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Globalization

Impact on the Muslim youth
in the West - an Identity
challenge

by Imam Abdul Hai Patel

Concept of globalization isnoth-
ing new to Idam asit believesin One
Ummah (nation) and it exhortsMus-
lims to strive for the economic, so-
cial and spiritual needs of the peo-
ple. The Qur'an says: “Lo, thisone
religion is your religion and | am
your Lord” (21:92) and al o, “ Asfor
those who strive in Our Cause, We
will surely guidethemto Our Paths’
(29:69).

Through globalization Muslim
youth in the West feel connected
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with the Ummah, e.g. mass commu-
nication, Satellite TV, Internet etc.
Thishasreinforced Islamic identity
and cultural belonging in some re-
spect. However, youth are also dis-
heartened and disillusioned by the
growing unrest in some Muslim
countries and suppression of Mus-
lim minorities in other parts of the
World, not to mention the poverty
and illiteracy becoming more and
more visible among the Muslims of
the World.

Themajority of Muslimyouthin
the West suffer from religious and
cultural schizophrenia. They are
caught between cultureand religion,
inherited from their parents. They
are Mohamed and Mariam at home,
but Mo and Mary outside their
home.

Thisduality alwaysremainshid-
den at home, in the mosque and in
the Muslim community, but comes
out very openly in schools and
among their friends.

Among Mudimfamilieslivingin
the west, depending on the country
of origin and ethnicity, certain cul-
tural values are blended with their
Islamic way of life. The youths do
not question them until adoles-
cence, when the cultural traditions
and practices are challenged,
whether it is the question of mar-
riageor favoritismfor boysover girls

Continued on page 22

Ramadhan - the Month of
Blessings and Forgiveness

Compiled by Aasyia Amir

We all are soon entering the
blessed month of Ramadhan. | have
tried to bring together some refer-
ences from the Qur’an and Hadith
and the Sunnah (traditions) of the
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) regard-
ing thefundamental aspectsof Fast-
ingin Ramadhan. | hopethey will be
useful, even though just as a re-
minder

Ramadhan fagtingisabligatory
—Referencesfrom theQur’an

“O ye who believe!l fasting is
prescribed to you as it was pre-
scribed to those before you that ye
may (learn)self-restraint” (2.183)

“Ramadan is the (month) in
which was sent down the Qur’an as
a guide to mankind also clear
(Sgns) for guidance and judgment
(between right and wrong). So
every one of you who is present (at
his home) during that month
should spenditin fasting but if any-
oneisill or on ajourney the pre-
scribed period (should be made up)
by days later. Allah intends every
facility for you He does not want to
put you to difficulties. (He wants
you) to complete the prescribed
period and to glorify Him in that
He has guided you; and perchance
yeshall begrateful.” (2.185)

“ (Triumphant) are those who
turn repentant (to Allah), those who
serve (Him), those who praise
(Him), those who fast, these who
bow down, those who fall prostrate
(in worship), those who enjoin the
right and who forbid thewrong and
those who keep the limits (or-
dained) of Allah And give glad tid-
ingsto believers.” (9.112)

Referencesfrom theHadith

Allah's Messenger (pbuh) said
in a sermon which he delivered on
the last day of Shaban, “A great
month, a blessed month, a month
containing a night which is better
than a thousand months has ap-
proached you people. Allah has ap-
pointed the observance of fasting
during it as an obligatory duty, and
the passing of itsnight in prayer as
avoluntary practice....” (Bayhagi)

Statements of the Prophet: “ Is-
lam is built upon [the following]
five pillars: testifying that there is
no God except Allah and that
Muhammad is His Messenger, the
establishment of the prayer, the giv-
ing of zakah, the fast of Ramadan
and the pilgrimage to Makkah.”
(Figh Sunnah 3.108 A)

Abu Hurairah reported that the
Prophet,(pbuh), said: “ The blessed
month has come to you. Allah has
made fasting during it obligatory
upon you. During it, the gates to
Paradise are opened and the gates
to hellfire are locked, and the dev-
ils are chained. There is a night
[during this month] which is better
than a thousand months. Whoever
isdeprived of its good isreally de-
prived [of something great]”
(AnNasai Al Baihagi,)

Talhahibn *Ubaidullah reported
that a man came to the Prophet and
said: “O Messenger of Allah, tell me
what Allah requiresof measregards
fasting.” Heanswered, “The month
of Ramadan.” The man asked: “Is

thereany other [fast]?" The Prophet
answered: “ No, unless you do so
voluntarily.” (Nasai, Baihagi.)

The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
in hislast sermon also emphasi zed:
“....0 People, listen to me in ear-
nest, worship Allah, say your five
daily prayers (Salah), fast during
the month of Ramadhan, and give
your wealth in Zakat. Perform Hajj
if you canaffordto...” (Bukhari.)

Rewards of Fasting — Refer-
encesfromtheQur’an

“For Muslim men and women
for believing men and women for
devout men and women for truemen
and women for men and women who
are patient and constant for men
and women who humble themsel ves
for men and women who give in
charity for men and women who fast
(and deny themselves) for men and
women who guard their chastity
and for men and women who en-
gagemuchinAllah’s praisefor them
has Allah prepared forgivenessand
great reward.” (33.35)

Continued on page 21

The Design In
Nature

Set mechanisms will be found anywhere from the wings
ofabird to inside a bat's skull.

by Harun Yahya
Let'sthink of anaspirinpill for a
moment; you
will immedi-
ately recall
the mark in
themiddle of
it. This mark
is designed
in order to
help those
‘ b L who intake
half a dose. Every product that we
see around usis of acertain design
even though not as simple as the

aspirin pill. Everything from vehi-
cles we use to go to work, to TV
remotes.

“Design”, briefly, means a har-
monious assembling of various
partsinto an orderly form towardsa
common goal. Going by thisdefini-
tion, one would have no difficulty
in guessing that a car is a
design. This is because there is a
certain goal, which is to transport
people and cargo. In realization of
this goal various parts such as the
engine, tires and body are planned

Continued on page 22
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Testing Tolerance

Muslims are facing atest in tolerance.

In arecent appearance on Fox News Channel’s Hannity & Colmes
program, Pat Robertson smeared both | slam and the Prophet Muhammad.
About the Prophet, peace and blessings of God be upon him, Robertson
said: “ Thisman was an absolute wild-eyed fanatic. He was arobber and a
brigand. And to say that these terrorists distort Islam, they’re carrying
out Islam. I mean, this man [Muhammad] was a killer. And to think that
thisis a peaceful religion is fraudulent.” Robertson also called Islam “a
monumental scam” and claimed the Qur’ an, Idam’srevealed text, “isstrictly
atheft of Jewish theology.”

On Octaber 6, 2002 on CBS' 60 Minutes, American evangelist, Rever-
end Jerry Falwell said, “I think Muhammad wasaterrorist... aviolent man,
aman of war.”

Franklin Graham, Billy Graham'’s evangelist son, has repeatedly de-
scribed ISsam asa“wicked, violent” religion inthelast year.

Call the Pope, or label the Bible, with the same adjectives and you'll
call upon thewrath of angry Christiansall over theworld. And rightfully
s0. Or call arabbi aterrorist and the Jewish community would cry “anti-
Semitism” and you’ d be scrounging for aplaceto hide. Put asmear onthe
most revered personality of 1slam and you would be rewarded with asum
of $500,000 from faith-based initiatives under the President of the United
States!

There is a whole crew of so-called “experts’ on Islam with a hate
agenda against our religion. The popular reaction of the broad-based
faith community to al this has been silence, except for a very handful
people of conscience, who spoke out and defended Islam.

Isit an open season on Islam? Are wefighting awar against terrorism
or against Islam and Muslims? Wasthe President’ sfirst slip-of-tongue —
calling the war in Afghanistan a Crusade— not adlip after all?

It is very unfortunate that people who have a Muslim name have
carried out someterrorist activities, but they certainly have acted in their
own capacity. However, to negatively brand the religion is the biggest
bigotry that one can come up with. After all, nobody called Christ akiller
after the Vancouver killing of 19 women, the Columbine school shooting,
the massacre in Montréal or even the bombing by Timothy McVeigh.
Hindu fanatics have killed over 3,000 Muslims in Gujarat and it is still
burning, but no one even thinksthat Mr. Gandhi was aviolent man or that
lord Krishnawas aterrorist. Why this distinction when it comesto Mus-
lims?

Racial profiling and singling out people from Arab and South Asian
countries was bad enough, but it was made palatable in the name of
national security. Does making repulsive statements about our religion
also come under security measures? Don’t these people, who claim to be
“expertsand enlightened” even think for amoment that out of millions of
Muslimsin North America, and over abillion around the globe, someone
may get angry enough to lose his mind and do something horrible? God
forbid, if someone did that, then there will be another cycle of name-
calling and hatemongering against us. And then they will again ask inno-
cently, “Why do they hate us?’ These people must realise that they are
not strengthening our society by spreading hate. Do they really believe
that roses grow on cactus plants?

It seems that Muslims are the only community that supposedly car-
riesthe responsibility of keeping peace at every cost. They are supposed
to smile at each blow. They are expected to salute every Tom and Jerry
that throwsareligious slur on them. They are obliged to take every insult
graciougly.

However, let metell you that non-Muslimsface atol erance-test too: A
test to see how long they would be asilent accompliceto all thisand how
low these televangelists can go in spewing venom on the religion that is
dear to over one hillion people.

It istime Muslims and non-Muslims start a dialogue and true under-
standing of thereligion of Islam aswell as other religions. We must |ook
for the common grounds and mutual respect. Only then will we be ableto
bring the real peace and harmony to our society and makeit arole model
for thewholeworld.

AsmaWarsi

Letters/ Opinion

This year has One Month

The Islamic calendar, like most
other calendars, has twelve months.
Months come and go and little at-
tention is paid to their start or their
ends. Ramadan is the ninth month
of the calendar, but itscoming seems
to have a significant effect on Mus-
lims

While no one is bothered about
the moon that marks the beginning
and the end of the other months, the
crescent marking the start and finish
of Ramadan is somehow all-impor-
tant. Both the start and the end are
always uncertain resulting in sharp
divisionswithin the Muslim commu-
nity.

The month of Ramadan also
bringsout al the piety aMuslim can
muster. Hefasts, hereadsthe Qur’an
in its entirety during the month and
joins in congregational prayers on
Fridays and also every night for
salat-ul taraweeh.

The mosgues are crowded to ca
pacity and thereisindeed such afedl-
ing of brotherhood that you do not
seetherest of theyear. The manage-
ments of the various mosgues see
this as an excellent opportunity to
solicit funds for larger facilities to
accommodate the faithful. The
worshipersarein a charitable frame
of mind and are ready to contribute
voluntarily. Facilities are purchased
at pricesthat take yearsto pay off.

Theresultisthat thereisvery lit-
tle money to go around for anything
other than the purchase price. That
too is collected with great difficulty

because those who so generously
contributed towards the down pay-
ment no longer flock to the place of
worship for the remaining eleven
months. The mosque, therefore, does
not have the means to conduct such
Islamic activities as Dawa for in-
stance.

The mosgue is supposed to be
the nucleus or focal point of the
Muslim community of thecity or the
area where Muslims live. It is the
center from which Muslims are to
gather the strength as a people. Is-
lamic education and | slamic solidar-
ity must emanate from such centers.
But, none of that happens and that
isthe root of our problem. The peo-
plewho run most mosques offer very
littlein the way of constructive pro-
grams that would benefit the com-
munity at large.

What happens is that individu-
alswho have separated or distanced
themselves from the mosque or
center which they previoudly patron-
ized, due to differences of opinion,
want to start a new mosque and a
new center over which they can have
undisputed sway and control. This
startsthecircleof yet another mosgue
with funding problems

It is, therefore, high time that
those who call themselves the lead-
ers of our community admit that the
dissatisfactionisin existence and do
something about it. They can begin
with consolidating |slamic activities
and services within the existing
mosques and centers instead of pro-

Reader upset about article ranin The Ambition

| usualy find The Ambition in-
formative and balanced. However, |
think that you made a serious error
of judgement in running the article,
“TheKosher Tax” (Sept-Oct. 2002).
Why on earth should Muslims feel
“shocked and angered” that Jewish
groups have approached various
companies and asked for kosher cer-
tification of their products? Muslims
also benefit from being abletotell at
a glance that products like yoghurt
or cottage cheese are pork-free. Why
don’t Muslims get together with
other groups that have religious or
health concerns about food ingredi-
ents and show these companies that
there is a growing market for prod-
ucts that are free from pork deriva-
tives?

Describing kosher certification as
a‘“scam” and comparing it to extor-
tion because the (undisclosed) cost
is passed on to the consumer is of-
fensive and hypocritical. Should

Muslim organizations that certify
meat as halal also be considered
guilty of the same?

Aisha Geissinger

[The Ambition does not share
the language or the “ shock and an-
ger” expressed by the non-Muslim
writer of that article. Muslims
should do exactly what you have
suggested. The purpose of running
the article was to let it be known to
Muslims that products marked with
certain letters ARE kosher and
hence are usable by Muslims. We
just wish it had been more publi-
cised, in which case, Jews would
have had the support of their Mus-
lim brothers and sisters too. We re-
gret that it hurt your feelings.

Readers can also consult this
webpage at Eat-Halal.com for more
information on Kosher products:
http://www.eat-halal.com/
kosher.shtml — Editors.]

/ Space permitting, all \
op-eds and letters
are published
regardless of the
journal’s policy. We
entertain all letters,
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address, and
telephone number.
Only names will be

letters@theambition.com

liferating new prayer places and/or
mosquesthat remain poorly attended
and generally uncared for.

What this will do is, attract the
community, which is so starved of
viable programs. Peoplewill flock to
the worship centers throughout the
year instead of only during Ramadan.
They will develop confidencein our
centers and their management. This
inturn, will lead to their putting their
money wheretheir faithis, thus solv-
ing the funding and financia prob-
lems. Once they start co-operating,
they can create and maintain aBaitul
Maal (aMudim Treasury) whichwill
not only make our community a self
sufficient one, but also make it an
example setting oneaswell.

Just imagine then, Muslims will
be seen heading to the mosques in
peaceful groupsthroughout the year.
The mosgues will be always full at
each congregational prayer time
throughout the year instead of only
during Ramadan. What a great
thought! Is it not? And people like
me will have their faith restored in
there actually being twelve months
inthe ldlamic calendar.

Munawar Merchant

Ramadan Begins

Tentatively
November 6

The Muslim holy month of
Ramadan is tentatively set to begin
November 6, 2002, when Muslims
worldwide begin amonth of fasting.

During thismonth of the Islamic
lunar calendar, Mudlimsabstain from
food, drink, and sexual relationsfrom
dawn to sunset. The purpose of the
fastistolearndiscipline, self-restraint
and generosity, while obeying the
commandments of God.

Fasting, as well as the declara-
tion of faith, fivedaily prayers, char-
ity and pilgrimage to Mecca consti-
tutesthefivepillarsof Islam.

Since Ramadan isalunar month,
it begins about eleven days earlier
each year. The end of Ramadan is
marked by communal prayersonthe
day of Eid ul-Fitr, or Feast of the Fast-
Breaking, tentatively set for Decem-
ber 6, 2002, depending on the sight-
ing of the moon.
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From the
Qur'an

And their Lord responded

to them: “Never will |

allow to be lost the work

of [any] worker among
you, whether male or
female; you are of one
another. So those who

emigrated or were evicted
from their homes or were

harmed in My cause or

fought or were killed — |

will surely remove from

them their misdeeds, and

| will surely admit them

to gardens beneath which
rivers flow as reward from
Allah, and Allah has with

Him the best reward.”
(3:195)

~

)

-
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From the
Hadith

Narrated lbn ‘Umar
(ra): The Prophet
(pbuh) said,
“Whoever takes a
piece of land of

others unjustly, he will

sink down the seven

Earths onthe Day of

Resurrection.”

Related by
Al-Bukhari
(3:634)

N

)

By Ayub Hamid

To derive the maximum benefit
from the Holy Qur’ an, the first pre-
requisiteisthat the reader must have
the right attitude and mindset. The
following aretheimportant ingredi-
ents of the right attitude with which
to approach the Quran:

Sincerity of intention

People may read the Qur’an to
seek blessings, to find argumentsin
favour of acertain point of view, to
search for support in legitimizing
some heretical behaviour, etc. But,
to understand the message of the
Qur'aninitspureform, areader must
approach it

with asincereintention of seek-
ing guidancefromit. Otherwise, one
will end up finding what heislook-
ing for, but not the guidance. As
mentioned earlier, it deliversto peo-
ple what they want: ‘He misleads
many thereby, and guides many
thereby’.

ClearingtheMind From Clut-
ter

An essential prerequisite for
seeking guidance is to clear your
mind from the clutter when you sit
down foritsstudy. Set asideall pre-
conceived ideas and notions you
have devel oped over time, baggage
you have acquired from the friends
and society you have been moving
about with, the values of right and
wrong that you may have been con-
ditioned to and ideol ogies you have
been impressed with. The Qur’an
must be

approached with open mind and
willingness to start from base zero,
intending to learn everything anew.

Resolve To ChangeAccordingly

The seeker of thetruth must also
be determined to change his idess,
adjust hislifestyle, shift hisparadigm
and fine-tune his outlook according
the guidance he discovers from the
Qur’'an. A person has to get out of

Approaching the Qur'an

hisrutsto find the guidance. If this
adjustment does not take place as
he studies the Qur’an, he will end
up having amirage-like experience.
He will seeit shining at a distance,
but will never reachiit.

Reflection

Although the need for reflecting
on the message of the Qur’an has
been described in details earlier, its
need and importance cannot be over-
emphasized. The beauty of the
Qur’ an become evident to thosewho
reflect onit serioudy. A cursory read-
ing or acasual study isnot going to
be of much benefit. It should not be
read likeabook of fiction, but should
be studied with the presence of one’'s
heart and mind, engaging the best
of one'sintellect and reflecting pro-
foundly onthe pointsit makes. How-
ever, an appropriate level of reflec-
tion will perhaps not be possiblein
thefirst reading. The whole Qur’an
shouldinitialy beread with the help
of an authentic translation and
Tafseer to get an overview of the
guidance; then it must be studied
once again slowly and reflectively;
and then the process of study and
reflection should continue on an on-
going basis.

Following In The Footstep Of
TheProphet

The guidance of the Qur’ anwas
intricately related to the phases and
stages of the Islamic movement
launched by the Prophet with the
start of the revelation of the

Qur’an. It provided timely and
effective instructions to the Mes-
senger of Allah

lam. Thereal impact of thoseteachings
is fully perceived and absorbed only
by those people who undertake the
mission of Islam in the same manner
and for the same purpose as was done
by thefirst recipient of therevelations.
Those who do so, the verse of the
Qur’an revea themselves to that per-
sonintheir proper spirit and impact.

Duaaor Supplication

With all the positive attempts to
understand the Qur’ an, one should also

continue to pray to Allah for his
guidance. A sincere Duaato Al-
lah adds Allah’s help and bless-
ings to one’s sincere personal
efforts to produce the best pos-
sible results.

May Allaah help us seek
guidancefrom the Qur’ an and act
upon it.

[Thisis the first of a 2-part series.
The next part will be published in the
December issue, insha Alaah.]

Let's study and live by
what we understand!

Whileldlam encouragesintellectual
debates and orders Muslims to use
their mind and wisdom, in order to gain
insights and enriching interpretations
of the message of the Quran, it does
not give people afree licence to have
trivial arguments with one another us-
ing seemingly contradictory verses
from the Quran, without resorting to
interpretations offered by the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), his sincere com-
panions, or the pious and learned
scholars.

A manreported to havesaid, “Once
| visited the Prophet (pbuh) at his
house. | found some people sitting near
his door. They were talking among
themselves. Someone quoted a verse.
But they disagreed over its meaning
and began to argue. Voices rose high.
At that, the Prophet (pbuh) emerged

and his face turned red with an-
ger. Hethrew ahandful of dust at
them (as a sign of disapproval)
and said, ‘ Take it easy, my peo-
ple, for thisiswhat destroyed the
nations before you: it was by
(unnecessary) disagreeing with
their prophets and misquoting
parts of their books to counter
other partsof it. TheQuran has
not been revealed for some parts
of it to be refuted with the oth-
ers, rather, its partstestify (sup-
port and explain) each other.
Therefore, live by what you un-
derstand. And what you cannot,
leaveittothelearned.”” [Ahmad
and Ibn Kathir]

[Clips from the Friday
Nasiha bulletin by Young Mus-
lims]

(pbuh) in com-
pleting the mis-
sion he was
sent for. The
same mission
has been pre-
scribed for the
followers of |s-
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“Ramadhan Book
Project” gains
speed

Just ten months after the Cana-
dianldamic Congress(CIC) launched
their Ramadan Book Project, the
fundraiser reached nearly one-third
($30,000) of their $100,000 target.
Organizers are hopeful to reach or
exceed their financial goal during this
upcoming Ramadan (November 7 —
December 4, 2002).

During last Ramadan, the CIC
announced their plan to donate a
package of 1slamic Books (including
the Holy Quran) to 1,000 libraries
across Canada in an educational
outreach program, with each set of
books is said to have a value of
about $100. Theproject will continue
throughout this Ramadan in order to
complete the fundraising. “We are
focusing especially on public librar-
ies in smaller Canadian towns, be-
cause we found that most have no
bookson Islam at @l and do not have
the budget to buy any,” said CIC
President, Professor Mohamed
Elmasry.

Donations are welcome at any
time, even though the CIC is focus-
ing mainly around the month of
Ramadan, asit isatime of spiritual-
ity, and charity giving. This project
has since inspired many other Mus-
lim organizationstoindulgein simi-
lar programs. To donate, contact Dr.
Mohamed Elmasry at:

(519) 888-4567 Ext 3753 (office)

(519) 746-7928 (home)

TARIC Tae Kwon Do secure
Canadian Black Belt

L.
"

Congratulations are due to Br. Abdullah Sabree at
TARIC wherethey havean dl black belt team at differant
age groups. The students of Br. Sabree did very well at
The Canadian Golden Belt Karate Championship where
many got their belts. We congratulate the instructor
and the winners. Here are the resullts:

1—Yusuf Abdullah Ahmed: 2pl.(pattern)12 and un-
der jr. black belt

2—Yasdaan Khan: 3pl .(pattern) 12 and under jr. black
belt

3—Deen Khan: 2pl.(fighting)14-15yr. jr. black belt

4—Deélair Khan: 2pl.(pattern)16-17yr. jr. black belt
& 2pl. (fighting)

5—Nabed Hack: 2pl. men”slight weight black belt
fighting

6—Omar McKnight: 3pl. men”smiddleweight black
belt fighting

7—Amir Sabree: 1pl. men”s middle weight black
belt fighting.

Sisters' fun swim program

at Huron Park Pool, 830 Paisley Boulevard West,
Mi ssissauga
Every Saturday, from5 - 6:30 p.m., Jan. to March
Registration fee for all sessions must be paid in
advance, by November 30th.
No lessons, fun swim only.
Islamic attire required.
Contact: Sr. Rania905-501-0180
Sr. Anne-Marie 905-858-6084
Register quickly as spacesare limited.

N
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Animals do talk to one another

By A.l Makki

The scientists working on ani-
mals are convinced that animalsin-
deed talk to one another. However,
there is no creature in the animal
world that enjoys the advanced
speech facilitiesof human beings. We
have seen animals around us make
sounds by which they communicate
with each other and human beings.
For instance, a dog may bark to ex-
press joy, to warn people of danger,
or to expressgrow! to expressitsan-
ger and how! when it is lonely. We
may have also noticed birds chatter-
ing unceasingly in their nests utter-
ing sounds understood by its
younger one's and when teaching
them to fly. It has also been noticed
that monkeys can make different
sounds in different situations that
expressdifferent feelings. A calf can
make known to itsmother, whenitis
hungry.

Likewise, theneigh of ahorse, the
braying of a donkey, the moo of a
cow, and the trumpeting of an el-
ephant carry with them different feel-
ings, meanings and emotions. Some
of these can be understood by hu-
man beings, whereas most of the
other language of theanimalsremains
unknown to us. Nevertheless, stud-
ies reveal that animals can clearly
communicate with each other, and
makethemselvesunderstood to other
animals of their own kind. In ajun-
gle, animals can also communicate
with other animals of the forest to
warn them of an approaching dan-
ger. Theother animals at least appear to
understand their criesand take measures
to safeguard their well-being.

Scientists studying insects have
proved beyond doubt that even in-

sects can communicate wonderfully
with each other in their own special
way. Insects like ants, bees, and
waspsliveingroupsare called as so-
cial insects. They live in harmony
with one another
and share tasks

with one another.

They cannot do
this unless they have away of com-
municating or talking with one an-
other. These insects possess long
feelers by which they can touch oth-
ersinaway and make certain things
understood to others in their com-
munity.

These studies on animals have
been carried out extensively by sci-
entists in recent times. The Holy
Qur’an had foretold that animals do
talk to each other, as it is obvious
fromthefollowing verses:

In the Chapter 27:18 of the Holy
Qur’'anreadsasfollows, “ At length,
when they came to a valley of ants.
One of the ants said: “ O ye ants get
into your habitations, lest Solomon
and his hosts crush you under foot
without knowing it.”

Allahin hiswisdom gives usthe
exampleof alowly insect likean ant
and the following conclusions can
be drawn from the verse quoted
above.

The verse of the Holy Qur’an
givesvaluableinsight into theworld
of ants. The verse tells that one of
theants" said” addressing an assem-
bly of other antsto get into their habi-
tations, if not Prophet Sulayman’s
army would crush them to death.

The verse does not say that the
ant communicated by other bodily
gestureslike signaling, waving, nod-
ding, gesturing for them to hide. On
the contrary, the words are “spoken
out” inaway, inwhichitwasaudible
to the other ants on a frequency by
which they can speak to one another.

Theverse also betraysthe ‘ anxi-
ety’ of the ant to saveitself and oth-
ers of its kind from a certain death.
This clearly shows the ant is afraid
of death by “crushing,” and it not
only wantsto ward of the approach-
ing danger onitself, but at this criti-
cal juncture it wants to do good to
the othersof itscommunity by warn-
ing them of this danger.

Here the charitable qualities of
this tiny insect and the community
feeling of theant clearly stand out to
show that most of the animals as a
rule are not selfish asthey are made
out to be by humans.

Another conclusion that can be
drawnisthat ant lovesitslife, aswe
all do. Itisfor thisreason it wantsto
ward of acertain death on itself and
save others also.

The verse also tells us that the
ant knew that there was a retinue of
soldiers accompanying Prophet
Sulayman. It also understood that
they might kill the ants unwittingly
by crushing them to death.

The ant here appears to be well
informed about its surroundings. For
instance, it knew for certain, from a
distance the army coming its way
bel onged to Prophet Sulayman [ Solo-
mon] and not anybody else. By these
verses, Allah Ta alamakesHissigns
clear that the Holy Qur’an asit was
revealed 1400 yearsagoisindeed the
Word of God.
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USReligious
Leaders Issues
Statement Against
US War on Iraq

A Statement of Conscience
against the war against Iraq was re-
cently signed by Christian leadersas
well asrepresentativesfrom the Jew-
ishand MuslimfaithsintheUS, and
was released at rallies in cities
countrywide.

Sacred |slamic, Jewish and Chris-
tian scriptureswere quoted, and reli-
giousleaderswarn their government
to take necessary action against Iraq
only viathe United Nations if there
is no other alternative. The signers
of the Statement callsonthe US gov-
ernment to become a “moral super-
power” rather than theworld’sdomi-
nant military power.

Considering thethreat to civilian
livesin Irag, the statement says, “to
believe that an American family is
more precious and sacred than an
Iragi family isto turn one’s back on
God and God's beloved commu-
nity...."”

Theleaders are calling on Presi-
dent Bush to meet hismoral obliga-
tion asleader of the nation under God,
as"actionsresulting in the death and
suffering of thousands of innocent
people and fueling further terrorist
actsat acost of billions and billions
of dollars” without exhausting all
other means of reconciliation is an
“offense to the ethical foundation
upon which our country isfounded.”

“1 have never seen the broad-
based religious community so
united,” said Joseph Fahey, profes-
sor of religious studies at Manhat-
tan Collegein Riverdale, N.Y.

However, not al religious com-
munities disagree with President
Bush’sviewpoint, in fact, some Jew-
ish groups and Christian evangelists
support the effort to war.

“We want to be sure we do not
take action that imperils all of these
millions of innocent lives,” said
Kareem Irfan, chairman of the Coun-
cil of Islamic Organizations of
Greater Chicago.

~

Canadian
Christians Oppose
War

Inaletter to Canadian PrimeMin-
ister Jean Chrétien, representatives
of almost 20 Christian denominations
denounced war against Iraqg.

Vice-president of the Canadian
Islamic Congress, Wahida Valiante
said, “It shows

that mainstream Canadiansagree
with us. It's great to see that our po-
sition at this point seems to concur
with the churches and basically any
human beings with a good con-
science.” ShehopesthePrimeMin-
ister will listento the allied Canadian
Christian and Muslim groups.
Valiante claimsthat Canadaneedsto
find out the clear motives of the US
as “they have not established a con-
nection between Al-Qaeda and the
Iragi government, or that the Iragi
government is actually developing
(weapons) of mass destruction.”

St. Catharines anti-racism con-
sultant Susan Howard-Azzeh said,
“Canada is known to be a peace-
keeper, and with thesefrequent invi-
tationsfromthe U.S. to become more
militarized [ Canadiang] risk jeopard-
izing our society’s peaceful reputa-
tion.”

Students of
Georgetown U of
Washington, Stage
“Die-In’

On October 23, a band of
Georgetown University student
groups that oppose the war on Iraq
staged a “die-in” in Georgetown’s
Red Squarefor almost one hour. The
stagesto beinvolved in the“die-in”
included the mingling of participants
inthe Red Square, after whichadrum
roll would start. After thedrumming,
the participantswereto suddenly fall
down, lying lifelessly on the ground
for about half of anhour. Theideais
that thiswould surprise passing stu-
dents, sparking their interest, and
they would then be given afact sheet
explaining the reasons behind the
“die-in”.

The purpose was to educate stu-
dents of the dangers of the US war
against Iraq, and spark the students
interest in the anti-war movement on
campus, encouraging them to be-
comemore proactivein speaking out
against injustice.

Groups that participated in the
“die-in” included the Muslim Stu-
dents Association, the Georgetown
Solidarity Committee, Young Arab

L eadership Alliance, and the Campus
Greens.

100,000 March in Protest of
Military Strike Against Iraq

A march on October 26 by some
100,000 people, inantiwar demonstra-
tion may have been Washington's
largest since the Vietnam era. The
demonstration was coordinated by
organizers of International AN-
SWER, acoalition of antiwar groups.

“Wethink thiswasjust extremely,
extremely successful,” said Mara
Verheyden-Hilliard, aD.C. organizer
with International ANSWER, Act
Now to Stop War and End Racism.
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Helpful Hints
by Sister Shirin Patel

| amunder a lot of pressure from my peersto start
smoking, even if only to socialize. Most of my friends
smoke. What should | do?

A Well you don’t need to be told this because I’ m sure you

aready know, but let metell you anyway. Smoking isbad
for your health, even if you're not actually smoking but by inhaling
second hand smoke your health can still be affected. You have options
here: one, get anew bunch of friends (which can be difficult), two join
them (thisisan option but | wouldn't consider it if | wereyou) or three
you could just explain to them that just because they want to have lung
problems when they are older it doesn’t mean you do too. See, at a
young age you tend to think smoking is cool, and so do your friends.
But in time you gain something called ‘wisdom’ which will make you
regret ever starting to smoke. In ayear or two, smoking will no longer
appear to be “cool” but rather just be a big expense. Trust me, when
you're saving up to buy a car or go pay for university expenses you'd
wish you never got started in the first place. Friends may pressure you
into things, but they can never make you do it. Try just telling your
friends straight up that you aren’t into that. If they can’t respect that
then | don’t think they’re worth your friendship. Be yourself, and be-
lieve in your values, if the people around you can't accept then, then
they better “getz dasteppin’ “ J. May the AImighty give you the strength
to be yourself. Ameen.

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

I’m engaged to this girl, whom my parents think is good,
but I’ m beginning to think sheisn’t right for me. I’mscared
to tell my parents because it may upset them. Any help
you can give?

A Don't ever forget that marriageisalifetime commitment.

Some people are scared to tell their parents they don’t
want to get married to a certain person, especialy if the parents chose
the girl/guy. So what do they do? They either marry the person with the
intention of divorce, or, they try and convince themselves that the per-
son will changeto their liking. In some cases, that person may change.
However, when you get married you should marry a person for what
they are and not who they MIGHT become. Divorceis not afirst resort
inlslam, soif that’s what you' re thinking, better change that thought. It
isthe LAST resort, and should not be taken lightly. Your parents want
you to be happy, hence the reason you’ re engaged to agirl they THINK
is“good”. It would hurt them more to see you in arough marriage than
tojust tell them straight up now. Sit down with them, and explain to them
what you see in this sister and why you don’t think it will work. They
love you, and want the best for you. Insha Allah, they’ll understand. If
they can’t, confide in an aunt or uncle and ask them to try. If not that,
then ask your Imaam to help. May the Almighty make it easy for you.
Ameen.

Ancient Quran on the Internet

The British Library has made religiousvolumesinitscollection.
availablea700-year-old Quran on Users would be able to view
the Internet for users to see and highlights from the full seven vol-
read its highlights at www.bl.uk/ umes of the work by touching a
collections/treasures/ computer monitor, either at the li-

treasures.html. Thisancient holy brary, or at the website. Thereis
scripture, known as Sultan also audio commentary to explain
Baybars' Quranisamong acom- important parts of the book. The
pilation of textsfrom Christianity, work is written in gold, and dates
Judaism and Buddhism in its back fromanywherearound 1304 to
project known as “Turning the 1306 and wasmadefor the Mamluk
Pages’, which is an attempt to ruler of Egypt, Rukn a-DinBaybars
broaden the accessibility to major  al-Jashnagir.

Exhibition of Islamic Arts and Sciences

The 8th annual exhibition of Is- We have sent Our messengers with clear guidance;

lamic Arts and Sciences took place
from October 5th to 27.The title of
the Ex was" Artists onthe mission of
peace." The event was excellently
organised and thetheme was greatly
appreciated by the participants. It
was agood attempt tocreat agreater
awareness of thelslamic cultureand
also foster the understanding among
the diverse Canadian culture.

The evening was enriched by
Muslim and non-Muslim dignitaries
and politicians. Sayyid Muhammad
Rizvi, the Chair or the exhibition,
quoted from the Qur'an, "Certainly

and We sent down with them the Book and the Scale
so that mankind may conduct themsselves with jus-
tice."

Some of the prominent people were Hon. Keith
Norton, who wasthe chief guest for the occasion; Chief
Commissioner Ontario Human Rights Commission;
Hon. Muhammad A. Musavi, the Ambassador of |s-
lamic Republic of Iran; Hon. Nazem-el-Kadri, Counsel
Genera Labanan; Mr. Derek Lee, MP; Ms. Coleen
Beaumier, MP; Ms. Marilyn Mushinski, MMP; Ms. B.
Hogg, Deputy Mayor, Town of Richmond Hill.

The program was conclude with the final message
of brotherhood, peace and harmony by Huijjatul 1slam
Syed R. Nagvi, Imam I slamic Jafery Centre, Washing-
tonD.C.
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Your Voice, Your Future

CAIR Canada's fundraising dinner

Fromour Saff Seporter

Put your money where your mouth
is. That was the message conveyed at
the CAIR fundraising dinner on the
chilly night of October 2002. It seems
that people took the message to their
hearts.

The Council on American-lslamic
Relations in the United States is an
advocacy group to further and pro-
tect the political
and religious
rightsof Muslims
living in that
country. “The
Canadian chapter
of CAIR was
opened in a
Montréal base-
ment by Sr.
SheemaKhan, its
Canadian
founder, whowas
helped by CAIR
inthe States. Last
year, her unre-
lenting hard work
and belief that
each act of establishing justice is
Ibadah (worship), earned an official
branch of CAIR Canada in Ottawa,”
Riad Sal oojee, the Executive Director
of CAIR CAN toldtheaudience. It'sa
national organisation to promote an
accurate image of Islam and Muslims
in Canadaand distinct from the Wash-
ington based CAIR.

Dedicated to presenting an Islamic
perspective on issues of importance

to the Canadian public, CAIR CAN’

believesthat alack of knowledgeand
not ill will isat the heart of misrepre-
sentation of Islam in the Canadian
media. “Thereisalot of good will in
the other communities,” according to
Shaikh Mohamed Zahid, one of the
speakers at the dinner. “Why did we
have to wait until 9/11 to reach out to
other communities? We have alot to
share with and express our concerns
about issuethat areimportant to other
communities, for example poverty, di-
vorce, homelessness, etc.

“Canadian Muslims are facing a

challenge. We were slowly making
progress but then suddenly we
found ourselves under microscope.
But wearen't donefacing hardship.
Other communitieslike Jews, Sikhs
and Japanese went through a lot
too,” he said. Hence, CAIR CAN
hastaken to task educating the print
and broadcast media, monitoring
and correcting theinaccuraciesand

dispelling the stereotypes and bi-
ases. It is also busy dealing with
anti-discrimination at work or har-
assment at individual level.
Muslimsare behindinthelegal
and political process. We don’t
know thelanguage of themedia. The
people who have no knowledge
about our practices are represent-
ing us. We areimmobilized by our
laziness and self-pity. We will have
to come out of our shell and be an
active part of the Canadian mosaic.
Not only that, we'll have to open
our walletsto fund the organisation
that is committed to be our voice.
CAIR CAN hasset up mediare-
lation workshops, developed
“Know your Rights” literature, pro-
moted mediaactivism, done politi-
cal lobbying, contributed op-edsto
leading national newspapers, chal-
lenged discrimination at work and
police harassment, developed info
kits for educators, journalists, em-
ployers, and healthcare workers,

Islamic Manners -Visiting and
Receiving Guests

If you aretravelling to visit some-
one, or if you are about to receive
guests, make sure that your hands,
feet, and socksare clean and that your
appearance and clothing are neat.
Even if those are your parents, rela
tives, peers, or friends of a different
age. Never neglect or underestimate
the importance of your looks, for that
could certainly dull the pleasure of the
meeting, marring the enjoyment of
thoseyou meet. Tolook neat whilevis-
iting or being visited is an instinctive
trait in addition to being an Islamic
manner! Do not ignorethisaspect just
because you think the person visiting
you istoo closeto you to be offended
or repelled by your dirty attire or un-
pleasant smell.

In this regard the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) directed his
companions upon returning from a
journey: “ You are on your way to meet
your brothers, so put on a nice dress
and fix your saddles, so that you ap-

pear distinct among people as a
mole (on a face). Allah likes nei-
ther roughness nor rough man-
ners’. (Muslim)

Imam a-Bukhari reportsaMus-
[im from the best generations, Abul
Alia al-Basri, saying, “Muslims
wore their best when visiting each
other”. Similarly Thabit al-Banani,
the student of Imam Anasbin Malik,
once said, “When | used to visit
Anas, he would call for a perfume
and run it along his cheeks’. Ac-
cordingly, if you arevisited at home
whilein casual clothing, asit some-
times happens, you should change
for your visitors. Thiswill enhance
their respect for you and they will
appreciate your hospitality. It is,
after al, the Adab (manner) of the
early Muslims!

Moreover, do your best to bring
gifts to those receiving you, and
likewise present your guest with
gifts. A gift, however symbolic, will

and has used action alerts to mobi-
lize grassroots support to get the
voices of Muslims heard.

The message of CAIR CAN was
taken very well and with alot of ap-
preciation from the audience. So,
when Br. Abdullaldris appealed for
donations, it was not beforetoo long
that the organizerswere smiling and
thanking Allah for putting the good-

¥

ness in the hearts of Muslims, that
they realised theimportance of CAIR
CAN, put their trust in it, open their
hearts and wallets and declared that
“You areour voice, our future!”

Lantern of Hearts Il

Reported by Shaheena Ya' qubi

On October 4™, 2002 the Burton
Auditorium of York University was
host to a gathering that was truly
ground-breaking and spiritually up-
lifting. The Muslim community was
treated to abreath of fresh air onthis
fall evening. Community notables,
local scholars, and Muslimsfrom all
organizationsin the city werein at-
tendance and families crowded the
foyer to purchasetickets. Theair was
cool, spiritswerehigh, skintonesand
languageswere different, and there-
freshmentswerefree! Thefaceswere
all smiling both familiar and unfamil-
iar. | felt welcomed the minute | en-
tered.

The aim of the evening was to
highlight the differences of other
Muslims by showcasing their native
style of praise. Through various
Qur’anic recitations discussing
themes of countlessblessings, heav-
enly wisdom, past examples, and
gratitude the atmosphere was
grounded by thewords of Allah. The
nasheeds, gasidas, and na’ats all
shared in the two major themes for
the evening, sadness (ishtiyaaq)
and joy (shawq) for the sake of Al-
mighty Allah.

As the lights dimmed and the
whispering came to a halt the host
for the evening took the microphone.
His address (in the form of a poem)

Planting the Seeds for Peace: Our urgent
and common call

The United Church and Muslim organizations working hand in hand

by Our Saff Reporter

On the bright warm afternoon of
Sept. 11, 2002 we gathered at the In-
ternational Muslims' Organization of
Toronto to sow seeds of peace and
plant a tree of understanding. The
event was co-sponsored with the To-
ronto Conference of The United
Church of Canada, the IMO and the
Coalition of Mudlim Organizations of
Toronto, in remembrance of the last
year's horrendous terrorist attack on
the WTC in the United States.

The gathering consisted of Mus-
lims and Christians. It was ecstatic
to seethat some Christian sistershad
covered their heads with a scarf in
solidarity with their Muslim sisters.

Those among the speakers were
Br. Omar Farouk, the President of
IMO; Reverend Jim Cairney of the

North Star United Church in
Springdale; Imam Adam Esse, the
President of COMO; and Imam
Hamid Simi.

The clear message from all the
speakers was about the similarities
between us — being only different
in our approach — that we all wor-
ship the same God and there is no
reason why we should not work hand
in hand. The audiencerecited verses
from the Bible and from the sayings
of the Prophet in sync.

In the end, the United Church
presented a tree to the Muslims and
it was planted by al of uson the prop-
erty of IMO. The participants re-
turned with little packets of “forget
me not” seeds.

We hope to see the blooms.

greatly enhance the pleasure of such
a meeting. The joy of seeing your
beloved oneswill bevividly remem-
bered for many yearsevery timeyour
gift is seen or used! That iswhy the
Prophet (peace be upon him) strongly
recommended usto “ Exchange gifts,
exchangelove” . (Bukhari)

After reading this copy
of The Ambition, pass it

on to someone else.
Help us bring the
message of Islam to all!

welcomed and commended everyone
for being there. He madeit clear from
the beginning that all egos should
be checked at the door and that only
smilesand cheersof praisewerewel-
comed. The audiencewasgiven pro-
grams which included introductions
to each performer and group.

The evening began with the pin-
nacle of unity and togetherness, di-
rectly from the Qur’ an, whereby all
souls, who then were without race,
culture, or classwere asked from the
Creator “am | not your Lord?’ to
which our souls responded in the
affirmative. The story being told was
not the history of Muslims, but the
historical journey of humanity. United
on abelief and common conviction,
mankind wasthen sent down to earth
to gainthe pleasure of Allahthrough
repentance, longing, and reflection.
Upon developing arelationship with
the Qur’an and increasing his love
for the Messenger of Allah, man is
then brought into a state of complete
joy and delight. As the performers
graced the stage with their melodi-
ousVvoices and cheerful dispositions
they exemplified these themesasthe
evening unfolded.

The performers and their songs
ranged from the Syria, Jerusalem, In-
dia, Pakistan, Morocco, Turkey, Trini-
dad and Guyana among others. The
languageswerediverse, the clothing
was unique, the instruments were
beautiful and one could not help but
haveasmilechiseledintheir faceas
you could feel that you weretruly in
agathering of Divine grace.

The night was culminated with a
beautiful rendition of the 99 at-
tributes of Allah, marking the final
goal of mankind's journey — back to
the Creator. Even though | did not
understand the Arabic | till felt a
trembl e as each beautiful and majes-
ticnameof Allahwasrecited. Asthe
host for the evening pointed out in
the beginning, the audience was not
just an audience but was invited to
join in and share in the praising of
the Praised. The sizeable crowd of
over 450 people surely took him up
onthat offer throughout the evening.

Many of the recitations and per-
formances struck different chordsin
people as it took them back many
years ago to their native homes re-
minding many of atime much sim-
pler. “I think al of theperformersdid
an excellent job and tonight’s event
was truly a very genuine and suc-
cessful attempt to unite the heartsin
this community,” said Modasser
Chaudhry, former Chair of the
Atkinson Council, York University.

| truly felt honoured to be part of
thisgathering and walked away with
adeeper appreciation for thelslamic
tradition and its many forms of ex-
pression. It was indeed a learning
experience whereby | was educated
on how Muslimsfrom different parts
of theworld show and articulate their
love for Almighty Allah and the
Prophet (peace be upon him). It
wasn't just a night of performance
but ablessed gathering of the remem-
brance of Allah and thistime it was
our differences that brought us to-
gether. It reminded me of the earlier
80's in this city when the Muslims
werefew, differenceswerestill many,
but the priorities of the Muslimswas
unity. | eagerly look forward to Lan-
tern of HeartslI1I.
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Islamic Psychology of the Self: “Seven Keys to Safeguarding the Self”

By Nosheen Mian,
U of T (S. George),
3" Year — Islamic Studies

(Thethird of a4-part seriesfrom
the lecture by Shaykh M okhtar
Maghraoui)

We previously established
through the Qur’an and the teach-
ingsof theMessenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) that the purpose of our
creation is servitude to Allah, and
that the Prophet (pbuh) came to
show and teach us the most beauti-
ful character [inner state of being that
is reflected outwardly] so that we
may have such an character residein
our hearts when we return to Allah
Most High.

We spoke last time of the four
states of the self: the cattle like,
predatory, Satanic, and finally the
Angelic self —the onethat we areto
most cultivate, for if wedo not, then
wewill cultivatethethreelower states
of the self and thereby have an ugly
character. Thescholarsof ISam have
established that the gates Satan uses
to break into thismost prized fortress
of ours (our hearts) are the very at-
tributes we choose to have. Having
established that one would say that
those gates have keys, and those
keys are our senses. Islam, through
the Qur’ an, the words of the Prophet
(pbuh), the early teachers and prac-
tising people of Islam (not only ex-
ternally, but internally aswell), have
established that those senses/in-
stincts, are basically seven: eyes,
ears, tongue, stomach, sexual organs,
hands, and legs. Who should hold
thesekeys? Shall we, or shall wemake
them availableto Satan?—Theobvi-
ous answer by any sane Muslim is
that we must keep these keys.

Before briefly discussing each of
them, let usfirst set alegal principal
or definition: A bounty issomething
bestowed upon us by Allah. Every
time we use a bounty of Allahin a
way not intended by Him (the maker/
giver of that bounty), then we have
been in astate of ungratefulness and
not in one of thankfulness. The prac-
tical aspect of gratefulness for a
bounty is to use it in accordance to
itsMaker/Giver.

1. TheEyes

Every time we use our eyesight
where we should not have, in away
Allah did not create it for — gender
relationships being the most com-
mon inaworld secular culturewhere
this has become very, very danger-
ous ground, then we arein a state of
ungratefulness to this Most Loving,
Most Generous, Most Giving, Most
Forgiving Allah, Who gives and
gives, and never says"“enough!” and
weusewhat Hegivesusinaway He
does not like. May Allah be exalted
from analogy, but if there was a per-
sonwho wasvery kind, compassion-
ate, and loving to me, and he gave
and gave and gave to me, and in-
stead, | cursed at him, betrayed his
trust, and backbited him, then what
would | be?—AndthisisAllah! How
much has He given us? How do we
use these eyes? Do we use them to
uncover the deficiencies/faults of
others? What are we reading? What
picturesarewelooking at? What tel-
evision programs are we indulging
in? That isabuse and ungratefulness
to Allah for the bounty of eyes and
of light! Be watchful of your eyes

everyday my dear brothers and sis-
ters, there are so many ways we can
use our eyesight in a negative way,
and so many wayswe can useitina
positive way.

2. TheEars

The hearing, how do we use our
ears? To hear what? Songs of birds
andwaterfalsor rapand rock, or even
Pakistani music, Arab music, or Per-
sian music because some of us have
the mentality that if it'sin the native
language of our ‘Muslim’ countries
then it's okay, but it's not! How are
we using our ears? Arewelistening
to what people say in private and
then exposing it? Are we sitting in
conversations where there is so
much idletalk and we stay there and
enjoy it? Do we turn on the televi-
sion and watch ‘talk’ shows where
thereistalk filled with ridicule and
lies. Or dowe usethisbounty of hear-
ing to listen to knowledge and re-
membrance of Allah so asto nourish
our Angelicself and helpit attainsin-
cere, deep love of Allah? Are we
keeping the company of the people
of remembrance of Allah or do we
disdain them for people whose
sounds are but harmful noise. Ask
yourself how you are using this
bounty of hearing.

3. TheTongue

When Mu' adh asked Muhammah
(pbuh) “will we be held accountable
even for thewordswe utter hereand
there?” he (pbuh) replied, “Oh
Mu’ adh may your mother mournyou!
(i.e. something bad iscoming, if you
don’t understand this...you're
dead!) — What else, but the harvest
of the tongue causes most people to
be dragged on their faces into the
Fire of Hell!”, and Allah tells us,
“every word uttered is recorded by
theangels’. Yet what isthe bounty
we use most? — It is the tongue, and
one scholar said that if we used our
other senses as much as we use our
tongue, they would collapsewith fa-
tigue! Abu Dardahisrelated to have
said “dojusticeto your ears, for you
were given two ears and one tongue
in order that you listen/hear more
than you speak”. Every word we ut-
terismost likely apoisonousbite that
we'll haveto reckon with onthe Day
of Judgment. The Messenger of Al-
lah (pbuh) with his exalted state of
being used to have prolonged inter-
vals of silence, and when he spoke,
he spoke gems, diamonds, and pesarls.
He (pbuh) said, “whosoever hasfaith
in Allah and the Day of Judgment let
him speak aword of good or remain
silent” —what is good is that which
helpsusin our journey to Allah and
the purpose for which we were cre-
ated. Anything that does not help
us fulfill the purpose for which we
were created, islogically not benefi-
cial. Thetongueisthe most used key
by Satan to enter the heart and oc-
cupy it — backbiting, sewing the
seeds of hatred, ridiculing, making
fun of people, lying, conspiring with
words, ridicule othersand it’s called
civilized entertainment. By Allah! -
We will be asked for every word we
utter!

4. TheStomach

Thisisyet another key, the more
weindulgein eating and drinking, the
more it shall negatively effect the
state of the heart. The more we give
the stomach what it wants, the less

the heart gets of what it needs. This
iswhy the Prophet (pbuh) isauthen-
tically reported to have said, “the
worst of vessels to be filled by the
child of Adam isthe stomach”. The
Prophet (pbuh) instructed the beau-
tiful character of eating: one third
permissible solids, onethird permis-
sible liquids, one third for air, yet
many of us eat until we cannot eat
anymore. Oneearly sagewastold, ‘a
person eats once a day’ - he said
“that’s the habit of a someone very
close to Allah”, then he was told ‘a
person eats twice a day’ — he said
“that’s the habit of a believer”, then
hewastold ‘ aperson eatsthreetimes
aday’ —he said “well then just buy
him a feeder and hang it around his
neck!” Beware, Islam is about bal-
ance, and each person at certain lev-
elsof exaltation of their self has cer-
tain needs, and the more this self is
cultivated, thelessthefelicity of this
person is dependent on eating three
mealsaday. The strength of this per-
son is no longer dependent on three
meal saday, but on some other food,
yet if weremain at the cattle-preda-
tor likelevels, thenthree mealsaday
become most important to us.

5. Sexual Organs

Thiskey isonewhosefulfillment
isrampant these days. Beware! There
are steps and stages before we get
to the most naked expression of
‘sexual violence' and disobey Allah
through relations outside of marriage
—this also has levels. Even in non-
Muslim secular parts of the Western
World a century or two ago, people
were often dressed humbly and mod-
estly, but it was gradual to the point
where today there is nudity and
shamelessness. So the sexual craze
of feeding the cattle-like self is an-
other key, and precursors to that is
the way one dresses and talks, the
way people behave with each other,
and so on and so forth. The Prophet
(pbuh) spoke of two partsthat would
lead most people to the Hell: that
which is between our jaws (tongue)
and that which is between our legs
[sexual organ], “He/shewho guaran-
tees me that which is between their
jaws and that which is between their
legs, | shall guarantee them Para-
dise”.

6. Our Hands

Our hands were not created to
break the bounty of Allah, such as
to break the branch of atree, to kill
Someone, to strike someone, toiniti-
ateharmto others. So we shall watch
our hands, how they are used, and
every timeweuseour handsinaway
that Allah did not intend, we are
showing ungratefulness to the
bounty of the use of the hand.

7.ThelLegs

How do we use our legs? Do we
use our legs to go to places where
thereisimpermissible, and there are
all typesof thingsdispleasing to Al-
lah - bars, clubs, and music concerts,
gatherings/meetingsto conspire and
to cheat? Do we expose them to show
how sexually attractive we are? All
of that is to use the bounty of Allah
in ways that He did not intend.

To use the bounty of Allah in
wayspleasing to Him, and to refrain
fromwaysdispleasing to Him, iswhat
it means to show gratefulness
through action! To use every bounty
and therefore every sense organ of

ours, the way He, the Creator of it,
intended for it to be used is what it
means to be grateful. May Allah be
exalted from analogy, but if you rent
acar from a car company, then you
areto usethat car in accordancewith
what isin the contract. If you use it
in violation of that contract, you are
acriminal, and quite simply, disobey-
ing Allah is using our senses (that
emanate from the state of our self) in
ways that were not intended by Al-

lah.

So let’s watch for those seven
keys, lock those doors, those at-
tributes that make us susceptible to
Satan, and learn hopefully through
the proper processes and practices,
how to keep those doors shut.

(Insha’ Allah Ta‘'ala the final part of
this 4-part series appearing in the next is-
sue of The Ambition, will look at “ The
Balanced Nature of the Messenger of Al-
lah (pbuh).”)

Home alone with a heart attack

Wheat to do during a heart attack
when alone: A cardiologist advises...

Let'ssay it’'s6.15 pmand you're
driving home (alone of course), after
an unusually hard day on the job.
You're really tired, upset and frus-
trated.

Suddenly you start experiencing
severe pain in your chest that starts
to radiate out into your arm and up
into your jaw. You areonly about five
miles from the hospital nearest your
home. Unfortunately you don’t
know if you'll be ableto makeit that
far.

You have been trained in CPR
(Cardio-Pulmonary-Resuscitation),
but the person who had taught the
course did not tell you how to per-
formit onyourself.

Many people are alone and with-
out help when they suffer aheart at-
tack. The person whose heart isbeat-
ing improperly and who begins to
feel faint, hasonly about 10 seconds
left before losing consciousness.

However, these victims can help
themselves by coughing repeatedly
and very vigorously. A deep breath
should be taken before each cough,
and the cough must be deep and pro-
longed, as when producing sputum
from deep inside the chest.

A breath and a cough must be
repeated about every two seconds
without let-up until help arrives, or
until the heart is felt to be beating
normally again. Deep breaths get
oxygen into the lungs and coughing
movements squeeze the heart and
keep the blood circulating. The
sgueezing pressure on the heart al'so
helpsit regain normal rhythm. Inthis
way,

heart attack victims can get to a
hospital.

[Source: From Health Cares,
Rochester General Hospital viaChap-
ter 240's newsletter, “AND THE
BEAT GOESON...” (reprintfrom The
Mended Hearts, Inc. Publication,
Heart Response]

First Muslim to Commission Human
Rights Named by NYC Mayor

Among the new appointeesto the City’s Commission on Human Rights
named by Mayor of New York City, Michael Bloomberg, wasthefirst Mus-
lim — Omar T. Mohammedi. Mohammedi is alawyer who specialisesin
employment discrimination and real estatelaw. Hecurrently servesaspresi-
dent of the 9/11 Coalition for Constitutional and Human Rights, aswell as
the New York Muslim Bar Association, and is general counsel for the New
York arealsCouncil on American-lslamic Relations.

Life as a Cab Driver Suits Many New

Muslim Immigrants

On atypical day, Toronto cab
driver Adris Abdulcadar has his
lunch that adheresto Islamic dietary
laws, before walking from the Hot
Plate eatery to the Umar-bin-Al-
Khattab Mosque just a few doors
away to engagein hisprayer. Inthis
area of downtown east Toronto,
prayer times each day are marked by
aline-up of taxisoutside the mosgue.
Officia sof the mosque say that more
than half of the members of the
mosque aretaxi drivers.

Many immigrants of large Cana-
dian cities are drawn to the taxi in-

TheHadl

dustry, especially Muslims, mainly
because it alows them the freedom
and flexibility that allows them to
pray five times daily, in accordance
toldlam.

Basement Apartment

for Rent
Dufferin and Steeles
2 Bedroom basement

apartment, separate entrance,
no smoking, no pets,
availableimmediately.
Call (905) 738-0796

uran

@ www.easy-recite-arabic.org

1.To Learn Recitation of The Holy Quran.
2.To Teach Recitation of The Holy Quran.
3.To Memorize Portions from The Holy Quran.
4.To Improve your own Recital of The Holy Quran.
Free Download: Available Chapters of The Holy Quran,
Free Download: All Learning & Teaching Material & More.
Simplified, Multicolored, Most Friendly, Easy, Arabic Script!
Toll Free, 3 Colored, Fast, New, Happy Highway to cruise on!
Pleaseexamineabove’ Site' and send * Comments.” Thanks.
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Around theWorld

By Laurie Goering

Long before the call to prayer
begins each Friday at noon,
Rwanda’'s Muslim faithful jam the
main mosqueinKigali’sNyamirambo
neighbourhood, the overflow crowd
spreading prayer rugs on the mosque
steps, over the red earth parking lot
and out the front gate.

Almost a decade after a horrific
genocideleft 800,000 Rwandansdead
and shook the faith of this predomi-
nantly Christian nation, Islam, once
seen as afringereligion, has surged
in popularity.

Women in bright tangerine, scar-
let and blue headscarves stroll the
bustling streets of the capital beside
men inlong white tunicsand embroi-
dered caps. Mosgues and Islamic
schools are overflowing with stu-
dents. Today about 14 percent of
Rwandans consider themselves
Muslim, up from about 7 percent be-
fore the genocide.

“We'reeverywhere,” says Sheik
Saleh Habimana, the leader of
Rwanda’s burgeoning Muslim com-
munity, which has mosguesin nearly
all of the country’s cities and towns.

Countries around Rwanda— Su-

Islam Blooms in Rwanda

Rwandans jump to faith they view as tolerant

dan, Tanzania, Uganda— have large
Muslim communities. But the reli-
gion never was particularly popular
in Rwanda until the 1994 genocide,
which spurred arush of conversions.

From April to June 1994, militias
and mobs from the coun-

with luring Tutsi parishionersto his
church in western Kibuye province,
then turning them over to Hutu mili-
tiasthat daughtered 2,000t06,000in
asingle day.

The day before the massacre,

Atthesametime, Rwanda sMus-
l[ims — many of them intermarried
Tutsi-Hutu couples — were opening
their homes to thousands of desper-
ate Tutsis. Muslim families for the
most part succeeded in hiding Tutsis

from the Hutu mobs,

try’s ethnic Hutu majority [EoGry = who feared entering the
hunted and murdered hun- . country’s insular Mus-
dreds of thousands of eth- e g fabae lim communities.
nic Tutsis at the govern- | ATIE Ly O YahyaKayiranga, a
\ . f ontinnai TANEANLA .
ment’surging. Withinafew H@r_ﬁ - Aum ok R young Tutsi who fled
months, three of four e R o ‘I._-:__ Kigali with hismother at
Tutsis in the country had R WANDA s the start of the geno-
been hacked to death, of- fssks gl gy " cide, wastakeninto the
ten with machetes or hoes. 73 - e home of aMuslim fam-
More than 100,000 sus- ik ily inthe central city of
pected killers eventually e # Flusuma Gitarama, where he hid
werejailed. kg Pursat, o Sempors until the killing was
The genocide stunned 4 NEST over. Hisfather and un-
Rwanda's Christian com- o dhige ! smuwe | Cle who stayed behind
munity. While clergy in | e BURLEN i wm | in Kigali were mur-

many communities strug-
gled to protect their congregations
and died with them, some prominent
Catholic and Protestant leaders
joinedinthekilling spreeand arefac-
ing prosecution.

Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, the
head of Rwanda's Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, is on trial, charged

Tutsi Adventist clergy inside the
church sent Ntakirutimanaanow-fa-
mous letter, informing him that “to-
morrow wewill bekilled with our fami-
lies” and seeking hishelp. Survivors
report that he replied: “You must be
eliminated. God doesn’'t want you
anymore.”

CIC Honours Canadians

At the annual dinner held by the
Canadian Islamic Congress (CIC) in
Ottawa on October 21, 2002, nine
Canadians shared seven awards as
follows:

* The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress 2002 Peace Award was granted
to the Hon. Alexa McDonough, MP
and leader of the New Democratic
Party, for her “effort to promote so-
cia justicein Canadaand peacewith
justiceworldwide.”

* The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress 2002 Media Excellence Award
was earned by Thomas Walkom of
the Toronto Star as areward for his
“journalistic excellence in covering
Canadian civil liberty issues.”

* The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress 2002 Heroism Award was ac-
cepted by Mohamed Chelali of Van-
couver, in honour of his “bravery”
after he was credited for saving

French President Jacques Chirac's
lifelast summer in a“foiled assassi-
nation attempt.”

*  The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress2002 Community MediaAward
was given to Ahmad Bilal Chami of
Montreal in recognition of “his ef-
fort in establishing the Montreal
Muslim community’sfirst trilingual
newspaper, Al Hijrah.”

*  The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress 2002 Special Community Serv-
ice Award was granted to Dr. Ahmet
Fuad Sahin, MD, of Niagara-on-the-
Lake, inrecognition of him being one
of the country’s most senior medical
professionals, and one of the long-
est-serving leaders of the Muslim
community. Heisthefounder of the
Council of Muslim Communities of
Canada(CMCC).

*  The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress 2002 Youth Community Serv-

ice Award was presented to
Muhammad Ahmed Khan, of St.
John’s Newfoundland for his serv-
ice to the Muslim Student’s Asso-
ciation of Memoria University aswell
asthe St. John’'sMudlim Community.

* The Canadian Islamic Con-
gress 2002 Community Service Award
was granted to:

- Mrs. Pat Flemming of Toronto
in honour of her dedication in help-
ing establish the Toronto Islamic
Social Services.

- Mrs. NaizaraTareen of Ottawa
asareward for her serviceto the Ot-
tawa Muslim Community which
lasted over 30 years.

Dr. Abdul Fatah, MD of Water-
loo, Ontario, was recognised for his
valued serviceto the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Muslim Community for over
30years.

dered. “Wewere hel ped
by peoplewe didn't even know,” the
27-year-old remembers, still im-
pressed.

Unableto return to what he con-
sidered a sullied Roman Catholic
Church, he converted to Islam in
1996. Today he is studying Arabic
and the Qur'an at alocal madrassa

The CICFiles
Complaint Against
Canadian Television
Stations

Inresponseto aninterview aired
on October 6, 2002 on CBS' 60 Min-
utes, in which American evangelist,
Reverend Jerry Falwell’ssaid, “I think
Muhammad wasaterrorist”, the Ca-
nadian Islamic Congress (CIC) is-
sued a strong statement condemn-
ing the Reverend.

The CIC's legal counsel, Faisal
Joseph said, “Falwell’s statement
constitutes hate-speech against an
identifiablereligiousminority group.
It is both slanderous and provoca-
tiveand totally irresponsiblefor any
religious leader, especially at this
sensitive time.” The CIC has thus
filed a formal complaint with the
CRTCagainst all Canadiantelevision
stations that broadcast this inter-
view. The CIC is also considering
further legal action under Canada’s
hate crimelaws.

and most mornings awakens for the
dawn prayer, thefirst of five each day.

His job as a money changer in
downtown Kigali conflicts with Is-
lam’s prohibitions on profiting from
financial transactions, but he thinks
he has mostly adapted well to hisnew
faith. “I thought at first Islam would
be hard, but that fear went away,” he
said. “It'snot easy at the beginning,
but as you practice it becomes bet-
ter, normal.”

Rwanda’s Muslim leaders have
struggled to impart the importance
of unity and tolerance to their con-
verts, who number as many Hutus
as Tutsis.

Habimanaisone of theleaders of
the country’snew interfaith commis-
sion, created to promote acceptance,
and in a country still seething with
barely masked anger and fear after
themasskillings, Rwanda' s mosques
are one of the few places whererec-
onciliation appears to have genu-
inely taken hold. “Intheldamicfaith,
Hutu and Tutsi are the same,”
Kayiranga said. “lslam teaches us
about brotherhood.”

While Rwanda’s ethnic Tutsis
mostly have come to Islam seeking
protection from purges and to hon-
our and emulate the people who
saved them, Hutus also have come,
seeking to leave behind their violent
past. “ They all felt the blood on their
hands and they embraced Islam to
purify themselves,” Habimanasaid.

Becoming Muslim has not been
an easy processfor many Rwandans,
who chafeat thereligion’sdressand
lifestylerestrictions.

Despite Islam’s new status,
Rwandan Mudlimstraditionally have
been second-class citizens, working
as taxi drivers and tradersin a soci-
ety that reveres farmers. “Because
wewere Muslimweweren't consid-
ered Rwandanese,” Habimanasaid.
Now, as the religion’s popularity
grows, that is changing.

Today “we see Muslims as very
kind people,” said Salamah Ingabire,
20, who converted to Islam in 1995
after losing two brothersin the kill-
ing spree. “What we saw inthe geno-
cide changed our minds.”

www.chicagotribune.com/news/
nationworld/chi-
0208050150aug05.story
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News oom

Imam gets anew
hat

Imam Abdul Hai Patel of the
Council of Imams, Toronto, hasbeen
appointed to the newly formed Pro-
vincia Minister’'s Round table (advi-
sory Council), on Cultural affairs at
QueensPark. Thiswill be chaired by
the Minister of Culture and Chair of
the Management Board of the Cabi-
net Mr. David Tshubouchi. Therole
will beto advise the Government on
Cultura policy matters. It is a part
time position.

Thisisan honour to the Muslim
community in Toronto.

Islamic scholar
passes away

Thetrandator of the Quran enti-
tled “ The Quran: First American Ver-
sion” (1985), Dr. T. B. Irving, 88,
passed away on September 24, 2002
at hisMississippi home after abattle
with Alzheimer's disease. A Cana-
dian by birth, Dr. Irving, also known
asTalim Ali, accepted Islam over 50
years ago and had since, penned
many books in an attempt to make
the Quran and its teachings easily
accessibleto Mudlim youthsin North
America. Heaimed at amodern, Eng-
lish-speaking audience as he trans-
lated the Quran in modern English
and wrote such books as “Had You
Been Born Muslim”, “Islam in Its
Essence’, “Religion and Socia Re-
sponsibility”, and the well known
“TheQuran: Basic Teachings’, which
he co-authored with Dr. Kurshid
Ahmad. He was buried on Septem-
ber 28 in hishometown.

Muslims and
Christians see eye
toeyeonlrag

A letter sent to western govern-
ment leaders from the World Council
of Churches (WCC) in September,
concerning the US war against Iraq
received strong support from the
Canadian Islamic Congress (CIC).
The WCC isagroup that represents
churches in the USA, Britain and
Canada, which, after their Central
Committee meeting issued their let-
ter saying in part that “...we have
heard and share the concern of those
of other nations about the apparent
drift towards military confrontation
inlrag....” Theletter went onto state
the concern of the WCC that the US
has “failed to heed the advice and
counsel of friendsand allies.”

The WCC letter voiced that Mus-
lim-Christian relations would suffer
asdtrain if such awar was to be car-
ried out and thefact that it might trig-
ger “direct military confrontation in
Israel cannot beignored...theforces
of extremism and terrorism would be
strengthened rather than dimin-
ished.” They urged their govern-
ments to seek out means for active
cooperation with the United Nations
in an attempt to “stop the apparent
rush to war.”

Inacomment by president of the
CIC, Prof. Mohamed Elmasry, con-
cerning the WCC | etter, he stated that
the CIC agrees totally with their
views.

Canadian Muslim
doctorsto be
honoured

The Canadian Islamic Congress
(CIC) held its annual dinner in Ot-
tawaon October 21, 2002 in honour
of the contributions made by Cana-
dian Mudlim Doctorsto society. Over
6% of doctorsin Canadaare Muslim
and among those honoured for their
serviceare Dr. Fuad Sahin. Dr. Sahin,
80, founded the Council of Muslim
Communitiesof Canada(CMCC)in
1971 and is known to be one of the
longest serving Muslim community
leaders.

In continuing with tradition, spe-
cia inviteesto the CIC dinner include
members of the Canadian govern-
ment, political leaders, Canadian
Muslim leaders and members of the
mediaand faith groups. President of
the CIC, Professor Mohamed
Elmasry noted that this event “pro-
vides an excellent opportunity for
intercultural, interfaith, and interna-
tional networking.”

In T.O. Dial 211 for
help

Residents of Toronto with area
codes 416 and 647 now have a new
telephone service, 211, that was
launched on July 13, 2002. The pur-
pose of the 211 serviceisto help call-
ers get easy connection to the com-
munity, social, health, and government
services that they might need. Itisa
free, multilingual, confidential service
that is available 24 hours a day. In
addition to thistelephone service, 211
can also be accessed on the Internet
at www.211Toronto.ca. Both thetel-
ephone and online service offer the
sameservicetothepublic. Theonline
versioniseven equipped with detailed
data and mapsto further help the user
with theinformation they require.

In the few months since the exist-
ence of this service, records have
shown that Torontonians have caught
on very quickly and have been read-
ily accessing thisserviceinlarge num-
bers.

The 211 service may be used for
such things, as searching for home

Canadaissues
advisory to
Canadians: Be
careful inthe US

Canada has advised its citizens
of Arab origin to exercise extreme
cautionwhenthey visittheUS, ina
sharp protest at a lack of neigh-
bourly treatment by American im-
migration officials.

Theadviceisameasureof frus-
tration at the failure of the US au-
thorities to spare Canadian pass-
port holdersthe embarrassment and
delays of a new security regime
which singlesout visitorsfrom Arab
countries for photographing and
fingerprinting...

care, childcare, language training,
legal aid, and addiction problems,
among numerous other things.
Residents are reminded to use 911
for emergencies, and 411 for gen-
eral consumer questions, such as
the name or number of astore.

Canadians are angry at the treat-
ment of several citizens, most note-
bly an Ottawaengineer, Maher Arar.
Mr Arar, who wasbornin Syria, was
detained in September during atran-
sit stop in the US on his way home
fromafamily holiday. American au-
thorities refused to divulge any in-
formation on his whereabouts for
days. Hewas held without accessto
a lawyer, then deported to Jordan.
From there he made hisway to Syria,
wherehewasjailed.

“Essentially what the govern-
ment has done is recognise a very
serious problem between the USand
Canada,” said Riad Saloojee, the di-
rector in Canadaof Cair, the Council
on American Islamic Relations. “It
was areally strong diplomatic mes-
sage.

“Many people in Canada are
caught in a Catch 22 situation. They
do not want to be subjected to this
harassment, but they do not want to
lose their livelihood (by not being
abletotravel tothe US).”
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Help us bring
the message of
Islam to others

Muslims Attacked in Australiain Wake of

Bali Bombings

Following the bombingsin Bali,
Muslims have been on thereceiving
end of many anti-Islamic attacks. Is-
lamic clerics have been spat on,
mosques vandalised, girls have had

A Canadian
Recounts His
Experience with US
Customs

The treatment of Canadians by
US Customs hastruly suffered atre-
mendous change for the worse.

AsaCanadian traveller recounts
his trip from Toronto to Chicago by
train, he claims that the Americans
required that everyone moved to one
end of thetrain, carrying al their lug-
gageonthetrip back. Atonestopin
Port Huron, American soldiers in
army fatigues patrolled outsidewhile
some boarded the train, one stand-
ing behind each person being ques-
tioned. Many travellers, including
senior citizens, wereclearly terrified
by this treatment.

Every Canadian who was not of
Caucasian origin wasremoved from
the train to undergo “further ques-
tioning”, held in a drab trailer near
thetracks. Those who had to go for
this questioning had to struggle on
and off thetrain with all thosetravel -
ling with them, along with their lug-
gage, assisted.

It is understandable that the
American Customs officers are just
doing their job, but they should truly
usetheir discretion when it comesto
situations involving seniors, and
women with young children.

Somalis Welcome
In Lewiston

On October 13, 2002, some 300
peoplein Lewiston participated in a
one-mile long march as a means of
showing their support for Somali im-
migrants. The march, originally
planned as a Sunday school activity,
was opened to the public after the
mayor of Lewiston expressed hiscon-
cernsthat if more Somali immigrants
arrived, it would placeastrainonlo-
cal services.

Those who participated in the
march, mostly residents of Lewiston
and Auburn, stated that they wanted
the Somalisto feel welcome.

An elder representative of the
Somali community, Mohamed Abdi,
in a speech made to the participants
of the march, thanked the residents
for showing support to them and for
being willing to accept them as part
of their community.

History madein
Sudan

History was made in Sudan on
October 15, 2002 as the Sudanese
government signed acease-firewith
rebels for the duration of their most
recent peace talks. The truce was
scheduled to take effect on October
17. Itisthefirsttimethat such atruce
has been reached throughout the 19-
year history of civil war in Sudan.

their head scarvesripped off, only to
nameafew.

Over 40 anti-1damic attacks have
been reported in Sydney alone since
thebombingsin Bali that killed many
Australians. Police Commissioner of
New South Wales, Ken Moroney
said that there are more attacks that
may have gone unreported, mostly
on Muslimwomen who feared retri-
bution if they told authorities.

Recently, vandals attacked the
King Abdul-Aziz Islamic School in
western Sydney, as well as the ad-
joining mosgue and Muslim leader’s
home.

Police have made no arrests in
any of the attacks.

Australian Muslims also faced
abuse and attacks for the period im-
mediately following the September
11 terrorist attacks in the US.
Mosques were torched, veiled Mus-
lim girls were abused and a bus car-
rying children to an Islamic School
was stoned.

Torture Plague
Chechen Streets

Documenting Russia’s * anti-ter-
rorism campaign’ on Chechnya, the
reporter claims that the latest tactic
used by the federal army involves
blowing people up, dead or alive. It
may have been most effectively used
on July 3, when 21 men, women and
children, bound together, wereblown
up in the village of Meskyer, Yurt.
Their remainswerethrown inaditch.

Fromthearmy’s perspective, this
method of executionishighly practi-
cal, asit preventsthe number of bod-
iesfrom being counted or ever being
found. However, since spring, dogs
have been unearthing body partsin
various areas of Chechnya almost
daily.

More traditional methods con-
tinuethough, asthe bodiesof six men
were found on September 9. They
were naked, with plastic bags
wrapped around their heads. 1nJune,
aditch of 50 mutilated bodies were
found near anarmy post in Chankala.
Mass graves have also been found
near Grozny, Chechen Yurt, Alkhan-
Kalaand Argun.
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Hindu hardliners
call strikein
Gujarat

On September 26, numerous
Muslim familiesfled their homesin
Ahmedabad for fear of an eruption
of violenceasHindu hardlinerscalled
a one-day strike in a protest action
against a deadly attack on atemple
that left 31 dead.

Many families sought refuge in
mosques and community hallsinthe
city that was affected the worst dur-
ing sectarian violencethat hit Gujarat
earlierintheyear. Othersfledtoar-
eas that served as relief camps after
theriotsin March that killed almost
1000 Muslims after the attack of a
train that carried Hindu activistsand
left about 2000 dead. On September
26, no violencewasreported to have
occurred in the city, where members
of the right wing Vishwa Hindu
Parishad enforced a genera strike.
They claimed that Pakistan was re-
sponsible for the attack on the tem-
ple.

Even though there was heavy
police and army presenceinthecity,
Mudimsstill feared for their lives, as
they were afraid that a similar event
that occurred after the train incident
would happen again.

All India Christian
Council Condemns
Anti-Islam Remarks

The All India Christian Council ,
on October 11, condemned the re-
marksmakeby Rev. Jerry Falwell and
called for amity and harmony be-
tween Christian, Muslim, Hindu, and
other communities. Inthe statement
released by the council, it states that
the views aired by Falwell opposed
the nature of Christianity.

“Theleaders of the council have
been horrified by the recent state-
mentsagainst |Ilam made by the Rev.
Falwell in a public broadcast,” said
the statement issued by the presi-
dent and general-secretary of the
Council, “the statementsare not only
opposed to the spirit and words of
Christ but also to the nature of Chris-
tianity, whichisareligion of loveand
grace. Thediatribe of Rev Falwell re-
vealsashallow understanding of the
religion... Rev Falwell’s outburst is
in poor taste and does not reflect the
feelings of the Christian commu-

nity...”
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mmu
International Muslims
Organisation, 65

Rexdale Blvd.
Etobicoke.

Every Friday (between
Maghrib and Isha):

Tajweed & Qur’an Tafseer in
English (By Imam Hamid Slimi)
(In Ramadan Tafseer every day
half an hour before Isha)
Sundays before and after
Dhuhr) Arabic Classes for
Adults (In Ramadan)
Ramadan Contest: Visit IMO
Center or visit website:
www.imooftoronto.com for
more information(As last year,
the prizes will be distributed
during the last 10 days of
Ramadan).

Saturdays & Sundays:
Speeches by Eminent
Speakers and Imams after Iftar.
Ramadan Islamic Book Day:
Saturday, November 23, 2002 at
IMO Center

beginning at 01:00 PM followed
by Iftar and a speech
Speaker:Dawood Frost
(Formerly Rev. David Frost)
Lecture: “Read to Lead”

Isha Prayers and
Taraaweeh: 07:30 PM

Eid Salaat (1st Salaat: 08:15
AM - 2nd Salaat: 09:30 AM)

TARIC Islamic Centre
99 Beverly Hill Drive,
North York

First Taraweeh (Tentative)
Tuesday, November 5
Taraweeh Salat will begin right
after Isha Salaat

Ramadan Starts
Wednesday, November 6
(Tentative)

Laila-Tul-Qadr: Sunday, Dec
1 (Tentative)

Eid-ul-Fitr: Friday, December
6 /02 (Tentative)

What is up at your mosque?

The Most Beautiful Names of Allah

“And (al) theMost Beautiful Namesbelong to Allah, so call on Him by
them and leave the company of those who belie or deny (or utter impious
speech against) His Names. They will be requited for what they used to

do.” Surat Al-A'raf (8:180)

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (RA) that The Messenger of Allah
(SAW) said “Verily Allah has 99 Names - one hundred |ess one - whoever
(Ahsaha) learns, understands and believes in them will enter paradise

Thefirst Nameinthetext refersto the Attribute of Allah. Therepetition
preceded by ‘ Ya' refersto the appeal to that Attribute.

Theinformation given is an introduction to the meanings and effects of
the Names. Itisadvisableto follow guidance of a shaikh.

Al-JABBAR

The Compeller: Hewho repairs
all broken things, who compl etesthat
whichisincomplete, and who hasthe
ability, withforce, to make people do
whatever He wants.

YA-JABBAR

Itissaid that he who repeatsthis
Name will not be compelled to do
anything against hiswishes, and will
not be exposed to violence, severity,
or hardness.

AL-MUTAKABBIR

TheMagestic: Hewho showsHis
greatness in all things and in all
ways.

YA-MUTAKABBIR

Itissaid that he who repeatsthis
Namewill be blessed with righteous
child.

UK Charity Coast to Coast
Food Drive

Since September 11, 2001 Muslims charities have been subjected to in-
tense scrutiny from governments around the world. Their assets have been
frozen and some have been forced to shut down completely. A deep mis-
trust has developed even within the Muslim community towards groups
raising funds for seemingly worthy causes across the globe.

Islamic charities have been forced to undertake serious effortsto regain
the confidence of donors and ease the paranoia surrounding their activities.
One such group that has undertaken this daunting task is the UK-based
charity Islamic Relief. Formed in 1984 to help aleviate the suffering of im-
poverished regionsin the world, Islamic Relief has devel oped into aworld-
wide organization with offices in twenty-two countries across the globe.

Islamic Relief isarecognized non-governmental organization with the
United Nations, the World Health Organization and the British government.
They have consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council,
and are also signatories to the Code of Conduct for the

Voice of a destitute

and paraplegic person.

Please help J. Igbal, a legal Canadian entrant on a
Mininster's permit who became completely paraplegicina
car accident. By the Grace of God he survived after long
hospitalization. The insurance company has exhaused all

the specified fund on his treatment.

Now he totally depends on the community for help. He
does not have any access to the OHIP or assistance

until 2004.

Please generously spare even a dollar for him. May God
help you, bless you and reward you in this world and in the
Hereafter. My heartful thanks to those who have donated.

Please make cheques payable to:
Javed Igbal

900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147
Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6
Tel: 416-516-6686

e,

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
Although most of Islamic Relief’s work takes place in
countrieswith large Muslim populations, |slamic Relief
helps those in need regardless of race, religion or gen-
der. Their relief efforts have spanned the globe from
Congo to China, from El Salvador to Chechnyaand other
regions torn by war, famine, poverty and political un-
rest. The organization has also established an emer-
gency response unit to deal with regionsstruck by natu-
ral disasters, such asthevolcanic eruptionsin the Congo
where ateam from Islamic Relief carried out a needs-
assessment mission, and delivered over $110,000in aid.

Although the organi zation has not established aCa-
nadian chapter, they have recently embarked upon a
project that concerns the Canadian population at large.
Beginning October 26" in Scarborough, 2002 Idamic Re-
lief will conduct information sessionsand initiste amas-
sive food drive to benefit the poor and homelessin and
around major Canadian cities. Theinformation sessions
will be geared towards raising awareness about Islamic
Relief’swork inwar-torn areas of theworld and will in-
clude video footage from Afghanistan, Palestine,
Chechnya and elsewhere.

Working withlocal non-profit organizations such as
theMuslim Welfare Centrein Scarborough, 1slamic Re-
lief will be focusing on empowering the poor and needy
— helping them to help themselves. After touring west-
ern Canada, Islamic Relief will make its way back to
Montreal for thelast stop on the tour on November 24",
Organizersof the event will be appearing onlocal media
outlets such as Radio Islam and Visions of Pakistan.
Pleasetunein to these programsto learn more about the
details of the tour. More details about the organization
can befound on their website www.islamic-r elief.com.

AL-KHALIQ

The Creator: He who creates
everything from nothing and creates
all thingswith theknowledge of what
will happen to them.

YA-KHALIQ

Itissaid that he who repeatsthis
Name, Allah (SWT) will create an
angel whose duty is to act right-
eously for this person until the day
of judgement. The reward for this
angel’s actions will be given to that
person.

AL-MUSAWWIR

The Fashioner: He who designs
all things.

YA-MUSAWWIR

Itissaidthat if apregnant woman
repeatsthisName, Allahwill easeher
delivery and bless her with achild.
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Continued from page 1

Referencesfrom theHadith

The Prophet(pbuh) said, “ Allah
said: ‘The Fast isfor Me and | will
givethereward for it, ashe (the one
who observes the fast) leaves his
sexual desire, food and drink for My
Sake. Fastingisascreen (fromHell)
and there are two pleasures for a
fasting person, one at the time of
breaking his fast, and the other at
the time when he will meet his Lord.
And the smell of the mouth of a fast-
ing person is better in Allah’s Sight
thanthesmell of musk.” (Bukhari and
Muslim)

Allah’'sMessenger (pbuh) saidin
asermon which hedelivered to them
on thelast day of Sha' ban, “ A great
month, a blessed month, a month
containing a night which is better
than a thousand months has ap-
proached you people. If someone
draws near to Allah during it with
some good act he will be like one
who fulfils an obligatory duty in
another month, and he who fulfils
an obligatory duty in it will be like
one who fulfils seventy obligatory
duties in another month. It is the
month of endurance and the reward
of endurance is Paradise. It is the
month of sharing with others, and a
month in which the believer’s provi-
sion is increased. If someone gives
one who has been fasting something
with which to break his fast it will
provide forgiveness of his sins and
save himfromHell, and hewill have
a reward equal to his without his
reward being diminished in any re-
spect.” Weremarkedto Allah’'sMes-
senger (peace be upon him) that not
all of us have the meansto give one
who had been fasting something with
which to break his fast. He replied,
“ Allah givesthisreward to himwho
gives onewho has been fasting some
milk mixed with water, or a date, or
a drink of water with which to break
his fast. Anyone who gives a full
meal to one who has been fasting
will be given a drink from my tank
(Hawd) by Allah and will not thirst
till he enters Paradise. It isa month
whose beginning is mercy, whose
middle is forgiveness, and whose
end is freedom from Hell. If anyone
makes things easy for his slave dur-
ingit, Allahwill forgive himand free
himfromHell.” (Bayhaqi)

Abu Hurairah reported the
Prophet saying: “ The time between
the five prayers, two consecutive
Friday prayers, and two consecutive
Ramadans are expiationsfor all that
has happened during that period,
provided that one has avoided the
gravesins.” (Muslim)

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported
that the Prophet (pbuh), said: “ Who-
ever fasts the month of Ramadan,
obeying all of its limitations and
guarding himself against what is
forbidden, hasin fact atoned for any
sins he committed before it.”
(Bayhagi, Ahmed)

M’ uadh Ibn Jabal related: | asked
the Prophet (pbuh): Messenger of
Allah, tell me of something, which
should cause me to be admitted to
Paradise, and will keep me away from
the Fire. He answered: “ You have
asked about a matter of great im-
portance but it is easy for one for
whom Allah makes it easy. Worship
Allah and associate nothing with
Him. Observe Prayer, pay the Zakat,

Blessings of Ramadhan

observe the Fast of Ramadan and
perform the Pilgrimage if you can
afford the journey. Then he added:
Shall | inform you of the gates of
goodness? Thefastisa shield. Char-
ity puts out sins as water puts out
fire and also the Prayer in the mid-
dieof thenight. (Tirmidhi)

The prophet stated: “ In paradise
there are eight gates among which
is a gate called Al Rayyan from
which only those who fast will en-
ter.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

All scholarsagreethat fasting is
obligatory upon every sane, adult,
healthy Muslim maleand femalewho
isnot traveling at that time, from sun-
rise to sunset for 29 or 30 days of
Ramadhan , whichisthe 9" month of
Islamic Lunar calendar. As for a
woman, she must not be menstruat-
ing or having post-childbirth bleed-
ing.

Exemptionsfrom obligatory fast-
ing — Referencesfrom the Qur’an
and Hadith

“ (Fasting) for a fixed number of
days; but if any of youisill or on a
journey the prescribed
number (should be made up) from
days later. For those who can do
it(with hardship)is a ransom the
feeding of one that is indigent. But
hethat will give more of hisown free
will it is better for himand it is bet-
ter for you that ye fast if ye only
knew.” (2.184)

Peoplewho areinsane or minors
are exempt from obligatory fasting.
Also women when menstruating, or
going through post-childbirth bleed-
ing are exempt from this obligatory
fast. There is a unique exemption
given to travelers, elderly who be-
cause of age or illness are too weak
to fast, and breast feeding or preg-
nant women. Muslims under these
specificationsare encouraged, if pos-
sible, to fast during Ramadhan but it
is not obligatory for them to do so,
they must however, pay Fidya(com-
pensation) for each missed fast and
are supposed to make up for the
missed fasts later when their health
permits. Thereare detailed specifica-
tionsin Figh, it is better to investi-
gate thoroughly or ask a scholar be-
fore making generdization.

Narrated by Aisha: “Hamzah ibn
Amr a-Aslami asked the Messenger
of Allah (pbuh) about fasting on a
journey, and he (the Prophet) said:
Fast if you like and break it if you
like.” (Bukhari)

According to a Hadith: “ Allah
has relieved the travelers of fasting
and half of the prayer, and the preg-
nant and the breast-feeding women
of the fast.” (Bukhari) This means
that they are exempted of doing soif
it'shard for themto. It may be noted
that travel inthesetimesisnot much
difficult or physically challenging as
it was in those days, hence those
who can do it its better for them to
doit.

Aishah said: “When we would
have our menses during the lifetime
of the Prophet, we were ordered to
make up the days of fasting that we
had missed but were not ordered to
make up the prayers that we had
missed.” (Al Bukhari)

Approaching thewife: “ Permit-
ted to you on the night of thefastsis
the approach to your wives. They
areyour garments. And ye are their

garments. Allah knoweth what ye
used to do secretly among your-
selves; but Heturned to you and for-
gave you; so now associate with
them and seek what Allah hath or-
dained for you and eat and drink
until the white thread of dawn ap-
pear to you distinct from its black
thread; then complete your fast till
thenight appears.” (2.187)

Yahyarelated through references
from Ayesha that she overheard a
man standing at the door saying to
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, “Mes-
senger of Allah, | get upinthemorn-
ing with junub,( in a state of major
ritual impurity), and want to fast,”
and the Messenger of Allah(pbuh)
said, “| too get up in the morning
with junub and want to fast, so | do
ghusl (ritual bath) and fast.” The
man said to him, “You are not the
same as us. Allah has forgiven you
all your wrong actions that have
gone before and those that have
come after.” The Messenger of
Allah,(pbuh), got angry and said, “ By
Allah, | hopethat | amthe most fear-
ful of you with respect to Allah and
the most knowledgeable of you in
how | havetagwa.” (Bukhari)

Narrated by Aisha: The Prophet
used to kissand embrace (hiswives)
while hewasfasting, and hehad more
power to control hisdesiresthan any
of you (Al Bukhari, Al Muwatta.)

Eating or drinking in forgetful-
ness: Narrated by AbuHurayrah: The
Prophet said, “ If somebody eats or
drinks forgetfully then he should
complete his fast, for what he has
eaten or drunk, has been given to
him by Allah.”

Useof tooth stick or siwak: Nar-
rated ‘Amir bin Rabi’a, “ | saw the
Prophet cleaning his teeth with
Swak while he was fasting so many
times as | can’t count.” (Bukhari)
Notethat the above are only afew of
the permissible acts during fast.
Morereferencesfor deeper perspec-
tives to common queries may be
sought into with the help of Al
Bukhari, Mudlim and other confirmed
sources of Hadith and Sunnah.

Recommended act in Ramadhan
—Referencesfrom theHadith

Providing for the Breaking of
Fast for Others: Narrated by Zaid Ibn
Khalid Jubaini, The Prophet (pbuh)
said: "Hewho providesfor the break-
ing of the fast of another earns the
same merit as the one who was ob-
serving the fast, without diminish-
ing in any way the reward of the | at-
ter." (Tirmidhi)

Being Generous and Studying
the Qur’an: Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The
Prophet was the most generous of
people, but he would be his most
generous during Ramadan when he
would meet with [the angel] Jibraeel
(Gabriel.) He would meet with him
every night and recite the Qur’an.
When Gabriel met him, heused to be
more generous than afast wind.” Al
Bukhari

It is recorded from Aishah that
during thelast ten days of Ramadan,
the Messenger of Allah would wake
his wives up during the night and
then remain apart from them (that is,
being busy in acts of worship). A
versionin Muslim states: “Hewould
strive [to do acts of worship] during
the last ten days of Ramadan more

than he would at any other time.”
(Bukhari and Muslim)

Uphold Good Morals: Abu
Hurairah reported that the Prophet
said: “ Fasting is not [abstaining]
from eating and drinking only, but
also from vain speech and foul lan-
guage. If one of you is being cursed
or annoyed, he should say: “I am
fasting, I am fasting.”
(Bukhari,Mudim)

FIDYA (compensation) For not
fasting — References from the
Hadith

Fidyah is the compensation that
aMuslim must giveif he/sheisun-
ableto fast or breaks an incomplete
fast in Ramadhan due to weakness
or other reasons.

Elderly men and women are per-
mitted to break their fasts, asarethe
chronically ill, and those who have
to perform difficult jobsunder harsh
circumstances and who could not
find any other way to support them-
selves. All of these people are a-
lowed to break their fast, because
such apracticewould placetoo much
hardship on them during any part of
the year. They are obliged to feed
one poor person [miskin] aday (for
every day of fasting that they do not
perform). The scholars differ over
how much food isto be supplied, for
example. There is nothing in the
Sunnah that mentions exactly how
much is to be given. (Figh Sunnah
3.115)

KAFFARA (Expiation) for break-

ingthefast without avalid excuse
Malik related that aman brokethe

fast in Ramadan and the Messenger
of Allah (pbuh) ordered himto make
Kaffaraby freeing adave, or fasting
two consecutive months, or feeding
sixty poor people, and he said, “I
can'tdoit.” Someonebrought alarge
basket of dates to the Messenger of
Allah, (may Allah blesshim and grant
him peace,) and he said, “ Take this
and give it away as sadaga.”
(Muwatta 18.28)

SUHOOR or Pre-dawn meal —
Referencesfrom theHadith

Muslimsagreethatitispreferred
to eat apre-dawn meal and that there
is no sin upon one who does not do
so. Anas reported that the Messen-
ger of Allah said: “Eat a pre-dawn
meal, for there are blessings in it.”
Migdam ibn Madyakrib reported that
the Prophet, (pbuh) , said: “ You
should eat this pre-dawn meal for it
isablessed nourishment.” (Bukhari
and Muslim) The Sunnah would be
fulfilled by eating a small or large
quantity of food, or even just by
drinking asip of water. Abu Sa'id al-
Khudri reported that the Messenger
of Allah said: “ The pre-dawn meal
is blessed, so do not neglect it even
if you only take a sip of water. Ver-
ily, Allah and the angels pray for
those who have pre-dawn meals.”
(Ahmad)

Timefor a pre-dawn meal: The
timefor the pre-dawn meal isbetween
the middle of the night and dawn. It
isconsidered best to delay it (that is,
as close to dawn as possible). Zaid
ibn Thabit reported: “We atethe pre-
dawn meal with the Messenger of
Allah and then we got up for the
prayer”. He was asked: ‘What was
theamount of time between thetwo?
He responded: ‘[The time it would
taketorecite] fifty verses.” (Bukhari

and Muslim.)

‘Amr ibn Maimun adds: “The
companions of Muhammad, upon
whom be peace, would bethefirst to
break thefast and the last to eat their
pre-dawnmeals.” ...(Baihaqgi)

Abu Dharr a-Ghafari related that
the Prophet said: “ My nation will al-
ways retain some goodness as long
as they hasten breaking the fast and
delay eating the pre-dawn meal.”
NIYYA' H/ Intention tofast: Thein-
tention must be made before Fajr and
during every night of Ramadan. This
point is based on the Hadith that
Hafsah reported, that the Prophet
said: “ Whoever does not determine
to fast before Fajr will have no fast”
(that is, it won't be accepted).
(Nisaai, Abu Dawood and Ibn
Maajah)

IFTAR or Breaking of thefast —
Referencesfrom theHadith

Itispreferred for thefasting per-
son to hasten in breaking the fast
when the sun has set. Sahl ibn Sad
reported that the Prophet said: “ The
people will always be with the good
as long as they hasten in breaking
thefast.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Anas reported: “ The Messenger
of Allah would break his fast with
ripe dates before he would pray. If
those were not available, he would
eat dried dates. If those were not
available, hewould drink some water
(Al Bukhari and Muslim.) Narrated
Abu Hurayrah: Allah’s Messenger
(pbuh) said, that Allah Most High
said, "Those of my servantswho are
quickest in breaking their fast are
dearesttome.” (Tirmidhi -(Hadith
Qudsi)

Supplicationsat thetimeof | ftar

and during Ramadhan
Related Abdullahibn‘ Amribnal-

'Aas that the Prophet, (pbuh) said:
“ A fasting person, upon breaking
his fast, has a supplication that will
not be rejected.” (Ibn Majah) It is
confirmed that the Prophet would
say: “ Thethirst hasgone, theglands
are wet and, Allah willing, the re-
ward isconfirmed.” (Figh Sunnah)

The Prophet (pbuh) said: “ Three
people will not have their supplica-
tions rejected: a fasting person un-
til hebreakshisfast, ajust ruler, and
an oppressed person.” (Tirmidhi)

TARAWEEH Prayers—A rec-
ommended Sunnah

Referencesfrom theHadith

The specific prayers during the
month of Ramadan, which areknown
as Taraweeh, are Sunnah for both
men and women, and they are to be
performed after the obligatory ‘isha
and before the performance of the
Witr. (Figh Sunnah 2.27)

Narrated Abu Huraira: | heard
Allah’s Apostle saying regarding
Ramadan, “ Whoever prayed at night
in it (the month of Ramadan) out of
sincere Faith and hoping for a re-
ward from Allah, then all his previ-
ous sins will be forgiven.” “ Allah
has made fasting in Ramadan ob-
ligatory, and | have made the spe-
cial prayer of Ramadan (i.e. the
Taravih ) a Sunnah” .

&0
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The Design in Nature

Continued from page 1
and assembled in the plant.

However, what about a living
creature? Can a bird and mechanics
of its flying be a design as
well? Before giving ananswer, let us
repeat the evaluation we did for the
exampleof acar. Thegoal at hand, in
this case, isto fly. For this purpose,
hollowed bones, strong musclesthat
move these bones are utilized to-
gether with feathers capable of sus-
pendingintheair. Wingsareformed
aerodynamically, and metabolismis
in tune with the bird’s need for high
levels of energy. It is obvious that
the bird is product of a certain de-
sign.

If one explores other creatures
besides a bird, similar facts are at-
tained. There are examples of acer-
tain meticulous design in every
creature. If one continues further on
this quest, one would discover that
our selvesare also apart of this cer-
tain design. Our hands that hold
these pages are functional as no ro-
bot hands could ever be. Our eyes
that read these lines are making vi-
sion possible with such focus that
the best cameraon earth simply can-
not.

Hence one arrives at thisimpor-
tant conclusion: all creaturesin Na-
ture, including us, are of a
Design. This, in turn, shows the ex-
istence of aCreator Who designs all
creatures at will, sustains the entire
nature and holds absol ute power and
wisdom.

However, thistruthisrejected by
the theory of evolution that was
formed in the middle of 19th
century. The theory set forth in
Charles Darwin’sbook “On The Ori-
gin of Species’ assertsthat all crea
turesevolved within achain of coin-
cidences and essentially mutated
from one another.

According to the fundamental
assertion of this theory all living
things go through minute and coin-
cidental changes. If these coinciden-
tal changes help the creature then it
gains advantage over the others,
whichinturniscarried onto follow-
ing generations.

This scenario has been passed
around asif itisavery scientificand
convincing onefor 140 years. When
scrutinized under a bigger micro-
scope and when compared against
the examples of the Design in crea-
tures Darwin’s theory paints a very
different picturei.e. Darwinism’'sex-
planation of creation isnothing more
than aself-conflicting viciouscircle.

Let usfirst focus on the “coinci-
dental changes’. Darwin could not
provide a comprehensive definition
to this concept due to lack of genea-
logical knowledge in his time. The
evolutionists who followed him put
forth the concept of “mutation” on
this subject. Mutation is arbitrary
disconnections, dislocation or shifts
of genes in living things. Most im-
portant point is that there is not one
single mutation in history that is
shown to improve the condition of
genetic information of a
creature. Nearly all theknown cases
of mutations disable or harm these
creatures and the rest are neutral in
effect. Therefore, tothink that acrea-
ture can improve through mutation
is same as shooting at a crowd of
peopleand hopethat theinjurieswill

result in healthier and improved
individuals. This would clearly be
nonsense.

Asimportantly, on contrary to al
the scientific data, even if one as-
sumes that a certain mutation could
actually improve abeing’s condition,
Darwinism still cannot be delivered
frominevitable collapse. Thereason
for thisisaconcept called “irreduc-
iblecomplexity”. Theimplication of
this concept is that majority of sys-
temsand organsin living thingsfunc-
tion as aresult of various independ-
ent parts, working together, elimina-
tion or disabling of even oneof which
would be enough, to disable the en-
tire system or organ.

For example, an ear perceives
sounds only through a chain reac-
tion of a series of smaller
organs. Take out or deform one of
these, e.g. one of the bones of the
middle ear, and there would be no
hearing whatsoever. In order for an
ear to perceive a variety of compo-
nents such as auditory meatus,
malleous, incus and stapes bones,
tympanic membrane, cochlea and
fluid, sensory cells, vibration sensor
extensions of these cells, net of
nervesthat connect to brain and hear-
ing center in the brain have to work
together without exception. Thesys-
tem could not have developed in
segments because none of the seg-
ments could possibly function alone
atall.

Hencethe concept of irreducible
complexity demolishesthetheory of
evolution from its
foundations. What isreally interest-
ing isthe fact that Darwin also wor-
ried about these very prospects. He
wrote in On The Origin of Species:
“If theimpossibility of formation of a
complex organ through a series of
small changeswasever to be proven
my theory would have certainly
collapsed. However | could not find
such an organ...”

Darwin could not or might not
have wanted to find such an organ
at the premature levels of 19th cen-
tury science. However the science of
20th century did study the nature
down to minute details and proved
that majority of living structuresem-
body irreducible complexity. There-
fore, Darwin’stheory has most cer-
tainly “collapsed” just as he had
feared.

Aswe examinetheliving beings
wewill not only see an immense er-
ror Darwinism makes but also wit-
ness the greatness of wisdom that
these systems were created with.
These mechanismswill befound any-
wherefromthewingsof abirdtoin-
sideabat’s skull. Hence we will see
the indisputable evidences of Al-
lah’screation without error. Likewise,
the power and faculty of Allahto cre-
ate without error is expressed in the
Qur'an as follows: “He is Allah —
the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of
Form. To Himbelong the Most Beau-
tiful Names. Everythinginthe heav-
ens and earth glorifies Him. Heis
the Aimighty, the All-Wise.” (59:24)

Peace to all.
Submission to Only One.
That is Islam.

Globalization and its effects on Muslim

Continued from page 1

children, or the clothes etc.

Parentsview and judgeldamicity
by what their children wear, eat, and
the company of friends they es-
pouse. They are willing to accept
challenges from their children on
clothesand food, but not on the sub-
ject of marriage.

The western youth can accept
Islamic reasoning, but not cultural
reasoning. Often they do not know
what isthe difference and henceforth
it comes down to the choice of rejec-
tion. When this crossover point is
reached, proper Islamic guidance
becomes necessary, but it is not al-
ways available to them. The family
elders, theImamsor thescholarsare
caught between the family and cul-
tural loyalty and true lslam and often
do not provide the right guidance.

In the absence of such guidance,
the youths suffer from total rejec-
tion or pseudo rejection syndrome.

Total rejection is not very com-
mon but often ends in leaving the
family and later Islam for not having
their waysin marriage. Desertion can
be short term or permanent.

Pseudo rejection, which is most
common in today’s society, often
|eadsto temporary severance of fam-
ily ties, but not leaving Islam and af -
ter a period, reconciliation with the
family ispossible.

What is the prescription for this
religiousand cultural schizophrenia?
There are some guidelines among
which are understanding and
practicing Islam; dealing with peer
pressure; effective utilization of
Internet and media; understanding
media language and connotations;
and travel.

Globalization has not created the
desired awareness and knowledge of
Muslim Ummah and their way of life.
Documentaries produced by mostly
western mediado not depict the posi-
tive aspect of life or inner culture of
people. Only by travel people learn
about each other. Current trend in the
globalizationisincreasing accessibil-
ity to many corners of the World.

However, Mudimsneed to under-
stand the difference between Islam
and deeply rooted traditionsand cul-
ture in their societies, which they
bring with them hoping to uphold
them to the maximum.

Many Muslimsafter immigration
becomes paranoid over the threat of
western influence on their children
and try to create world within their
dwellings based on nationalism, eth-
nicity and culture under the banner
of Islam. This includes everything
from furniture arrangements, decora-
tions to sleeping habits, clothes and
aboveall food and eating habits. This
imposition of cultural traditionsupon
children workswell until they reach
high school. Then the nightmare
starts as parents see the personality
disorder taking birth in their other-
wiseobedient and loyal children. Peer
pressure injects the poison of rebel-
lion and rights, but not responsibili-
ties.

Parents now faceanew dilemma
to cope with their children, called
“peer pressure.” Average working-
class parents struggling for economic
survival often abdicate their respon-

youth

sibilities to their children. Coming
home from long day’swork they are
tootired to deal with their children’'s
problems. This neglect drives Mus-
lim youth to explore solutions else-
where, which can result in positive
or negative depending on wherethey
go and who they mest.

One of the components of glo-
balization is Internet and Muslim
youth are increasingly turning to
cyberspacefor both information and
friendship. Through this the youth
are better informed about Islam and
Muslims than their parents. Every
one has to develop

lim youth identity in atailspin. For
example the Patriot act in USA and
Bill C-36 and Bill C-55in Canadaand
similar legidlations in Western Eu-
rope will force Muslims to conceal
their identity even more out of fear.
Trend of globalizationiscontinu-
ing and Muslims throughout the
World need to understand its proc-
ess. We need to become active play-
€ers, so we can be proactivein identi-
fying the problems and produce so-
lutions beforeitsimpact isfelt.
| believe the Ummah should de-
velop aninternational global identity
for Muslim youth

and implement moni-
toring-mechanism
that is best suited to
their family’s way of
life.

Globalization is
proving to be an un-
solicited avenue for
influencing Western
youth, through its
readily affordable
computers.

But these entire
mediums cannot sat-
isfy the spiritual hun-
ger of Muslim youth
in the west. Internet,
Satellites and many

young

ments.

The inner focus
of Islamic cause is
lost and replaced
by an identifiable
loyalty to organiza-
tions. We need to
develop a dynamic

who serves | slam
instead of move-

worldwide. This
would leave cul-
ture, country, and
tribe aside. The
main push would
be for a Muslim
global youth iden-
tity, based on Is-
lamic culture. This
is the future and
we should aim to
create this
through a combi-
nation of media
and personal con-
tact.

As it stands
Muslim youth are

Muslim

Islamic Centres can-

not providethe spiritual nourishment
in the West. Muslims need to focus
on ways to develop spiritual uplift-
ing through in-person training camps
and forums. Qualified Sheikhs
should conduct them.

While the Eastern youth, from
predominantly Muslim countries,
look to the Western way of life and
culture, youth in the west are more
eager to learn and practice Islamic
way to createidentity and visibility.

Globalization, despite increased
awareness of the World, has given
strength to the number of other cul-
tures, such as strong consumer cul-
ture, music culture and drug culture
among the youth in the West. These
cultures coupled with post 9-11 im-
pact on Muslims have sent the Mus-

searching for their
identity and link with Muslim
Ummah. Current trends in Islamic
movementsand Organizationsareall
leading to a segmented identity by
association to create acceptance by
thecommunity e.g. Ikhwan, Tablighi,
Salafi, ISNA, ICNA etc. Theselabels
often result inisolation and at times,
edging them into extremism or tun-
nel vision thinking. We need to over-
come our own stereotypes.
Initseffort to revitalize Muslim
Ummah, the inner focus of Islamic
causeislost and replaced by aniden-
tifiable loyalty to organizations. We
need to develop a dynamic young
Muslim who serves |slam instead of
movements. Thisis the future | be-
lieve, we need to strivefor. May Al-
lah help us. Ameen.
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Fasting in Ramadhan

By Sara Mohammad,
Grade 7

Ramadan is the 9th month
of the Islamic calendar, dur-
ing which Muslims fast from
dawn to sunset. During this
time Muslims are forbidden
from eating or drinking any-
thing.

Many people wonder how
I cannot eat or drink any-
thing all day for 30 full days.
They say things like “Oh that
must be so hard” and “You
poor thing”. Instead of see-
ing fasting as a very impor-
tant part of my life, these
people actually feel sorry
for me!

That is why it is impor-
tant to explain to people
what fasting is really about
and why Muslims have to fast
in Ramadan. Fasting is not
about eating an early break-
fast, starving all day and
then having a big meal at the
end of the day. It is not a
“diet” or a punishment from
Allah.

Fasting is an act of wor-
ship. It is one of the pillars
of Islam and we must do it.
It is a way for us to build
self control - not eating all
day is difficult and we have
to build our willpower. Fast-
ing helps us appreciate what
we have and feel more kind-
ness for the poor - when we
fast, we realize what the
poor people go through eve-
ryday and it encourages us
to donate more for the
needy. And fasting makes us
more aware of Allah - if we
are alone at home, we may be
tempted to eat a candy se-
cretly but we know Allah is
watching us and that there
are no secrets from Him.

So we should actually
look forward to fasting. It
makes us better people and
makes us more aware of Al-
lah and that's what being a
Muslim is all about!

It Takes Courage

It takes courage

To refrain from gossip

When others delightin it,

To stand up for the
absent person

Who is being abused.

It takes courage

To live honestly

Within your means,

And not dishonestly

On the means of others.

It takes courage

To be a REAL man or
a TRUE woman,

To hold fast to your
ideals

When it causes you

To be looked upon

As strange and peculiar.

It takes courage

To be talked about

And remain silent,

When a word would
jJustify you

In the eyes of others,

But which you dare
not speak

Because it would
injure another.

It takes courage

To refuse to do
something

That is wrong

Although everyone else

May be doing it

With attitudes as
carefree

As a summer song.

It takes courage

To live according

To your own convictions,
To deny yourself

What you cannot afford.
To love your neighbour
As yourself!

Some Special Words to

Remember

Sawm - Arabic word
meaning “fasting”

Suhoor - The pre-dawn
breakfast meal eaten be-
fore beginning the daily fast

I ftar - The evening meal,
eaten after sunset to break
the daily fast

Taraweeh - Special
nightly prayers recited dur-
ing the month of Ramadan, in
which approximately 1/30th
of the Quran is recited each
night

Eid ul-Fitr - Festival at
the end of Ramadan to cel-
ebrate the completion of the
month of fasting. Eid-ul-Fitr
takes place on the 1st day of
the next month, Shawal

“Eid Mubarak” - A greet-
ing used by Muslims during
the Eid holidays. It means
“Holi day Blessings!”

A page from the
Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

The Muslims were in their
second year of migration
from Makkah to Madinah
but still had not found
peace. The Kuffar had been
planning an attack for some
time and now they had allied
with the Jews and
Munafigin (the hypocrites)
as well. While in Makkah,
the Muslims had not been
permitted to fight back
against their enemies but in
the 2" year of Hijra, Allah
had sent a revelation order-
ing the Muslims to perform
jihad and fight back to pro-
tect themselves, and for the
sake of Allah. And so, in the
village of Badr which is
about 80 miles from
Madinah, the first battle
between the Muslims and
Kuffar would take place.

On the 12t day of
Ramadan, approximately
300 Muslims marched be-
hind the Prophet (peace be
upon him) to make their way
toward Badr. Sixty people
from his army were Muhajirs

Towards the Battle of Badr

and the rest were Ansars
(helpers of Islam). Although
the Muslim army was small
and they did not have fancy
equipment, they prayed for
Allah’s protection and be-
lieved that He would grant
them victory.

The Quraish also marched
to Badr. They had a large
army of over 1000 people
and proper military equip-
ment for engaging in war.
Since they had been planning
an attack for quite some
time and were more organ-
ized than the Muslims, they
arrived in Badr first and oc-
cupied a favorable site, with
good land and water wells.

The Muslims arrived at a
land that had no water wells
or springs and was so sandy
that even the camels sank
deep into the sand. Hubab
Ibn Mundhir asked the
Prophet (pbuh) if this camp-
site for the Muslims was cho-
sen because of an order
from Allah. When the
Prophet (pbuh) replied that

Allah had not ordered the
Muslims to stay at this
place, Hubab suggested
that the Muslims keep mov-
ing and take possession of
an area closer to a spring.
The Prophet (pbuh) agreed
to this and the Muslims
moved on.

With Allah’s grace, there
was a good rainfall and
enough water was collected
to drink, bathe and make
wudu for prayers. Although
the Prophet (pbuh) now had
possession of the water sup-
ply, he (pbuh) shared his
bounties and allowed his en-
emies free access to the
spring.

When night time came,
the Muslims got their rest.
Only the Prophet (pbuh)
stayed up all night, praying
to Allah for victory against
the Quraish. The next
morning, the Muslims joined
together to pray in congre-
gation and then received a
sermon on jihad by the
Prophet (pbuh).

Count Allah’s Blessings

IT you have food in the
refrigerator, clothes on your
back, a roof overhead and a
place to sleep . . . you are
richer than 75% of this
world.

It you have money in the
bank, in your wallet, and
spare change in a dish some-
where ... you are among the
top 8% of the world's
wealthy.

I you woke up this morn-
ing with more health thanill-
ness...you are more blessed
than the million who will not
survive this week.

IT you have never experi-
enced the danger of battle,
the loneliness of imprison-
ment, the agony of torture,
or the pangs of starvation . .
. you are ahead of 500 mil-

: HEY KIDZ...WANT TO BE:
FAMOUS??
Are you a poet, artist or
writer?
Why not share your talents
with us?

Write to
kidzkorner@theambition.com
and share the
EXCITEMENT!
(Please include your name,
address, grade and school.
You can even send a picture if

you would like!) °
00000000 OCGEOGOEOGEONOSOEONOSINOIO

lion people in the world.

IT you can pray in a
mosque without fear of har-
assment, arrest, torture, or
death . . . you are more
blessed than 3 billion people
in the world.

IT your parents are still
alive and still married . . . you
are very rare.

If you hold up your head
with a smile on your face and
are truly thankful . .. you are
blessed because the major-
ity can, but most do not.

I f you can read this mes-
sage, you just received a
double blessing in that some-
one was thinking of you, and

furthermore, you are more
blessed than over 2 billion
people in the world that can-
not read at all.

Have a good day, count
your blessings to thank Al-
lah, and pass this along to
remind everyone else how
blessed we all are.

Al-Hamdu-Lillah.
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Review by Rashid Mughal

Good books on ibadaat (Islamic
medical ethics) — prayer, devotion,
faith—arefew and far between. Most
aredogmatic in dealing with everyday
aspects such as personal hygiene, men-
tal attitude, prayer and devotion and few
actually profess a common-sense approach to a
Muslim'’s sense of spirituality or a personal rela-
tionship with Allah.

Many books nowadays harp on how difficult
itisto render Arabic scripturesinto English. They
demonstrate theinability of the authors— some of
them so-called scholars of 1slam —who balk at the
idea of using Roget’s thesaurus for whatever rea-
son yet choose to write in English for a universal
audience.

Amjad Syed hasthankfully produced acompi-
lation of the best advice of any that | know and, for
ease of reference, has organized the subjects un-
der scrutiny ina Q& A format for easier reference
and meaningful reading at aglance. He quotesthe
authentic Ahadith or the traditions established by
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) sur-
rounding the issues under discussion and simpli-
fies matters for scholar and layperson alike to re-
solve delicate issues concerning faith.

The author, a 30-year veteran of hospital visi-
tation in Ontario, clearly suggests that instead of
thrusting God asidein times of bodily trouble, and
waiting for the hour of strength in which to ac-
knowledge Him, |slamic Perspectiveson Prayers
& Coping with Sckness is meant to remind read-
ersthat Allah can do all things for usin sickness
asin health.

Theauthor’sattitudeisremarkably simple:
he guides the reader again and again to the main
sourcesof |slam—namely, the Qur’ an and Sunnah
—and helps the reader to appreciate the unifying
similarities of the four schools of figh (Islamic ju-
risprudence) rather than dwell on their prevalent
differences.

Concerning such matters as losing or not
losing one’s ablution upon minor actions or on
eating camel meat (a rare delight in Canada, no

Islamic Perspectives
on Prayers & Coping

with Sickness
by Amjad R. M. Syed
ISNA Canada, 152pp, $15

thank you!) or upon the obligatory na-

ture of ghusl, the author constantly re-
minds us of the non-dogmatic traditions and
why we should practise simplicity inour lives
and not get bogged down in culture or con-
jecture.

Thelucid and clear writing style of |s-
lamic Perspectives on Prayers & Coping
with Sickness has much to recommend it to
the second generation of Arab and non-Arab
Musdlimswho have made the West their home,
for herein they will find the diction smooth
and well researched and the content mean-
ingful and enlightening. The book containsa
good balance of rational and revelational food
for thought for theliving concerning thesick,
the dying, and the dead — and a useful glos-
sary to boot —on one’s prayerful journey back
to health.

In resolving figh matters and issues, the
author exhorts the reader to (1) look into the
Qur’an, (2) look into the Sunnah, and (3) exer-
cise one’'s God-given judgment. This book
will be useful to everyonewho doesnot have
access to as many ahadith as ’he may need
to be guided correctly in one’s day-to-day
affairs, both in sickness and in health.

The book will be aboon to hospitals, pa-
tient care-givers, visitors, doctors and medi-
cal practitioners in Canada and the United
States in dealing with their Muslim patients
and for Muslim patients to turn to the great-
est healer of all, Allah, at all times.

Islamic Perspectives on Prayers & Cop-
ing with Sckness sellsfor $15 at ISNA's Is-
lamic Book Store (2200 South Sheridan Way,
Mississauga, Ontario L5J2M4, Tel (905) 403-
8406, Fax (905) 403-8409, Email:
isna@isnacanada.com and it would make an
ideal Eid gift thisyear.




