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O'Allah! Guideusto
The Right Way.
The Way of those
whom You have
favoured; not of
those who have

earned Your wrath,
or of those
who have lost The
W\ay.

Qur'an1:6-7

Islam: The Next
American
Religion?

The U.S. began as a haven for Christian outcasts. But

what religion fits our current zeitgeist? The answer may
be Islam.

By Michael Wolfe

Americanstend to think of their
country as, at thevery least, anomi-
nally Christian nation. Didn't the
Pilgrims come here for freedom to
practice their Christian religion?
Don't Christian values of righteous-
ness under God, and freedom, rein-

Psychology of Self --------- 3
In the Interest of Islam ----- 4
The Kosher Tax ------------- 4
Angels 6
World Youth Day ----------- 6
Departments

Editorial

Reflections on 9/11 --------- 2

Letters / Opinion
Qur'an, Lottery & Immigration,
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Helpful Hints

Readers' Questions -------- 6
Around the World

Islam in Britain, Iraq, Sept 11

in America ------------------- 6
Newsroom

10-12
Kidz Korner

Back to School, When you
look at me, Girl and Mom..15

Please treat this | slamic
Journal with respect!

force America' sdemocratic, capital -
ist ideals?

True enough. But there’'s a new
religion on the block now, one that
fits the current zeitgeist nicely. It's
Idam.

Isdamisthethird-largest and fast-
est growing religious community in
the United States. This is not just
because of immigration. More than
50% of America'ssix million Mus-
lims were born here. Statistics like
these imply some basic agreement
between core American values and
the beliefs that Muslims hold.
Americans who make the effort to
look beyond popular stereotypesto
learnthetruth of Islam are surprised
to find themselves on familiar
ground.

Is America a Muslim nation?
Here are seven reasons the answer
may beyes.

Idam ismonotheistic. Muslims
worship the same God as Jews and
Christians. They also revere the
same prophetsas Judaism and Chris-
tianity, from Abraham, the first
monotheist, to Moses, the lawgiver
and messenger of God, to Jesus—
not leaving out Noah, Job, or Isaiah
along the way.

The concept of a Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition only came to the fore

Continued on page 14

Isra’ wal Mi‘raj

What are they and why are they important to Muslims

by Samana Sddiqui
(From files of Soundvision)

He was depressed and dejected.
His beloved wife Khadija, a source
of comfort and support, was dead.
His uncle Abu Talib, his “second
father,” apillar of strength who de-
fended him against the vicious at-
tacksof hisenemies, wasalso gone.
Hismission to Taif had been unsuc-
cessful. He had tried to invite the
people to Islam, but in hateful and
humiliating retaliation, they had sent
their children after him, throwing
rocks on him until he bled. It was
truly aYear of Sorrow. Itwasinthis
context that the Prophet Muhammed
(pbuh) was taken up to the heavens
in amiraculous and profound jour-
ney Muslims know as Isra and
Mi‘rgj. Thistook place on the 27th
night of themonth of Rajab [the 10"
month of Islamic lunar calendar]

Isra’ and Mi‘raj intheQur’an
and Hadith

“Glorified be He Who carried
Hisservant by night fromthe Invio-
lable Place of Worship to the Far
Distant Place of Wor ship, the neigh-
bourhood whereof We have blessed,
that We might show him of Our to-
kens! Lo! Heisthe All-Hearer, All-
Seer.” Al Isra (17:1) This is how
Allah describes this journey, also
referredtoin Surah AnNgjm (53:1-
18). Itsmention is not just relevant
to the specific journey but also for
its description of Masjid Al-Agsa
in Jerusalem and its neighborhood”
as blessed. Magjid Al-Agsa is the
third holiest mosqueinlslam. Inone
Hadith, the Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Journeys should not be under-
taken except to three mosques:. the
mosgue (in Madinah), the Sacred
Mosgue (in Makkah), and Al-Agsa
mosque”’ (Bukhari). These facts
clearly indicate the sacredness and
holiness of this area for Muslims.
Isra and Mi‘raj are 2 stages of One
Journey.

Isra referstothe Prophet’sjour-
ney from his home in Makkah to
Masjid Al-Agsa in Jerusalem and
back in one night, something that
was considered unthinkable in a
timeand placewherethe only means
of long-distance transportation was
the camel and it took months to
makethisjourney. Here’ swhat hap-
pened: the Prophet (pbuh) rose in
the middle of the night to visit the

Ka abain Makkah. After worship-
ping for sometime, hefell adeepnear
the Ka'aba. The Angel Gabriel
(peace be on him) came and woke
him up, taking the Prophet to the
edge of the Ka aba, where a white
beast with wings, called Al-Buraq,
was waiting. The Prophet mounted
Al-Buraqand traveled with amazing
speed northwards with Gabriel, to-
wards Al-Agsa Mosgue in Jerusa-
lem. When they reached Jerusalem
the Prophet (pbuh) prayed in the
area of Masjid Al-Agsa with
Abraham, Moses, Jesus and other
Prophets, peace be upon them all.
The Prophet Muhammed led this
prayer. It was from the rock inside
what is known as the Dome of the
Rock in Jerusalem today, that the
Prophet began the next stage of his
journey, called Mi‘rg.

Mi‘rgj refersto the ascension of
the Prophet from this rock to the
Upper Heavensand hisreturnto his
home in Makkah in the same night.
The Mi‘rgj took place on the same
night asthe lsra’. It was during this
second part of the journey that the
Prophet (pbuh) directly spoke with

Continued on page 14

International Muslims
Organization of Toronto (IMO)
in conjunction with COMO
(Coalition of Muslim
Organizations) is co-sponsoring
with The United Church of
Canada (400 churchesinthe
GTA)a September 11
Peace Event
Itwill be on Wednesday, Sep 11
at6:30PMatIMO.

65 Rexdale Bivd.
(atlslington Ave., N of 401)
Thethemeis:
“Planting the Seeds for Peace:
Our Urgent Common Call”
Speakers
Imam Hamid Slimiand
Rev. Jim Caimey
Please attend and letyour
neighbours come. We have
already received many
confirmations from the churches.
[twill be agreat event and
Muslims should be present.

Is Allah
Omnipresent?

We cannot understand, visualize orimagine anything
that we have not personally perceived or experienced.

by Ayub Hamid

| was recently asked the follow-
ing questions: Isit wrong to say that
Allah is present everywhere? Is it
Shirk and Kufr to say that He is
present everywhere? Isit that Allah
is not present everywhere but His
knowledge is present everywhere?
Does saying ‘Allah is present eve-
rywhere’ imply that He is present
evenindirty placesliketoilets?

Hereismy answer:

Let us first understand a few
basic facts. The fact is that we, hu-
man beings, are finite and we can
properly understand only matters
that are finite. Also, we cannot un-

Five Good Reasons to Advertise in The Ambition
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regardlessof
their ethnicity.

2. Unlike
most ethnic
papers, it has
fewer ads
and yours
catches more
attention.

3. It has
Iamic
knowledge so
people don't
throw it away
after reading
it once.

4. Your ad
hasalong
life of two
months,
not just
one week
or s0.
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derstand, visualize or imagine any-
thing that we have not personally
perceived or experienced in the past.
It is also a fact that Allah
(subhanahu wa ta'ala) is infinite.
Our finiteminds can neither compre-
hend Hisinfinity or His nature, nor
can we fully understand or specifi-
cally define his image, appearance
or attributes. We can know about
Himonly what HeHimself tellsusin
termsof Hisattributes. Even for the
attributes He reveal s about Himself,
we cannot be very specific. We just
get ageneral ideaabout Him through
theattributesHeHimself revedls, but
His specifics aretotally beyond our
comprehension.

Considering these facts, Mus-
lims must accept His attributes as
they are mentioned in the Qur’an.
We must never attempt to definethe
specificsabout Hisattributes or dis-
cuss His attributes through human
examples or draw similarities be-
tween Him and the things of this
world. Thinking of Allah in human

termsor devising similitudefor Him
Continued on page 13
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Editorial

Reflections on Sept. 11

September 11, 2001 is the date that will be remembered in our recent
history as the day that changed the world, as we had known it. It was a
unique act of terrorism that had no parallel toit.

And that is not because of the magnitude of the attack or the number
of peopleit killed: There have been many terrible acts of atrocitiesagainst
humanity that have been recorded in the history. We don’t have to go
very far back in the history to recollect the awful memories of the atomic
destruction of Hiroshima or Nagasaki; the near annihilation of Jews and
the Holocaust; or the Gulf War, about which the then President of the
United States reportedly rejoiced by saying: “The sky lit up like the 4" of
July.” Thekillingsin Rwandadidn’t change anything in the world. Even
the genocide of Muslimsin Bosnia did not stir up the world’'s emotions;
neither does anyone bat an eye upon the state terrorism against the Mus-
lim population in Chechnya, Kashmir, Indiaor Palestine. People havein-
flicted death and destruction upon each other since the beginning of time.
So what is so special about 9/117?

The special reason isthat this was an act of devastation brought upon
the world's only Superpower of the time by a handful of people who,
supposedly, used the name of |slam — the fastest growing religion in the
world, to fulfil their heinous desires. They justified their crime by putting
the label of religion and hence brought the two civilizations face to face,
regardless of the fact that about 1/3 of the victims were Muslims. They
took out their political grievances against the West by destroying the
symbol of its power: The Trade Centre. They didn't have the means,
courage or unity to declare an open war and so they satisfied their ugly
desires by tarnishing the name of Islam.

| have used the word “supposedly.” That's because we don’t know
for sure who were the perpetrators of these attacks (and probably will
never know, since there are many theories surfacing in Europe and North
America and the final results of any investigation of the attack are not
being made public.)

Whoever may be behind the terrorism in the United States, thefact is
that it hasresulted in two totally opposite and parallel phenomena: On one
hand, thereisasurgein Islamophobia, and on the other hand, thereisthe
increasing quest to learn about Islam.

Oneis negative. The other is very positive.

It'strue that Muslims across the globe have suffered due to the after-
effects of thisterrorist attack. They have been made to feel embarrassed
and even guilty due to association. They have been humiliated and de-
ported. They have suffered the loss of livelihood and businesses. They
have even been denied the freedom of legal processin theland that claims
to be the symbol of freedom.

Islam has also been in the headlinesin the media

Despite all the negative coverage of projecting Islam as areligion of
terror and violence, God has His own mysterious ways of spreading His
words: The most influential man on the Earth had to say on television, in
front of thewholeworld, that | sam means peace.

The President of Americatalked positively about ISam and lit acandle
of pursuit about this religion in the minds of the intellectuals. People
started learning about Islam, the true peaceful 1slam, and started reverting
to their Creator in record numbers (as reported by mosques across the
country).

Allahworksin Hisown ways. But we should do our part too. Today, as
we are reflecting on the past, we must do some soul searching and ask
ourselves some questions. Do we know the community that welivein? Do
our neighbours know us as Muslims? What have we done to dispel their
misconceptions about |slam? Have we ever invited them over for coffee or
tea? Do we mingle with them and share their joys and sorrows?

Do we have volunteerism? Are we ready to take part in community
projects? Do we care about the country that we live in? Are we active in
doing things, not just talking about them?

Let’sget up and go. L et’sberole models and an ambassadors of 1slam
wherever and whenever possible. Let’sforget about our petty differences
and be one Ummah. Let’s unite with people of other faiths to promote
goodness. Let’s be tolerant towards others and promote humanity. Let's
call for self-restraint, discipline, knowledge, action, and patience.

Another thing we must realise, especially at this time, is the uncer-
tainty of thislife. Who had known, on that unfortunate day of September,
that the people in the WTC would not return to their loved ones? But
again, arewe surethat wewill takethe next breath? Lifeisthe most fragile
thing intheworld, and yet, we spend all our energies establishing, improv-
ing and beautifying it. We don’t eventalk about death. Weignore the one
and only reality inlife, which isdeath. If weremember our destiny, we will
be more careful about our actions, more compassionate toward othersand
morejusttoal. If weredisethat thislifeisbut atransit to the eternity, we
will not whine about the difficultiesin thisworld and will strivefor the best
inthe Hereafter.

In the end, for al of uswho reflect, hereis a verse from the Word of
God: “ We shall surely test your steadfastness with fear and famine, with
loss of property, life, and produce. Give good news to those who endure
with patience; who, when afflicted with calamity, say: ‘We belong to
Allah and to Him we shall return.” Such are the people on whom there
are blessings and Mercy from Allah; and they are the ones that are
rightly guided” (2:155-157).

Asma \W\arsi

L etters/ Opinion

Qur’an, Lottery, and Immigration

Where is the destiny of Muslim
Ummah now adays?

Quran has been revealed for al
the mankind as aguidance and com-
plete code of life. Today, some self-
ish people have commercialized it by
claiming to provide 100% guarantee
against any type of problem through
spiritual treatment against payment
of money! They dsoclamtohelpin
“testing your luck in lottery” and
“chances of winning” by announc-
ing “spiritua treatment through holy
verses’ and “through three days of
AMAL Inshah Allah.”

The above quotations are from
two specific advertisementsfrom self

made DEMIGODS, who appear to be
Muslims by their names. These ad-
vertisements are repeatedly appear-
ing on TVs and in newspapers of
North America. Previously these
SPIRITUAL HEALERS, CLAIRVOY-
ANTS (aamils), PROFESSORS, AS-
TROLOGERSEtc. €c.

were confined to Asian countries
only, but now they have invaded
North America. Among them, there
arewomen aswell. Thelir continuous
innocent |ooking dvertisements, with
sweet words, on TVsandin commu-
nity newspapers are attracting inno-
cent, ignorant, uneducated and less
educated Muslims, particularly

Birthdays and wedding anniversaries

Something new started by anin-
dividual gradually becomes a tradi-
tion, if accepted and practised by a
large number of a group. A further
adoption by others makes the prac-
tice acustom of people or acountry.
Generaly acustomisconfinesto the
people of aregion. It may, therefore,
be defined as recognized usage or
practice of apeople. Sometimes, how-
ever, certain interested parties, for
their personal benefit, manoeuvreto
circulate theideain such away that
it is equally acceptable by the other
regions.

The custom of birthdays and
wedding anniversarieswas started in
the Western countries to create oc-
casions of celebration, which as
originally was confined to asimple
feast among relatives and friends.
The businessmen saw an opportu-
nity of making money by playing
upon the sentiments of the people.
They advanced the idea that the oc-
casions like these called for giving
somekind of giftsto enhancethejoy-
ousness of the celebration. Thiscus-
tom was, then, propagated to differ-
ent parts of theworld. Sinceitwasa
foreignimplantationin the body of a
different culture, it was initially re-
jected by the masses at many places
but the rich people and those per-
sons inclined to approve any idea
coming from the West, accepted and
practised it and gradually it became
apart of their “new culture.”

We live in a Western society,
wherethiscustomisapart of itscul-
ture. Apparently the custom looks
very innocent in its concept. Some
of us have adopted the custom with-
out thinking for amoment about the
consequences it might bring and the
drawbacks of the custom never
come to the surface.

One fails to understand why
birthdays and anniversaries be con-
sidered such happy occasions as to
makethemembersof one'sfamily and
friendsto bring gifts. Thisritual looks
like an annual tax offering imposed
ontherelativesand friends. Eventhe
children are victims of this custom.
They also have to abide by itsrules
by giving somekind of giftsto their
parents and peers. Sincethey can not
afford to buy expensive gifts, their
presents usually end up in the next
year'sgarage sale or in the garbage.
Islam advocated gift-giving but it
does not dictate that theritual be re-
peated annually.

With the gift goesthecard, which

is often quite expensive. Thecard is
simply waste of money asitisthrown
inthetrashthemomentitisread. As
birthdays have become an annual
ritual, they often annoy people, who
have to think about the kind of gift
with adollar valueonit.

One may wonder why relatives
and friends should wish well only on
birthdays. Dateismeant only for reck-
oning the passage of time. Why
should the people be constrained to
send the message of good wishes
only on aparticular day of the year?
As amatter of fact, they could wish
well whenever they fedl likeit.

Wedding anniversaries have
gained importance to such an extent
that forgetting the day is almost tan-
tamount to an act of crime. Forgetful
spouseispenalized and therelations
between the coupl e become strained
foralongtime.

We should realize that this cus-
tom has the sinister support of the
business community who wants to
sell itsproductsall theyear round to
have perennial source of income.

Wecaninviteour friendsto share
our happiness at any time and ex-
change giftswhenever wefed likeit.
Let not the annual limit of celebra-
tion jeopardize our sentiments.

At thesametimewe should avoid
waste and conspicuous consump-
tionasAllah saysintheQur’ an, “ But
waste not by excess for Allah does
not lovewasters’ (6:141).

A. Hadi
Mississauga

/ Space permitting, all \
op-eds and letters
are published
regardless of the
journal’s policy. We
entertain all letters,
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address, and
telephone number.
Only names will be

\_published.
letters@theambition.com

women, who are loosing thousands
of dollars through these self made
DEMIGODS. TheseDEMIGODSare
taking them away from trueteachings
of Holy Quran and Hadith and loot-
ing them in the name of religion by
offering/selling them AMULETS
(TA’AWIZ), CHART (NAQSH),
SLAB (LOH) etc., which are
HARAAM and SHIRK.

These DEMIGODS arewritingin
their regular columns of Urdu lan-
guage community newspapers that
if you wear a particular SLAB or
CHART, it will bring lots of wealth.
The question arises that why don’t
these DEMI1GODS themselves wear
such SLAB and CHART to acquire
lots of wealth, so that they would not
bother to cheat these innocent Mus-
limsinthe nameof religion.

Even, they announceintheir ads.
andintheir regular columnsthat they
can solvetheir immigration problems
and casesaswell through AMULET
(TA’AWI1Z) and INCANTATION
(WAZEEFA) etc. From this, do we
takeit granted that atime will come
when these self made DEMIGODS
will be appearing in immigration
courtsinstead of Attorneysand Law-
yers???

Let me quote here only two
Quranic verses: “ Nor sell My signs
(ayats) for alittle price, and fear you
Me.” (2:41) “ O Believers, many of
the priests and the monks eat the
wealth of the people falsely and bar
fromAllah’'sway.” (9:34)

The burning question is how
theseinnocent and ignorant Muslims
be guided properly to shun these
HARAAM and SHIRK things and
how these self made DEMIGODSbe
stopped from their evil practice? Our
learned intellectuals have to find
some answer to this question. Can
any learnedintellectual comeforward
to start a Jihad against them?

M. Qamar Abbas
Mississauga

AL-MUHAYMIN

The Protector: He who
watches over and protects all
things.
YA-MUHAYMIN

It is said that who repeat this
Name and have completeablution,
their inner being will beluminous.
W'ALLAHUA'ALAM.

AL-MU'MIN

TheGuardian of Faith: Hewho
places faith in the hearts of His
servants, protects those who seek
refuge in Him, and gives
tranquility.

Allah's Beautiful Names

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (ra) that The Messenger of Allah
(pbuh) said “ Verily Allah has 99 Names - one hundred less one - who-
ever learns, understands and believesin them will enter paradise”.

Thefirst Namein thetext refersto the Attribute of Allah. The

repetition preceded by ‘Ya' refersto the appeal to that Attribute.

YA-MUMIN

It is said that he who repeats
this Name will be free from harm.
W' ALLAHUA'ALAM.

AR-RAHMAN

The Beneficent: Hewho gives
blessings and prosperity to all be-
ings without showing disparity.

YA-RAHMAN

It is said that he who repeats
thisNamewill have good memory,
a keen awareness, and and be free
of a heavy heart. W’ALLAHU
A'ALAM.
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Islamic Psychology of the Self: “The Various States of
the Self and Cultivating Its Good”

By Nosheen Mian, U of T
(Fromthe lecture series by
Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui)

We spoke last time about the
peoplewho have never tasted of the
sweetness of the Jannah
[Paradise]of this dunyaa [this life,
world] - love of, and longing for Al-
lah - never tasting the Jannah of the
hereafter as some early scholars
have said. Sometimesin moments of
solitude or retreat we feel so filled
up that we don’t want anything el se,
and we feel ajoy and alonging...
sometimes that is a taste of that
Jannah of this dunyaa. But when
the heart is not properly cleansed
and polished, that Jannah will never
be felt because the nafs of ours is
perhapsanafs[self] that we venever
tried to understand. We spend, as
you know, a lot of time and re-
sources on our physical bodies,
learning about them, curing them,
and enhancing the way they look —
that external image again, that we
spokeabout last time. Yet rarely are
we as concerned with that inner im-
age, the internal self. So we don’t
even know our nafs. Andif wedon’t
know our nafs, then we don’t know
how to help it take on that journey

back hometo Allah, to Jannah!

What is the nafs? What makes
up the nafs? What is the happiness
of the nafs? What is the misery of
the nafs? And how to attain its hap-
piness, and how to avoid its mis-
ery? When wedon'’ t understand our
nafs, then we are not on the proper
course on that journey back home
to Jannah.

Some words about what the nafs
is, by what some of our earliest
scholarsteach us, from theanalysis
of the Qur’an, the Sunnah of the
Beloved Messenger of Allah (pbuh),
and the words and experiences of
the Companions is what is called,
Islamic Psychology.

What is my nafs, this psyche?
They [the scholars] say, and it is
something demonstrative, and can
be rationalized and argued in very
strong arguments, that our nafs is
comprised of different statesor lev-
els. In each one of usthere are four
states or manifestations of the nafs.
Number one, they say, is the “cat-
tle-like” nafs—and Allah describes
the non-believerswhose heartswere
veiled at the time, when He says,
“they are like cattle, nay worse” .
Andweall havethat cattle-like nafs,

that state of the naf's, which like cat-
tle, pursues its happiness by eating,
drinking, sleeping, and copulating.
Dowehaveaninstinct to eat, drink,
deep, and copulate? — Yes, other-
wise we would starve, and there
would be no human species, but the
pointis, for the cattle, that isthe fo-
cusof itsfelicity. Thefulfillment of
the cattle is in cultivating and de-
veloping, and having more and more
of those, and only those in general.
When a person cultivates and
develops that cattle-like nafs, until
perhaps it becomes overdevel oped
if youwill, thenthat person livesthe
lifeof cattle, their nafsisacattle-like
nafs, and therefore finds its happi-
ness in eating, drinking, sleeping,
and copulating. These conceptsare
then sophisticated and institution-
alized in homes, communities, soci-
eties, and civilizations, and even be-
come philosophies of life. The so-
phistication of human beings in
terms of achieving those instincts
of the cattle-like nafswill obscureit
to the unfamiliar amongst us, and
we will continue to develop/culti-
vatethat type of cattle-like nafsand
thenweareinterested mostly, or only
in how to have better food, drinks,
sleep, and more

food, drinks, sleep,
and what is called
“sexual freedom”.
Parties for what? —
More eating, drink-
ing, and copulating,
even clubs and
meetings and so on
for those very in-
stincts. Working
hard so that at the
end of the week we
can satisfy that cat-
tle-like nafs by
partying and in-
dulging. All types
of inventions and
“smart ways’ toen-
hance the
fulfillment of the
cattle-like instincts
inus. Soif | havea
cattle-like nafs, then
| shall of course do
my best to maximize
that kind of happi-
ness — and human
beings like that do
exigt.
Thereisanother
state of the nafs
which the ‘ulema
call the “predator-
like” nafs, a preda-
tor such asahyena.
And this nafs be-

sides eating, drink-

ing, sleeping, and copulating, has some-
thing elsethat isnot foundin achicken,
cow, or goat — the instinct to kill, at-
tack, usurp, and take territory.

The predator’s self-satisfaction lies
in predatory things and we have this
element inour nafsaswell. Thisisseen
in usurping the rights of others at all
levels, at the individual, community,
societal, and international level, and we
institutionalize them as well. Even in
simple situations we have an urge to
satisfy them, and if a person’s life is
spentinfulfilling such urges, you have
apersonwhoispredator-like. You may
have a person whose nafs is both cat-
tle-likeand predatory, or if oneismore
cultivated than the other then that will
be dominant. Which one dominates?
Which one do you have? Which one
do | have? Wehaveto taketimeto pon-
der and reflect on my nafs?

The third type of nafs is the
Shaytaani [Satanic] nafs, which finds
its satisfaction in decelving, cheating,
committing evil, spreading hate, devel-
oping the above cattle-like, predatory
nafs, finds delight in power and belit-
tling therights of others, wanting to be
lords over others, boastfulness, back-
biting, sin, and other evil traits. If this
nafsis cultivated most, then it will be
dominant, and you will have a person
who is more Shaytaani than cattle-like
or predatory, or again, perhaps acom-
bination of the three define the nafs of
that person, or community, society,
nation, or even civilization. Wheredo |
belong? Which nafsdo | have? Which
element have | most cultivated so far?
Havel beento thispoint rightly aware
of these sides, have | been watchful of
which side| am cultivating? WE must
ponder upon these questions.

Finaly, Alhamdulillah, Allah has
ingtilled the Angelic nafswithin us, that
nafs which is nourished from above,
from theworld of therooh [spirit], nour-
ished by the Divinevalues, Divineguid-
ance, and by the akhlaaq (manners) of
the Messengers of Allah. What is the
happiness of thisnafs?—Isit to eat? —
No, because it is heavenly, the space-
like fulfillments of eating, drinking,
sleeping, and copulating do not nour-
ishit. It needsattainment of ‘ilm[knowl-
edge] that leadsto ma' rifah [knowing]
Allah, loving Him, and longing for Him
because that is the origin of this nafs,
the place where it wishes to be, and
must therefore be nourished from its
ownworld.

The scholars say, that this body is
mounted by the nafs (spiritual heart,
soul, self), so the physical body islike
the horse, and the nafsisliketherider.
So when the horse gets hungry, what
do you do? — You get off of the horse
and let it graze. Do you eat grass with
the horse? — No, this is not how we

(S

From the
Qur'an

But Allah doth call to
the Home of Peace:

He doth
guide whom He

pleaseth to a way that

is straight.

To those who do right
isa goodly (reward)

yea more

(than in measure)! No
darkness nor shame

shall cover their
faces! They are

Companions of the

Garden; they will
abide therein (for

aye)!

(10:25-26)

)

(S

4 From the A

Hadith

Narrated Um Kulthum

bint Ugba

That she heard Allah's
Apostle saying, "He

who makes

peace betweenthe
people by inventing

good

information or saying

good things, is
nota liar."

(Sahih Al-Bukhari)

)

nourish ourselves, anyone who
did sowould becalled afool. Yet
we starve this nafs of oursin a
worldthat isstrangetoit, weforce
upon it earthly food and nourish-
ment — like arider getting off of
his horse and eating grass and
dung with it! We need to prop-
erly nourish our Angelic nafs. In
our lives, a balance must be
struck.

Aswesaid last time, the equa-

Continued on page 13
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By Farhan Bokhari

“ Those who benefit from inter-
est shall be raised like those who
have been driven to madness by the
touch of the devil; this is because
they say: ‘Trade is like interest’
while Allah has permitted trade and
forbiddeninterest.” (4:130-132)

The words of the Qur’an, the
holy book of Islam, revealed to
Prophet Muhammad morethan 1,400
yearsago, speak clearly against riba
— interest set in advance. Reconcil-
ing religious norms with the global,
interest-based financial system is a
clear challengeto millions of devout
Muslimsin the modern world.

Although Isslam’s main Shiaand
Sunni sectsdiffer intheir interpreta-
tionsof how to offer daily prayersor
divideinheritances, thereislittledisa-
greement when it come storiba. Is-
lam considers interest to be usury —
lending money for aprofit—and pro-
claimsit haraam, or illegitimate.

Islamic scholars point out the
fundamental injustice — both to bor-
rowers and lenders — of predeter-
mined interest: man cannot predict
events, so how can rates be set in
advance?slam, whichinitsessence
means submission to God, viewsany
attempts by man to anticipate thewill
of Allah as blasphemous.

Under Sharia (Islamic jurispru-
dence) it is more acceptable for de-
positorsto becomeinvestorsor part-
nersin venturesto which bankslend
money. If borrowers make a profit,
depositors stand to gain — perhaps
even more than the returns under a
fixed-interest regime. But if borrow-
ers go bankrupt, the depositors must
share the loss.

While few Muslim countries
have sought to replace the interna-
tional banking system with Islamic
finance, many individualsarequietly
pursuing their own financial jihad —

In the Interest of Islam

or struggle.

Mushtaq Chhapra, managing di-
rector of Transpak, Pakistan's larg-
est manufacturer of plastic bottles
and containers for motor oil, is one
Muslim who has risen to the chal-
lenge of applying the strict tenets of
Islam to business. Transpak —which
employs about 100 people and has
annual sales of $5m (3.4m) — might
be modest in global business terms,
but he is something of a pioneer in
theMuslimworld.

Mushrag runs his four compa-
nies according to the teachings of
the Qur’an. Asadevout Muslim, he
maintains only interest-free current
bank accounts, while his business
loans are raised through formal in-
struments extended by banks or in-
formal arrangements with fellow
Muslim businessmen.

“Our commitment to Islamic fi-
nance runs deep. We do not take any
regular, interest-based loans from
banks’, he says.

Businessmen such as Mr
Chhaprahavebeen greatly hel ped by
the growth in Pakistan over the last
20 years of leasing — where clients
receive aloan to buy an asset, then
put up equity and pay a monthly
charge. Some Islamic scholars be-
lieve the monthly charge, athough
fixed, is the payment in rent on the
asset, with the leasing company fi-
nancing most of the initial cost. In
many instances, such transactions
are similar to hire-purchase agree-
ments.

“To a businessman in Pakistan,
therearemorelslamic options[avail-
able] now than ever,” says Mr.
Chhapra.

Onetraditional Muslim practice
isthe“committee”, inwhich agroup
of partners pools an agreed amount
of money at the beginning of each
month and then givesthe entire sum

to one committee member, rotating
each month until every member has
received asum.

The committee functions as an
informal saving and lending instru-
ment in which members can be guar-
anteed a large sum on which they
repay regular interest-free
installments.

Although Idamicfinanceiswide-
spread in the Muslim world — there
are 176 |dlamic bankscurrently oper-
ating — the system is not without its
problems. Iran, for example, hashad
to accept credit from western banks
to finance many of itsimports. Ma-
laysia, on the other hand, has set up
private |slamic banksto offer the de-
vout deposits and loans in accord-
ancewith religious norms.

However, it is Pakistan that has
taken the most steps towards adopt-
ing Islamic finance as an alternative
to the western banking system. Last
December, the country’s supreme
court ruled riba un-Islamic and gave
the government until the middle of
next year to introduce an Islamic fi-
nancial system. The decision fol-
lowed aruling by Pakistan'stop Is-
lamic Shariah court in 1991 that re-
jected 32 of Pakistan'sfinancial laws
asinsufficiently Islamic.

Senior officials say the verdict
does not affect the status of Paki-
stan’s foreign and domestic debt,
where the terms already agreed
would be honoured. The future of
Pakistan's financial system rests on
how quickly the government can
change to an interest-free economy
without damaging investor confi-
dence.

However, Pervaiz Said, head of
business development at the
Karachi-based Al-Meezan Islamic
investment bank, believes the tran-
sition should take place without dif-
ficulty. Mr. Said arguesthat banking
instruments acceptable under Ilamic
finance are similar to those practised
elsewhereintheworld by regular in-
vestment banks.

" Theproblemisthat alot of peo-
ple think of [Islamic banking just]
inreligiousterms. [But] itisasfunc-
tional [a system] as any other busi-

Radio Islam

Your communities' Voice
onthe Air
Every Sunday 7-8 pm
AM 1540 / FM 101.3
Major Islamic personalities on

Air every week
www.Radiolslam.ca
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ness activity,” he says.

Earlier this summer, Mr. Said’s
bank launched a plan for Pakistani
depositors, promising to lend only
to borrowerswho follow Idlamic prin-
ciples and return the earnings to de-
positorsunder astrict Shariah-driven
plan of sharing losses and earnings
rather than assured fixed interest.

Mr. Said estimates that with
worldwide deposits of up to $150bn
ininstrumentsthat could be compat-
ible with Islam, “ thereis no reason
why a paradigm shift should be so
difficult.”

But businessmen warn that irre-
spective of the merits of Islamic fi-
nance, opportunities for many busi-
nesses seeking loans are limited.

S.M. Salim, chairman of Hub
Leather Products, a Karachi-based
leather goods’ exporter, is another
businessman committed to Islamic
finance. He warns: “ we can not
change conditionsimposed by those
who lend money to us, although all
of our own bank accounts are non-
interest bearing current accounts” .

InMr Salim’sexperience, financ-
ing projects worth more than $1m
“becomes difficult becausethereare
few that would be strictly Shariah-
compliant when the amount be-
comes larger. Nobody wants to take
risk beyond a certain point.”

One conclusion to the debate
over where Pakistan is going will
comefrom the country’scentral bank,
which has appointed a high-level
commission to examine the present
state of, and future outl ook for, Paki-

stan’sfinancial system.

Ashrat Hussain, governor of the
central bank, says: “ There is no
country in the world that has com-
pletely crossed over to the Islamic
system. There are pockets. We have
to do it without destabilising the
economy.”

Bankers note that one of Mr
Hussain'sdifficultiesisthat the gov-
ernment itself is a large borrower,
using treasury hillsto raise debt from
the domestic market to finance its
budget deficit. “ Without the assur-
ance of predetermined interest, who
isgoing to lend to the gover nment?”
asks one banker.

For Muslims, the best hope may
be that government introduces new
Islamic instruments — or even
launchesafully Islamic bank.

At the sametime, the government
may have to return to the Supreme
Court to seek more time for the
changeover, on the grounds that a
comprehensivetransition may not be
possiblein view of the need to con-
tinue financing the budget.

Managers such as Mr. Chhapra,
who “hope to God that we make a
transitionto Ilamicfinance,” may be
disappointed in the short term. But
other ideol ogically-committed busi-
nessmen are already dreaming of
walking through the doors of the
world'sfirst spiritually clean bank.

Source: http://news.ft.com/ft/
gx.cgi/ftc?pagename=View& c=
Article& cid=FT3M741L QCC&live=
true& useoverridetemplate
=IXLZHNNPAC

The Kosher Tax

The “Kosher Nostra Scam” on the American Consumer

by Ernesto Cienfuegos
Sometimeago wereceived an e-

mail asking usif weknew the signifi-
canceof thesmall encircled letter “U”
or letter “K” that can be found
printed on many food cans, food
packages and on other kitchen prod-
ucts. The message gave us some
cluesand suggested that we do some
research into the subject. What we
found certainly was “news’ to us
and it both shocked and angered us.

Onarriving at my residence, | im-
mediately went to the pantry to verify
that what | had just learned was ac-
tually true. Sure enough, most of the
packaged and canned foods from
major companies, like Proctor & Gam-
ble and others, did have the (U), the
(K) or other similar markings. The
Arrowhead water bottle, the instant
Folgers Coffee, theKelloggsbox, the
Jiff Peanut Butter, the Pepper con-
tainer, the Trader Joe's tea box and
even the Glad's plastic sandwich
bags carton had the (U) or (K) mark
on them.

We needed alittle more verifica-
tion so we called two major compa-

nies to ask some questions. We
chose Proctor & Gamblethat markets
the Folgers Coffee and the Clorox
Company that manufactures the
Gladsplastic zip lock sandwich bags.
Each of the two companies, as well
asmost others, have 1-800 telephone
numbers printed on their packages
for consumers to call in case they
have any questions about their prod-
ucts. When we asked the Proctor &
Gambl e representative what the (U)
meant on their Folgers Coffee con-
tainer, she asked usto wait until she
consulted with her supervisor. She
came back and informed us that the
mark meant that the coffeewas* cer-
tified kosher”.

We then asked her how and who
certified the coffee to be “kosher”
and whether it cost any money to do
S0.

She refused to answer these and
other questions. She suggested that
we write to their Corporate Public
Affairs Department. We than called
the Clorox Corporation to ask what
the (U) meant on the package of their

Continued on page 13
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Angels: An Islamic Perspective

The basis of faith consists of
faithinAllah, HisAngels, His Proph-
ets and Messengers, His Divine
Scriptures, on the Day of Judgement
and life after death, aswell asonthe
Divine Pre-Ordainment. Among the
numerous creations of Allah are the
innumerable angelswho carry out his
orders continuously without any
disobedience, and worship Him day
and night. These creatures are cre-
ated from light, unlike man who is
created from soil and are assigned
different tasks by Allah. For exam-
ple, Angel Jibred (Gabridl) isassigned
the task of conveying Allah’'s Mes-
sage to His Prophets. They also en-
courage believers to do good deeds
and assist them in other aspects of
their life.

“ The Messenger believesinwhat
has been sent down to him from his
Lord, and (so do) the believers. Each
one believes in Allah, His Angels,
His Books, and His Messengers...”
(2:285). From this, as well as other
versesin the Qur’ an, we seethat be-
lief inthe angelsis part of faith. Just
as a building collapses if one block
isremoved fromit, so does our faith
if we deny the belief in any one of
these faiths.

As believers, we must believe
that angel sexist even though we can-
not seethem and have limited knowl-
edge about them. Whatever we know
about angels is through revelations
from Qur’an and Sunnah. There are
certain things in this world that we
perceive whileothersthat we do not.
The unseen is further divided into
the absolute hidden, meaning those
thingsthat only Allah knows, for ex-
ample, the Hour of the Day of Judge-
ment. The other unseenisin therel-
evant sense, for example, angelsthat
prophets, messengers, and some be-
lieverscan perceive.

The basis of faithisall based on
the unseen. No one has seen Allah,
nor have al the believers seen an-
gels, prophets, messengers, and all
the divine scriptures or when the
Hour will come or what isin storefor
usin thefuture. Belief in the unseen

is part of the test for the believer in
thislife, like belief in Allah and fol-
lowing His commands while sur-
rounded by evil everywhere.

Angelsarenot given thefreedom
of choice as humans and jinn are
given, therefore they worship Allah
day and night without tiring and
never disobey. They lack any feel-
ings such as pride from worshipping
Allah as some humans do. Just as
thereisaKa bah on Earth for believ-
ersto make pilgrimageto, similarly,
there is a Bait al-Ma moor in the
Heavens where seventy thousand
angels come to worship everyday.
TheHadithtellsusthat the same sev-
enty thousand angels worship only
once; so everyday there is a new
batch of them and from this we can
imagine how great their number is
(Bukhari).

The pagans considered angelsas
being females, then as daughters of
Allahand eventually thisled themto
begin worshipping them, but they are
servantsof Allahjust ashumansand
other creatures are and so they lack
any quality of deification as it says
in the Qur’an: “ Nor would he order
you to take angels and prophets for
lords (gods). Would he order you to
disbelieve after you have submitted
toAllah'sWill?” (3:80). Therearedif-
ferent opinions on who has higher
rank, humans or angels, but thereis
general consensus among the Ahl-
us-Sunnah scholars that righteous
humans hold a higher rank and are
therefore superior to angels.

Whether they are superior or in-
ferior tohumansisirrelevant because
a believer’s attitude towards them
should be one of lovesincethey seek
their benefit from Allah. Unlike the
devil that each person is born with
who encourage humans to do evil
(Qareen), the angels that each per-
son is born with encourages a be-
liever to continue on the path of truth.
They fortify abeliever’sfaithandlove
for Allah by reminding him of the
Hereafter and punishment. Humans
are constantly in need of reminders
because it is easy to be caught in

Satan’'s web. Believers should be
thankful to Allah for endowing the
angels for them to protect,
strengthen, and remind them.

In addition to assisting the be-
lievers, angelsare assigned anumber
of tasks by Allah. A few angels are
mentioned by nameinthe Qur’ anand
Hadith, the most important of which
areJibred, Mikail, and I sr&fil. Some
narrations mention Izra'il as the
fourth important angel, but there is
no authentic Hadith pertaining to
that. In the Qur’an, Jibred is men-
tioned by name three times and re-
ferred to in other verses. He is re-
sponsible for bringing down revela
tions to messengers and it was he
who brought down the glorious
Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) and in turn to all the believ-
ers. Thus, no angel, especially angel
Jibreel who brought the light for our
heartsand souls, should ever be seen
with eyes of hatred.

Every angel playsavital rolein
running thisuniverse by thewill and
power of Allah. Angel Mika'il isre-
sponsible for bringing down rain to
us, without which life on earth would
be almost impossible to bear. Israfil
isthe angel who will blow the trum-
pet, whichwill bring back the soul to
all bodies. Other angels perform other
duties, such as those who bring
downyearly decreeson Lailatul Qadr
and those who carry deeds and
souls of humans. Angels bring glad
tidingsto believers and some exam-
ples of this are the news Maryam
(Mary) received that shewould have
ason, aswell asto Prophet I brahim,
who would aso have a son. This
Hadith narrated by Ans ibn Malik
relatesto this:

The Prophet said, “ Allah has
appointed an angel in the womb,
and theangel says, ‘O Lord! Adrop
of discharge(i.e., of semen), O Lord!
Aclot, OLord! Apieceof flesh.” And
then, if Allah wishesto complete the
child’s creation, the angel will say.
‘OLord Amaleor afemale? O Lord!
Wretched or blessed (in religion)?
What will his livelihood be? What

Helpful Hints
by Sister Shirin Patel

| need to know ‘what is love' ?

2 I’ m assuming you' retalking about amale-femal e rel ation-
ship as opposed to your mother or father. Let me first
clarify the situation where such type of love can breed —
“awise man is he who does not marry the one he loves,

but loves the one he marries.” You will only truly know a person when
you livewith them, and | don’t mean living with them asacommon-law
spouse, asthose situations hold no commitment or responsibility hence
the coupleisinclined to give up before using an effective problem sol v-
ing method. That situation (common-law spouse) is not lawful in Islam
anyway. To answer your question, love in it's truest and most sincere
form can only come after marriage. Marriage builds love through the
different situations that it brings. And through these situations love is
formed — either by being kind to each other, understanding each others
situation, supporting one another, tolerating whatever little annoyance
you have between yourselves, making sacrifices, being respectful etc.
Therefore, loveismarriage, and marriageisall the above mentioned plus
more. God knows better. May the Almighty help you with everything
that may comeyour way... Ameen.

| have/had a good friend (Muslim) who hurt me and
caused many unnecessary problemsin my life. What do
you think | should do about our relationship?

A True friends are very hard to come across these days, as
weliveinavery selfish society. Itissaid, “Bemerciful to
others and Allah (subhanahuwatalla) will be Merciful to
us,” Insha’ Allah. So forgiveyour friend for the sake of Allah and do not
hate him/her, or do bad to him/her. Your “friend” is still your brother/
sister in Islam, and so you still have an obligation of helping themin a
time of need, or greeting them with peace when you seethem. However,
this does not mean you have to remain their “friend,” where you hang
out together, etc. We are taught to choose our friends wisely, because
those who we are around have a great effect on our behavior and atti-
tudestowards certain things. If your friend does not help you in regards
toyour religion, and if these problemsyour friend causes are harmful to
your religion, it is best for you to avoid him/her. If you believe your
friend had sincere intentions, and didn’t try to hurt you, or you can still
trust him/her then perhaps you should give your relationship a second
chance. But thisis only if you do not fear any loss in regards to your
relationship with your Creator. Be with those who don’t only live Islam
externally but also internally and who help you become a better person.
May the Almighty grant peacein your heart, and show you what to do.
Ameen.

Christian-Muslim dialogue at World Youth
Day a historical success

Syed Asad Dean
Director, United Muslims

Over 300 Muslim and Christian
youths packed the salon roomin Ex-
hibition Hall A to discusstheir faith
under the theme “Living your faith
in a secular society”. The United
Muslims (producers of Radio Islam)
and the co-ordinator of the Islamic
Council of Imams, Imam Abdul Hai
Patel, held ajoint session of Muslim
Youthsand Christian Youthsat World
Youth Day on Wednesday evening
July 24", “Thisisamiraclewhat hap-
pened today,” said Father Ray
O'Toole of Scarborough Missions.
“It is high time Muslims share their
faith with peoplearound themto cul-
tivate an understanding and respect
of our lifestyle” said Syed Asad of
United Muslims. Mediaoutletsfrom
throughout the globe witnessed the
sharing of faiths of the World'slarg-
est religions. One speaker from the
Catholic side and one speaker from
the Muslim side gave a speech on

their faith and experiences. Syed
Asad Dean, host of Radio Islam was
the keynote speaker from the Mus-
lim sideand ChristineMadan, wasthe
speaker fromthe Catholic side. Group
sessions were then held and Mus-
limsand Christianswere given an op-
portunity to share their experiences
followed by an opportunity for group
members to share their discussions
with the rest. This unique dialogue
was initiated when one of directors
of United Muslims, Omar Kalair, ap-
proached the organizers of World
Youth Day. A key organizer Nicolas
Papalardo responded positively.
TheMuslim Community of GTA
hosted Pilgrims in their homes and
provided volunteers for this event.
Some of the Mosgues were ready to
provide accommodation if needed.
When asked by the reporters why
Muslims are helping the Catholic
event?Imam Abdul Hai Patel said:
We see this as a Canadian event not
just Catholic event. Canada is the

host to the World for this event and
we want to extend the best hospital-
ity to them. Wewant the World youths
to take a positive Canadian mes-
sage of peace and tolerance, that
herein Canada how different Faiths,
Ethnic groups despite their differ-
ences are living in harmony.”

Imam Patel was also present
among the 700 Cardinals and Bish-
ops at the opening Ceremony at the
Exhibition ground on July 25, where
he found many religious leaders of
different denominations, including
Bishop of Rome, were very pleased
with this historic and miraculous
event of thefirst ever Muslim-Catho-
lic dialogue as part of the World
youth day event.

Inhisclosing remarks, Imam Patel
mentioned that Muslims and Catho-
lics form 50% of the World popula-
tion and we need to work together
for the " reconciliation with God” and
to promotethesdogan: “FAITH PRO-
MOTESPEACE’

will his age be? The angel writes
all this while the child is in the ;
womb of its mother” (Al-Bukhari Pass this copy
4:550). .
Since these angels are with us Of The Ambltlon
all theti me and are always seeking to a friend
our benefit, we should have utmost .
respect for them and honour them. after readlng.
They aredescribed asbeautiful crea 2
tures made from light and having Help US brmg
wings. These strong beings dwell in the message of
the heavens and bless the believers
for every step that he takes towards |S|am to OtherS
righteousness.

Always remember those who serve

In the dayswhen an ice-cream sundae cost much less, a 10-year-old
boy entered ahotel coffee shop and sat at atable. A waitress put aglass
of water in front of him.

N'\-

“How much is an ice-cream sundae?’ he
asked.
“Fifty cents,” replied the waitress.
The little boy pulled his hand out of
hispocket and studied anumber of coins
. ‘ init.“How muchisadish of plainice-
“" cream?’ heinquired.
Some people were now waiting
/ % for atable and the waitress was a
bitimpatient. “ Thirty-five cents,”
she said brusquely.

Thelittleboy again counted the coins. “I'll havethe plainice-cream,”
he said.

The waitress brought the ice-cream, put the bill on the table and
walked away. The boy finished the ice-cream, paid the cashier and de-
parted. When the waitress came back, she began wiping the table and
then swallowed hard at what she saw. There, placed neatly beside the
empty dish, were two nickels and five pennies— her tip.
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Around theWorld

Therearebetween 1.5millionto 2
million Muslims in Britain today,
mainly in the large metropolitan ar-
eas of London, Birmingham, Man-
chester, and Glasgow. The magjority
are British-born with family origins
in Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh.
There are significant numbers of
Cypriot, Turkish, and Yemeni Mus-
lims, together with morerecently set-
tled refugeesfrom Afghanistan, Iran,
Irag, Bosnia, Somalia, and Albania.
There are a so agrowing number of
Muslims of Afro-Caribbean and Eu-
ropean origin.

The mercantile and commercial
links between Britain and the Mus-
l[im World stretch back a very long
time. The first records of Muslims
from Britain commenceinthe 16" cen-
tury. By the 19" century, there were
Muslim naval settlements in most
portsof England and Scotland. There
was also atransitory Muslim student
popul ation from the Col onies. How-
ever, a significant British Muslim
presence is comparatively recent,
with its roots in the immigration of
Musdlimsparticularly fromthe Indian
sub-continent since the 1950's.

TheFirst Contacts

8" Century: Offa of Murcia (d.
796 CE) wasapowerful Anglo-Saxon
King who had coins minted with the
inscription of thekalimahin Arabic,
indicating commercial tieswith Mus-
limsin Spain, France, and North Af-
rica

16" and 17" Centuries: Thefirst
British Muslimwhose name survives
in an English source, The Voyage
Made to Tripolis (1583 CE) was “a
son of a yeoman of our Queen’s
Guard . . . his name was John Nel-
son.” Theuniversitiesof Oxford and
Cambridge established Chairs of
Arabicinthe 1630'sand scholarsin
Britainrelied heavily ontrandations
from Arabicinthefieldsof mathemat-
ics, astronomy, and medicine
throughout the medieval period and
the Renaissance. A rendering of the
Qur’an in English was produced by
Alexander Rossin 1649 CE, and this
edition had two imprints— attesting
toitswidecirculation. (Source: Matar,
N.IdaminBritain: 1558-1685, Cam-
bridge University Press, 1998)

Islam in the British Isles:

Some Key Events and Dates

The Colonial Period (to the
1940's)

In 1897, amap of the British Em-
pire would include Nigeria, Egypt,
India, and Malaya, al large territo-
ries with significant Muslim
populations. Muslim lands provided
thework forceand material resources
that contributed to the prosperity of
Victorian and Edwardian England.
The colonial encounter first brought
Muslims to Britain as seamen, sol-
diers, or students. The seamen,
known as ‘lascars,’ established the
first communities in the main ports
of England and Scotland. By theturn
of the century, there were also sev-
eral hundred Muslim peddlers, who
even ventured to the remoter parts
of Scotland with their wares and
medicines.

Organized activities in London
owed muchtothelndian Mudim Jus-
tice Syed Ameer Ali (d. 1928 CE), who
cameto livein England after hisre-
tirement in 1904. Theformer Indian
civil servant, barrister and Qur’anic
scholar, Abdullah Yusuf Ali (d. 1953
CE) aso settled in London in 1914,
and the pair became effective advo-
cates of British Muslim concerns at
home and abroad.

1860: Existence of amosgueat 2
Glyn Rhondda Street, Cardiff, re-
corded in the Register of Religious
Sites (now maintained by the Office
of National Statistics)

1886: Founding of the Anjuman-
i-lslam in London later renamed the
Pan-1slamic Society.

1887: William Henry Quilliam
(Shaikh Abdullah Quilliam) embraced
Islam and led a small community in
Liverpool. In 1891 CE, the commu-
nity rented a house in Broughton
Terrace, West Derby, to serve as a
prayer hall.

1889: Establishment of the Shah
Jehan Mosgue, Woking, with an ad-
joining student hostel.

1910: Syed Ameer Ali convened
apublic meeting at the Ritz Hotel for
the establishment of the London
Mosque Fund for “amosguein Lon-
don worthy of the tradition of Islam
and worthy of the capital of the Brit-
ishEmpire.”

1913: First issue of the journal

Muslim India and The Islamic Re-
view, later renamed the Islamic Re-
view, Woking. Thejournal was pub-
lished for sixty years.

1914 : Friday prayersheld under
the auspices of the London Mosque
Fund, first in Lindsay Hall, Notting
Hill Gate, and later at 39 Upper Bed-
ford Place. The venue then shifted
to 111 Campden Hill Road, where
prayers were conducted until Octo-
ber 1928 CE.

1916: British Muslim Lord
Headley (Al-Haj el-Farooq) writesto
Secretary of State Austen Chamber-
lain for allocation of state funds for
the purchase and construction of a
mosque in London “in memory of
Muslim soldierswho died fighting for
theEmpire.”

1928: Formation of the London
Nizamiah Mosque Trust Fund by Al-
Haj el-Farooq. These funds were
subsequently transferred to the Lon-
don Central Mosque

attention to these concerns.

1940: Churchill, at awar cabinet
meeting on October 24", authorizes
allocation of funds for the acquisi-
tion of asitefor the London mosgue.

1941: East London Mosque and
Islamic Cultural Centre opened by the
Egyptian Ambassador, Dr. Hassan
Nahjat Pasha. The mosque was sub-
sequently managed by the Jamiat
Muslimeen.

1943: Formation of the Jamiat
Ittihad Muslimeen, Glasgow. The
Jamiat’s first mosque was at 27/29
Oxford Street, Glasgow.

1944: King George V1 visitsthe
Islamic Cultural Centre in Regents
Park for itsofficial opening.

Recent Times (1950 onwar ds)

If the main emphasisof Muslims
in the earlier period was the estab-
lishment of proper prayer facilities,
the emphasiswould shift towardsthe
establishment of social, educational,
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1934: Formation
of the Jamiat Muslimeen, East Lon-
don, under the presidency of oneDr.
Qaz.

1937: The Peel Proposalsfor the
partition of Palestine stirs British
Muslims and Abdullah Yusuf Ali
addresses meetingsin London, Cam-
bridge, and Brighton to draw public

and welfare ingtitutions. Impact In-
ternational, the authoritative Muslim
newsmagazine, has been published
in London since May 1971. The
1990's have seen the emergence of
British Muslim community newspa-
pers, represented by the The Mus-
lim Newsand Q-News.

1962: First meeting of the Fed-
eration of Students |slamic Societies
(FOSIS) in Birmingham, bringing to-
gether Muslim student organisations
from anumber of British universities.
The same year saw the publication
of the student Islamic magazine
Risalatul Akhbar, later The Mudlim.

1970: Formation of the Union of
Muslim Organisations (General Sec-
retary: Dr. Syed Aziz Pasha).

1971: Jamiat-ul-Muslimeen,
Manchester, commence work on a
purpose built mosque in Victoria
Park.

1973: Establishment of the Is-
lamic Council of Europe, with head-
quartersin London (Secretary-Gen-
era: Sdem Azzam).

1973: Establishment of the Is-
lamic Foundation, Leicester (subse-
quently relocated in 1990 to
Markfield) and now a major pub-
lisher.

1974: Opening of the Dar-al-
Uloom, HolmcombeHall, Bury.

1974: Publication of the Draft
Prospectus of the Muslim Institute
for Research and Planning, by Dr.
Kalim Siddiqui.

1977: Belfast ISamic Centre es-
tablished. It is estimated that there
areabout 3,000 Muslimsin Northern
Ireland.

1978: Completion of the new
markaz of the Tableegh Jamaat in
Dewsbury.

1982: Opening of the Dar-al-
Uloom, Saville Town, Dewsbury.

1983: Yusuf Islam starts the
Islamia School in North West Lon-
don.

1997: M. Sarwar (Govan, Glas-
gow) elected first Muslim MP (La
bour Party).

1997: Publication of the
Runnymede Trust’s report on
Islamophabia.

1998: First General Assembly
Meeting of the Muslim Council of
Britainat Brent Town Hall (Secretary-
Generd: Igbal Sacranie).

1998: Two Muslim peers ap-
pointed: Lord Nazir of Rotherham and
Baroness PollaUddin.

Source: The Muslim Council of

Britain (www.mch.org.uk)
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How American Muslims
Really Responded To
September 11

by Riad Z. Abdelkarim
and Jason Erb

As our nation approaches the
one-year anniversary of the Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks, American
Muslimsaround the country will join
their fellow citizens in pausing and
reflecting upon the horrors of that
day and its aftermath. Some media
pundits and other well-known fig-
ures-including notable evangelist
Franklin Graham-have recently ac-
cused Muslims of remaining silent
after the terrorist attacks. Such
charges, which have been covered
widely but superficialy inthemain-
stream media, deserve seriousanaly-
Sis.

Inreality, even acursory review
of pressrel eases, newspaper articles,
opinion pieces, and internet websites
revealsthat Mudlimswere uniformly
shocked, saddened, and outraged at
the vicious attack on our own soil-
and they did not hesitate to voice
their unequivocal condemnation. In
fact, American Muslim and Arab-
American organizations and leaders
were among the first to react in an
organized fashion to condemn the
terrorist attacks on that very same
day, long before it became clear that
individual s calling themselvesMus-
limswereinvolvedin the attacks.

On September 11, the Council on
American Islamic Relations (CAIR),
the nation’s largest grassroots
American Muslim civil rights and
advocacy group, distributed a state-
ment which read: “We condemn in
the strongest terms possiblewhat are
apparently viciousand cowardly acts
of terrorism against innocent civil-
ians. We join with all Americansin
caling for the swift apprehension and
punishment of the perpetrators. No
cause could ever be assisted by such
immoral acts. All members of the
Muslim community are asked to of-
fer whatever help they cantothevic-
timsand their families. Muslim medi-
cal professionals should go to the
scenes of the attacksto offer aid and
comfort to thevictims.”

CAIR aso issued an dert to the
Musdlim community on September 11,
urging that the following additional
actions be taken: “Muslim relief
agencies should contact their coun-
terpartsto offer support in therecov-
ery efforts. Individual Muslims
should donate blood by contacting
the local office of the Red
Cross...They should also send do-
nations to those relief agencies that
are on the scene of the attacks.”

Similarly, theMuslim Public Af-
fairs Council (MPAC) issued thefol-
lowing unequivocal statement: “We
feel that our country, the United
States, is under attack. All Ameri-
cans should stand together to bring
the perpetratorsto justice. Wewarn
against any generalizationsthat will
only serveto help the criminals and
incriminate the innocent. We offer
our resources and resolveto help the
victimsof theseintolerable acts, and
we pray to God to protect and bless
America”

And in a September 11 letter to
President Bush, community leaders

stated: “American Musglims, who un-
equivocally condemned today’s ter-
rorist attacks on our nation, call on
youto alert fellow citizensto thefact
that now isatimefor al of usto stand
together in the face of this heinous
crime.” Thisletter wassigned by the
leaders of CAIR, MPAC, the Ameri-
can Muslim Alliance, the American
Muslim Council, the Muslim Ameri-
can Society, the Islamic Society of
North America, the Islamic Circle of
North America, the Muslim Alliance
inNorth America, and American Mus-
limsfor Jerusalem. These groupsrep-
resent most of the seven million Mus-
limsinthe United States.

Muslims abroad were also un-
equivocal in their condemnation of
the attacks. The 57 member Organi-
zation of Islamic Conferenceissued a
communiqué stating: “The Confer-
ence strongly condemned the brutal
terror acts that befell the United
States....It further reaffirmed that
these terror acts ran counter to the
teachings of the divine religions as
well asethical and humanvalues....”

In the West Bank thousands of
Palestinians attended candlelight vig-
ilsto expresstheir grief and solidarity
with the victims of the attacks, and
Palestinian school children observed
fiveminutesof silence. InTehran, Iran
(one third of the President’s pro-
claimed “axisof evil”), themain soc-
cer stadium observed one minute of
silence in sympathy with the victims
of the attacks.

Despite the unanimous and vocal
condemnationsby American Muslim
and Arab-American group and lead-
ers nationwide, some in our country
were not satisfied. In subsequent
weeks and months, numerous unsub-
stantiated references appeared in
newspaper opinion columns and on
television talk showsabout American
Muslims' alleged “silence” after the
terrorist attacks. Such claims were
clearly not based on facts, but rather
were the products of either outright
ignorance—whichisinexcusable—or
deliberate defamation by some with
thinly-veiled Islamophobic agendas
—whichisutterly deplorable.

This accusation of silence in the
face of the September 11 attacks is
now coupled with increasingly ag-
gressive rhetoric about 1slam being
an“evil” religionand Mudimsa*“fifth
column.” Effortsto even teach about
Islamin public schools and universi-
tiesare now routinely attacked if they
do not focus on the most extreme in-
terpretations. When Muslims try to
correct uninformed statements about
Idam, wearelabeled apologists. Open
and honest discussion about Islamin
the publicisincreasingly silenced by
the bigoted attacks of individualslike
Franklin Graham, who recently called
for Muslimsto apologizefor the 9/11
attacks.

While Muslimsjoin most Ameri-
cansin seeking unity and solacewith
their fellow citizens, some Americans
are sowing seeds of hatred and igno-
rance. As Americans we are all con-
fronted by anumber of daunting chal-
lengesthat we must facetogether, in-
cluding concentrated efforts to tear

A guessing game

By: Mohamed El Sayed Said

Do President Bush’smost recent
statements, as interpreted in the
American press, suggest that thewar
on Iraq is now on hold? Or do they
mean the opposite? Perhapsthe only
certain thing is that we will spend a
great deal more time making “in-
formed” guesses about the likeli-
hood, or not, of war.Thewhole proc-
essis based on leaksto the press by
senior figures in the Pentagon and
other relevant departments or agen-
cies. So systematic are the leaks, so
ubiquitous their reporting, that one
can only assume they have them-
selves become a policy tool. Their
real purposeisto manipulatethe psy-
chological and political climateinside
and outside Irag. This plethora of
pressleaksoutlining battle plansand
military exercises aims at inducing

y Irag to
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war, especially s might
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wreckthe fragile the war
: against
American 54 i
economy_" certain,
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in Washington’sinterest to pressure
Irag to behavein such away asmight
serve American war plans.One of the
spin-off benefits of the leaks, from
the Pentagon’s point of view, isthat
they might also deceive the Iragis,
serving as a cover for therea inve-
sion plan, forcing Iraq to deploy its
forcesintheway America smilitary
planners want. A secondary, but no
less important goal, is to ready re-
gional and international actors to
jump on the war bandwagon. Taking
the hidden agenda of the leaks, as
well as official statements, into ac-
count, it would be foolhardy to leap
to definitive conclusions. Suchisthe
confusion that a recent, informal
meeting in Washington of Arab ob-
servers, including ambassadors and
seasoned reporters, was split down
the middl e between those convinced
that war isinevitable and those who
rule out or play down any impend-
ing American aggression.From those
who see war as inevitable came the
following arguments: the Bush ad-
ministration is infatuated with the
idea of launching a war to oust
Saddam Hussein; the long prepara-
tion of American public opinion for
war isunlikely to have beenfor noth-
ing; the administration has taken a
strategic decision to curb Arab radi-
calism once and for all; the most re-
cent pollsreveal 70 per cent support
for the idea of war against Iraq; the
hawks within the administration are
in the ascendant, not only on theis-
sue of Irag but also on Iran and Pal-

estine, whilethose hostileto theidea
of war against Irag are now aminor-
ity within Congress.A formidablelist
of points. Those less sure, though,
argue that there is no guarantee of
an easy military victory against Iraq
and that, should there be any ques-
tion of Iraq actually

tainly no one has yet been able to
produce any conclusive proof link-
ing lIrag with international
terrorism.Yet if the arguments ban-
died by the Arab observerswho met
aredifficult to choose between, there
can be no denying that within the

possessing weapons of TGREEY

mass destruction then
any invasion could
cost a vast number of
Americanlivesltisthis
latter point, along with
other, logistical consid-
erations, that is re-
ported as being the rea-
son the American mili-
tary remains cool about
any invasion. Yet Iraq's
assumed possession of
weapons of mass de-
struction is the argu-
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ment most used by the

pro-war camp both inside and out-
side the administration.Social and
economic factorsmay also conspire
to make war less, rather than more
likely. Itisargued, for example, that
the cost of the war, especially one
that lacksany clear exit strategy, may
wreck thefragile American economy.
Thefactionalism and weaknesses of
the Iragi opposition are also well
known, and the recent meetings be-
tween the opposition and state de-
partment planners merely served to
reinforce such impressions.Perhaps
the most important argument, politi-
cally speaking, made by those who
remain unsure about the inevitabil-
ity of an attack, is the lack of any
legitimate reason for invading Iraq
and ousting Saddam. Certainly,
growing oppositionto thewar within
the Labor Party inthe UK- the Brit-
ish government’sown lawyers have
advised that any invasion of Irag
would beillegal under international
law- has caused alarm bells to ring
among American experts. And cer-

American press, in the nation’s op-
ed columns, there has been a snow-
ball effect with theideaof launching
a war against Iraq having steadily
gained momentum sincethetoppling
of the Taliban, however false the
premises that the writers use are.
Meanwhile, the Bush administration
remains in desperate need of a con-
vincing political framefor any inva-
sion decision, which is why it has
been reduced to using systematic
leaks as apolicy tool. The ploy will
pay-off if the Iragi regime is goaded
into behaving foolishly, either within
Iraq or beyond its borders, thus pro-
viding Washington with the excuses
it is seeking to invade, and to make
that invasion palatable to its more
hesitant partners.

[Dr. El-Sayed Said is the deputy direc-
tor of the Al-Ahram Center for Political
and Strategic Sudies, Cairo, Egypt. He is
also the editor-in-chief of the Arab Strate-
gic Report since 1994, and the editor-in-
chief of Rwaq Arabi (a periodical special-
ized in human rights).]

Source: www.ahram.org.eg/weekly

usapart fromwithin. Bigotsseemto
be the biggest winners in the post-
September 11 environment. |f they
win, thenweall lose.

[Riad Z. Abdelkarim, MD, is Western
Region Communications Director and
Jason Erb is Governmental Relations Di-
rector for the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), the nation’s largest
grassroots American Muslim civil rights
and advocacy group.]

First ever Muslim MP in New Zealand

Reported by Tarek Fatah

Intherecent electionsin New Zealand, the left-wing Labour Party won
amajority, and among the winning parliamentariansfrom the winning party,
wasthefirst ever Muslim elected to the New Zealand Parliament.

Aziz Choudhary, who migrated to New Zealand from Pakistan, made
history yesterday when he took the oath of office by swearing allegiance

on the Quran.

Professor Choudhary isaPhD in Agricultural Engineering and teaches
scientificresearchin agricultural and natural resource engineering at Massey
University. As Chairperson of Palmerston North Labour Party, this Paki-
stani-Kiwi has been active in the politics of his adopted country since he

arrived there in the mid-seventies.

Professor Aziz Choudhary hastraveled widely to promote New Zealand
education, consultancy, represent NZ and trade organizations, and as a
guest lecturer. He hasworked for many National and International agencies
including United Nations Industrial Development Organization, United
Nations Devel opment Programme, and the Economic and Social Commis-
sionfor Asiaand Pacific. Hiswork asascientist hastaken himto USA, UK,
China, Philippines, Iran, Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia,
Uzbekistan and his country of birth—~Pakistan.

However, Dr. Choudhary isnot the only prominent Muslim or Pakistani
inNew Zealand. Khalid *Billy’ Ibadullah who opened for the Pakistani Test
Cricket team in the sixties, also settled in the South Pacific nation decades
ago and is avery well known sports broadcaster.
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Toronto Imam
dies at 66

Reported by Abdul Hai Patel

With regret we announce the
death of an Icon of Toronto Imam
Said Zafar at theageof 66. Heserved
Muslim Community in Canada for
over 40years. Heservedaslmamin
Toronto when no one was available
to perform Nikah or Idamic burial and
later aslmam in Windsor from 1968-
1970. Hewasthefounding member
of Islamic Foundation, Idamic Propa:
gation Centre (Now Cooper Magjid),
Islamic Council of Imams-Canada,
MSA of UofT and MSA National,
ISNA among many institutions in
North America.

May Allah bless his soul and
grant him comfort in the grave and
access to Jannatul Firdaus without
reckoning.. Ameen.

Heissurvived by hiswife Sabine,
son Shahin, and three daughters.

Salatul Janaza was held at Jami
Mosque after Zuhr on Saturday Au-
gust 24.

Agent Suspended
For Anti-Muslim
Slur

DETROIT (AP, 9/8/2002) — A
Secret Service agent who admitted
he scrawled anti-Muslim statements
on aprayer calendar during asearch
will be suspended for six monthswith-
out pay, a federal prosecutor said
Friday.

USAttorney Jeffrey Collinssaid
the agent won’t face criminal
charges. He said the suspension,
which amountsto afinancial loss of
about $40,000, and other sanctions
were greater punishment than any
misdemeanour charge would have
been.

On July 18, federal agents
searched the Dearborn home of Omar
Shishani, who has pleaded innocent
to smuggling $12 million in bogus
cashier’s checks into the United
States.

Members of Shishani’s family said
they discovered after the search that “Is-
lamisEvil” and“ ChristisKing” had been
written on the calendar.

The agent, identified only as a 10-
year veteran, will be transferred out of
the Eastern District of Michigan and has
written a letter of apology to Shishani
and hisfamily.

“\We're satisfied with the decision,”
said Hodan Hassan, a spokeswoman for
the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions, which had asked Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft to investigate. “And
we hope that the punishment meted out
would beasignal to othersthat such big-
otry would not be tolerated.”

Canadian Muslims speak
regarding life after 9/11

The Ottawa-based Council on
American Islamic Relations
CANADA, held a press conference
on Thursday, September 5th, 2002,
to publish and discuss the results of
itsrecent survey, “ Canadian Muslims
One Year after 9/11.”

The first of its kind, the survey
results provide a window into the
Canadian Muslim community one
year after September 11th. The sur-
vey addresses topical issues such as
changesinthequality of life, theim-
pact and scope of discrimination,
outreach efforts by Canadians in
general, and media reporting. Ac-
cording to the results of the survey
by anational Islamic anti-discrimina-
tion and advocacy group, amajority
(60 percent) of Canadian Muslims
say they experienced biasor discrimi-
nation sincethe 9/11 terrorist attacks.
A similar number (61 percent) also
experienced kindness or support
from friends or colleagues of other
faiths.

The survey, published by the
Council on American-lslamic Rela-
tionsCANADA (CAIR-CAN), polled
296 Mudimsfrom across Canadaand
isintended to provide awindow into
thelivesof Canadian Muslim during
the last year.

Surveys were e-mailed to Mus-
lim individuals and organizations
nationwide and were made available
at local events, conferences and lec-
tures.

Other survey results include the
following:

* A large number of respondents
(82 percent) said they knew of afel-
low Muslim who experienced dis-
crimination.

* 33 percent of respondents said
that their liveschanged for theworse,
39 percent said they experienced no
change, and 22 percent said their
lives changed for the better.

* Those who indicated that their
lives changed for the better cited

becoming more committed Muslims,
being presented with opportunitiesto
remedy stereotypes about Islam and
becoming more involved in commu-
nity affairs.

 Those who indicated that their
lives changed for the worse felt dis-
liked by fellow Canadians, were sub-
jected to rude and hostile behaviour,
faced emotional distress, and were
concerned about the safety of them-
selvesand their families.

» The most frequent forms of bias
wereverbal abuse, religiousor ethnic
profiling, and workplace discrimina-
tion.

« 56 percent of respondents said
that the media have grown more hi-
ased against Islam and Muslimswhile
13 percent said that coverage im-
proved.

 Respondents felt that the most
biased outlets were those owned by
Canwest: the National Post, Globa
and the Ottawa Citizen.

* CBC, the Toronto Star, and the
Globeand Mail were named asmedia
outletsworthy of praisefor their cov-
erage.

« 24 percent rated Prime Minister
Jean Chretien’s interaction with the
Muslim community aspoor, and afur-
ther 45% said he was below average.

 Respondentscriticized the Prime
Minister for his indifference to the
Muslim community and his lack of
clear action against the wave of anti-
Muslim hate. He was praised for im-
mediately condemning acts of terror-
ism.

Half of the respondents hailed
from Ontario (which ishometo more
than half of Canada’'s Muslims) with
significant representation from Que-
bec, Manitobaand Alberta. Respond-
ents from other provinces included
Saskatchewan, Newfoundland, Nova
Scotia, and PE.I.

There are an estimated 600 000
Muslimsin Canadaand some 1.2 bil-
lionworldwide.

Medical Human Rights Abuse in Turkey

(3/7/2002) — Doctors Worl dwide supports the decision of Turkish Human rights
organisations to take Istanbul University Hospital’s administrators to court over the
death of 72-year-old Medine Ercan last week.

Hospital administratorsat the hospital had denied the serioudly ill lady life-saving
dialysisbecause they insisted thisfrail lady reproduce her medical card but without a

headscarf.

This inhuman act, in direct contravention of the Geneva Declaration came as a
direct result of adecision made by the University Chancellor only afew weeksearlier.
The university hospital thus became the sole hospital in Turkey to deny treatment to
any women simply for wearing a headscarf on their medical card.

Hospital doctors were forced to turn the lady away, despite her grave condition,
as they feared repercussions from the administration if they treated her.

Doctors Worldwide (www.doctorsworldwide.org) also urges the Turkish Gov-

ernment to intervene and halt thisdraconian and ultimately fatal decision made by the

University.

Jewish Podiatrist
Charged, Mosques
Target

FLORIDA (UPI, 24/8/2002) —
One day after a stash of rocket
launchers, antipersonnel minesand
plastic explosiveswas sei zed, aJew-
ish podiatrist has been accused to
planning to attack 50 mosques and
Islamic centers, The TampaTribune
reported Saturday.

Federal agents say they found
a“missiontemplate” with detailson
how to destroy an Islamic educa-
tion center in the home Robert
Goldstein shareswith hiswife.

In the plan, agents say
Goldstein uses a derogatory term
to describe the Muslims he hoped
tokill, and there was areferenceto
placing napalm under adirt road as
part of a contingency plan to hold
off any policeofficersarriving at the
center.

“Set timersfor approximately 15-
20 minutesto allow for enoughtime
to get out of the area, but to con-
firm explosions has been success-
ful,” readsthesmall printintheplan,
which was attached to the federa
complaint filed against Goldstein,
the Tribune reported. “Hand to
hand (combat) is unlikely but be
prepared to liquidate [Muslims] up
close,” is another entry in the al-
leged bombing plan.

State Judge Finds
That Islamic
PromiseIs Valid
Contract

NEWARK, NJ(AP, 2/8/2002) —
Just before she was married at her
parent’'shomesix yearsago, Houida
Saadeh and her groom, Zuhair
Odatalla, signed their Islamic mar-
riage license. It included the terms
of thetraditional gift agroom makes
to hisbride.

Thoseterms, knownasa*“mahr”
agreement, said Odatallawas obli-
gated to pay “prompt one golden
pound coin; postponed ten thou-
sand US dollars.” During the cer-
emony, he handed Saadeh a gold
coin. Eight days later, they were
also marriedinacivil ceremony. In
October 1999, the couple separated
and the $10,000 Saadeh believed
she was due from the mahr agree-
ment became part of the divorce
l[awsuit.

Now, alandmark ruling by astate
judge found that the traditional
promiseisfair gamefor civil authori-
ties, and that Odatalla should pay.
The ruling on the clash of secular
law with thereligious custom of the

Postage Stamp
Celebrating Muslim
Holiday To Be Re-
Issued

WASHINGTON, DC (PR
Newswire, 12/8/2002) — The US
Postal Serviceispleased to announce
that the Eid postage stamp will bere-
issued on Oct. 10, 2002, at the cur-
rent First-Classrate of 37 cents.

A 34-cent Eid stamp wasfirstis-
sued on Sept. 1, 2001, at the annual
Islamic Society of North America's
convention in Des Plaines, Ill. The
new version will be available begin-
ning Oct. 10 at Washington, DC post
officesand at post offices acrossthe
country starting the following day.

“Thisis aproud moment for the
Postal Service, the Muslim commu-
nity, and Americansin general aswe
re-issue a postage stamp to honour
and commemoratetwo important Is-
lamic celebrations,” said Azeezaly S.
Jaffer, Vice President, Public Affairs
and Communications for the Postal
Service. “The Eid stamp helps us
highlight the business, educational
and social contributions of the esti-
mated six to seven million Muslims
in this country whose cultural herit-
age has become an integral part of
thefabric of thisnation...”

The Eid stamp, designed by Mo-
hammed Zakariyaof Arlington, VA,
features the Arabic phrase “Eid
Mubarak” in gold calligraphy on a
blue background. English text onthe
stampsreads*EID GREETINGS...”

mahr isbelieved to bethefirstin New
Jersey, and only one of a handful
around the nation.

The judge agreed with Saadeh
that the court could intervene with-
out violating the constitutional sepa-
ration of church and state. Superior
Court Judge John E. Selser 111 rea-
soned he did not have to interpret
any religiousdoctrineto maketheex-
husband pay up...

“1 think if courts are used to en-
forceagreementsin awidevariety of
contractual issues, | think thisisap-
propriate,” said Ibrahim Hooper,
spokesman for the Council on Ameri-
can Idamic Relationsin Washington,

The ruling is aso important be-
cause a mahr is part of all Islamic
marriage contracts, Saadeh’slawyer
said. Abed Awad estimated thereare
about 1 million such contractsin the
United States...

“With this decision, | believe it
will makeit easier for wivesto recover
their rightful mahr. Inaddition it will
give religious clerics more teeth for
enforcement,” Awad said.




The Ambition, Rejab-Sha' ban 1423 / September—October 2002

11

TheFirst Journal for Young Muslimsin Canada

Hundreds Missing
In India May Have
BeenKilled

AHMEDABAD, INDIA (Reuters,
21/8/2002) - Nearly 500 Muslimsre-
ported missing after India’'s worst
religiousriots in adecade may have
actually been killed becausethereis
no trace of them six monthslater, pri-
vate groups said on Wednesday.

Officials say more than 1,000
people, mostly Muslims, died in a
wave of revenge killings in Gujarat
after asuspected Muslim mob burned
atrainwith 59 Hindu activistsin Feb-
ruary. Human rights groups put the
toll from theriotsat morethan 2,000.

“Five hundred people missing
after the riots have all been killed,”
saild Mohsin Qadri, head of Citizen
Relief Service, a charity group in
Gujarat.

The recovery of two skeletons
earlier this week from a drain in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat’s largest city
that bore the brunt of theviolence, is
proof that the people said to be miss-
ing were slaughtered and their bod-
ies concealed, they said.

The government said that 377
people went missing after the riots
on the basis of complaintsfiled with
police. But non-governmental or-
ganizations peg the number at
around 500.

“The recovery (of the skeletons)
only underlines what we have been
saying all through,” Qadri said.

The skeletons recovered earlier
this week from the Muslim-domi-
nated old quarter of Ahmedabad were
those of two Muslim youth who went
missing on February 28, when ma-

UN Official: China
Using ‘War On
Terrorism’ To Crush
Dissent

BEIJING (AR, 20/8/2002) — The
top UN human rights official said
Tuesday that she worriesthat China
isusing the post-Sept. 11 war on ter-
rorism asan excuseto widen acrack-
down onMudlim minoritiesand mem-
bers of the banned Falun Gong spir-
itual movement.

Inthepast year, Chinahas passed
laws that appear to increase the au-
thorities' powersof arrest and deten-
tion, said UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Mary Robinson. She
said the government has renewed an
anti-crime campaign that speeds up
trialsand widensthe use of the death
penalty.

Targets of thenew measureshave
been Falun Gong members and
Uighur minoritiesin Xinjiang, ares-
tive, predominantly Mudlimregionin
China’s northwest, she said.

“For the Uighur population and
aso for Falun Gong members, this
has meant that the climate is harsher
and tougher,” the former Irish presi-
dent told reporters during her last
official trip to Chinabefore she steps
down next month...

rauding Hindu mobs hacked and
torched alive scores of Muslims.

“1 think thisisonly the beginning.
Therewould be much more coming,”
said Cedric Prakash, a Jesuit priest
heading the Center for Human
Rights, Justice and Peace.

Mandela To Observe Fatah Leader’s Trial

(The Guardian, 15/8/2002) — In amajor embarrassment to I srael, Nelson
Mandela has agreed to observe the trial of a Palestinian leader formally
indicted yesterday on charges of murder and terrorism.

A lawyer for Marwan Barghouti, amember of the Palestinian legidative
council and secretary general of the Fatah movement in the West Bank,
reveal ed he had been in South Africalast week to invite the former president

tothetrial.

“He said he was enthusiastic about coming,” Khader Shkirat said. He
quoted South Africa’s most famous political prisoner as saying: “What is
happening to Barghouti is exactly the same as what happened to me. The
government tried to de-legitimise the African National Congress and its
armed struggle by putting meontrial...”

Greyhound Again
Profiles Muslim Bus
Passenger

Traveler removed from bus in
Ohio after driver notesMuslimname
WASHINGTON, DC (30/7/2002)
— CAIRiscalling for ameeting with
Greyhound LinesInc. following what
it says is the second case of anti-
Musdlim profiling within amonth.
The latest incident involved a
Muslim passenger from Pennsylva-
niawho told CAIR he was removed
from a Greyhound bus early Sunday
during astopover in Cincinnati, Ohio,
after the driver made note of his ob-
viously Muslim name. (The man’s
last nameis*Muhammad.”)
The40-year-old African-Ameri-
can passenger, who was traveling
with his wife from Philadelphia to
Nashville, says he moved to one of
the front seats of the bus during the
stopover, but was told he could not
sit directly behind the driver. (The
Muslim passenger, who ison disabil-
ity because of injuriesresulting from
an industrial accident, wished to sit
in the front seat to
stretch out be-
cause of pain in
his knees. The
man’s wife wore
Islamic attire.) He
was given permis-
siontomovetothe
front seat across
theisle.

The driver
then began taking
tickets from the
passengers, be-
ginningintheback
of the bus. When
he reached the
Musdlim passenger,
he allegedly
looked at the Is-
lamic nameon the
ticket, said it out
loud, and then told
the passenger he
had to moveagain.
(No other passen-
ger names were
verbalized.)

When ques-
tioned as to why
he was being
asked to move for
the second time,
the driver brought
a supervisor who
told the passenger
all the front seats
were reserved for
handicapped
travelers. The
Muslim passenger
informed the su-
pervisor that heis

handicapped, but agreed nonethe-
lessto moveto hisoriginal seat.

At that point, the driver left the
bus and summoned a police officer
who told the Muslim passenger he
would haveto |eave the bus because
of an“dltercation” with thedriver. As
the passenger was leaving the bus,
the driver allegedly threw his ticket
onthefloor. The passenger wasthen
forced to wait three hours for a sec-
ond bus.

Inasimilarincident on June 29, a
Muslim passenger from New York
was kicked off abusin Washington,
DC, apparently because of his faith
and ethnicity. He wastold that other
passengers did not want to travel
with him.

“There appears to be a systemic
problemwith Greyhound and itstreat-
ment of Muslim passengers. The
company needsto meet with Ameri-
can Muslim representatives to ad-
dressthisissuein amanner that will
allow Muslim travelersto feel com-
fortable riding on its buses,” said
CAIR Communications Director
Ibrahim Hooper. He also suggested
acompany-wideaudit of policiesand
training designed to prevent such
incidents from occurring in the fu-
ture.

Hooper added that his group be-
lieves Greyhound's actions violated
the public accommodation clause of
Titlell of theCivil RightsAct of 1964.
That clause states:

“All persons shall be entitled to
the full and equal enjoyment of the
goods, services, facilities, privileges,

Iran Cola
Challenges US
Brands in Saudi
Arab

RIYADH (Reuters, 21/8/2002) -
An Iranian soft drinks firm is cash-
ing in on apopular boycott of Ameri-
can productsin Saudi Arabiaby of-
feringan“lslamic aternative” toUS
brands such as Coca-Colaand Pepsi-
Cola

The Saudi distributor of Zamzam
Cola, named after asacred water well
near the Muslim holy city of Mecca,
said on Wednesday that demand was
three times higher than forecast in
thefirst week the drink went on sale
in the east of the kingdom.

“The campaign of boycotting
American products and the good
quality of Zamzam Cola have given
usexcellent sales,” al-Magjarrah Food-
stuffs Establishment general man-
ager Firas Khawajatold Reuters by
telephone.

Popular anger against the United
Statesover itssupport for Israel amid
the Palestinian uprising against Is-
raeli occupation has sparked a cam-
paign to boycott American products
which slashed US exports to Saudi
Arabia by more than 40 percent in
thefirst three months of 2002.

Majarrah said morethan four mil-
lion cans of the soft drink, which also
comesasadiet version, weresoldin
thefirst week.

Thecompany saysitismore con-
cerned about the ability of the Ira-
nian supplier to meet demand when
distribution begins in other parts of
Saudi Arabia...

advantages, and accommaodations of
any place of public accommodation
... without discrimination or segre-
gation on the ground of race, color,
religion, or national origin.”

CAIR hasreceived morethan 200
reportsof profiling by airport and air-
line personnel since the terrorist at-
tacksof September 11, 2001.

More Muslims Home In To Educate

Children

(Washington Times, 29/7/2002) — More Muslim Americans are choos-
ing to home-school their children, making them one of the fastest growing
minority groupswithin the national home-schooling movement.

Muslim parents are educating their children on their own for reasons
common to most home-schooling families: improving academics and con-

trolling social interactions.

The value clash between public-school teachings and Islamic beliefs,
combined with the dearth of Muslim schools in many communities, |eads
many of the parents to educate their children independently, proponents of

the movement say ...

Nationally, Christiansmake up 75 percent of the nearly 2 million children
who are home-schooled, said Brian Ray, president of the Oregon-based
National Home Education Research Ingtitute. But the proportion of minority
groups, including Muslims, choosing to home-school is steadily increas-

ing, hesaid...

The religious context for Muslim home-schooling parents is different
than it is for Christians, but, Mr. Ray said, Muslim parents are like any
others: They want to provide the best possible education for their children.
“The key things being taught to [Muslim] children are different, but the
thing that isvery similar isthat parents care very much about their children,”

he said.

Peace to all.
Submission to
Only One.
That is Islam.

All articles in The Ambition are
well researched.
Being human, we may
overlook something.
If this happens, please call us
and correct our mistakes.
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Russian Forces
Killing Dozens of
Chechens Each
Month

MOSCOW (AFR, 23/7/2002) —
Thehead of atop world rightswatch-
dog on Tuesday accused the Rus-
sian military of killing up to 80
Chechens a month, many of them
young males, via abductions and
murders. “The process by which
young Chechen men are being ab-
ducted and murdered ... isclaiming
more lives than the bombing cam-
paignsof thetwo wars,” said the ex-
ecutivedirector for the I nternational
Helsinki Federation for Human
Rights, Aaron Rhodes.

“1f you look at the evidencefrom
reliable, non-partisan human rights
organizations, between 50 and 80
people are being murdered every
month,” Rhodestold reporterson his
return from a three-day visit to
Chechnya and neighbouring
Ingushetia. Rhodes said that given
Chechnya'srelatively small popula-
tion— estimated at between 300,000
and 600,000, but impossibleto verify
—thescaleof killing in therepublic
is almost unprecedented.

“Thisviolenceison ahuge scale
intheworld context. It isdifficult to
find an analogy tothis,” hesaid. “We
have a very hard time finding such
numbers in other historical cases.”

Russian troops stormed into the
southern republicin October 1999in
asdf-declared anti-terrorist operation
after the predominantly Muslim re-
public in the turbulent north Cauca-
sus won de facto independence in a
first war, which lasted from 1994-96.

Noting that some rights organi-
zation refer to “disappearances,”
Rhodesremarked: “Let’scall aspade
a spade — (disappearance) means
death...”

WAMY Chief Johani Dies In Car Crash

RIYADH (Arab News, 5/8/2002)
— Maneh ibn Hammad Al-Johani,

Israel Set On Tragic
Path, Says Chief
Rabbi

(TheGuardian, 27/8/2002) — Brit-
ain’schief rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, to-
day delivers an unprecedentedly
strong warning to I srael, arguing that
the country is adopting a stance “in-
compatible” with the deepest ideals
of Judaism, and that the current con-
flict with the Palestiniansis* corrupt-
ing” lsragli culture.

In a move that will send
shockwaves through Israel and the
world Jewish community, Professor
Sacks departs from his usual policy
of offering only public endorsement
of lIsrael, and broad support for
moves toward peace, by giving an
explicit verdict on the effect that 35
yearsof military occupation and dec-
ades of conflict are having on Israel
and the Jewish people.

He goes on to speak of being
“profoundly shocked” at the recent
reportsof smiling Isragli servicemen
posing for a photograph with the
corpse of adlain Palestinian. “ There
is no question that this kind of pro-
longed conflict, together with the
absence of hope, generates hatreds
and insensitivities that in the long
run are corrupting to aculture.”

And therightsgroup accused the
West of standing idly by while Rus-
sia— which has emerged as a key
aly inthe US-led “anti- terror” war
— continues its brutal campaign.

“The West is not conducting it-
self properly. It must know what is
happening,” said the Helsinki
group’s representative Vladislav
Weisman.

5,000 copies of The Ambition are printed and
distributed every two months in and around
Toronto, including Burlington, Oakville, Erinmills,
Markham and Richmond Hill. You can pick up your
free copy at many mosques and
Muslim grocery stores.

secretary-general of the World As-
sembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY)
and amember of the Shoura Council,
died yesterday in aroad accident near
the King Khaled International Air-
port. Hewas 60.

Johani was on hisway totheair-
port to take a flight to Jeddah for a
meeting with Prince Abdullah, the
regent. He was admitted to KKIA's
Community Services Hospital where
he succumbed to hisinjuries.

Bomb Errors May
Have

KGB Successor Implicated In Moscow
Bombings

MOSCOW (AP, 26/7/2002) — A former Russian security agent offered
evidence Thursday meant to support his claim that the KGB’s successor,
not Islamic militants, engineered a series of deadly bombings that thrust
Russiainto anew war in Chechnyain 1999.

In avideo link with Britain, where he fled two years ago, Alexander
Litvinenko said he received the evidence in a statement from Achimez
Gochiyayev, who Russia claims was paid $500,000 by a rebel warlord to
organi ze two apartment-building bombingsin Moscow...

A few weeks after thelast of four apartment-building explosionsin Sep-
tember 1999 - two in Moscow and two in southern Russia- President Boris
Yeltsin and hisprime minister, former KGB agent Vladimir Putin, sent Rus-
sian troops into Chechnya. Russian officials blamed the blasts on Chechen
rebels, though rebel leaders denied involvement and suggested the security
service organized them to justify the military campaign. ..

Cost 800
Civilian
Lives

(The Scots-
man, 22/7/2002)
— The US aid
and advocacy
group Global Ex-
change, based
in San Fran-
cisco, claims
survey teams
sent into Af-
ghan villages
have compiled a
list of 812 Af-
ghan civilians
killed in air
strikes.

But more
damaging for
the publicimage
of the Pentagon
may be yester-
day’s report in
the New York
Times. The
newspaper said
its survey of 11
locations put
the death toll at
up to 400 civil-
ians.

The latest
and probably
most notorious
botched bomb-
ing was early
this month. Re-
ports have sug-
gested that gun-
firecelebrating a
wedding in
Oruzgan Prov-
ince was misin-
terpreted by US
warplanes and
Special Forces
troops as anti-
aircraft fire. US
officials have
claimed their
ground forces
operating in the
areacame under
repeated fire.

Whatever
sparked the US
raid, the result
was an American
AC-130 gunship
spewing fire from
theair onfour Af-
ghanvillages. Lo-
cal officials
counted 54 fatali-
ties, mainly
women and chil-
dren.
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Islamic Psychology of the Self

Continued from page 3

tion of lifeisvery smple, and very
simply the mission of Rasoolullah
(The Prophet, pbuh) was to help us
go to Jannah instead of the Naar
[Hell], andin Jannah therearelevels
of happiness. The equation is sim-
ple, therest are just details and con-
sequences, which is why some
scholars say that the purpose/objec-
tives of this deen [way of life] are,
number one Tawheed [Oneness of
Allah], number two tazkiyah [purifi-
cation] and the rest are conse-
guences, what some call an Islamic
civilization. Islamic civilizationisa
consequence of Tawheed which
breeds/generates akhlaaq and that
will lead to acivilization, but to speak
only of the good things externally of
da'wah [inviting to Islam], political/
social activity, of all typesof benefi-
cial activity, to speak about themand
to practice them without this concept
of akhlaaq [inner state reflected in
external actions] then, is like the
empty shell that has nothing inside,
it looks attractive, it may look solid,
but if you press it, it will implode.
Without the core, without a proper
state of the nafs, al of these activi-
tiesarelike that empty shell. That is
why on the Day of Judgment Allah
does not accept the good deeds of a
Mushrik [idolater] because they are
externally good, but they do not ema-
nate from anafsthat is properly pol-

ished. Thisiswhy Allah says, “ But
the Unbelieverstheir deeds are like
a mirage. In sandy deserts, which,
the man parched with thirst mis-
takesfor water; until when he comes
up to it, He finds it to be noth-
ing” (24:39). Another example Allah
givesisthat the actions of such peo-
plewho act well externally but whose
anfus [pl. of nafs] are empty, is that
their actionsarelikeashesinthewind
(14:18), what happensto ashesinthe
wind?— Nothing isleft of them!

In addition to this nafs there is
Shaytaan (devil), and we must believe
in this, not doing so isan act of dis-
belief. Shaytaan is a part of the un-
seen world, and he knows that our
most prized possession is our galb
[spiritual heart], and he hastherefore
made an oath to occupy that galb,
which he does by developing the
three lower anfus, and when wefol-
low those lower stateswefollow our
lower desires, anger, injustice, miser-
liness, and so on. He knows that the
gatesto thefortress called your heart
are your desires, and the very char-
acteristics you choose to have and
therefore invite the devil by! And
Allah has said to the devil that “he
has no authority over His slaves, ex-
cept those who go astray”. When
Shaytaan resides in the heart, then
truth becomes fal sehood, falsehood
becomes truth, or partly so because

theheart isveiled and so knowledge/
judgment becomes obscured, ration-
ally speaking. That iswhy Allah says,
“ Do not obey thosewhose heartsare
oblivious to My remembrance and
who follow their own desires”
(18:28). Ibn Abbas in his commen-
tary on Surah a-Nas (114) says, “The
devil stands on guard watchful over
the heart of the child of Adam so
when the individua isin a state of
negligence, the devil attacks, but
when the ‘abd [slave of Allah] re-
turns to the remembrance of Allah
the devil runs away!”

Developing the exalted akhlaaq
of the Angelic nafs over the other
three lower nafs, avoiding sin, and
indulging inthingsdisliked by Allah
and keeping thetonguein theremem-
brance of Allah are the gates by
which we enter Jannah. Otherwise
the nafs is forsaken; the qalb, the
family, the community, the culture,
and civilization are forsaken. Each
one of us must begin there and con-
tinuethere, and hopefully wewill go
to Allah at the individual level first
and then at the community level with
anafsthat isin astate of balance or
at least close to that.

(Insha’ Allah Ta‘'ala the third part of
this 4-part series appearing in the Nov/
Dec issue of The Ambition, will look at
“ Seven keys to Safeguarding the Self.”)

Is Allah Omnipresent?

Continued from page 1

fromworldly phenomenaisvery dan-
gerous. Thisis because in order to
give avalid example or appropriate
similitude, full knowledge of boththe
objects is necessary, and we do not
have knowledge of thetrue nature of
Allah'sattributes. Allah can give ex-
amplesfor Himself becausehe knows
the true nature of everything, but we
cannot. Hence, Allah commands. “Do
not devise similitude (examples) for
Allah. Allah certainly knows, but you
do not know.”[16:74]

Coming to the questions raised,
there is no direct mention of Allah
being Omni-present in the Holy
Qur’an. However, theQur’ antellsus:
“He iswith you, wherever you are.”
[57:4]

“Thereisneither agossip among
three except that Heisfourth of them,
nor among five except that Heisthe
sixth of them; nor less or more than
these number s except that Heiswith
themwherever they are.” [58:7]

He also told usthat Heis closer
to us than our jugular vein [50:16]
and that when someoneisdying, He
isthere, but we cannot see [56:85].

We cannot determine the exact
nature of Hisbeing with everyoneor
being closer to jugular vein. All we
cansurmiseisthat Heisaround eve-
ryone everywhere in some way that
we cannot understand. Hence, onthe

lllinois Deputy
Wins Right To Hijab

WASHINGTON, DC (6/7/2002)
— Alhamdulillah, praise be to God.
CAIR today applauded adecision by
Illinois Cook County Sheriff’s De-
partment to alow aMudim and aJew-
ish deputy to wear religiously-man-
dated head coverings while on the
job. That decision came after con-
cerned Mudlimsfrom acrossAmerica
contacted the sheriff’s office to re-
guest reasonabl e religious accommo-
dation for the two officers.

Last week, CAIR launched apub-
lic campaign in support of the Mus-
[im deputy who was denied theright
towear an |slamic headscarf at work
since converting to Islamin January
of thisyear. One day after that cam-
paign went public, an Orthodox Jew-
ish deputy was stripped of hispolice
powers and reassigned to clerical
duties after herefused to remove his
yarmulke, or religious skullcap. The
Washington-based |slamic advocacy
group offered to support his accom-
modation request along with that of
hisMuslim colleague.

Both deputieswill cover their re-
ligious head coveringswith adepart-
ment-issued cap or hat.

The Kosher Tax

Continued from page 4

Glads plastic sandwich bagsand she
also said that the (U) meant that the
plastic bags were “kosher” but re-
fused to answer questions concern-
ing paymentsthe Clorox Corporation

“We applaud the decision to of-
fer accommodation and thank all
those who contacted the sheriff’s
department to support the religious
and legal rightsof thetwo deputies,”
said CAIR CommunicationsDirector
I brahim Hooper. “This case demon-
stratesthat issues of religious diver-
sity in theworkplace can be success-
fully resolved if thereismutual good-
will and awillingnessto explorecrea
tive solutions,” said Hooper.

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 prohibitsemployersfromdis-
criminating against individuals be-
causeof their religiousbeliefsor prac-
tices. The act requires employers to
reasonably accommodate the reli-
gious practices of an employee, un-
less to do so would create an undue
hardship. CAIR publishesabooklet,
“AnEmployer’sGuidetoldamic Re-
ligious Practices,” designed to pre-
vent these types of incidents.

Voice of a destitute
and paraplegic person

the specified fund on his treatment.

until 2004.

Please make cheques payable to:
Javed Igbal

Please help J. Igbal, a legal Canadian entrant on a
Mininster's permit who became completely paraplegicin a
car accident. By the Grace of God he survived after long
hospitalization. The insurance company has exhaused all

Now he totally depends on the community for help. He
does not have any access to the OHIP or assistance

Please generously spare even a dollar for him. May God
help you, bless you and reward you in this world and in the
Hereafter. My heartful thanks to those who have donated.

900 Dufferin St., P.O. Box 24147
Toronto, Ont. Canada M6H 4H6
Tel: 416-516-6686

You may send it directly to his bank account
no. 3140340, transit no. 16042-004, TD Bank,
948 St. Clair Ave. W., Toronto, Ont. M6C 1C8

has to make in order to be able to
print the (U) on their products.

What we learned next, pretty
much floored me personaly. | learned
that major food companies through-
out America actually pay a Jewish
Tax amounting to hundreds of mil-
lion of dollars per year in order to
receive protection.

This hidden tax gets passed, of
course, to all non-Jewish consumers
of the products. The scam is to co-
erce the companiesto pay up or suf-
fer the consequences of a Jewish
boycott. Jewish consumers have
learned not to buy any kitchen prod-
uct that does not have the (U), the
(K), and other similar markings.

Another shocker was learning
who isactually behind these sophis-
ticated “Kosher Nostra Scams.” It
turns out that the perpetrators of
these elaborate extortion schemesare
actually Rabbinical Councilsthat are
set up, not just in the U.S. but in
other western countries as well. For
example, thelargest PayolaOperation
in the U.S. is run by those who li-
censethe (U) symbol, that provides
protection for many products sold
here in Aztlan and in the United
States. This symbol is managed by
The Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations with headquarters at 333
Seventh Avenuein New York City.

The scamworkslikeawell-oiled
machine and is now generating vast
amountsof funds, some of which are
being utilized by the Union of Ortho-
dox Rabbis to support the Ariel
Sharon Zionist government in Israel.
The website of the Union of Ortho-
dox Jewish Congregationsis full of
pro-lsrael and anti-Pal estinian propa-
ganda.

The “Kosher Nostra’ protection
racket startswhen an Orthodox Rabbi
approaches a company to warn the

owners that unless their product is
certified askosher, or “fit for aJew to
eat”, they will faceaboycott by every
Jew inAmerica. Most, if not al of the
food companies, succumb to the
blackmail because of fear of the Jew-
ish dominated media and a boycott
that may eventually culminate in
bankruptcy. Also, the food compa-
niesknow that the cost can be passed
on to the consumer anyway.

The food companies have kept
secret from the general consumer the
meaning of the (U) and the amount
of money they have to pay the Jew-
ish Rabbis.

It is estimated that the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations,
which manages the (U) symbol pro-
tection racket, controlsabout 85% of
the “Kosher Nostra “ certification
business. They now employ about
1200 Rabbi agents that are spread
through out the U.S. Food compa-
niesmust first pay an exorbitant ap-
plication fee and than alarge annual
fee for the use of the (U) copyright
symbol. Secondly, the companies
must pay separate fees each time a
team of Rabbis shows up to “in-
spect” the company’s operations.

Certain food companies are re-
quiredto hire Rabbisfull timeat very
lucrative salaries. The amount of
money that the non-Jewish consumer
has paid the food companiesto make
up for the hidden Jewish Tax is un-
known, but it is estimated to be in
the billions, since the scam first
started. The Orthodox Jewish Coun-
cils as well as the food companies
keep the amount of the feesvery se-
cret. The Jewish owned Wall Street
Journal wrote about the problem
many years ago, but they have
stopped writing about it now.

Only public awareness concern-
ing the “Kosher Nostra Scam” will

basis of these verses of the Qur’an,
itsnot Kufr or Shirk to say that Allah
is everywhere. However, it is better
to say, as the Qur’an has said, that
Heiswith everyone, wherever aper-
sonis.

As far as His being present at
dirty placesisconcerned, itisan ex-
ample that we should refrain from
using because Allah has prohibited
us from doing so due to the lack of
our knowledge and understanding.

The expression that Allah’s
knowledge is present everywhereis
absolutely meaningless phrase. In-
deed Allah's knowledge is perfect,
ultimate, infinite and eternal and it
coverseverything inthe universe, but
itiswith Allah, not residing anywhere
separately from Him. It doesnot seem
to makeany senseto say “Hisknowl-
edge is present everywhere.” We
should not devise our own phrase-
ology for Allah. Let us use only the
expression Allah uses for Himself,
such as: “His knowledge encom-
passes everything”; “He is knower
of everything.”

However, there is one concept
that isreally a concept of Shirk and
Kufr which has, unfortunately, found
itsway into beliefs of some sections
of Sufis. That concept is called
“Wahdatul-wajood” or a theory of
‘single entity.” It is described as
“Everything is Him.” According to
that misleading, false and satanic
theory, everythinginthisuniverseis
part and parcel of Allah (swt) — part
of asingleentity, whichisAllah; eve-
rything we see, everything that ex-
ists, including ourselves, is consti-
tuted of Allah himself.

This theory contradicts the very
basic tenets of 1slam and essentially
renders all 1slamic teachings mean-
ingless. The concept of good, bad,
reward and punishment all become
incomprehensible because according
to this way of thinking any concept
of recompensewould mean Allahre-
warding and punishing Himself. It
also negates Allah’'s creative pow-
ers because it suggests that Allah
has apportioned himself in different
shapes, not really created them. The
fact Allah hasvery clearly told usis
that He has created everything from
nothing, quite distinct from Hisown
Being.

eventually help stop this swindle of
the American consumer.
[Thearticlewas publishedinLa
Voz de Aztlan, Los Angeles, Alta
Californiain April thisyear, and was
sent to The Ambition by e-mail.]

Pointers!

Don't put a question mark
where Allah puts a period.

Are you wrinkled with
burden? Come to the
mosque for a face-lift.

When praying, don't give
Allah instructions — just
report for duty.
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Continued from page 1

in the 1940sin America. Now, as a
nation, we may be transcending it,
turning to a more inclusive
“Abrahamic” view.

In January, President Bush
grouped mosqueswith churchesand
synagoguesin hisinaugural address.
A few days later, when he posed for
photographers at a meeting of sev-
eral dozen religious figures, the
Shi’ iteimam Muhammad Qazwini, of
Orange County, Calif., stood directly
behind Bush’'s chair like a presiding
angel, dressed in the robes and tur-
ban of his south Iragi youth.

Idamisdemocraticin spirit. Is-
lam advocates the right to vote and
educate yourself and pursue a pro-
fession. The Qur’'an, on which Is-
lamic law isbased, enjoins Muslims
to govern themselves by discussion
and consensus. In mosques, thereis
no particular priestly hierarchy. With
Islam, eachindividual isresponsible
for the condition of her or his own
soul. Everyone stands equal before
God. Americans, who mostly associ-
ate |slamic government with ahand-
ful of tyrants, may find thisindepend-
ent spirit surprising, supposing that
Muslims are somehow redisposed to
passive submission.

Nothing could befurther fromthe
truth. The dictators reigning today
inthe Middle East are not the result
of Islamic principles. They are more
aresult of global economics and the
aftermath of European colonialism.
Meanwhile, likeeveryone else, aver-
age Muslims the world over want a
larger say in what goes on in the
countries where they live. Those in
Americamay actually succeed init.
Inthisway, Americaiscloser in spirit
to Islam than many Arab countries.

| dam containsan attractivemys-
tical tradition. Mysticism is
grounded intheindividual searchfor
God. Where better to do that thanin
America, land of individualists and
spiritual seekers?

And who might better benefit
than Americans from the centuries-
long tradition of teachers and stu-
dentsthat characterizeldlam. Surpris-
ing as it may seem, America’s best-
selling poet dujour isaMuslim mys-
tic named Rumi, the 800-year-old Per-
sian bard and founder of the Mevlevi
Path, knownin the West asthe Whirl-
ing Dervishes. Even book packagers

Islam: The Next American Religion?

arenow rushing himinto print to meet
and profit from mainstream demand
for thisvisionary.

Translators as various as Robert
Bly, Coleman Barks,and Kabir and
Camille Helminski have produced
dozensof booksof Rumi’sverseand
have only begun to bring his enor-
mous output before the English-
speaking world. This is a concrete
poetry of ecstasy, where physical
reality and the longing for God are
joined by flashes of metaphor and
insight that continue to speak across
the centuries.

Islam isegalitarian. From New
York to California, the only houses
of worship that are routinely inte-
grated today are the approximately
4,000 Muslim mosqgues. That is be-
cause Islam is redicated on a level
playing field, especially when it
comes to standing before God. The
Pledge of Allegiance (one nation,
“under God”) and Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address (all people are
“created equal”) expressthemesthat
arealso basicto Islam.

Islam is often viewed as an ag-
gressive faith because of the concept
of jihad, but thisisactually amisun-
derstood term Because Muslimsbe-
lievethat God wantsajust world, they
tend to be activists, and they empha-
sizethat peopleare equal before God.
These are two reasons why African
Americans have been drawn in such
large numbers to Islam. They now
compriseabout one-third of all Mus-
limsin America

Meanwhile, thisegalitarian streak

- aso playsitself out in relations be-

tween the sexes. Muhammad, Idam’s
prophet, actually was a reformer in
hisday. Following theQur’ an, helim-
ited the number of wivesaman could
have and strongly recommended
against polygamy.

TheQur’an laid out aset of mar-
riage laws that guarantees married
women their family names, their own
possessions and capital, the right to
agree uponwhomthey will marry, and
theright toinitiatedivorce. Inldam’s
early period, womenwere profession-
alsand property owners, asincreas-
ingly they aretoday. None of thismay
seem obvious to most Americans
because of cultural overlaysthat at
times make Islam appear to be are-
pressivefaith toward women—»but if
you look more closely, you can see
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theegalitarian streak preservedinthe
Qur’ an, finding statement in contem-
porary terms. Intoday’sIran, for ex-
ample, morewomen than men attend
university, and in recent local elec-
tionsthere, 5,000 womenran for pub-
licoffice.

| lam sharesAmerica’ snewin-
terest in food purity and diet. Mus-
lims conduct a month-long fast dur-

ing the holy
month of In today’'s
Ramadan, a |ragn, for ex-

practice that ample, more

o ’;‘ﬁ?g} women than
and even ek MeN - attend
to emulate. | UNIVersity,
happened to and in recent
spend quite a local elections
bitof imewith there, 5,000
a non-Muslim women ran for
friend during public office.

Ramadan this

year. After amonth of being exposed
to apracticethat brings some annual
control to human consumption, my
friend let me know, in January, that
he was “doing a little Ramadan” of
his own. | asked what he meant.
“Well, I’'m not drinking anything or
smoking anything for at least a
month, and I’'m going off coffee.”
Given thisfriend’s normal intake of
coffee, | could not believe my ears.
Muslims aso observe dietary laws
that restrict thekind of meat they can
eat. These laws require that the per-
mitted, or halal, meat ispreparedina
manner that emphasizes cleanliness
and a humane treatment of animals.
These laws ride on the same trends
that have made organic foods so
popular.

Ilam istolerant of other faiths.
Like America, IsSlam hasahistory of
respecting other religions. In
Muhammad’s day, Christians,
Sabeans, and Jews in Muslim lands
retained their own courts and en-
joyed considerable autonomy. As
Islam spread east toward India and
China, it came to view Zoroastrian-
ism, Hinduism, and Buddhism asvaid
paths to salvation. As Islam spread
north and west, Judaism especially
benefited. The return of the Jews to
Jerusalem, after centuries as out-
casts, only came about after Mus-
lims took the city in 638. The first
thing the Muslims did there was to
rescue the Temple Mount, which by
then had been turned into a garbage
heap.

Today, of course, the long dis-
cord between Isragl and Palestine has
acquired harsh religious overtones.
Yet thefact remainsthat thisisabat-
tlefor real estate, not awar between
two faiths. Islam and Judaism revere
the same prophetic lineage, back to
Abraham, and no amount of bullets
or barbed wire can change that. As
The New York Times recently re-
ported, while Muslim/Jewish ten-
sions sometimes flare on university
campuses, lately these same stu-
dentshavefound waysto forge com-
mon links. For onething, thetwo re-
ligionssharesimilar dietary laws, in-
cluding ritual slaughter and a prohi-
bition on pork. Joining forces at
Dartmouth thisfall, thefirst kosher/
halal dining hall isscheduled to open
its doors this autumn. If the Ameri-
can Pilgrims were watching now,
they’d be rubbing their eyes with
amazement. And, becausethey came

here fleeing religious persecution,
they might also understand.

| dam encour agesthe pur suit of
religiousfreedom. ThePFilgrimsland-
ing at Plymouth Rock is not the
world's first story of religious emi-
gration. Muhammad and his little
band of 100 followersfled religious
persecution, too, from Meccain the
year 622. They only survived by go-
ing to Madinah, an oasis afew hun-
dred miles north, where they estab-
lished a new community based on a
religion they could only practice se-
cretly back home. No wonder then
that, in our own day, many Muslims
have come here as pilgrimsfrom op-
pression, leaving places like Kash-
mir, Bosnia, and Kosovo, where be-
ing aMuslim may radically shorten
your life span. When the 20" centu-
ry’slist of emigrant exiles is added
up, it will prove to be heavy with
Muslims, that’sfor sure.

All in all, there seems to be a
deep resonance between |slam and
theUnited States. Although oneisa
world religion and the other isa sov-
ereign nation, both are traditionally
very strong on individual responsi-
bility. Like New Hampshire’smotto,
“LiveFreeor Die,” Americaiswed-
dedtoindividual liberty and an ethic
based on right action. For aMuslim,
spiritual salvation dependson these.
This is best expressed in a popular
saying: "Even when you think God
isn't watching you, act asif heis."

Who knows? Perhapsit won’t be
long now before words like salat
(Muslim prayer) and Ramadan join
karmaand Nirvanain Webster’sDic-
tionary, and Muslimstaketheir place
in America smainstream.

[This article originally ran on
www.beliefnet.com and is republished with
permission. Michael Wolfe's next book,

Taking Back Islam, will be published by
Rodale in the fall of 2002.]

Isra’ and Mi‘raj

Continued from page 1

Allah, and the 5 mandatory daily
prayers were given as a gift to the
Prophet for hisUmmah (all Mudims.)
The Prophet was ascended up to the
7" sky and heavens, where he wit-
nessed anumber of scenesfrom Para-
diseand Hell. These are documented
in a number of the Prophet’s tradi-
tions.

TheMakkanshad ahard timebe-
lieving the Prophet about the jour-
ney. Even anumber of Muslims had
their faith shaken, as they could not
understand how he could have com-
pleted thisjourney in one night. For
the disbelievers, it made them more
stubbornintheir disbelief. But for the
true believers, it only strengthened
their faith. For example, the Proph-
et’s trusted Companion, Abu Bakr
(may Allah be pleased with him)
didn’t flinch when confronted with
thismiracle. Hefirmly believedinit.
It was because of this conviction that
he was given the title “as-Siddiq”
(thetruthful one). Giventoday’sad-
vances in technology, where jumbo
jets can send us across the ocean in
a span of mere hours, how can we
deny thismiracle of travel, especialy
from the Being Who hasno limits, be
it of timeor distance? Aswell, those
who object to the possibility of such
ajourney are forgetting the story of
Prophet Sulayman (peace be upon
him), who lived several centuries
prior to Prophet Mohammed (pbuh).
It was during his lifetime that the
throne of the Queen of Sheba was

transported about 1,500 miles from
her country to his kingdom.

Thisblessed journey isdefinitely
one of great significance for Mus-
lims for its miraculous nature and,
among other things, for itsestablish-
ment of the second crucial pillar in
Isdam: Prayers—fivetimesinaday. It
is also important because it clearly
shows|slam’sconnection to and im-
portancefor Jerusalem and Palestine,
inan erawhereterrorists, zealotsand
fanatics are bent on and have suc-
ceeded in wresting control of the
blessed land from Muslims. May Al-
lah Savethethird holiest mosqueand
the city around it from the impure
clawsof the non-Believers.

The 27" night of Rajab isknown
as “the night of Mi‘rg)” and volun-
tary prayers during this night have
been emphasized by all religious
scholars and Sufis. It should be a
night of special reflection, recitation
of the Qur’ an and prostration by per-
forming “nawaafil.” It's a great op-
portunity to make special Duaa or
supplications — a believer’s special
tool to gain Allah’s forgiveness and
strongest guard against evil. May
Allah let us benefit from this night
every year by making Du' a, asking
forgiveness for our sins, asking for
strength in our faith in order to fol-
low Sunnah of our Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), asking for
beauty and essence in our prayers
[Husn-e-1baadah], asking for Allah’s
bountiesin thisworld and in thelife
Heresfter.

Russia’s Muslim Women Sue For Right
To Wear Headscarf In Passport

(AFP, 19/7/2002) — A Russian court opened hearings Friday into asuit
filed by three Muslim women in the central region of Tatarstan who accuse
the local government of treading on their constitutional rights by barring
them from wearing headscarves in their passport photographs.

The Interfax news agency reported that the unprecedented case opened
in Tatarstan’s capital Kazan with opening statementsfrom the plaintiffswho
cited the Koran in their defence. The defendants, represented by a local
interior ministry officials, argued that headscarves make it impossible to
properly identify awoman in her documents.

Thenext hearing hasbeen set for August 2, Interfax reported from Kazan.

“We understand perfectly well that we cannot tread on religious freedoms.
But ordersareorders,” Galina Fakhrudtinova, in charge of thelocal passport
agency, was quoted as saying by lzvestia earlier this month.

Some 51 percent of Tatarstan’s 3.8 million population are Muslim ethnic

Tatars.
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Back to School...

Farheen W.

As the weather gets a lit-
tle cooler and the days be-
come shorter, we sadly re-
alize that summer is coming
to an end and the seasons
are about to change once
again. With summer ending,
the one thought that looms
in everyone’s mind is: Back to
School.

Children are saddened by
the thought of having to go
back to school. No more late

nights. No more playing out-
side in the daytime. No more
long visits to grandparents
or aunts and uncle’s homes.

But the idea of going
back to school should not
make you sad. You should
view the beginning of the
school year as a brand new
opportunity. An opportunity
to see old friends and make
new ones. An opportunity to
gain more knowledge. An op-
portunity to join in various

Four characters password!

My kids love going to the Web, and they keep track of
their passwords by writing them on Post-it notes.

One day 1 noticed their Disney password was
“MickeyMinnieGoofyPluto,” and so | asked why it was so

long.

“Because,” my son explained, “they say it has to have at

least four characters.”

The total was $18.00

my love costs nothing.

The girl started to cry.

The Girl and Her Mother:

By Safa Maryam Mohammed, Grade 6
Russel D. Barber Public School

One day when a girl came from school she had a
paper in her hand that she showed to her mother. Her
mother looked at her in surprise. This is what it said:
For cutting the grass: $4.00

For babysitting my sister: $2.00

For cleaning my room: $4.00

For setting the table: $4.00

For vacuuming the house: $2.00

In her mind, her mother was flashing through her
memories of when the girl was a baby. Then she took
the hands of her daughter and said:

For changing your diapers: no cost

For cleaning your gushy: no cost

For taking care of you when you were sick: no cost
For keeping monsters from under your bed: no cost
And for so many other things | did for you, altogether

Then she hugged her mother, took the paper and
wrote on itin bold letters: FULLY PAID!

A page from the
Life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)

Will return in the next issue, Insha Allah

activities, such as hockey or
music. And finally, an oppor-
tunity to help others around
you.

Every year, the classes
are filled with both familiar
and unfamiliar faces. While
it is great to see your old
friends and share summer
vacation stories with one
another, don't forget about
the new people. 1T you have
a new student in your class,
try to be his or her friend.
It is scary going to a new
school and not knowing any-
body, and you can make a
person feel more welcome
just by saying hello or ask-
ing them to sit with you at
lunch.

As much as you all dread
schoolwork, school provides
you with an opportunity to
learn about different sub-
jects. Nowhere else will you
be able to learn about so
many new and exciting top-
ics. And if there is something
that is really interesting,
you should ask your teacher
to talk more about it. Or
better yet, go to the library,
research it and present the
facts to your classmates.
Remember, knowledge will
always help you regardless
of where you are.

At school you can join in
all different types of activi-
ties like sports, music,
drama and even chess! Not
only will you have fun, but
you will be able to meet peo-
ple who enjoy the same ac-
tivities that we do. And fun
activities also help to make
school more fun!

Finally, as you enter the
new school year, you can use
this as an opportunity to
help others around you. Per-
haps you are very good in
math and can help a class-
mate who is having trouble
with some math questions.
Or maybe you are good at a
sport and can help another
team member improve his/
her game. Although you
should be proud of yourself
if you are good at something,
Allah will be proud of you if
you share your talents and
help others as well.

So as you head back to
school on September 37,
don't be sad that summer
has ended, but think of all
the good things that you will
do this year and all the fun
you will have with the people
around you. Remember, only
you can make this school
year a success!
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When You Look At Me

By: Suzy Fouad (14 years old)

What do you see when you look at me
Do you see someone limited, or someone free
All some people can do is just look and stare
Simply because they can't see my hair

Others think I am controlled and uneducated
They think that 1 am limited and un-liberated
They are so thankful that they are not me
Because they would like to remain ‘free’

Well free isn't exactly the word I would've used
Describing women who are cheated on and abused
They think that 1 do not have opinions or voice
They think that being hooded isn't my choice
They think that the hood makes me look caged
That my husband or dad are totally outraged

All they can do is look at me in fear

And in my eye there is a tear

Not because I have been stared at or made fun of
But because people are ignoring the one up above

On the day of judgment they will be the fools

Because they were too ashamed to play by
their own rules

Maybe the guys won't think 1 am a cutie

But at least I am filled with more inner beauty

See | have declined from being a guy’s toy
Because | won't let myself be controlled by a boy
Real men are able to appreciate my mind

And aren't busy looking at my behind

Hooded girls are the ones really helping the muslim cause
The role that we play definitely deserves applause

I will be recognized because 1 am smart and bright
And because some people are inspired by my sight

The smart ones are attracted by my tranquility
In the back of their mind they wish they were me
We have the strength to do what we think is right
Even if it means putting up a life long fight

You see we are not controlled by a mini skirt and
tight shirt
We are given only respect, and never treated like dirt

So you see, we are the ones that are free and liberated
We are not the ones that are sexually terrorized
and violated
We are the ones that are free and pure
We're free of STD'’s that have no cure

So when people ask you how you feel about the hood
Just sum it up by saying ‘baby its all good’

HEYKIDZ...WANTTO
BE FAMOUS??
Tell us what you did over the summer holidays!
Did you go on an exciting trip, volunteer at an event or
perhaps you wrote a cool story or poem.
Well, send us your adventures and stories to be

published in an upcoming issue of
The Ambition.
Write to kidzkorner@theambition.com and share the
EXCITEMENT!!
(Please include your name, address, grade and school.
You can even send a picture if you would like!)
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Chechen Refugees Describe Atrocities By

Russian Troops

Villagers Tortured, Killed

In Assault, Reports Say

NAZRAN, RUSSIA (Washing-
ton Post, 29/6/2002) — Kuslum
Savnykaevna has no intention of
heeding the Russian government’s
wish that she abandon the converted
car repair shop where she and her
five children live in Ingushetia and
returnto their former homein neigh-
bouring Chechnya.

And if she ever had any doubt
that they must remain refugeesinthis
impoverished region in southern
Russia, shesaid, what shewithessed
in the last month erased it.

In mid-May, Savnykaevna went
tovisit her parentsin Mesker Yurt, a
village of roughly 2,000 about seven
miles east of Grozny, the ruined capi-

tal of Chechnya, where separatist rebels have been
battling the pro-Russian government. She had not
been there long when Russian troops suddenly sur-
rounded and closed off the village to conduct a
zachistka, or cleansing operation, that lasted three
weeks.

She said she saw some of the victims of the op-
eration after their relatives carried them back from a
field the soldiers had occupied at the edge of the
village: a man whose eye was gouged out; another
whose fingers were cut off; a third whose back had
been dliced in rows with the sharp edge of broken
glass, then doused with alcohol and set afire, accord-
ing to hisrelatives. Her brothers and nephews were
spared, she said, only because her family paid the
soldiersa$400 bribe not to hurt them.

“1 have never imagined such tortures, such cru-
dty,” shesaid, sitting at asmall tablein thedim room
that hashoused her family herefor nearly threeyears.
“Therewerealot of menwhowereleft only half aive.”
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