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The Benefits and
Importance of Hajj

Hajj commemorates the divine rituals performed by Abraham and
Ishmael to the first house of God on Earth.

by Nosheen Mian, W.C.I.

Islam is composed of five
pillars: First, the declaration of
faith or Shahada, then prayers or
Salah, fasting or Sawm, alms or
Zakat, and finaly, pilgrimage to
Makkah or Hajj whichisalso one
of the finest ingtitutions of Islam.
Itismandatory upon all Muslims,
maleand femae, providedthey are
mentally, physically, and
financially fit, to perform at least
onceintheir lifetime.

The Qur’'an states: “ And (O
Muhammad) proclaim the
pilgrimage among men; they will
come to you on foot and
(mounted) on every kind of fast
mount, lean on account of
journeys through deep and
distant mountain highways, so
that they experience much that
shall be of benefit to them; and
that they might exalt the name of
God on the days appointed (for
sacrifice) over whatever heads of

cattle He may have provided for
them. Eat then, thereof, and feed
the poor. Then let thembring their
state of self-denial to an end, and
let them fulfill their vows which
they have made, and let them
circumambul ate the most ancient
house. Such (is the pilgrimage)
whoever honours the sacred rites
for Allah, it will rebound to his
own good in his Sustainer’ssight”
(22:27-30).

Continued on page 6

After Ramadhan, What's Next?

The acts of devotion and sacrifice should not end with Ramadhan
but rather be implemented throughout the rest of the year.

by S A Ali

Ramadhanisnow over and we
are left with afeeling of sadness
and emptiness. For one whole
month we made the effort to fast
long hours without food, drink,
television and many other
conveniences. We made achange
inour livesand routine.

During Ramadhan we found
ourselves making extra Dhikr,
performing extra Salaat, trying our
best to do the right things and
refrain from that which iswrong.
Wetried not to listen to music and
to refrain from watching long
hours of TV. We asked Allah for
forgiveness and made Du’ain re-
pentance feverishly.

However, once the month of
Ramadhan was over we found it
hard to continue those conscious
acts of devotion and sacrifice. It
is as if atrigger in us has been
mechanically turned off and we
return to the practice of those very
things we are not supposed to be
doing. We never stop to think
how we could continue to reap
Allah’'s blessings throughout the
rest of the year by implementing
what welearned during the month
of Ramadhan.

| would like to highlight the
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reasons why we must be mindful
of maintaining adegree of consist-
ency and of continuously striving
for improvement.

Firstly, Allah saysthat we must
persistently persevere at all times
andin whatever we do. Remember
Allah also tells that He does not
place a burden (i.e. a challenge)
on us greater than which we can
bear. Secondly, the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) told us to be
consistent in what we do. He rec-
ommends that we do a little of
something regularly rather than
doing a great deal and then ne-
glecting to do it for along time.
The point isthat we have to make
changes in our life during this

month and consciously maintain
these positive changes during the
rest of the year and in our lives.

To start with, let's read the
Qur’an daily and perform five
daily Salaats. If that is already in
place, then try making extra Sal aat
such as Tahgjjud inthe early morn-
ing. Practise fasting on those days
that the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) used to fast such as
Mondays and Thursdays of every
month and for six days during the
month of Shawwal.

Let’s try to make Dhikr at all
times. When travelling in the bus,
the train, or in the car saying
Subhan Allah, Allhamdu-lillah and

Allahu Akbar should be easy.
Continued on page 6

To Surf or Not To

Surf

Analyzing all information sensibly is
important in order to get informed.

by Sster Wima

The inquisitive mind behind
thewaiting fingerstoyed with the
idea of reading the newspaper,
going for awalk, or surfingthe Net.

Curiosity got the best of me
as | wondered who had sent me
an E-mail and from which area of
the world. The little envelope at
the bottom of the screen had an
exclamation mark. Oh joy, some
mal!

Click, read, delete. My eyes
read the many messages. Some
needed animmediate reply, others
did not.

This attended to, my finger
once again touched the mouse, to
go back to the home page.

My eager eyes scanned the
news releases on the home page,

The Role of Muslim Women

in Society

Muslims women should recognize their rights and responsibilities
and take an active role in shaping the future.

by Ahmad Mian,
first year, U of T

The light of Islam dawned
upon humankind, some fourteen
hundred years ago, in the total
darkness of ignorance. One major

aspect of thisignorance was with
respect to the treatment of women.
There was no respect for them.
They wereburied alive and treated
like goods and chattels. They did
not haveany important roleto play
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The Ambition
goes to thousands
of Muslims
regardless of their
ethnicity.

If you get all this business, you won't be &3
ableto handleit. ’

Unlike most ethnic
papers, it isread by the
Youth, who need to
buy your servicesand
products.

Young
people also
have
disposable
money.

>

L

in society except to please their
male masters. There was no
concept of morality. People used
to have as many female-mates as
they wished. They even used to
marry their mothers. It wasasoci-
ety where “everything goes.”

It wasthenthat Allah sent His
Messenger Muhammad (pbuh)
who proclaimed the equality of
women. The Qur’an declared:
“Whoever works with righteous-
ness, man or woman, and has
faith, verily to them will We give
a new life that is good and pure
and We will bestow on them re-
ward according to their actions.”

Thisisjtgr&nﬁ&%hf%é%e

but found none that | wanted to
read right away. Umm. Let's see
what is written under “Islam” in
Yahoo or any of the other search
engines. That should be interest-
ing.

My fingers typed in ISLAM
and clicked SEARCH. A few of the
headings took my eyes, but being
awoman, | was interested in Is-
l[amic marriage. Thereweresevera
on that subject. Click, went the
mouse and a long article spread
out before my eyes. My eyes be-
came more glued to the page, as
statement after statement came
from the article saying how badly
women were treated in Islam and
especialy in marriage. My dis-
mayed eyeswere kept on the page
reading until | was thoroughly

Continued on page 6
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Socializing is a
human need

In several mosgues and Islamic centers many intelligent and
righteous people are finding the straight path of Islam and
choosing to practice the religion of al the prophets. There are
Muslimswho are re-discovering Islam asaway of life aswell
as people who are just entering into it.

One thing is common between them: When they start
practising Islam, their lifestyle changes. Their interests change.
Their idea of having fun becomes different. Their topics of
discussion are modified. In other words, their social needs and
preferences becomedistinct from others. What does not change
istheir need to sociaize.

People who are born into Islam have families, old friends
and usualy a well established circle where they can move.
They visit each other on the weekends, go to get-togethers, or
get invited to partiesand what not. They have asupport system
that newcomers to Islam don’t have. Before accepting this
way of life, they had alife. They had friends, families and a
socia circle. They used to have fun on Friday and Saturday
nights. Maybe they used to spend timewith their boyfriends or
girlfriends. But now, their interestsare different. In many cases,
the family is not very supportive of this conversion. Friends
think of them as “wierd.” Weekend night parties don’t attract
them any more. The idea of going out with a girlfriend or a
boyfriend isout of the question. What can they do to socialize?

Of course the mosgue and study circles are there. But the
atmosphereismoreformal and school-like. You do not crack a
jokeinthe mosque. You do not talk freely about thingslikewho
islooking for ajob or who wantsto get married. Thereisaneed
to get together in an Islamic yet informal setting.

| realized al thiswhen | visited my doctor some time ago.
Shetold me of afemalewho wasa newcomer to Islam. Nobody
in her family wasaMuslim. She did not have any socia circle.
Even at work she was being pressured to go back to the old
religion. Shedid not have alot of timeto attend study circlesor
go to mosques but she wanted to have aMuslim friend to talk
to. She also wanted to get married. Muslim families have
networking. She did not. There was a problem.

| saw the need to have a group that could handle this prob-
lem, especialy for the newcomersto Islam. Inthiscircle, peo-
ple can make brotherly/sisterly bonds or Mawwakhat, estab-
lish friendships, invite and beinvited to each others’ housefor
supper or just a cup of tea, and have time to have a general
interest talk. Families from different ethnic backgrounds can
cometo know each other. Single people can find somebody to
get married to and parents can ook for prospective spousesfor
their sonsand daughters. All thisisto bedoneinanlslamic yet
non-scholastic atmosphere.

Thisideawas welcomed by The Ambition committee. We
also discussed it with responsible people involved in some
mosques and Islamic Da wah programs. It was agreed upon
asagood idea.

We would like to hear from our readers about it. It is not
going to beastudy circle or dedicated to any group or school of
thought. Wearejust tryingto doit for the sake of Allah, tobring
the Ummah together.

Please let us know your opinion about it. Call us at (416)
740-1491 and leave a message with your name and phone
number for us to get back to you. (Please speak clearly and
sowly.)

If you areinterested in hel ping us organize thisgroup, please
let us know.

AsmaWarsi

Letterstothe Editors

A Reader Advises to All

My nameisMohsen. | amfrom
Iran. | would like to thank you
because of your wonderful journal,
The Ambition. It is very helpful
and interesting. May Allah bless
youall. InThe Ambition Vol. 8 No.
1, | read about “The Changing
Trendsin Marriages...” under the
Letters to the Editors. Thisis a
very old and serious problem. As
long as | can remember, so many
people talk about it but nobody
does anything. We have so many
Muslim mosques, committees,
centres, etc. Why don’t we make
a centre for matchmakers (of
course in an Islamic way)? Why
doesn't our Muslim community
make somearrangementsfor fami-
liesto know each other better and
close? What is the best way for a
Muslim man or woman tofind his
or her partner? We havetorely on
Allah (swt) or in Arabic,
Tawwakulto Allah.

By theway hereissomeadvise
for al of: O creatures of Allah!
Fear Allah and anticipate your
death by good actions. Purchase
everlasting joy by paying transitory
things - pleasures of this world.
Get ready for the journey, for you
are being driven, and prepare
yourselves for death, since it is

hovering over you. Be a people
who wake up when called, and
who know that this world is not
their abode, and so haveit changed
(with the next).

Certainly, Allah hasnot created
you aimlessly not left you as
useless. Thereisnothing between
anyoneof you and Paradiseor Hell
except death that must befall him.
The life that is being shortened
every moment and being
dismantled every hour must be
regarded as very short. The hid-
den thing namely death which is
being driven (to you) by two ever
new phenomena, the day and the
night, is certainly quick of ap-
proach. The traveller who is ap-
proaching with success of failure
(namely death) deserves the best
of provision. So acquire such pro-
vision from this world while you
are here with which you may
shield yourself tomorrow (on the
Day of Judgement).

So everyone should fear Allah
and admonish himself, should send
forward hisrepentance and should
overpower his desire because his
death is hidden from him. His
desires deceive him and Satan is
posted on him and he beaitifiesfor
him sin so that he may commit it

Letters to the
editors are pub-
lished unedited
regardless of the
paper's policy. We
entertain all letters
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address and
telephone number.
Only names are
published.

and prompts him to delay repent-
ancetill his desires make him the
negligent.

We ask Allah, the Glorified,
that He may make usand you like
one whom bounty does not
mislead, whom nothing can stop
from obedience of Allah and
whom shameand grief do not befall
after death. Beware! Surely this
world is a place from which
protection can not be sought except
whileoneisinit. Theactionwhich
is performed only for this world
can not secure salvation. People
aretested init through calamities.
Those who have taken worldly
pleasures here will be taken out
from them (by death) and will be
questioned about them. And
whatever good they have achieved
for the other world, they will get
them there and stay in them. For
theintelligent, thisworldislikethe
shade--one moment it isspread out
and extended but soon it shrinks
and contracts.

May Allah protect us from all
evil.

Mohsen

Send Us
The Ambition,
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This is a new mosgue and
serves a community of about
threeto four hundred Muslimin
the downtown Toronto area. We
reguest you to please add our
mosque to your mailing list to
receive The Ambition and any
other periodicals which you
publishfromtimetotime.
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The Real Jihad

by Munawar Merchant

ThereisnowordintheMudim
vocabulary that is more maligned
than the word Jihad. Non-
Muslims, without exception
associate it with terrorism and
terrorist killings and slaughter.
Headlines in newspapers in the
Western world scream out with
wordslike*Idlamic Jihad group...”

That is not surprising for two
reasons. One is that an average
non-Muslim does not know better.
The other isthat even if somedid
know, they do not hold the media,
which do not spare an effort to
smear the name of Muslims and
Islam. But, why blameothers? The
majority of Muslims around the
worldfirmly believethat Jihad only
meanskilling and getting killedin
the name of Allah.

Alas! How wrong they are!
For Jihad literally means sacrifice
inthe cause of Allah. Of courseit
does not exclude the laying down
of your lifeif necessary, but it also
means a host of other things. To
understand what those other things
are, onemust try and fathom what
sacrifice realy means. Literally,
the word sacrifice means losing,
consecrating or forfeiting. In short,
it means giving up. But giving up
what?

Inthe context of Jihad, sacrifice
would mean parting with anything
that is dear to us, for the sake of
Allah. So before deciding what
must be given up, we must
determine what is realy dear to
us as individuals. The list could
be endlessbut let me venture with
a roster of what | perceive as
common aspirations, thegiving up
of which could classify as Jihad.

The first thing that comes to
my mindislust for power, fameand
glory. These must berelinquished
if they are contrary to the spirit of
Islam. The lust for wealth is also
abig one. It should be given up if
the accumulation of wedlth is at
the expense of depriving someone
else, irrespective of whether that
somebody is a Muslim or a non-
Muslim. Paying Zakat and giving

Sadaga provides a good training
for that purpose. Earning all
money by Halal meansshould also
be the objective at al times.

Self-interest and personal ego
are also things to abhore. Many
times we see Muslims fighting
with each other over matters
concerning issues of personal
interest. We break up organizations
and ruin initiatives being
undertaken in the cause of 1slam
merely because these efforts are
not in accordance with our
egocentric perceptions of how
things should be. We ignore the
well-being of the Ummah and put
our own self-interest in the front.
This ego can lead to breaking up
of countries and loss of lives and
property of fellow human beings.
Jihad is where Muslims
subordinate their own individual
well-being for the greater good of
all Muslimsand of Islam.

Finally, life to a human being
iswithout doubt the most precious
thing. To lay it down defending
the name and the Deen of Allahis
Jihad. If this requires taking up
arms and engaging in aforay for
thedefense of aMuslimright, itis
onething. However, one must ex-
ercise care in differentiating this
motivefor armed conflict and sac-
rificefrom enteringinto battleina
cause that is political rather than
Idamicinorigin.

There are many other items
that could have formed part of the
above list. However, the purpose
if thissubmissonismerely tohigh-
light the true understanding of the
term Jihad.

If we are able to abide by the

Habits and Routines

by Nosheen Khan

Routines are very important
for children of all ages. Whether
thechildisyoungor old, itisvery
important to establish them for
childrenright from the beginning.
Routinesnot only consist of when
to feed and put children to sleep,
but consist of TV time, home-
work, and playtime. Establishing
them early oninthechild’slifeis
beneficia not only for the child
but also the parents.

Children need routines not
only as aform of discipline but
aso as a form of security. Well
performed routines are also
builders of self-esteem. When a
pattern is established and ex-
ecuted on a regular basis, the
child knowswhen to expect what,
and what the expectationsare. An
example of thiscan beassimple
aslearning to wash hands before
eating or as complex as toilet
training. Both practiceshaveone
thing in common--consistency! |f
you are not consistent, your child
won't be either. A child can not
learnif they don’t get consistent
daily patterns. If you want your
baby to sleep at 9:00 p.m. then it
is important for you as the par-
ent to help establish that. By

form of oblations suggested
herein, wouldit not makefor abet-
ter and more united Muslim
Ummah which would gain there-
spect of the world rather than be-
ing the object of ridicule and ex-
ploitation which is basically how
things stand today, whether we
likeit or not.

putting your child to Sleep every-  €asier to handle because even

day a 9:00p.m. youwill developa  the parent gets used to the
pattern for your child and eventy-  child'sscheduleand can antici-
aly your child will get used to  Patethechild'sneedsbetter. For

sleeping at the established time exam_pleifyour childisusedto
and begin to feel sleepy at that ~ Sleepinga 9:00p.m. and shebe-
time. comes cranky around that time

Routines are also the the parent can assume that the
foundations of habits. In order to ~ childiscryingbecausethey are
have good habits, it isimpor- tired and then the parent can
tant to have good rou- put themto sleep. Per-
tines. If you establish ents or caregivers
adaily system where can aso plan their
the child must wash days according to
their hands before eat- “the child's needs
ing, the child will be used without too much dis-
tothisand eventualy it will ruption. Themostimpor-
become ahabit for thechild tant thing we should re-
in the future. Habits are ~ member is that all rou-
easily picked up but are very hard tines should be consi sten_t, and
to break-- therefore, if good hab-  that weshould try to avoid too
itsare taught, the chances of chil- ~ Many changes in the child's
dren keeping them arevery likely, ~ Schedulebecausethe child may
Islam supports the idea that pat-  Start feeling insecure if they
terns should be developed at a don’t understand why the
young age. Parents are told to ~ Changes are being made.
develop routines such as prayer Habits and routines devel-
and fasting at an early ageso that  OPed & an earlier stage of life
they will befamiliar withthemand € usualy the one that will be
so that it becomes a common  Withyour childforever. Itisour
everyday part of their life. duty as p_arents to establish th_e

Routines are also a very big best habit and routines possi-
help for parents. A childwhohas Pl becauseafter all, good rou-
good daily patternsisusualy more  tines equal good habits.

SUCCESS StorleS, Continued from page 8
be seen taking form and shape when one needs Sister Hamida and
encounters her commitment to thiswork.

Currently Sister Hamidaisorganizing aladies’ group at the Centre.
Thegroupwill exploreartsand craft activities, further [Slamic knowledge
in order to strengthen families, and provide an opportunity to make new
friends and participate in economics-related projects. She can be con-
tacted at the Centre at (416) 638-1866 on Thursdays and Fridays be-
tween1lam.to4p.m.
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Journey to | slam

Highlighting the experiences of new Muslims

Journey to Islam will return

SHOULD I, AS A HUMAN, DESTROY MY

by Abubakar Nurain Kassim

One of the most important and
constructive characteristics of
humans which differentiate them
from therest of living thingsisto
organize their time by avoiding
what is harmful and meaningless
and doing what is good and
beneficial for themselves and for
their society. Because time is a
valuablelimited gift givento man-
kind by the Creator, onceitisgone,
no one can ever bring it back.

In the majority of human
residences on this planet, people
have the “magic colour box”
known astelevisionintheir sitting
rooms. They consider it astheir life
term companion and they spend a
great amount of their life by
watchingit. Sincetelevisionisjust
atool or aninanimate object which
depends fully on its master, then
the blame on its negative impact
should be directed to its master
who holds itswheel.

Unfortunately, today television
isleading people into completely
devastating consequences such
asviolence, criminal activities, in-
decency, and instability
especialy in their relationships
with each other and many other
destructive and horrifying results.

Throughout its programs, it
trains children to be disobedient
to their parents and elders and to
havethe courage of sayingtotheir
parents whenever they are
questioned about their activities“it
isnoneof your business’ or “shut
up” or to beat them up when is
necessary. And to throw theminto
the seniors’ residence once they
are aged with some flowers and
post cardsonce or never each year.

Television also teaches peo-
ple, especially youngsters, to be-
have like animals by conducting
indecent acts on the street with-
out having morality and shyness
and soon it might teach human
being not to hesitate to have
sexual relationship on the street
asapart of the“new civilization.”
It trains younger people to settle
their disputes with their fellow
human beings by violence as
“movie heroes’ solve their dis-
putes by “heroic” actions. As a
result of being fed up withitsdra-
mas and daily shows known as
soap operas, husbands and wives
lack from honest and faithful rela

TELEVISION?

tionships and the number of di-
vorces in the society is on a con-
stant increase. Couples are pro-
grammed by those dramas not to
have any concern or trust with
each other and they are made to
believeinillusionsthat oncethey
divorce each other, there will al-
ways be hundreds of other peo-
ple who are more good looking
and have more money than their
partnerswhowill beready to marry

them. But after the divorce and
when it is too late, they start to
wake up fromtheir illusion which
they got from those shows and
they regret their foolish decisions
for the rest of their lives and they
start to realize that their partner
really was a good human. Many
students perform poorly in school
after wasting their time on that
“magic box” and after getting low
grades, they finally drop out from
schools and start to pursue the
path of “heroism” or “cowboism.”
It also teaches people that de-
cency, good values, and morality
are “old-fashioned” and actions
of uncivilized people and every-
thingimmoral and indecency to be
“fun” and “cool” things to do. It
also keeps people away from re-
membering their Creator.

After getting all thefacts about
the unpleasant consequences of
television, caring people might ask
what is the solution? There are
three important and constructive
points which should be seriously
considered in order to cut theroots
of this problem. Firstly, since
television is just an inanimate
object like a car which depends
on the person who holds the
steering wheel, the important
obligation comes on the govern-
ment by making rules on televi-
sion. It should pay a close atten-
tion on the individuals who hold
the steering wheel of television
and make basic standards and
good values for them to follow. It

should control it asit strictly regu-
lates and controls the rules of the
highways. As the government
strictly controls and regul ates the
highway regulations in order to
decrease the number of car acci-
dentswhich leadsto human physi-
cal casualties, it should also regu-
late the rules of the television in
order to decrease the human men-
tal and moral casualtieswhich de-
stroys the society and leads hu-
manity into anightmare and horri-
fying consequences.

Someone might try to defend
those who are behind the screen
by saying that they have started to
put warning signsat the beginning
of the immoral programs such as
“parental discretion is advised”
and so on. But thisisaridiculous
and sarcastic idea which instead,
makes children watch those
programseven if itislateat night
because one of the human
characteristics is curiosity.
Whenever you tell someone or
your child not to open a certain
box or a room at your house for
example, by hook or crook the
child will definitely try to open
that room in order to satisfy his
curiosity about what made that
room so special.

Secondly, parents should pay
close attention to their kids about
the programs they watch. They
should spend their time with their
kids on beneficial activities such
as helping them in their school

Continued on page 5
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At-Tufayl ibn Amr ad-Dawsi

by Shazeela Ali

South of the Arabian peninsula,
in avillage named Tihama, lived
a man by the name of at-Tufayl
ibn Amr ad-Dawsi. He was the
chief of the Daws tribe and was
known amongst the Arabs as a
distinguished Arab who had many
good virtues and had done alot of
good work.

Tufayl was a very kind man.
Hefed the hungry, comforted those
in distress and granted asylum to
refugees. He was also keenly
interested in poetry and was
himself asharp and sensitive poet
capable of expressing the most
delicate emotions.

During the time when the
struggle between the Prophet
(pbuh) and the Quraish was going
on, Tufayl set out to go to Makkah.
Tufayl, however, was unaware of
thesituationin Makkah.

Upon entering Makkah, the
leaders of the Quraish welcomed
Tufayl whole-heartedly and gave
him accommodation in a big
house. The leaders then gathered
together to warn him about the
Prophet (pbuh). They said, “This
man who claims that he is a
prophet has ruined our authority
and shattered our community. We
are afraid that he would succeed
in undermining you and your au-
thority among your peoplejust as
he has done to us. Don’t speak to
this man. On no account listen to
anything he hasto say. He hasthe
speech of awizard, causing divi-
sion between father and son, be-
tween brother and brother and
between husband and wife.”

So fearful at what the Quraish
told him about the Prophet, Tufayl
decided to put pieces of cottonin
his ears when he went to the
Ka'abah the next day. Sure
enough, when he reached the
Ka'abah, he saw the Prophet
(pbuh) already there. Tufayl was
totally captivated by the Proph-
et’s (pbuh) method of prayer and

N

found himself drawn to this man
who claimed to be amessenger of
Allah.

Evenwiththecottonin hisear,
Tufayl was still able to hear
Muhammad’s (pbuh) words.
Finally Tufayl took out the cotton
out of his ears as he reassured
himself that he was an intelligent
person who could distinguish good
from bad and did not need to be
afraid and plug his ears.

Tufayl stayed at the Kaabah
until the Prophet (pbuh) left to go
home. He decided to follow the
Prophet (pbuh) in order toask him
more about what he was speaking
of at the Ka'abah. When he fin-
ished listening to the Prophet
(pbuh), he accepted Islam by say-
ing the Shahadah.

Tufayl stayed in Makkah long
enough to learn about Islam and
memorizethe Qur'an. When here-
turned back to his home, he told
his father and wife about his
experience in Makkah and the
encounter with the Prophet (pbuh).

They quickly accepted Islam say-
ing, “Your religionismy religion.”
Histribe, however, was not much
interested inthisreligion. Thefirst
one among them to accept Islam
was Abu Hurayrah.

The next time Tufayl went to
Makkah, he was accompanied by
Abu Hurayrah. When he met with
the Prophet (pbuh), Tufayl told him
(pbuh) that he had left behind
“hearts with veils over them
obscuring the truth and firm
disbelief.” The Prophet (pbuh) then
prayed to Allah for the tribe of
Daws. After praying hetold Tufayl
toreturnto histribeandinvitethem
tolslam gently.

Tufayl returned back to his
people. He stayed with them until
after the Muslims of Makkah
migrated to Madinah, the battl e of
Badr, Uhud, and Khandag. Hethen
went to the Prophet with eighty
familiesfrom Dawswho accepted
Idam.

After the conquest of Makkah,
Tufayl, with the Prophet’s (pbuh)

permission returned to Tihamato
destroy Dhu-I-Khafiyin, the chief
idol among the Daws. When the
idol was destroyed and the people
witnessed that no calamity fell on
them, they realized that idolshave
no power and they are not worthy
of worship. The whole tribe of
Daws, then, accepted Islam.

Tufayl lived long enough to
seethe Cdliphate of Abu Bakar (ra)
and he took an important role in
the Jihad against the imposter
Musaylamah K azzab.

Tufayl met his Creator as a
Shaheed (martyr) in the battle of
Yamamah.

A lessonto learn fromthelife
of the companions of the Prophet
(pbuh) isthat whatever Allahwills
to happen will happen. Allah
willed that Tufayl should hear the
Truth from the Prophet (pbuh) even
though he tried to prevent it by
putting cottonin hisears. Allahis
the most powerful and no one can
prevent what Hewishesto happen.
For He just says“Be” anditis.

Television

Continued from page 4

home-work, reading and under-
standing together the meaning
of the Glorious Qur’an, reading
the history of our Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him,
and his companions, and they
should teach their kids to watch
decent programs including the
very interesting cartoons which
are produced by the Sound Vi-

sion of Chicago. Such videos are
availablein Islamic book storesor
they can be obtained directly from
Sound Vision at 1-800-432-4262.
Thirdly, people who care for
their lives and their futures, espe-
cially adults, should be extremely
careful of that magic box which sits
in their sitting rooms and they
should narrow and minimize the
timethey waste onit. Ontheir lei-
sure time, they should watch Is-

lamic videos of our great scholars
such as Sheikh Ahmed Deedat and
others who have left us good
knowledge on their cassettes
about our religion and on how to
conduct friendly dialogues with
our fellow human beingswho lack
fromtherea meaning of Isamand
who are completely brainwashed
by the media propaganda about
Idam.
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Benefits of Hajj

Continued from page 1

Hajj commemoratesthedivine
rituals performed by the first
known pilgrims, Abraham and
Ishmael, to the first house of God
on Earth. It is a reminder of the
fact that Makkah alone, in the en-
tire universe, was honoured by
Allah as the center of monothe-
ism sincethetime of Abraham and
that it will continueto bethe center
of the pure monotheistic religion
of Islam. The Qur’an declares:
“ Surely, thefirst house of wor ship
ever set up for mankind was in-
deed the one at Bakkah: rich in
blessing and a sour ce of guidance
unto all the worlds, full of a clear
message. It is the place whereon
Abraham once stood; and who-
ever enters it finds security. Pil-
grimage is a duty men owe to Al-
lah - thosewho can afford thejour-
ney; and as for those who deny
the Truth, Allah stands not in
need of anything in all the
worlds’ (3:96-99).

Hajj is a unique attribute of
Islam. It is enjoined by God to
Serve many purposes. It serves as
areminder to us of the grand as-
sembly on the Day of Judgement
when people will stand equally
before Allah awaiting their final
destiny.

Itisthe largest demonstration
of how universal Islam is and
exhibits the brotherhood and
equality of Muslims. During the
Hajj, Mudimsfromall waksof life,
from all trades and classes, and
from every single corner of the
globe assemble in Makkah, in
response to the call of Allah. No
matter how rich or poor oneis, they
dress in the same simple way,
observethe sameregulations, utter
the same supplicationsat the same
time, in the same way, and for the
same purpose.

Not only isit the largest gath-
ering of faith where Muslims meet
to know one another, but itisalso
the largest regular conference of
peace known in the history of
mankind. Peace is the dominant
theme during the course of Hajj.
Peace with God and one’s soul,
peace with one another and peace
even with the animals. To disturb
the peace of anyone or any crea-
ture is severely prohibited, espe-
cialy inthismonth.

In the course of Hajj, pilgrims
to Makkah are acquinted with the
Prophet Muhammad' s (pbuh) spir-
itual and historical environment so
that they can strengthen their faith,
their love for the Prophet (pbuh)
andtheir lovefor Islam. It confirms
the committment of Muslims to

Allah and their readinessto aban-
don material interestsin his serv-
ice.

Performing the Hajj to Makkah
isavery beneficial, refeshing and

beautiful experience. | pray that
Insha-Allah at least once, in our
lifetime, we will be so blessed as
to experience the pilgrimage to
Makkah.

turned off | =
marrying a -
Muslim man.

Then my
common sense
and knowledge of
happily married
Muslim couples took over and |
scrolled down the article until |
saw who had written it. It was not
aMuslim at but rather a mission-
ary from another religion who had
avery biased opinion.

It would seem to me that this
man had been influenced inwriting
his article not by what Islam says
but rather the cultural practicesin
some countries where Muslims
reside. But | don’t blamehim. Why
are people able to point to Mus-
lims as oneswho best their wives
and do not value them as a gift
from Allah, tolove, and to protect?
Should we not be the best exam-
ple of ahappy family? Should we
not show others how marriages
work, rather than turning people

Muslim Women
Continued from page 1

Qur’an. But there are numerous
others on the importance of both
genders to be righteous and
henceforth be contributors to the
betterment of society. This was
further cemented by the numerous
profound Muslimahs that helped
Islam spread throughout theworld
with great success. One such
example was Aisha (ra), the
Prophet’s (pbuh) wife, who was
highly educated and taught many
Muslims how to read and
memorize the Holy Qur’an. She
was among the first to memorize
al of the Qur’ an and wasalso one
of the most reliable sources of
Hadith. Shewasalso avery pious
Muslimah with immenseintegrity
and character, someone whom the
beloved Prophet (pbuh) could al-
ways rely upon.

With the coming of Islam and
the subsequent revel ations, women
weregiventheright toinheritance,
education, and ownership of
property, equality and respect in
marriage as well asin society. In
fact the female is so highly
regarded in our Deen that
according to aHadith, the service
to the mother is three times more
important than that to the father

and a child’s paradise lies at the
feet of his mother. This signifies
how special afemaleis, since the
lowest portion of her body, the
feet, is where a child’s entry to
heaven lies. This metaphor illus-
trates how much respect the fe-
male deserves.

Islam is areligion that makes
sense and all of the above
mentioned makes sense. If the
femaeisuneducatedinthe Qur’ an,
religious knowledge, or other
aspects of worldly education, how
will the children, during the early
years of their upbringing learn
thingsthat areimportant for them?
How will they pray, read Qur'an,
balance the Dunyaand Deen, and
most importantly, how will they
regard their mothers? How will
they regard their sistersand wives
if they see their mothers being
ignorant and not well educated?As
a whole, what will be their
perception of femalekind? For this
simple reason, Muslim females
have to be not only educated but
actively participating in the
education of others. They haveto
show and provideleadershipinal
aspects of life.

Muslims are growing in
Canada. For usto be an example
to society and true representatives

of Islam and what Muslims stand
for, we have to ingtill the values
of Islam into our children, both
males and females. Of coursethis
isbest done by example.

| humbly imploremy sistersin
Islam to realize the rights and
responsibilitiesgivento themfrom
Allah and to adhereto them. They
should not be passive. They should
be active.

| plead to my sistersto get the
knowledge of Islam and then do
what you can to dispense your
responsibilities in this part of the
world without becoming those
who transgressthe boundarieslaid
by Allah. Thefear and love of Al-
lahwill set you freefromall forms
of repression. Carry yourself with
the dignity and honour that 1slam
has provided for you. Your contri-
butions, no matter how large or
small, give us al a huge pillar of
strength to fall back on. Your in-
volvement helps us to realize the
beauty of Islam and allows us to
reflect upon our duties and ac-
tions. For those who adhereto Is-
lam, they strongly show the soci-
ety that they know between right
and wrong and will never be in-
timidated by falsehood.

/: “Jagainst1slam
due to such
disgraceful
behaviour which
is cultural, rather
than Islamic? Is it
not ashame upon the
MudimUmmahthat anon-Mudim
could sincerely believethat thisis
what Islam preaches? Total
discrimination against women and
putting her at alower level!

With sadness in my heart, my
finger pressed the mouse again.

What's this? Muslim homo-
sexuals? Totally un-Islamic!

| clicked on other sites listed
under Islam. Many of them have
been written by non-Muslimsand
aredefinitely writtento turn people
against Islam.

In order to befair, it would be
good if some of our scholarscould
write about | slam rather than non-
Muslimswho appear to bejudging
Islam and making their statements
based on some cultural practices.
Imagine people turning to the
websites on Islam and reading all
this negative information. After
spending hoursreading this posted
information, my mind could not
handle anymore and | switchedto
more suitable websiteslike news,
etc.

There is a wide variety of
information on the World Wide
Web. Some excellent sites with
great carearecdledforif thereare
children in the family. Careful
screening should be done by par-
ents on what their child is doing
on the Net.

In closing, may | respectfully
suggest that extreme caution should
be taken by “surfers” to guard
against the evil which is on the
Net. Aswith any media, it can be
used or abused. The choice is up
to those of uswho “surf” whether
tofill our mindswith positive and
healthy information or to pollute
our minds.

1. Sunni Muslimah, 23
years old, Canadian-born,
from a well-settled
practising family. Prefers
sincere, honest, ambitious
Sunni Muslim. Inquiry
#74.

2. Muslimah, age 44, seeks
practising Muslim from
Western culture. Age 40 -
50, for the purpose of
marriage. Inquiry #76.

3. Canadian Muslimah, in
her mid 50's, loves music,
people and writing. Seeks
practising but open-
minded Muslim. Age 50 -
62, interest in writing an
asset. Inquiry #77.

Addressyour responses
to Matrimonials c/o The
Ambition and include the
inquiry # on the outside of
the envelope.

The Ambition accepts
Matrimonial ads at $15 for
3 lines per single insert.
They must be pre-paid by
cheque or money order. To
place an ad call Sister
Wilma at (416) 247-0948.

The Ambition
6452 Finch Ave. West
Unit 148, Toronto, ON

MOV 1T4

We invite writers, interviewers, community news
reporters, story writers for children, etc.

Our next deadline is: March 31st, 1998
Call Asma Warsi at (416) 740-1491

Include your full name, address, telephone number, and your age. You can also send us
your picture and a little introduction about yourself if you wish.
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A Trip to Remember

by Kareem Inam, Age 11

The most exciting day
of my life was when | went
to Makkah with my mother
and uncle. | was just five
years old when my mom
started telling me about an
upcoming trip to the holy
land in Arabia.

Shetold me that we will
be visiting all the places
that our Prophet (pbuh)
resided in more than four-
teen hundred years ago.
My first reaction was a
mixture of joy and anxiety
about what to expect. My
mom had previously told
me all about Makkah, the
Ka’abah, the well of
Zamzam and its sweet wa-
ter. She even told me
about the history of the
House of Allah that we
were about to visit.

Still, however, for afew
moments | was silent as
though I did not care or as
though | heard about this
for thefirst time. Suddenly,
my feelings of excitement
cameloose and I broke out.
O wow! | am going to see
and circle around the
Ka’abah and the well of
Zamzam! When? When?
"Soon, Insha-Allah," she
said. “1 will come back to
tell all my friends aboutit,”
I interrupted. “Yes,” she
said. “But don’t get too
excited so soon.”

We still had a few
months ahead of us for the
trip. lwent to bed that night
with nothing on my mind
but the trip with the
pictures my mother had
shown me previously and
her words about the
Prophet (pbuh) and his
hard work in the way of
Allah. She had told me
about Makkah and the
Holy House toward which
Muslims all over the world
face when they pray and
which Prophet Ibrahim
(pbuh) built long ago for
the worship of Allah.

My excitement was get-
ting stronger as the date
of departure drew nearer
until one morning | found
myself boarding an airplane
along with my mom, uncle
and some of their friends.
After along and exhausting
flight when we reached the
holy place in Makkah, |
found what | was expecting
and much more. Perhaps
the best way to relate my
experience to others is to
say that the atmosphere
was warm, pious, and holy
such that words or pictures
can not make people
appreciate it. People,
regardless of their age will
never know what they have
been missing until they
have been there and have
experienced the holiness

About the Prophet

and warmth of the at-
mosphere.

| hope and pray that |
will be able to make the
trip not only once but
many times in the future.
I will always be looking
forward to my next time
in Makkah.

Hold your Tongue

by Nazie Shakor, Gr. 9

A famous scholar said:
“Allah has bestowed a
special favour upon man
by creating the tongue
(Lisaan) for him. It is
created for several good
purposes. The ungrateful
man, misuses it and
commits sins which lead
him to destruction in this
world and in the next. As
Muslims we should keep
our tongues under firm
control.”

How true! Telling lies
does not help us. It only
leads to sin and corruption
in the world. The Prophet
(pbuh) said: “The most
dangerous piece of flesh

that man possess is the
tongue.”

Allah says in the Qur’an:
“Oyou who believe, stand
out firmly for justice, as
witnesses to Allah, even as
againstyourselves, or your
parents or your kin, and
whether it be against rich
or poor. For Allah can best
protect both. Follow not
the lusts of your hearts,
lest you swerve, and if you
distortjustice or declineto
do justice, verily Allah is
well-acquainted with all
that you do” (4:135).

Imam al-Ghazali ad-
vised usin these words to
stay away from dishonesty
and speaking lies: “Guard

your tongue against eight
things - lying, breaking
promises, disputing, self-
glorification, cursing,
invoking evil towards
others, and mockery.” On
the Day of Judgement our
tongue, like all other limbs,
will speak out against us.

We should always
follow the example of the
Prophet (pbuh) who was
know as the Truthful and
the Trustworthy. This is
why people trusted him
and believed in what he
was saying when the Rev-
elation came to him to de-
clare him as the Prophet
of Allah (pbuh).

7

Love of Allah

The love of Allah

is likethe love of nature.
When it showers rain

upon the dry Earth

and gives it life.

And behold! aplant grows,
which bears fruits that we eat
and enjoy.

Ifit be Allah’s will,

The food that we eat,

would be enough to sustain us.
And give us enough strength
to seek out and explore

our beautiful Earth.

Butthe Love of Allah

has given us taste.

So that we may not only eat
but enjoy with sweet taste
and find fulfilment.

Abdulkadir Mohamoud, age 12

Smile! ©

A generous son sent a beautiful leather coat with
fur lining to his stingy father. Knowing that his father
would be mad at him for spending a fortune on the
coat, the son put a label of only $250 on the coat that
was really worth $700.

The next week he got a letter from his father say-
ing, “The coat was beautiful. Guess what? | sold it for
profit at $450. Send me 5 more like that.”
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Success Stories Around Us

Devotion,

by Aneesa Lakhi

Ask Hamida Chishti totell you
a little about herself and she
demurs. She would much rather
talk about the work being done by
the Hidayet Muslim Family and
Child Centre.

Situated in a sun-filled room
at the Imdadul I1slamic Center, the
community-based non-profit
Hidayet organization has been
providing services and support to
membersof theMudim community
since October 1994. The
organization received its impetus
fromthefindingsof the Community
Sounding Board sponsored by the
Islamic Coordination Council of
Imams in October 1992. The
Sounding Board had been brought
together to evaluate the services
and resources available to the
Muslim community. Comprising
forty people involved with these
services and resources, aswell as
Imams, mosgue representatives,
and others, the Sounding Board
found that although mainstream
support and services were indeed
available to Muslims, people and
organizations aware of and
concerned with the Muslim
community and its needs
specifically were almost non-
existent.

With these findings in mind,
and experience and knowledge
garnered from working for many
years as an interpreter, ESL in-
structor, and a volunteer and ad-
vocate for various community-
based organizations, Sister

Hamida proceeded to visit
mosques throughout Metropoli-
tan Toronto in the hopes of find-
ing a place from which to begin
constructing the much-needed
support network. The Imdadul
Islamic Centrein North York be-
came this place, and three years
later, the Hidayet Muslim Family
and Child Centre boasts a board
of directors composed of doctors,
lawyers, and other professionals
with expertise in the areas of
counselling, education, and
training; a staff which consists of
Sister Hamida, AminaSangrar, and
the aid of Wahida Chishti
Waliante; and a positive reputa-
tion and track record which now
has social service organizations
from the mai nstream and mosgues
and Imamsfrom the Muslim com-
munity turning to the organization
for assistance and advice.

What has motivated Hamida
Chishti to donate so much of her
time and energy to the Muslim
community? Where have her
leadership qualities come from?
Her younger sister, Wahida
Chishti Waliante, active herself in
community work, provides some
insight into Sister Hamida's dedi-
cation by narrating the story of
their early lives.

Sister Hamidawas born one of
four children in Kashmir, with a
father who wasapublic prosecutor
and a mother who would become
a teacher. With the death of her
father when she was five and the
partition of Indian subcontinent,

.

Sister Hamida and her siblings
moved with their mother to La-
hore, Pakistan. Therethe 35-year-
old widow proceeded to raise her
children on her own, returned to
school, and became a volunteer
teaching youngsters who had
been orphaned in the aftermath of
theviolencethat marked the parti-
tion. Thisexampleof strengthina
timeof difficulties, self-sufficiency,
and self-sacrifice left its mark on
her daughters.

As Sister Hamidaexpressesit,
her focusisonincorporating reli-
gion into her life in such a way
that the dictates of the Qur’an are

applieson aday-to-day basis. And
volunteerism, involvement in the
community, dedication to family,
al of these are a very important
part of her identity asaMudlimand
asahuman being.

Sister Hamida's initiatives
have focused not only on helping
others, but on broadening her own
perspectivesaswell. Shereceived
her B.A. in England, then returned
to school in Canada where she
acquired aSocia Servicesdegree
and adiplomain Counselling and
Conflict Resolution. She speaks
Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi, English, and
Italian, and sheisnow taking time

leadership, and self-support are at work
at Hidayet Muslim Family and Child Centre

to improve her Arabic language
skills.

The work of the Hidayet
Muslim Family and Child Centre--
providing information on housing,
employment, immigration, shelters,
health and social services, filling
out forms, providing referrals to
various agencies, crisis interven-
tion, support counselling, family
and community mediation, and
servicesspecifically aimed at sen-
iors—-issummed up by itsmission
statement: To help individuals
and families attain self-suffi-
ciency in just and supportive
communities.” These words can

Continued on page 3
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