ben-
efit our own purpose to make any
profit. We charge only to cover the
cost of having theevent. Aswell, we
striveto stay within Islamic confines
in order to accomplish this mission
of bringing people together. Many
Imams and mosques have endorsed
our program throughout North
America, from BC to Halifax, from
Floridato New York. We have their
support and their kind words,” she
concluded.

The core members comprise of a
small group of community members
who work many hours to help the
other Muslims in the community in
this cause. They understand thereis
alot of social pressure driving our
youths and elderstowards arranged/
forced marriages, and also, peopleare
resorting to clubs/pubs to find their
spouses, etc... Peoplewho aren’t able
to find spouses are falling into cases
of depression and someeven suicide.
They want to try to help all people
so they don’t succumb to the social
illnesses of the Secular society.

Thetaskinfront of IMAPishuge,
and all work isdonefe sabilillah (for
the sake of God) towards these
events. Many of the organisers are
employed full time and yet spend
hoursvolunteering their timetowards
thiscause. They imploreall mosques
to arrange for programs like this to
benefit their community.

The foundation of the Muslim
society isour family. Our family stems
from two people uniting for the sake
of Allahin marriage. We need to en-
courage our Muslimsto look within
inahala environment. Tolook within,
(community leaders/organisations)
such programs in our mosques
should be encouraged.

If you, or someone you know is
looking to meet other Muslims, be
sureto attend the next event on June
8th, 2002, inshalah. Visit their website
at www.imaponline.org for morein-
formation on IMAP and their next
event.
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Canadian MP becomes
voice of the voiceless

Mr. Svend Robinson was there
during the first Intifada, and he was
there during the recent massacre in
Jenin. He is the only Canadian MP
who went to get afirst-hand account
of the situation in the Occupied Pal-
estine, in the refugee camps, meet-
ing with the people. He reported of
the appalling conditions he wit-
nessed in the camps, of the Isragli
atrocities,
loud and
clear, and
as a re-
sult, lost
his Mid-
dle East
portfolio
for the
NDP.

The
stories he
related
fromrefu-
geeswere
abso-
lutely
shocking. “When | speak of torture
and murder, there is no other word
for it,” said Mr. Robinson, speaking
toanaudiencevery diverseinorigin
— from Muslims to Jews, Black to
White — packed to capacity, and
standing in the hallways, on this
rainy afternoon. “The land in
Ramallah belongsto Palestiniansand
not Israel,” he said in a thunder of
applause.

Svend was stopped and rebuked
by thelsraeli army at the checkposts,
but he defied and proceeded to the
Palestinian territory anyway. Inter-
estingly, the Spanish PM was also
blocked by the Israeli army a day

before Svend's visit, and had to go
back.

Talking of Mary Robinson’splea
in Genevato send adelegateto Jenin
to probe humanrightsviolations, Mr.
Robinson expressed his “shame and
anger” that out of 53 members only
two voted against theresolution, and
Canadawas one of them.
According to him, peace-seeking

Jews are now speaking against Is-
raeli government’s policies. Many
military reservists have refused to
participate in war and have been
jailedfor that reason. Over 15,000 Is-
raelis recently marched for peacein
Israel, he said.

He suggested that we, as Cana
dians, must let our respective mem-
bers of the parliament know, that we
support the call by UN for deploy-
ment of international peace force;
demand that our government show
same leadership in the Middle East
as we showed in the case of East
Taimur; that Canada should demand
that Israel should end itsobstruction

The REH'MA Foundation holds 3rd

annual Elders' Forum

The REH'MA foundation hon-
oured leadersfrom the community for
their inspirational and dedicated
community service at its annual
Elders Forumlll, heldat City Hall on
Sunday, April 28, 2002.

A not-for-profit organization en-
gaged in providing community de-
velopment, information, educational
events and servicesfor Muslim sen-
iors amongst others in Toronto,
REH’MA is proud to have received
the support of numerous organiza-
tions and respected community
members. Among these are Elder
Connections, The Don Mills Foun-
dationfor Senior CitizensInc. and the
Ontario Coalition of Senior Citizens
Organizations. REH'MA also re-
ceives funding from the Trillium
Foundation that supports a commu-
nity development initiative aimed at
empowering and serving Muslim
seniors.

The elder Forum, anevent thatis
very well received and attended, pro-
vided an opportunity for seniorsand
their caregiversto attend workshops
on a variety of topics addressed by
noted professionals and experts. It
also provided and opportunity for
community membersto socializeover
lunch and browse through informa-
tion on health and other topicsat the
information booths set up at City
Hall.

This year, REH'MA announced
theopening of itsnew officeinNorth
York where volunteerswill be mobi-
lized and trained to provide outreach,
information and referrals to seniors
inthe Musdlim community. Thisexcit-
inginitiativeisthefirst of itskindin
serving the Muslim community in
Toronto, where there is a real pau-
city of sensitive servicesfor its sen-
iors. REH'MA receives funding for
thisproject fromthe Ontario Trillium
Foundation, which is an agency of
the Ministry of Tourism, Cultureand
Recreation. With $100 millionin an-
nual funding the Trillium foundation
providesgrantsto eligible charitable
and not-for-profit organizations in
the arts, culture, sports, recreation,
environment and socia service sec-
tors.

REH'MA Foundation can be
reached at (416) 510-1100 ext. 41 or
(416) 510-0880.

of Jenin Inquiry and must observe
the 4" Geneva convention; and that
Palestine has to be a ‘viable' state
and refugee question must be ad-
dressed
with jus-
tice.

“Root
of the prob-
lemisoccu-
pation,” he
said“andit
must end.
Israel must
withdraw
from every
inchitstole
in1967.”

T he
path ahead
is not easy
to follow
but Cana-
dians must
speak for
the truth

. about the
occupation. We must say NO to this
silencing of criticism.

“I'll speak from one end of this
country to the other for justice and
peace,” hesaid. “Neutrality isnot an
option. I'll take side of oppressed
over oppressor, life over death, jus-
tice over tyranny and dehumaniza-
tion.”

The speech was throughout
punctuated by applause and ap-
proval of the audience — a true re-
flection of our peace-living, multi-
ethnic society.

Pakistani fundraiser
for Ontario hospital

At a hospital fundraiser in
Markham, there were tell-tale signs
of something different afoot, re-
ported The Globe and Mail. There
were the speeches, the political dig-
nitaries (including federal Heritage
Minister Sheila Copps), the $2,500
corporate tables and the 800 guests.
There was no alcohol and no danc-
ing. Early in the event, there was a
reading from the Koran, and later a
10-minute break for Muslim prayers
at sunset.

Moreimportant than the $31,000
cheque presented — an amount
raised in less than two months —
was the fact that this fundraiser was
happening at all.

For the first time, the growing
Pakistani community in this suburb
northeast of Toronto is raising
money for the Markham Stouffville
Hospital — not just for charitiesback
home.

Thefundraiserisall about “build-
ing bridges,” said Markham Coun-
cillor Khalid Usman, one of two co-

Conferences set to create
a stir in Ottawa and
Montreal

A series of conferences on the
scientific refutation of the theory of
evolution is to be held by the Sci-
ence Research Foundation between
24 May and 2 June.

The theory of evolution, which
is based on the denia of God and
claims that living things came into
existence asaresult of coincidences
and that man evolved from apes, has
lost al its adherents now that its su-
perstitiousfacade has been reveal ed.
In many countries, itisnow officialy
accepted that evolution is a dis-
proved theory, and many states in
the U.S. are accelerating their at-
tempts to remove evolution from
state science curricula or reduce the
emphasis on evolutionary concepts.
This worldwide movement has ena-
bled people to become more con-
scious of the fallacy of evolution,
which contradictsthe scientific facts,
has led many evolutionist scientists
to see the truth and came as a great
shock to the advocates of Darwin-
ism. The scientific evidence against
evolution clearly showsthat thereare
no longer any grounds left for Dar-
winismto survive.

The Science Research Founda-
tion, one of theleading organizations
inthiscampaign against Darwinism,
has been engaged in wide-ranging
activities for the last 12 years with
the numerous conferences it has or-
ganizedin Turkey and all around the
world. The book The Evolution De-
ceit, written by Adnan Oktar under
the pen-name Harun Yahya, the hon-
orary president of the foundation, is
aprime source on the subject of Dar-
winism, which has been trans ated
into 10 languages and had a great
impact in many countriesall over the
world. Theimpact of The Evolution
Deceit has also been acknowledged
by standard-bearers of the opposing

chairmen. “More and more thiswill
happen as we realize that people are
settling down here,” said Mr. Usman,
a chartered accountant who emi-
grated from Peakistanin 1970 and has
lived here since 1977. “A lot of us
feel we must pay back and help the
community.”

The fundraiser was part of cel-
ebrationsfor Pakistan National Day.

view. Theleading popular Darwinist
periodical New Scientist noted in its
22 April, 2001, issue that Harun
Yahya“isaninternational hero,” air-
ing its concern that his books “have
spread everywhere in the Islamic
world.” Science, theleading periodi-
cal of the general scientific commu-
nity, emphasized the impact and so-
phistication of Harun Yahya sworks
and stated inan 18 May, 2001, article
that the SRF “has developed one of
the world's strongest anti-evolution
movementsoutsideof North America
and has been making inroadsin other
Muslim nations.” Inthesamearticle,
Science writer Robert Koenig re-
marked that The Evolution Deceit
has “created a stir” in the world.

Members of the SRF, who are
waging a momentous and effective
campaign throughout the world by
announcing “the collapse of the
theory of evolution,” will now hold a
series of conferences with the same
aiminseveral universitiesin Ottawa
and Montreal between 24 May — 2
June, 2002. Three maintopicswill be
discussed at these conferences, to
which entrancewill befreeof charge:

- The Collapse of the Theory of
Evolution

- Miracles of the Qur’an

- The Creation of the Universe

The conferences will be held in
English and French, and there will
also be an evolution exhibition and
video presentation. The conferences
will beaddressed by Ali Sadun Engin
and Dr. Cihat Gundogdu, and will be
held at the following universities:

- ConcordiaUniversity

- McGill University

-UQAM

- University of Montreal

- Vanier University

- Dawson University

- Champlain University

- John Abbott University

Your attendance at these confer-
ences is of great importance to be-
come fully aware of the dangerous
ramifications of thetheory of evolu-
tion and to see the evidence for the
fact of creation.

Detailed information about Harun
Yahya works is available at
www.harunyahya.com.
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Around theWorld

What does Israel have to hide?

By James O. Hacking, |11

U.S. envoy George Mitchell went
to the Middle East a year ago to try
and bring peaceto theregion. At that
time, Mitchell’scommittee raised the
issue of whether U.N. monitors
should be brought in to help stabi-
lize the situation and to protect hu-
man life — both I sraeli and Pal estin-
ian. Palestinian |eader Yasser Arafat
readily assented; however, the I srae-
lis refused to alow an independent,
third-party into the region.

| found Israel’ sreluctanceto have
an outside monitor checking abuses
by both sidesto bevery telling. What
did the Israelis not want us to see?
Fast-forward to recent eventsin the
West Bank. Israeli Defense Forces
have goneto great lengths to thwart
the efforts of international news
agencies to report on the situation.
Earlier thisweek, theNew York-based
Committee to Protect Journalists
(“CPJ’") joined many other organiza-
tionscritical of Israel’spoalicy of pro-
hibiting journalists from occupied
citiesin the West Bank. The organi-
zation sent a letter to Ariel Sharon
protesting Israel’s efforts to block
reportersfrom Bethlehem, Ramallah
and Qaliqilya.

The Brussels-based International
Federation of Journalists and the
Foreign Press Association in Isragl
have also protested the | sraeli media
policy. The CPJwasal so highly criti-
ca of thefact that | sraeli soldiersshot
at NBC Middle East Correspondent
Danal ewis, despitethefact that Mr.
Lewis’ automobile was clearly
marked asamediavehicle. Inasimi-
lar story, BBC reporter Orla Guerin
has charged that Israeli soldiers shot
at her and her television crew while
they were merely covering a peace-
ful protest in Bethlehem. You might
be thinking that shooting at journal-
ists and denying reporters access to
awar zoneareisolated incidentsand
not actual Isragli policy. If that isthe
case, then why did Israel’s Govern-
ment Press Office threaten legal ac-
tion and send written complaints to
CNN andto NBCfor alowing report-
ers to continue broadcasting from
Ramallah after |srael declared thecity
a“closed military zone” and of f lim-
itsto journalists? Isthere something

they don’t want you to know?

Aneven moretroubling story in-
volves|sragl’sdecisionto revokethe
media credentials of two television
journalists from Abu Dhabi. Israeli
military officials apparently did not
like the fact that the two had filed a
report detailing Palestinian allega-
tions that a group of 22 Palestinian
policemen, seeking to surrender dur-
ing intense gun battles in the city,
followed Isragli ordersto stripto their
underwear and lay down their weap-
ons. The Abu Dhabi report claimed
that after the policeman walked out
of the building where they had taken
refuge, the Israeli soldiers opened
fire, killing five men and wounding
others. If thelsraeli government and
itsmilitary isallowed to dictate what
news you receive, do you think you
will be able to formulate accurate
opinions on this very important is-
sue?

Unfortunately, members of the
press corps are not the only group
to find themsel ves|ooking down the
barrel of anIsragli gun. Newsreports
indicate that Israeli Defense Forces
have been denying physicians and
emergency personnel access to the
numerous Pal estinians wounded and
killed during Israel’slatest incursion
into the West Bank. A press release
issued by the International Red
Cross noted “the frequent and often
serious instances in which medical
personnel were prevented from per-
formingtheir lifesaving duties,” IRC
delegates, “were regrettably pre-
vented from working because of a
sudden degradation of the usual lines
of communication between them-
selves and the I sragli authorities.”

Shooting at members of the me-
diaisabhorrent enough; but thereis
no excusein denying medical careto
thewounded, many of whom are un-
armed, Palestinian civilians. As the
IRC rightfully explained, “[t]he most
basi c humanitarian preconditionina
situation of violence, isthat al medi-
cal staff and volunteers be allowed
to function unmolested.” This prin-
ciple should be inviolate and in-
volves issues much more important
than mediaaccess. Or perhaps|sragli
Defense Forces are afraid we may
|earn that thewounds suffered by Pal-

estinian civilians are inconsistent
with stories spun by Israeli military
leaders.

Isradl frequently referstoitself as
“the only demacracy in the Middle
East.” Whether Israel isademocracy
for adl individuasliving withinitsbor-
dersiscertainly debatable. But | am
confident that we can all agree that
in order to truly understand what is
happening in the West Bank today
and in the future, the international
media has to be granted unfettered
accessto al areas and to be allowed
to report back to therest of theworld
what is really happening on the
ground. Democratic principles re-
quire such access. Because Israel is
unrelenting in its efforts to thwart
accurate news coverage - and now
apparently to deny doctors access
to the wounded - we are left to ask,
“what does Israel have to hide?’

[James O. Hacking, Ill, is an Ameri-
can-Muslim attorney living in &. Louis,
Missouri.]

Archbishop slams
apartheid in the
Holy Land

South Africa's Archbishop
Desmond Tutu accused the Israelis
of treating Palestinians in the same
way the apartheid South African
government treated blacks.

In a commentary published on
Monday by The Guardian, Tutu said:
“1’ve been deeply distressed in my
visit to the Holy Land; it reminded
me so much of what happened to us
black peoplein South Africa’, Tutu
said during a conference this month
in Boston, Massachusetts, extracts
of which were published as a com-
mentary under the headline “ Apart-
heid inthe Holy Land”.

“1 have seen the humiliation of
the Palestinians at checkpoints and
roadblocks, suffering like us when
young white police officers pre-
vented us from moving about,” said
the 1984 Nobel Peace Prizewinner.

“| say why are our memories so
short? Have our Jewish sisters and
brothersforgotten their humiliation?
Have they forgotten the collective

The Middle East

Israeli siege of
Jesus' birthplace
unites Palestinian
Christians

Israel’s campaign in the West
Bank, and especially the siege of the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem,
has united the dwindling number of
Palestinian Christians.

Each day, as the curfew is lifted
briefly inthis|sraeli-occupied town,
groups of people gather in front of
the city’s churches. A humanitarian
aideisdistributed, voicesrisein con-
demnation of the army. “The Isragli
offensive, notably at the Church of
the Nativity in Bethlehem unites all
the Christiansin the West Bank and
upsets those abroad,” says one man
at the Greek Orthodox Convent of
the Transfiguration.

Churchgoer Rabab Sous says
“the Nativity isnot just abuilding of
stone, but a sacred place that they
(the Israglis) do not respect.”

Yacoub Khoury, a priest, says
“thiswar hasunited usall themore.”

Just over a century ago, Chris-
tians made up about 13 percent of
the population of what are now Is-
rael and the Palestinian territories, but
emigration hasreduced that figureto
only about two percent today.

Most of them are Palestinian Ar-
abs. There are about three million
people in the Palestinian territories,
but only some 50,000 Christians.

Ramallah is an exception to the
general rule. Khoury says Christians
wereinamajority thereuntil thewar
that followed the creation of Israel in

Anti-Israel marches

More than 1,500 demonstrators
called for “jihad” (holy war) against
Israel inaprotest outside the United
Statesembassy in M alaysia.

As Malaysia has no diplomatic
relationswith Israel, the demonstra-
torstargeted the embassy of the US,
which is seen as supporting the Is-
raeli action.

A memorandum was submitted
condemning the“failure of the USto
put an end to terrorist acts upon the
Palestinian people. “The Maaysian
people condemn in the strongest
terms|srael’sactsof terror onthePal-
estinian people, particularly when
the global community is making ef-
forts to stop terrorism,” the memo-
randum said.

“We urge the United States to
immediately takefirm action by ceas-
ing all forms of assistance and sup-
port to Israel, whether economic,
mora or military.”

Meanwhile, in Ger many, Police
sourcesreport that more than 20,000
people demonstrated to protest |s-
rael’s latest military offense in the
Palestinian territories. Germany has
traditionally given unwavering sup-
port to Israel, in large part due to
shame over the Holocaust that left
six million European Jews dead dur-
ing the Second World War. But the
taboo on criticizing | srael hasweak-
ened in recent weeks. A number of
political leaders have voiced doubts
about Israeli palicies, although the
German government has avoided any
direct criticism.

1948 drovemany Muslimsout of their
homes. But even today, there are an
estimated 10,000 to 12,000 Christians
out of a total population of about
forty thousand.

punishment, the home demolitions,
in their own history so soon? “If
peace could come to South Africa,
surely it can cometotheHoly Land?’

The archbishop went on: “You
know aswell as| do that, somehow,
thelsraeli government isplaced on a
pedestal (intheUS) andtocriticiseit
isto beimmediately dubbed anti-Se-
mitic, asif Palestinianswere not Se-
mitic.

“People are scared in this coun-
try (the US), to say wrong iswrong
because the Jewish lobby is power-
ful - very powerful. Well, so what?

The apartheid government was very
powerful, but today it no longer ex-
ists. Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin,
Pinochet, Milosevic, and Idi Amin
wereall powerful, butintheend they
bit the dust.

“Injustice and oppression will
never prevail,” Tutu declared.

“In our struggle against apart-
heid, the great supporters were Jew-
ish people. They almost instinctively
had to be on the side of the disen-
franchised, of the voiceless ones,
fighting injustice, oppression and

Continued on page 12
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India — Cry, The Beloved Country

Reflections on the Gujarat massacre by a serving IAS officer.

by Harsh Mander

Numbed with disgust and horror,
| return from Gujarat ten days after
the terror and massacre that con-
vulsed the state. My heart is sick-
ened, my soul wearied, my shoulders
aching with the burdens of guilt and
shame.

As you walk through the camps
of riot survivors in Ahmedabad, in
which an estimated 53,000 women,
men, and children are huddled in 29
temporary settlements, displays of
overt grief are unusual . Peopleclutch
small bundles of relief materials, all
that they now own intheworld, with
dry and glassy eyes. Sometakinlow
voices, others busy themselveswith
the tasks of everyday living inthese
most basic of shelters, looking for
food and milk for children, tending
the wounds of the injured.

But once you sit anywhere in
these camps, people begin to speak
and their words are like masses of
pus released by dlitting large fester-
ing wounds. The horrors that they
speak of are so macabre, that my pen
fatersinthewriting. The pitilessbru-
tality against women and small chil-
dren by organised bands of armed
young men ismore savage than any-
thing witnessed in theriotsthat have
shamed thisnation from timeto time
during the past century. | force my-
self towriteasmall fraction of all that
| heard and saw, becauseit isimpor-
tant that we all know. Or maybe also
because | need to share my own bur-
dens.

What can you say about awoman
eight months pregnant who begged
to be spared? Her assailants instead
dlit open her stomach, pulled out her
foetus and slaughtered it before her
eyes. What can you say about afam-
ily of nineteen being killed by flood-
ing their house with water and then
electrocuting them with high-tension
electricity? What can you say? A
small boy of six in Juhapara camp
described how his mother and six
brothers and sisters were battered to
death before his eyes. He survived
only because he fell unconscious,
and was taken for dead.

A family escaping from Naroda-
Patiya, one of the worst-hit settle-

ments in Ahmedabad, spoke of los-
ing a young woman and her three
month old son, because apolice con-
stabledirected her to ‘ safety’ and she
found herself instead surrounded by
amob which doused her with kero-
sene and set her and her baby on
fire

| have never known ariot which
has used the sexua subjugation of
women so widely as an instrument
of violence in the recent mass bar-
barity in Gujarat. There are reports
every where of gang-rape, of young
girls and women, often in the pres-
enceof membersof their families, fol-
lowed by their murder by burning
aive, or by bludgeoning with aham-
mer and in one case with a screw
driver.

Womeninthe Aman Chowk shel-
ter told appalling stories about how
armed men disrobed themselves in
front of agroup of terrified womento
cower them down further. In
Ahmedabad, most people | met —
social workers, journalists, survivors
— agreethat what Gujarat witnessed
was not ariot, but a terrorist attack
followed by a systematic, planned
massacre, apogrom. Everyone spoke
of the pillage and plunder, being or-
ganised like a military operation
against an external armed enemy.

An initial truck would arrive
broadcasting inflammatory slogans,
soon followed by moretruckswhich
disgorged young men, mostly in
khaki shorts and saffron sashes.
They were armed with sophisticated
explosive materials, country weap-
ons, daggers and trishuls. They also
carried water bottles, to sustain them
in their exertions. The leaders were
seen communicating on mobile tel-
ephonesfromtheriot venues, receiv-
ing instructions from and reporting
back to aco-ordinating centre. Some
were seen with documentsand com-
puter sheetslisting Muslim families
and their properties. They had de-
tailed precise knowledge about build-
ings and businesses held by mem-
bersof the minority community, such
aswho were partners say in arestau-
rant business, or which Muslim
homes had Hindu spouses who
should be spared in the violence.

This was not a spontaneous up-
surge of mass anger. It was a care-
fully planned pogrom.

The trucks carried quantities of
gas cylinders. Rich Muslim homes
and business establishments were
first systematically looted, stripped
down of al their valuables, then cook-
ing gas was released from cylinders
into thebuildingsfor several minutes.
A trained member of the group then
lit theflamethat efficiently engulfed
the building. In some cases, acety-
lene gas which is used for welding
steel, was employed to explodelarge
concrete buildings. Mosgues and
dargahs were razed, and were re-
placed by statues of Hanuman and
saffron flags. Some dargahs in
Ahmedabad city crossings have
overnight been demolished and their
sites covered with road building ma-
terial, and bulldozed so efficiently
that these spotsareindistinguishable
fromtherest of theroad. Traffic now
plies over these former dargahs, as
though they never existed.

The unconscionable failuresand
active connivance of the state police
and administrative machinery isalso
now widely acknowledged. The po-
lice are known to have misguided
people straight into the hands of ri-
oting mobs. They provided protec-
tive shields to crowds bent on pil-
lage, arson, rape and murder, and
were deaf to the pleas of the desper-
ate Muslim victims, many of them
women and children. There have
been many reports of police firing
directly mostly at the minority com-
munity, which wasthetarget of most
of the mob violence. The large ma-
jority of arrestsarealso from the same
community that wasthemainvictim
of the pogrom.

As one who has served in the
Indian Administrative Service for
over two decades, | feel great shame
at the abdication of duty of my peers
inthecivil and policeadministration.
Thelaw did not require any of them
to await orders from their political
supervisorsbeforethey could organ-
ise the decisive use of force to pre-
vent the brutal escalation of violence,
and to protect vulnerablewomen and
children from the organised, murder-
ous mobs. The law instead required
them to act independently, fearlesdly,
impartially, decisively, with courage
and compassion. If even oneofficial
had so acted in Ahmedabad, she or
he could have deployed the police
forces and called in the army to halt
the violence and protect the people
in amatter of hours.

No riot can continue beyond a
few hourswithout the active conniv-
ance of the local police and magis-
tracy. The blood of hundreds of in-
nocentsis on the hands of the police
and civil authorities of Gujarat, and
by sharing in aconspiracy of silence,
on the entire higher bureaucracy of
the country.

| have heard senior officials
blame also the communalism of the
police constabulary for their conniv-
ance in the violence. This too is a
thin and disgraceful alibi. The same
forces have been known to act with
impartiality and couragewhen led by
officersof professionalism and integ-
rity. Thefailureisclearly of thelead-

ership of the police and civil serv-
ices, not of the subordinate men and
women in khaki who are trained to
obey their orders.

Whereis— amidst thissavagery,
injustice, and human suffering— the
‘civil society’, the Gandhians, the
development workers, the NGOs, the
fabled spontaneous Gujarathi philan-
thropy which was so much in evi-
dencein the earthquakein Kutch and
Ahmedabad?

The newspapers reported that at
the peak of the pogrom, the gates of
Sabarmati Asram were closed to pro-
tect its properties; it should instead
have been the city’s mgjor sanctu-
ary. Which Gandhian leaders, or NGO
managers, staked their lives to halt
the death-dealing throngs? It is one
more shamethat weascitizensof this
country must carry on our already
burdened backs that the camps for
the Muslim riot victims in
Ahmedabad are being run almost ex-
clusively by Muslim organisations.

It is as though the monumental
pain, loss, betrayal and injustice suf-
fered by the Muslim people is the

Muslim women
brutalized in India's
Gujarat.

According to thereport by acoa
lition of women’sgroups, many Mus-
lim females suffered the most “ bes-
tial formsof sexual violence” includ-
ing rape, insertion of objects into
their bodies and burning in the vio-
lence.

Thesix-member team of women’s
activists spoke to hundreds of wit-
nesses and survivors of thereligious
mayhem to prepare the report, enti-
tled “How hasthe Gujarat Massacre
Affected Minority Women: The Sur-
vivors Speak.”

“Many of the women who were
raped were then burnt to death,”
Malini Ghose, amember of theteam,
told Reuters on Thursday.

But survivors and witnesses had
horrific talesto tell the panel.

Saira Banu, living in a refugee
camp in Ahmedabad, Gujarat’smain
city which borethe brunt of thevio-
lence, saysagroup of men cut open
her nine-month pregnant relative’'s
stomach, took out her fetus with a
sword and threw itinto ablazing fire.

MedinaM ustafa Sheikh, another
refugeein an Ahmedabad camp, says
she heard her young daughter
screaming for help asagroup of men
raped her in amaize field where her
family had hidden to escape ablood-
thirsty mob of 500 people.

“My daughter was screaming in
pain asking the men to leave her
aone. My mind was seething with
fear and fury. | could do nothing to
help my daughter from being as-
saulted sexually and tortured to
death,” Medina told the women’s
pandl. “My daughter waslikeaflower,
still to seelife...the monsterstore my
beloved daughter to pieces,” she
said.

Activistsworking at arelief camp
in Ahmedabad said many women ar-
rived naked at the camp. Onewoman
was brought to the camp uncon-

concern only of other Muslim peo-
ple, and the rest of us have no share
in the responsibility to assuage, to
heal and rebuild. The state, which
bears the primary responsibility to
extend both protection and relief to
itsvulnerable citizens, was nowhere
in evidence in any of the camps, to
manage, organise the security, or
even to provide the resources that
arerequired to feed the tens of thou-
sands of defenceless women, men
and children huddled inthese camps
for safety.

The only passing moments of
pride and hopethat | experienced in
Gujarat, were when | saw men like
Mujid Ahmed and women like
Roshan Bahen who served in these
camps with tireless, dogged human-
ism amidst the ruins around them.

Therearenovoiceslike Gandhi’'s
that we hear today; Only discourses
on Newtonian physics, to justify
vengeance on innocents. We need
to find these voices within our own
hearts, we need to believe enoughin
justice, love, tolerance. Thereismuch
that the murdering mobs in Gujarat
have robbed from me.

source:http://
www.indianmuslims.info/index.php

scious, bleeding profusely, her body
covered with bites and marks and
relief workers dressing her wounds
said they had to removed pieces of
wood that had been pushed up her
vagina...

Pakistan’s High
Commissioner
tortured in India

On the morning of April 16, Mr.
Ali Abbas, an officia of the High
Commission of Pekistanin India, was
abducted and detained by at least 12
Indian intelligence operatives.

“He was severely beaten up and
taken to an undisclosed location,
where he was subjected to severe
tortureincluding electric shocks. As
aresult of thetortureinflicted on Ali
Abbas, he has been passing blood
inhisurine,” aspokesman from Paki-
stan’s Foreign Office stated. Thisis
the second reported incident of the
Indian government’storture of a Pa-
kistani diplomat in the past 4 months.

Supportthe
Advertisers in this
journal.

Use their services
and products.
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News oom

Canadians Rally
forthe Palestine

About 10,000 people, fromawide
variety of backgroundsand perspec-
tives, took to the streets of Montreal
on Saturday April 27, 2002 in sup-
port of the Pal estinian people. There
has been 5 pro-Palestinian ralliesin
Montreal, each drawing thousands
of supporters, in the past month and
ahalf. Morethan 30 large organiza-
tions endorsed Saturday’s rally, in-
cluding two major trade Unions
named Confdration des syndicats
nationaux (CSN) and Centrale des
syndicats du Qubec (CSQ), and also
the Fdration des femmes du Qubec
(The Federation of Quebec Women).
Amoung their list of demands in-
cluded withdrawl of Israel from the
1967 occupied territories, sending a
UN investigation team to investigate
what took placein the Jenin refugee
camp, theright of return of all Pales-
tinian refugees to their homes and
lands, and the dismantling of all Is-
raeli settlements. They also called on
the Canadian government to “end its
policy of complacency towards Is-
raeli aggression, occupation, and
colonization.” Atthefollowing links
are a collection of photos from the
Saturday rally.

Reports have come from other
partsof Canadaand USincluding To-
ronto, London, and Kitchener of
huge demonstrations against |sragli
attacks and brutality in Palestine.

An estimated 100,000 Americans
from diverse ethnic, religious and
political ackgrounds turned out on

April 20, inthe nation’scapital to call
for an end to the Israeli occupation
of Palestinianland. The largest-ever
national rally in support of the Pales-
tinian peopl efilled the White House
Ellipse and poured into streets lead-
ing to Capitol Hill during the six-hour
gathering.

Number of
Palestinians killed
during Al-Agsa

Intifada

September 29, 2000 - March 2002

http://www.jmcc.org/banner/
banner1/listmartyr.htm

List of Palestinianskilled during
Al-Agsalntifadafrom September 29,
2000—March 2002

http://www.jmcc.org/banner/
banner U/killed/

List of Palestinian childrenkilled
(Ageunder 18) September 29, 2000—
March 26, 2002

http://www.jmcc.org/banner/
banner1/childagsa.htm

Foreign Minister Graham meets with
Arab, Muslim and Christian

representatives

Ending the occupation is key to
peace, says CIC

Adam Amen, Ottawa region di-
rector of the Canadian Islamic Con-
gress, was among a group of Cana-
dian Muslim, Arab, and Christian
leaderswho met onApril 12, 2002 with
theRt. Hon. Bill Graham, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, to discuss the cur-
rent eventsin the Middle East.

Alok Mukherjee
abandons NDP

Reported by Tarek Fatah

Alok Mukherjee, a veteran of
Canada’'s NDP and a former Chief
Commissioner of the Ontario Human
Rights Commission, who was for
many years the guru of the Party’s
South Asian activists, severed all
links with the NDP in protest at
L eader AlexacDonough’sbowing to
the lsraeli lobby, and her decision to
demote MP Svend Robinson, an out-
spoken supporter of the Palestinians.
In his letter of resignation to
Alexa, Alok laments her failure and
that of her NDP Caucus. Addressing
the NDP caucus, hewrites: "'l am not
saying byD any meansthat violence
against acivil population should not
be condemned. | am saying, however,
that that violence must be put in con-
text and attention focused on its
cause. That violence must not be
used to divert attention from thekind
of ethnic cleansing that the present
government
of Israel has

embarked

uponin settle-
ments such as

the one that

existed in

Jenin. What

kind of civi-

lized behav-

iour is it that

preventsfami-

lies from re-

covering and

burying their
dead? Are

they not mem-

bers of acivil

population

too? Would it

not be even-

handed to call

this murder-

ous behav-
iour of the

Sharon gov-

ernment for

what it is? Or

are we all so

mesmerized

by the preva-

lent rhetoric of

fighting ter-
rorismthat we

have lost all

perspective?

“They
[NDP] need a

careful enun-
ciation of the
issues from a
perspective

that recog-

nizes that

Canada is no

Mr. Amen reiterated the Con-
gress's position on the urgent need
for Canada to work for peace with
justiceintheregion. Along with other
Canadian faith groups, the CIC be-
lieves that a key first step towards
achieving thisisfor Isragli to end its
34-year-oldillegal occupation of Arab
lands.

Minister Graham said the Cana-
dian government will do its best to
help stop the current hostilities and
encourage arestart of the peace dia-
logue.

But the Congress's executive of -
ficersremain unconvinced. “ Canada
candomore,” said national president
Prof. Mohamed Elmasry, “ especially
now that the Americans have
reached a dead end.”

Canadarejects a
human rights
mission to protect
Palestinians

The Canadian office of the Coun-
cil on American-lslamic Relations
(CAIR-CAN) denounced Canada's
recent decision on April 5th, 2002, to
reject an immediate human rights
fact-finding missionto Israel headed
by UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Mary Robinson.

Canada and Guatemalawere the
only two countriesthat voted against
the resolution, which condemned
“the frightening increase in the loss
of life, theinvasion of Palestinian cit-
ies and villages, the arrest and de-
tention of Palestinians,” as well as
the suffering of Palestinians and the
restrictions on journalists and aid
organizations.

In a statement released today,
CAIR-CAN Board member and Is-
lamic scholar Jamal Badawi stated: “ It
is shocking and shameful that
Canada rejected an attempt by the
UN'’s leading human rights body to
monitor and investigate human
rights abuses taking place under Is-
rael’s war of terror against Palestin-
ian civilians and refugees.

“Noted human rights organiza-
tionslike Amnesty International and
the Israeli human rights group
B’ Tselem have documented Israel’s
deliberatetargeting of civilians; wan-
ton destruction of property; collec-
tive curfews and confinements; de-
liberate denial of food, water and
medicine; arbitrary arrest, tortureand
other degrading treatment; attackson
ambulances and medical facilities;
and the closure of areas under siege
to journalists, aid workers and hu-
manitarian organizations.

“In giving a tacit thumbs-up to
Israel’s continued war against civil-
ians and refugees, Canada has be-
trayed its proud and lasting tradition
of peacekeeping and human rights
advocacy.”

longer an extension of Europe, and
that not all Canadians are white,
Christians and Jews. The diversity
that multiculturalism claims to cel-
ebrate needs to be reflected in the
way we think about ourselves and
the world, in the positions we take,
in the way we articulate a distinctly
Canadian position."

Canadian university
accommodates
Muslim prayer
room request.

D ecision a model for other
universities, says CAIR-CAN.

The Canadian office of the Coun-
cil on American-lslamic Relations
(CAIR-CAN) is asking community
membersto thank ConcordiaUniver-
sity in Montreal for accommodating
the request of its Muslim students
for a larger and permanent prayer
space which they had attempted to
acquire since October 2001.

The new room accommodates
about 200 worshippers. Bilal
Hamideh, President of the Muslim
Students' Association at Concordia
said, “The university administration
was very accommodating to our re-
quest. Alhamdulillah (praise be to
God), we are very pleased with the
new arrangement.” “CAIR-CAN'’s
educational series ‘Know Your
Rights' was excellent and their ad-
vice about our rights regarding a
prayer space was very helpful and
informative,” he added.

Both federal and provincial hu-
man rightslegislation guarantee free-
dom from religious discrimination
and oblige service-providers to ac-
commodate religious needs to the
point of undue hardship.”Muslim
students need to frametheir requests
with knowledge of their legal rights.
We hope the case of Concordia will
serve as amodel for other universi-
tieswhereMudlimslack proper prayer
facilities,” stated CAIR-CAN Execu-
tive Director Riad Saloojee.

MSUJ at U of W

Muslim Students for Universa
Justice was formed as a students
club at the University of Waterlooin
thefall of 2001. Theaimsof thisstu-
dents’ group isto promote a healthy
exchange of ideas so that both Mus-
lims and non-Muslims can benefit
fromthelslamic perspective and so-
lutions to humanity’s problems.
While maintaining Islam asthe only
way of life, MSUJ cherishesexposure
to different opinionsand viewpoints.

The organization plans various
activities to discuss paradigms, ide-
ologies and general topics such as
spiritudity, social justice, racism, dis-
crimination, democracy, secularism,
socialism, globalization and poverty.
Specific issues such as labour laws,
energy prices, stockmarkets, banking
systems, environmental challenges,
political conflicts, wars, cell and hu-
man cloning are also discussed.

Their most recent event “leader-
ship of Humanity: Islamvs. Secular-
ism,” held on March 16, 2002, was
attended by over 200 people who
came from the GTA, Guelph, Cam-
bridge, as well as Kitchener-Water-
loo and Ohio. The event consisted
of a mini-debate between Dr. Jan
Narvesson, awell-known philosophy
professor at U of W, who argued in
favour of secularism, and Mr. David
Livingstone, aCanadianreverttols-
lam and author of “ The Dying God:
TheHidden History of Western Civi-
lization,” who presented the |slamic
perspective.

The organi zation can be reached
at uwmsuj @hotmail.com or call Br.
Faisal Mohammad at (416) 418-3342.
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Detainees in Sept.
11 probe say they
were abused in top
security

Inside the Special Housing Unit
of the Metropolitan Detention Center
in Brooklyn, dozens of detaineesheld
for months in connection with the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks have been
confinedtotheir cellsnearly 24 hours
aday.

Thelightsareawayson, making
it difficult to sleep. The prisonersare
subject to body cavity searches af-
ter each meeting with their attorneys.

They aretransported in shackles,
handcuffs and waist chains. In some
cases, the detainees have been sub-
ject to harassment by prison guards
and rough treatment that has left
them bloodied.

The conditions were described
by three detainees recently released
from the Metropolitan Detention
Center (MDC) who offered a rare
glimpseof lifeinsidethefederal pris-
on’smaximum security unit, suppos-
edly reserved for some of the most
important suspects in the govern-
ment’sterrorisminvestigation...

Although the Justice Department
has conducted its investigation in
total secrecy, the government has
announced no terrorism-related
charges against any of those held
under maximum security conditions
aMDC...

Source: http://
www.washi hgtonpost.com/wp-dyn/
articles/A62853-2002A pr16.html

Muslims honour
"bridge builder"

priest

Rev. Robert Stoudt was honored
Saturday by leadersof thelocal Mus-
[im community as a bridge builder
between their communities. His
church, Penbrook United Church of
Chrigt, was the first to invite local
Muslims to speak in the wake of
Sept. 11 — and he helped to arrange
contacts with other congregations.

In the daysthat followed the ter-
rorist attack, he began to worry about
the Muslims in his community and
reached out to them.

“For me, it waseasy torecognize
the fact that you were not the en-
emy,” hetoldlocal Mudimslast week.
“l had been in your midst. | had
prayed with you on a number of oc-
casions. ... | had been the benefici-
ary of your hospitality.”

His sympathy, he said, came of
an“informed felt kinship.”

Parvez Ahmed, president of the
Central Pennsylvania Chapter of the
Council on American Islamic Rela-
tions, gave Stoudt a plaque before a
capacity crowd of more than 100 at
the Aangan restaurant in
Susquehanna Twp. The dinner
honored bridge builders and local
residentswho havereturned from the
recent annual pilgrimageto Mecca.

Stoudt cautioned that the two
communities must not stop short at
“polite comfortableness’ and seek
instead a greater goal “of being able
to embrace each other authentically
as brothers and sisters.”

Source: http://www.patriot-
news.com/

Civil rights group to sue
over U.S. handling of

Muslim men

In a new challenge to the Bush
administration’s prolonged deten-
tion of hundreds of Muslim men &f-
ter Sept. 11, acivil rightsgroup says
it will ask afederal court to declare
the government’s treatment of the
men biased and unconstitutional .

A class-action lawsuit prepared
by the group, the Center for Consti-
tutional Rights, accused the govern-
ment of arbitrarily holding Mudimde-
tainees in prison for months on mi-
nor immigration violations, with no
hearings to determine whether the
government had probable cause to
hold them.

They have also been subjected
to excessively harshtreatmentinjails
in New Jersey and Brooklyn, thecom-
plaint said, and in some cases could
not practice their religion, contact

Activism works! —
Eid stamp gains
supportin
magazine

CAIR News bulletin: An on-
slaught of onlinevoting for the Mus-
lim*“Eid” stamp caused the magazine
Linn's Stamp Newsto separate e-mail
frommailed ballotsin itsannual poll
of the most popular U.S. stamps.

A colorful 20-stamp sheet of art
by Americanillustratorswon thetra-
ditional mail-invoting, collecting 368
votes, and prompting Linn's to de-
clareittheoveral favoriteinits April
issue.

In the online balloting the Eid
stamp, celebrating Muslim holidays,
collected 13,815 votes. Carnivorous
plants were second with 241.

The powerful turnout came after
the American Muslim Council e-
mailed its members asking them to
votefor the stamp, whichisdark blue
with gold calligraphy. “Given the
stamp’s importance to them, we can
understand their desire to generate
votes for it,” Linn's editor Michael
Laurence wrote in a column on the
balloting. “But intheend their efforts
were just too successful.”

Asked about the effort, Faiz
Rehman, communi cationsdirector of
the council, said: “ That’swhat activ-
ismisall about...”

I[ranian tow truck driver
beaten up in US out of

ethnic hatred

When two men in a pickup started
waving at the tow truck driver on the
Capital Beltway in Fairfax, thetow truck
driver willingly pulled over, thinking the
men needed some sort of assistance. It
happensall thetime, thetow truck driver
said, and he's happy to help.

But after they pulled to the side of
busy Interstate 495, one of the men in
the pickup truck walked over to the tow
truck driver and said, “1 havealicenseto
kill you.” The tow truck driver, who is
Iranian, said he was confused. The as-
sailant then head-butted the tow truck
driver in the forehead, and he and his
friend repeatedly punched the man and
then choked him into unconsciousness
as traffic whizzed by...

Source:http://
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/arti-
cles/A23297-2002A pr10.html

their familiesor seek the help of their
consular officials.

“Wewant theworld to know that
we are treating students, tourists,
people herefor short period of time,
as criminals,” Ms. Olshansky said.
“WEe re putting theminto arbitrary de-
tention, just like the worst totalitar-
ian regimes we cry out al the time
about in this country.”

About 1,200 Muslim men were
arrested in the first weeks after the
terror attacks, most eventually
charged with minor immigrationvio-
lations such as overstaying avisa...

Detainees complained that they
were pushed and kicked in the face
by the guards at the Metropolitan
Detention Center, were called ater-
rorist and their religion wasinsulted.
Onesaid aguard at thefederal prison
dammed hishead against awall, loos-
ening some of histeeth...

Source: http:/Aww.nytimes.com/
2002/04/17/national/L7MUSL .html

Department store
chain settles
complaint of
discrimination

against Muslim

A national department storechain
inWashington has settled adiscrimi-
nation complaint by two Muslim
shoppers in Connecticut who say
they were falsely accused of shop-
lifting because of their ISlamic attire.

May Department Stores Com-
pany, the parent company of the
Meriden, Conn., Lord & Taylor store
in which the incident took place,
reached the settlement with the Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR), aWashington-based Ilamic
advocacy group. That settlement in-
cludes an apology and monetary
compensation.

In September 2000, thetwo female
shoppers were accused of shoplift-
ing after exiting aladies’ fitting room.
The Muslim women said that even
after store security realized they had
not stolen any merchandise, a secu-
rity guard continued to accuse them
of theft and attempted to removethe
religiously-mandated headscarf of
one of the women.

“Although many companies
have clear non-discrimination guide-
lines, the real test for any policy
comeswhen an incident such asthis
takes place. May Department Stores
passed that test by demonstrating
that they value Muslim customers,”
said CAIR Civil Rights Manager
Joshua Salaam.

Tobacco-freekids

A free, one-day event for kidsand
the community will be held on Satur-
day, May 1,from9:00am.- 3:30 p.m.
at 33 Cecil Street, (StedlworkersHall),
in Toronto, Ontario.

THE TOBACCO companiesare
shopping for new victims. Their goal
is to get young people addicted to
their lethal products in order to re-
place the morethan 400,000 smokers
who dieeach year. Our goa isto make
sure that it doesn’t happen. The
CAMPAIGN FORTOBACCO-FREE
KIDS seek i

CAIR-CALIF Town
Hall forum a
Success

CAIR Northern Californiaand the
Department of Justice successfully
held a Town Hall Forum on April 4
with officialsfrom the FBI, INSand
US Attorney’s office. The meeting
addressed issues and concerns of
Muslimslivinginthe Bay Area.

More than 800 community mem-
bers packed the Muslim Community
Center to listen to panel guestsLarry
Mefford, Associate Special Agentin
charge of San Francisco Department
of FBI, David Still, INS Director, Mat-
thew Jacobs, Asst US Attorney and
Martha Boersch, Lead Attorney on
Terrorism from the US Attorney’s of -
fice

Other organizations in attend-
ance werethe ACLU, NAACP, Na-
tional Lawyer’s Guild, AMA, ING,
Lawyer’sCommitteeon Civil Rights,
and many more.

The speakers provided attendees
information on the current climate,
laws, and activities of the operating
agencies in the Department of Jus-
tice post September 11, 2001 and how
they are affecting the Muslim com-
munity. “Thiseventispart of CAIR’
s mission to empower Muslims and
build coalitionswith public officials
toimprovethe quality of lifefor al,”
said CAIR CaliforniaPresident Fouad
Khatib

Young Muslims
wear their faith
with pride

New clothing line declares ‘way of
life

Mubashir Jamal was different
from the other teensheknew in high
school. At atime when many of his
peerswere partying at clubsand los-
ing their virginity, Jamal, now 18, re-
frained from drinking alcohol or
smoking marijuana. A practicing
Muslim, Jamal spoke of prayer, and
engagedinlively debateover religion
and western society during English
class. “Religion became areal taboo
in high school,” herecalled. “When
you enter an environment likethat it
makes it even more difficult when
people don’'t understand.”

Now a student at Dawson Col-
lege, Jamal continues to stand out
because of his religious beliefs. He
displaysthem on the black knit tuque
on his head, and on his sweatshirt.
Jamal is wearing Muslim Gear, a
clothing line launched to promote
greater understanding of a religion
he saysisfrequently misunderstood.
Just below the Muslim Gear logo, the
shirt refersto Islam as “more than a
religion.” “The main intention is to
raise awareness about Islam,” Jamal
said. “When we have statementslike
this...it invokes questions in peo-
ple'sminds...” For additional infor-
mation, go to: www.muslimgear.com

Own Eyes & Tell The Sory
Dates: June 14th - 24th, 2002

portation)

today!

Palestinian families.

AMJ announces solidarity with
Palestinians delegation

Reserve Your Spot Today! Pray In Al-Agsa; Rebuild Palestinian
Homes; Replant Olive And Fruit Trees; See Occupation \Wth Your

Cost: $1,000 (includesairfare, food, lodging and in-country trans-
Email solidarity @amjerusalem.org to request an application form

American Muslimsfor Jerusalem is pleased to announce thefirst
American Muslim solidarity delegation to Occupied Palestine. This
summer, 50 American Muslim univer sity studentsand young pro-
fessionalswill spend 10 daysin Occupied Palestine.

Thetrip will include home stayswith Palestinian families, daysin
refugee campsin the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Occupied Jerusalem,
aswell astimein 1948 Palestine. We will aso put you to work! The
delegation will show solidarity with Palestinians by helping to rebuild
Palestinian homes that have been demolished, to replant olive and
fruit trees that have been uprooted and by distributing aid to needy

Thorough orientation and training will be provided prior to depar-
ture. Training will also be provided for delegates to return and tell
their stories- to the media, on campuses, in community centersand to
members of Congress. See with your own eyes and tell Americans
what life under | sragli military occupationislikefor 3 million Palestin-
ians. Do your part to help free Palestine! Delegation leaders have
extensive experience working and traveling in Palestine. All travel
and program activities will be coordinated closely with Palestinian
activists and organizationsto maximize security at all times.

North America to help expose the
industry’s deceptions and manipu-
lation. We're also working to pass
effectivelawsto protect kidsand re-
duce the death and disease caused
by tobacco.

Each day, 3,000 kidsbecomeregu-
lar smokers. One-third of them will
die prematurely - from lung cancer,
emphysema, heart disease or other
tobacco-related illnesses. It’'s no
mystery why this happens. The to-
bacco industry spends more than $7
billion U.S. each year (more than
$18.6 million every day) to advertise
and promote its deadly products. In

short, by featuring happy and beau-
tiful people in its ads, the industry
seeks to make a dangerous, addic-
tive habit like smoking, appear fun,
sexy and cool to youth. The fact is
that without youth, the tobacco in-
dustry can’t accomplish its goals —
to replace dead customers and stay
in business!

The CAMPAIGN, in partnership
with other public health organizations
and dedi cated youth, isfighting back
and working to stop the tobacco in-
dustry’sdeadly lies. For moreinfor-
mation, please visit our website at
http://www.cbtu.ca.
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Jenin—Remember ...

Continued from page 2

particular refugee camp was a deal
breaker for Israel’s attempt to sup-
press the Palestinian population, to
kill their spirit.

LastMarchlsrad carried out “ Op-
eration Colorful Journey” against the
Jenin and Balatarefugee camps. Like
its name, the ‘Operation’ was
colorful, bloody colorful, as scores
of Palestinianswerekilled and hun-
dredswounded in the refugee camp.
Many homeswere destroyed, but the
spirit remained strong. Israeli officias
said that their mission in Jenin was
like* picking up terroristswith tweez-
ers.” But even the "tweezers' of the
fourth strongest army in the world,
one of the most powerful nuclear
powers, was hardly enough to bend
the will of Jenin. Jenin fought hard,
and as the soldiers were pulling out,
Palestinians emerged from their
homes, carrying their dead, and
chanting about Palestine and free-
dom.

But General Sharon never forgets
hisunfinished battles. Revengeishis
game, evenif launched against refu-
gees, fighting with old rifles and
kitchen knifes. As he recently de-
ployed his forces to invade West
Bank towns, he spared nearly 300
tanks, thousands of soldiers and
many Apaches to invade the Jenin
refugee camp.

Until thewriting of thisarticle, 8
days after intensive bombings, hor-
rendous killings and indescribable
massacres, the camp is yet to fall.
Hundreds of homes have been de-
stroyed, mass graves have been
opened, scores of dead have been
buried in haste, men and women
smothered under the rubble of their
homes, and the camp isyet to fall.

Frustrated with the small size of
the poor camp, Israeli tanks began
stepping on everything, homes and
mosquesto find away for themselves,
to open a new battlefront with the
defiant refugees, and thecamp isyet
tofall.

The head of the Israeli military
Shaul Mofaz, embarrassed by the
blunder, led the ‘operation’ himself
to carry out amassacre, asthewhole
world stood and waited while the
refugees battled the tanks, and
fought the Apaches.

Over fifty missileswerefired on

the camp within an hour; hundreds
of people are said to be buried under
the rubble; many bodies were scat-
tered in the streets; Israeli troops
began a systematic bombardment of
the entire camp, the wounded bled
to death, with no medical attention,
just broken hearted mothers scream-
inginvain. Withlittlemeans, thesmall
camp, not only resisted, but inflicted
heavy losses on the army that once
clamedtobe‘invincible'.
Frominsidethecamp, using acell
phone with a dying battery, a Pales-
tinian fighter reached Al Jazeera sat-
ellitetelevision. “I just wanted to let
the proud peopl e of world know, not
to worry, we are resisting and will
fight to the last drop of blood.” In
the background, a proud population
stood listing to the speaker, maybe
thinking that theworld really listened
or cared. They al chanted in one
voice for freedom and Pal estine, be-
fore the battery died, maybe not to
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be charged again.

By the time this article is pub-
lished, maybe the Jenin refugee camp
will be bulldozed, maybe hundreds
morewill bekilled, maybethefight-
ing will still continue; but under no
circumstanceswill theremaining refu-
gees of Jenin be coerced to abandon
their fight for freedom, their vow to
return.

Israel isyet to be convinced that
even with the most sophisticated US
manufactured weapons, the people
of Jenin refugee camp will never
abandon their honorable fight, they
will never ceaseto look west, where
their land and
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Voice of a destitute
and paraplegic person.

Please help J. Igbal, a legal Canadian entrant on a
Mininster's permit who became paraplegic ina car
accident. By the Grace of God he survived after long
hospitalization. The insurance company has exhaused all

the specified fund on his treatment.

Now he totally depends on the community for help. He
does not have any access to the OHIP or assistance

until 2003.

Please generously spare even a dollar for him. May God
help you, bless you and reward you in this world and in the

Hereafter.
Please make cheque payable to:

Javed Igbal
900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147
Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6

You may send it directly to his bank account no.
3140340, transit no. 16042-004, TD Bank, 948 St
Clair Ave. W., Toronto, Ont. M6C 1C8

pride are, where
Palestineiscall-
ing onitspeople
to come home.

[Ramzy
Baroud, of Wash-
ington, is Editor of
Palestine
Chronicle.com.]

Archbishop slams Israel

Continued from page 8
evil,” hesaid.

Meanwhile, SA president Thabo Mbeki has urged
the Non-Aligned Movement to be relentless in its ef-
forts to find a lasting solution to the conflict in the

Middle East.

“1 need not remind you that our brothersand sisters
in Palestine are still fighting the scourge of occupation.
Our movement must not relent in its support for ajust
and lasting solution to this conflict. In the true spirit of
non-alignment therefore, the path to enduring peace
must be taken through dialogue rather than either acts
of occupation or terrorism,” Mbeki said.

Source: http://www.mg.co.za/mg/za/news.html#slam

Inter-faith peace rally brings
2,000to London’s Victoria

park

FromCICfiles

A crowd of 2,000 people braved therain on April 12
for apeacerally in London’sVictoriaPark to denounce
violence in the Middle East. The predominantly Mus-
lim crowd waved Palestinian flagsaslocal 1slamiclead-
ers, Christian clergy, and politicians spoke about peace.

The crowd cheered in approval when most of the
politicians started their speeches with Arabic greeting

phrases.

Anglican minister Greg Smith said that cross-reli-
gious cooperationisimportant, especially now. “If we're
not talking, we don’t know how to solve problems,” he
said. “There are strong emotions and that’s a reaction

that crosses religious boundaries.”

Therally was emotional for some L ondoners, who

worry about
relatives living
in the Middle
East. Kelly
Raba, who has
been in Canada
for only 10
months, said
Jews and Mus-
lims lived to-
gether peace-
fully inher area
for years. Raba
said he wasn't
at the rally to
show contempt
for anyone.
“All our reli-
gions come

from God,” he
affirmed. “We
came to this
land (Canada)
looking
peace.”

for
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cate your servitude exclusively to
Allah and be good to your parents,
to closerelatives, to orphans and to
the poor; and talk nicely to people,
establish Salaah and pay Zakaah.”
(283

“And serve Allah, do not equate
anyone or anything with Him and
treat parents superbly. And be nice
to closerelatives, orphans, the poor,
close neighbours, farther neigh-
bours, a fellow traveller, and the
wayfarer.” (4:36)

“Say: Come, | will recap what
inviolable duties your Lord has ob-
ligated on you:

"Do not equate anything or any-
onewith Allah; be excellent to your
parents; do not kill your children
fearing poverty because we provide
for you and for them; do not go near
lewdness or shameful things,
whether it is open or hidden; and,
do not take a life, which Allah has
made sacred, except for the admin-
istration of justice. Thus does he
command you so that you can at-
tainwisdom" (6:151).

This suggests that in terms of
importance and status of one's re-
sponsibilities, obligation to one's
parentsisimmediately next to one’s
obligationsto Allah.

Oneof the special characteristics
of Yahya (John, the Baptist) and Isa
(Jesus), peace be upon them men-
tionedintheHoly Qur’ an (19:14 and
32) isthat they were very respectful
and dutiful in fulfilling their obliga-
tionsto their parentsmother.

Serving and obeying parents is
also a topic that has been very
strongly emphasized in the Tradi-
tions of the Prophet (pbuh).

‘Abdullaah 1bn Mas ood asked
the Messenger about the actions
Allah loves the most. He said,
“ Salaah at its time.” Asked, then
what, he said, “ Serving the parents
well.” Asked then what, he said,
“ Jihaad intheway of Allah.” [Mus-
lim, kitaabul-iman]

Fighting in the way of Allah and
migrating for that purpose are the
most virtuous actions to gain the
pleasureof Allah. However, if some-
one hasold parentswho are depend-
ent on him for their living and their
survival, the serving of the parents
takes precedence over migration and
fighting in the way of Allah: A per-

Excellence in Interaction with Parents

son cameto the Messenger of Allah,
leaving his parentscrying, to makea
commitment for migration to
Madinah. The Prophet sent him back
saying, “ Return to them and make
them happy just as you caused them
tocry.” [Bukhaari].

A person came to the Messen-
ger of Allah to seek permission for
Jihad. The Prophet (pbuh) asked if
his parents are alive. On receiving a
positive answer, he said, “ Perform
Jihad (work hard) in their service.”
[Mudlim, Bukhaari]

A person camefrom Yementothe
Prophet (pbuh) and was asked if he
had left behind some relatives in
Yemen. When he said that his par-
ents were there, the Prophet (pbuh)
asked, “ Did you seek their permis-
sionfor migration?” Onreceiving a
negative response, the Prophet
(pbuh) said, “ Go back and seek their
permission. If they allow, then par-
ticipate in Jihaad. Otherwise, keep
serving themwell.” [Abu Dawood)]

Jaahimah, thefather of the narra-
tor, who had a very old mother at
home depending on him for her sur-
vival, came to the Messenger of Al-
lah and said, “O Messenger of Al-
lah, | want to go for Jihad and am
seeking your advicein thisrespect.”
The Prophet (pbuh) asked if his
mother wasstill alive. When he con-
firmed that she was, the Prophet
(pbuh) responded, “ Dedicate your-
self to her service because your
paradize is at her feet.” [Musnad
Ahmad]

At the time of the Messenger,

_sons were closer to, more attached

to, and more subservient to, the fa-
ther than the mother, and therewasa
chance that father may be favoured
at the expense of mother. Hence, the
Messenger of Allah emphasized that
if someone has to choose between
father and mother, the mother de-
serves three or four times more ser-
vitudethan thefather. A person came
to the Prophet (pbuh) and asked who
had more right on hiscompanionship
and service. The Prophet (pbuh) in-
dicated it to be his mother. He was
repeatedly asked “ Then who?’ The
Prophet repeated three times, “ Your
mother” . Then the fourth time, he
said, “ Your father” . [Bukhaari, Mus-
lim]

Sometimes, we may feel that we
have done enough in the service of
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our parents. Here is something to
ponder for those who may think so:

A person came to the Messen-
ger of Allah and narrated, “O Mes-
senger of Allah! | carried my mother
onmy back from Yaman for Hgjj, per-
formed Tawaaf of the House, per-
formed Sa'yy between Safaa and
Marwah, stayed in Arafaat, brought
her to Muzdalfah, stoned the pillars
in Minaa. | did all this carrying her
onmy back, assheistoo old evento
move. Havel fulfilled my obligations
to her?” The Prophet (pbuh) re-
sponded in the negative. The person
wondered why. The Prophet said,
“Whatever she did when you were
little, she did with a strong desire
for you to live. Whatever you have
done for her, you have done while
desiring her death.” [Al-Sunnatul-
Khaamisah]

The Messenger of Allah also
gave strong warnings to those who
disobey or disrespect their parents
or do not servethem lovingly: Once
the Messenger of Allah exclaimed,
“May he be humiliated! May he be
humiliated! May he be humiliated!.”
Hewas asked, “Who? O Messenger
of Allah!” He said, “ Who finds one
or both of his parentsgrown old, but
he does not avail the opportunity to
gain entry into Jannah.” [Muslim]

“He who keeps reminding after
doing someone a favour, he who is
disobedient to parents or hewho is
an alcoholic, cannot enter Jannah
(paradise).” [Nisaai]

“ Allah cursesanyonewho curses
his parents.” Reported from ‘Ali in
Mudlim, and* Cursed isonewho uses
abusive words to his father or his
mother.” Musnad Ahmad.

“Allah
forgives
whatever sins
he wants ex-
cept the diso-
bedience to
the parents
which is pun-
ished in this
world even
before
death.”
[Mishkaah]

Another
Hadith in
Muslimreads,
“The follow-
ing are major
sins: Equat-
ing others
with Allah in
obedience or
worship,
disobeying
the parents,
taking a life,
and telling a
lie.

The kind-
ness, humility
and serviceto
one's parents
is incumbent
on Muslims
regardless of
whether the
parents are
Muslims or
non-Muslims,
guided or mis-
guided, right
or wrong.
However,
obedience to

themisonly in thethingsthat arein
accordance of Islamic teachings. In
the matters of Deen, itisour duty to
Allah that we believe and practice
only what isright and wefollow only
the person who helps us to the right
pathto Allah. Intheordinary worldly
matters, the obedience and |hsaan
to the parents must continue in all
circumstances. Allah saysin Qur’an:
"And if they coerce you to equate
with Me others, of which you have
no knowledge, do not obey them, but
continue to provide them good com+
panionship in the world, and follow
the path of the person who leads to
Me” [31:15]

If the parentsare not Muslims or
are misguided, part of the lhsaan is
to earnestly pray to Allah for their
guidance.

How to serve the parentsiif they
have already died? A person asked
the Messenger of Allah if there was
any obligation that he could fulfill to
serve his deceased parents. He re-
plied, “ Yes, there are four ways:
Praying for them; seeking forgive-
ness for them; fulfilling their words
and commitments; maintaining the
relationships that emanate from
them (uncles, aunts, cousins, etc.);
and, respecting (honouring) their
friends.” [Abu Dawood.]

“The greatest virtue is to be
friendly to the people loved by one's
father.” [Muslim]

Those who keep their parents
happy can immensely benefit from
their Dua’a: " Three supplications
(Dua’a) are answered without
doubt: A Father’s dua’a, a travel-
ler's dua’a and an oppressed per-
son'sduaa.” [Aboo Dawood)].

Arabs pledge ...

Continued from page 2

such as linking American efforts to
resolving the I sragli-Palestinian cri-
sis with Arab support for anti-Iraq
U.S. action. “The summit sent an un-
ambiguous message to Washington
that the crisis in Palestine and any
military action against Irag are two
different issues and could not be
linked together in whatever context
except for the cause of stability and
security inthe region,” he argued.

The United States said it was
“profoundly sceptical” of the Iragi-
Kuwaiti non-aggression pact. U.S.
State Department spokesman Rich-
ard Boucher said Baghdad has “a
deplorable record of flouting itsin-
ternational obligations and UN se-
curity resolutions.”

In trying to build on the new ca-
maraderie, Kuwait said it wastoning
downitsmediarhetoric against Irag.
Kuwaiti editors held ameeting with
theforeign minister and took note of
the sudden changes in Irag's state-
controlled media, with references
being made to “brotherly ties’ be-
tween the neighbouring countries.

The latent message in the rap-
prochement isthat the Arabs, includ-
ing theimmediateregion around Iraqg,
do not feel any threat from Irag. It
al so has an unasked question— why
the United States insists on seeing
such athreat when the potential tar-
gets of that “threat” fail to seeit.

All eyes are now on how Wash-
ington will respond to the message
that the Arabs seetheworsening situ-
ation in Palestine and the repercus-
sions of possible military attacks
against Iraq as equally destabilizing
to the region.

[Source: CIC Friday bulletin]
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Hijab: A Priceless Gift
from Allah

By Aziza

I walked into the doors of
LS feeling like a new person.
I felt as though hundreds of
eyes were fixed on me, yet
it was merely my wild imagi-
nation. My heart skipped a
beat and my face flushed,
but these signs of nervous-
ness disappeared as people
began to say “hey Aziza” like
any other day. My fears of
being rejected vanished and
I felt the same again — well
not the same, for 1 was dif-
ferent; 1 was now wearing a
Hijab.

Many of my friends knew
I was Muslim because | was
constantly asked why I
wasn't eating during the
month of Ramadan. 1 would
explain to them what
Ramadan was, but that was
all my friends knew about
Islam. I had never bothered
to educate them further.

Since the last Ramadan, 1|
had been thinking about Is-
lam and my duties of a Mus-
lim more than usual. 1 began
contemplating Hijab and
thought to myself, “I'll start
it when 1 go to college.”
Why then? Because it would
be a new environment, a new
stage of my life, the start of
a new beginning; it seemed
like a good time to make a
big change.

As Ramadan passed, | was
constantly fighting a battle
with myself. 1 was still pon-
dering over Islam and my life
in general. “Four years is a
long time to wait (to start
wearing Hijab),” 1 kept tell-
ing myself. | became dis-
tressed just thinking about
how long four years were in
reality.

I then decided I would
start after freshman year
was over, so | had the sum-
mer to adjust. | would start
sophomore year as a new
person. “Sophomore year,” |
thought to myself, “that’'s
still quite a few months
away.” I was still frustrated
and did not want to wait so
long to start covering my-
self.

As April began, 1 thought,
“lI am going to do it. 1 am
going to start Hijab and
nothing is stopping me!”

Thank God for my open-
minded teachers. | asked
them if they could give me
five minutes to speak to the

class about what 1 was
about to do: start wearing a
scarf over my head. They
excitedly agreed with warm,
encouraging smiles. In each
class, 1 walked to the front
of the room and slowly be-
gan to talk. 1 told them
about Islam and how it is
very important to me. I ex-
plained what the Hijab is
and why Muslim women are
commanded to wear it. My
peers sat listening, quietly
and attentively, amazed by
what I was saying. They sat
in awe interested in my be-
liefs. Many asked questions
and begged to see what I
looked like with a Hijab on.
I happily put it on to show
them. Their smiles showed
they approved of it and liked
it; they were happy 1 was
going to wear it permanently.

My classmates told their
friends, who told their other
friends, and soon the whole
school knew about me start-
ing Hijab. People 1 didn't
even know were constantly
approaching me and telling
me how much they appreci-
ated what 1 was doing, how
much they admired me, how
much they supported me and
how they wish they had the
will power 1 did. All this be-
fore I even started wearing
it. The following Friday on
April 13, 2001, I put on the
Hijab for life.

The decision I made that
day is one 1 will never regret
insha’Allah. Since then, de-
spite some of the obstacles
that were thrown in my path,
I have been the happiest girl
alive. Many other Muslim
girls have told me how I've
inspired them and they wish
to be more practicing. These
positive comments only mo-
tivate me to work harder
and become an even better
Muslim, for these comments
show me 1 am on the right
path and insha'Allah (God
willing), will stay on it. 1
thank Allah for the strength
to do this, the guidance He
has given me, and the person-
ality, which has helped me
have these qualities where
people respect me, admire
me and look up to me.

And 1 also thank Him for
giving me the mentality in
which I do not care what
others think; 1 solely care
what He thinks.

A page from the
Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

The Muslims had mi-
grated from Makkah to
Madinah to be free of per-
secution and be able to live
and practice Islam freely,
however this would not hap-
pen. The Quraish were still
angry that the Muslims had
been able to get away and
even angrier that Islam was
spreading so quickly. The
Jews were unwilling to ac-
cept that any other nation
opposed Islam. And to make
matters even worse, there
were munafiqun (hypo-
crites) amongst the Mus-
lims; they would pretend to
be religious and devoted to
Islam but would secretly
plot against the Muslims
with the non-Muslims

The Quraish wanted to
see Islam end. Small parties
of the Quraish were begin-
ning to gather around
Madinah and threats of at-
tack on the Muslim people

The Continued Loyalty of the Ansar

were becoming widespread.

When the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) heard of
this all, he called a meeting
of the Muslims. He told the
people of the situation and
talked to them about the
possibility of having to de-
fend Islam by going to war
against the Quraish. Al-
though the Muslims had few
resources compared to the
Quraish, Abu Bakr and the
other Muhajirs readily an-
nounced that they were
willing to fight and give up
their lives in the name of Al-
lah.

Although the Prophet
(pbuh) was happy to hear
this response, his focus was
on the Ansars (helpers of
Islam) because when the
Muslims had first arrived,
the Ansars had promised to
fight only if Madinah was
attacked first.

However, over time the

Ansars had not only ac-
cepted Islam but grown to
love it. And Sa'd Ibn
‘Ubada, head of the
Khazraj tribe, showed this
love and willingness to de-
fend Islam when he rose and
said “Is it we you mean?
Then order us, and, by Al-
lah, we will jump into the
sea.” (Sahih Muslim)

Upon hearing this, the
Prophet’s (pbuh) face lit up.
He not only had the support
of Allah but of the Muhajirs
and the Ansars. Although he
knew the army of Quraish
would be much larger and
powerful than his, the
Prophet (pbuh) knew that
his people's love and loyalty
towards Islam was stronger
than any other force and
that Allah would surely help
the Muslims and lead them
towards victory.

The new bike

“l was in a cus-
tomer’'s home one
afternoon and while
I was talking to the
customer, their 4-
year-old little girl
whose name was
Fatima, tugged on my pants
leg and excitedly ex-
claimed, “1 got a new bicy-
cle, do you want to see it?”

I said, “Sure
Fatima.”

So off to the
backyard we
went. Upon get-
ting into the
backyard, I saw a
brand new girl's bicycle.

“Wow, Fatima! That's a
beautiful bicycle.” 1
complimented. “Can you ride

it?”

“Yeah, I can ride it,” she
said, then with a sad face
she pouted, “but it's broke.”

I looked at the new bicy-
cle and couldn’t see anything
wrong with it, so I asked
her, “What's wrong with it?”

“l1 don't know,” she
shrugged, “but every time |
ride it, it falls down!”

VRV

HEY KIDZ...SUMMER 1S

S

Do you have any tips or @
ideas how to make summer
even more fun? g

really awesome last year
and want to share it with
others.

Or maybe you have some
tips on exciting activities
and cool things to do. @

g Perhaps you did something

Well feel free to share all
your thoughts with us!

E<—>24

Write to
kidzkorner@theambition.com
and share the FUN!

SBLB1840

5,000 copies of The Ambition have been distributed free of charge at several mosques in and
around Metro from as far as Kingston and Oshawain the east to Brampton, Burlington, Kitchener, and
Hamiltoninthewest. You may also pick up your copy at many Muslim grocery stores.

I'm the earth

own so long

comes from action
long their final

the knowledge

THE EARTH

I'm the source of human

I'm the album of history

I'm the pouch of dead ones

I'm a place provider for life

I wonder the fools fight for a land that they don't

I wonder the fools take no heed for their relative’s
leave while they are still in process of leaving

I wonder if the humans have a sign from the kings,
gueens, dictator, and presidents lived on me.

I wonder if the oppressors still know that reward

I wonder if the humans still recognize that I be
I wonder why the knowledge seeker still don't have

I feel pity for the cravers of desires, when their
desires get shortage

How a wonderful it is! I have you on my back, and
your relatives inside me.

By Hawo Mursal
Central Commerce Collegiate
18 years old
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