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Zulgarnain, the King of the

Two Horns

Righteousness and true respect for God excludes man from the
worship of everything else.

by Mrs. Anwari Ali Khan

The story of Zulgarnain is
mentioned in the Qur'an in Sura
Kahf. Who was he? Where did he
live and in what era? The Qur’an
gives usno material on which we
can base a definite answer. But,
then, it isnot necessary to find an
answer asthestory istreated asa
parable. Popular opinionidentifies
Zulgarnain with Alexander the
Great or aPersian or apre-historic
HimyariteKing.

Zulgarnain was a very
powerful king blessed with power
by Allah who provided him the

waysand meansfor hisgreat work.
His sway extended from east to
west over diversecivilizations. He
was just and righteous. He
protected the weak and punished
the rebellious. Three of his
expeditions are described in the
Qur’an, each embodying a great
ethical example about the
possession of kingship or power.
He had a strong faith and always
remembered God.

Thefirst episode mentions his
expedition to the West. He won
authority over a turbulent and
unruly people. He had to decide

whether he would be harsh
towardsthem or polite and lenient
towards them. In order to protect
the weak and the innocent, he
punished the guilty and the
headstrong, but he always
remembered that the true
punishment would come in the
hereafter. He laid more stress on
the good that he could do to those
who lived their lives in faith and
righteousness. He gave every
opportunity to the rich and the
poor for the exercise of virtue and
goodness. This is the spiritual

Continued on page 6

Our Bait-ul-Maal

Is there a place for the Bait-ul-Maal in today’s world? The answer
Is ‘YES’ and the need is greater, more than ever

By Munawar Merchant

Theword Bait-ul-Maal means
Islamic Treasury. It is a kind of
reserve under Islamic Law, which
provides funds for the benefit of
needy Muslims. Disbursements
from this pool allow Muslims to
live in dignity. The Bait-ul-Maal
doesexistin someformin certain
Muslim countries. To what extent
the practice exist and how well it
confirmsto theinstitution that was
contemplated under Islam is a
matter of conjecture.

Isthereaplacefor the Bait-ul-
Maal intoday’sworld? Theanswer
is‘YES. The need is great more
than ever, given the plight of
Muslims the world over,
regardless of their residencein so-
called Muslim countries or
elsewhere. So, why not a Bait-ul-
Maal right here in the Southern
Ontario region and more
particularly intheareaof GTA and
surrounding localities. What
followsismy version of why such
funding is necessary, the setting
up of the treasury, the source of
the funds and the use to which
these funds are to be put.

The Muslims in Southern
Ontario are constantly being

solicited for donationsfor several
different projects and
undertakings by mosques and
other Islamic organizations. Such
drivesareusually for the building
of new mosques, extending
existing ones, for Islamic schools
and Islamic education. The
pledgesand commitment required
of the contributors is often very
large and unreasonable as far as
financial abilities of most are
concerned. And more often than
not, the same people have to
contribute time and again. There
are times when mosques are
planned which are not even
necessary. For example one
organization or the other wantsto

put up a mosque when there is
already an existing mosque nearby
which is not fully attended and
whichisexperiencing difficulty in
meeting its operating budget, let
alone having money for required
Idamicactivities.

Those who contribute are
never surethat their donationswill
be put to the intended use. Thisis
because the intended projects for
which collections are made are
quite pretentious and
consequently, unattainable. The
collections simply do not match
the amounts needed. For this
reason many such projects are
abandoned after some initial

Continued on page 6

Have they not seen the birds above them spreading out their
wings and closing them? No one uphols them except the
Beneficient. He is seer of all things. (Qur'an 57:19)

Empowering Muslim
Women

It is a self-empowerment process to bring
positive changes.

by Wahida Chishti Valiante

Islam teaches us to be
activein order to make the world
a better place for ourselves, our
families, our community, our
society and finaly our Ummah. As
human beingswewill becalled to
account for our actionsand deeds
in making this world a better
place. Therefore, asthe other half
of humanity, Muslim women are
obliged to be equally involved in
the affairs of this world to bring
positive changesin their own and
other people'slives.

Knowledge and information
are sources of power. Read the
Qur’an and gain knowledge of
what Allah requires of us in
practical terms as his
representative on Earth, both in
spiritual and physical existence.
Gather information on current
social and politics issues. Share
thisinformation with your friends,

Is Jesus the Son of God?

Allah has given us very clear answers from every angle

by Abdullah Sabree

[In the last issue a reader
requested us to shed some light
on this subject. We hope this
article will answer his
guestions.]

This question goes beyond
the Christian-Muslim debate. Itis

a question that even some
Christian scholars are debating
among themselves. Some have
come out openly and declared that
JesusisNOT God (for examplethe
head of the United Church of
Canada).

For Muslims, this is not an

issue of debate as Allah hasgiven
usvery clear answersfrom every
angle that the question can be
asked. Some of these answersare
asfollows.

“Behold!” saidtheangel, “ O
Mary. Allah gives thee glad
tidings of a Word from Him. His
namewill be Christ Jesus, the son
of Mary, held in honour in this
world and the hereafter and of the
company of those nearest to
Allah.” (3:45)

Shesaid: “ ‘O my Lord! How
shall | have a son when no man
hath touched me?" Hesaid‘Even
so. Allah creates what He wills.
When He has decreed a matter.
Hebut says toit ‘Be anditis.’”
(347

Continued on page3

neighbours, and family members.
Involve your children in these
discussions.

Education and politicsare our
pressing needs. Get involved in
your children’s education. Meet
your child’steacher regularly. Join
school and board committees. Call
thelocal school boards and make
adifference.

Read and audit school and
library books: Read children’s
textbooks and library books for
misrepresentation of Islam and
Muslims. Make contacts at the
board, school, and library to have
the offending books removed.
Promote the inclusion of Islamic
history books, magazines, and
Muslim storybooks.

Read the local, national, and
international newspapers
regularly. Writeand call editorsfor
using terms such as Muslim
fundamentalist, Muslimterrorist,

Continued on page 3
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Editorial
MUSLIMS UNDER SIEGE

New Hollywood film needs

proactive community response

In the wake of the recent bombings of two U.S. embassies in
Africa tied to a Muslim extremist group, and the United States
subsequent bombingsin the Sudan and Afghanistan, a new film has
been released by 20th Century Fox with the clear message that Islam
will bring violence to this continent and that Muslims pose athreat to
society.

Opening in November, The Siegeisadangerous and stereotypical
depiction of Muslimsin North America. (Thefilm'searlier titleswere
Against All Enemies, Martial Law, and Holy War.) Thefilmissetin
Brooklyn, New York, and involvesabombing campaign by “Mudim”
extremist terroristswhich promptsthe U.S. military to declare martial
law and carry out a mass arrest of American Muslims and Arab-
Americans, echoing the detention of Japanese-Americans during
World War 11.

The Washington-based Council on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR) isn't the only entity that sees that the stereotypes shown in
The Segeclearly point to |dam and Mudlims. Speaking to The Toronto
Sun (Oct. 21, 1998), Denzel Washington, who starsinthefilm, said, “I
couldn’t blame them (referring to CAIR’s protest of the film). What
that trailer did was say in one image ‘Terrorism’ and in the next
‘Religion.” There are Jewish terrorists, but nobody would associate
themwith their religion. It sthe juxtaposition of words and image that
stings.”

A major cause for concern isthat the film links Islamic religious
practices such as prayer, wudu, theadhan, du’ a, female Islamic dress,
beards, Qur’ anic recitation, and even the green colour with terrorism.
(CAIR requested months ago that these references be removed, but
their request was refused.) Another issue is that the trustworthiness
and peaceful intentions of the Muslim and Arab communitiesin North
Americaare made suspect. Many of those who seethisfilmwill view
the next Muslim or Arab they meet with increased suspicion and
hostility.

Inthisfilm, the*Muslims’ havetotal disregard for humanlife. In
fact, they seek out the weakest and most vulnerablein society tokill.
For example, we hear lines such as: “Your quaint laws don’'t mean
sh-t to these people (the terrorists).” Islamic beliefs are cited as
justifications for terrorism and Islamic terms are mocked with lines
such as: “Some sheik told him (the terrorist) to die for Allah is
beautiful.” Also, the terrorists carry out their attacks because they
believe they’ll have “seventy virgins’ in paradise.

In another subtle example, the Muslim character whoisallegedly
co-operating with the authoritiesturns out to be aterrorist mastermind.
The ultimate message here is that North Americans should never
trust Muslims or Arabs. Twisting the dagger of suspicion further, one
character says, “You don’t understand us . . . this is only the
beginning.”

This is not the first time Hollywood has produced such a
controversial film. Other recent filmsthat give Muslims abad name
include True Liesand Executive Decision. AsMudlimslivingin North
America, we must do everything we can to protest against The Sege.
In a famous Hadith, Abu Sa'id a-Khudri narrated, “ | heard the
Messenger of Allah assaying: ‘ He who amongst you sees something
abominable should modify it with the help of his hand; and if he has
not strength enough to do it, then he should do it with his tongue;
and if he has not strength enough to do it, (even) then he should
(abhor it) from his heart and that is the least of faith’” (Sahih
Musdlim).

Since we cannot modify this particular situation with our hands,
we can certainly do it with our tongues by voicing our concern to the
local movie theatres that decide to play the film. We can also form
local committees to co-ordinate our community’s response. Above
all, our youth should figure prominently in this campaign. CAIR has
asked all Muslims to inform moviegoers about the true meaning of
Idam asa proactiveform of protest. Muslim communitiesand mosques
are advised to contact CAIR at 1-202-659-2247 in order to receive a
Siege Campaign Kit. or visit CAIR at www.cair-net.org.

Insha-Allah, with our efforts, we can put Hollywood under siege
for their continuous efforts to negatively portray all Muslims.

Muhammad Basil Ahmad

Reader disturbed by the Arabic on the first
page of The Ambition

| read amost all the issues of
the Ambition and | believe that
your neswpaper is serving avery
useful purposein our community.
However, | wish to point out,
perhaps an oversight of the
publishers.The covering page
always carriesthe words of Allah
on the top right hand corner.
These newspapers, as you know,

eventually end up inthe garbage -
thus the word of Allah is
desecrated and as Muslims we
haveto uphold theword of Allaah
to the highest level. Perhaps you
may careto writethetranlationin
English only and refrain from
writing the Arabic Texts. On the
other hand you may wish to
consult with some of the Fugaha

Letters to the
editors are pub-
lished unedited
regardless of the
paper's policy. We
entertain all letters
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address and
telephone number.
Only names are
published.

on this subject. Brothers and
sisters it is not my intention to
offendyou, and | ask Allah (SWT)
that if | do that you forgive me.
Akbar Ali.

Journey to Islam...

Continued from page 4

everything) as being terrorists
intent on bombing New York City.
This whole thing destroys the
image of Islam. In fact, Muslims
are faced by a daily onslaught of
articles that directly or indirectly
criticize Islam or Muslims, in
general so that society gets to
believe that this is the way the
worldrealy isandthat ISamisthe
sourceof al terrorism.

Getting back to the question,
my family has generally accepted
me, not entirely sure of my
decision, but they do go out of
their way to accommodate my
beliefs. For example, my family
only buys Halaal meat for
occasionswhen my wifeand | eat
withthem. My friendsfirst reacted
to me alittle bit differently. | was
quite happy when | first embraced
Islam because it seemed to make
my life easier. As | mentioned, |
had quit drinking before even
coming to Islam for competitive
reasons. However, | was still
invited to parties and peopletried
to entice meto drink even though
| said | don’t drink. It was like,
“come on, one drink will not kill
you.” When | became Muslim, |
merely said | was Muslim and no
onetriedto enticemeto drink after
hearing that which was good for
me. | stopped going to parties
altogether and as a venue for
socialization, some of the
corresponding  friendships
deteriorated and that did hurt. |
was no longer seen as being
hip...more like | was out of place
but at least | was respected for my
religion and beliefs. Sometimes |

would pray in class while sitting
down with my eyesclosed. When
my friends saw me like that they
wondered why | did not respond
to their communications. After
finishing the prayer | would talk
to them and explain what | was
doing. On several occasions |
would be with friends and other
peoplewould speak to me and my
friends would interject and say
that | was praying and it actually
wasaform of Dawahinthat sense.

Right now, my friends consist
mainly of my fellow Muslims
because | find that | do not have
much in common with non-
Muslims when it comes to social
functions as alcohol and sex
seemed to bethe main ingredients
of extracurricular activities. | just
cannot stand it when | see people
drink to change their personality
or impede their inhibitions
because it is not a true reflection
of them, as alcohol totally affects
their decision-making ability. We
haveto asMuslims, believein our
religion and practice it. The best
form of Dawahisatrue practising
Muslim. People respect others
who are disciplined and are
constant in their moral behaviour.
| help with Dawah activities with
various unitsof thelslamic Circle
of North Americaand | genuinely
believethat if peopleinthissociety
get to know more practising
Muslims, they will accept Muslims
asbeing regular people unlikethe
stereotypical view that the Media
portraysusin. One problemisthat
Musdlimsare not alwayspractising
and thus people very rarely see
Islaminitstruest sense. Thereare

some so-called Muslims, who
drink and eat pork and make other
transgressionsagainst Islam. This
is the biggest challenge. If non-
Muslims think of Muslims as
being the same as they are, we
have no differentiating qualities.

The Qur’ an was sent down by
God to give humanity a moral
guide to follow so that there is
harmony between all peoplesand
it should be followed. The world
isin asad state of affairswhereit
lacksan uncorrupted monotheistic
religion, which is a source of
guidance on how to live your life
with other human beings. Without
such areligion, there redly is no
form of hope except the mighty
dollar which createsavoid in the
spiritual part of a person’s life. |
believethat if peoplepractisetheir
religion just as it has been
revealedintheir original scriptures,
whether it be Islam, Christianity,
or Judaism, the world would be a
better place.

There is good in all the
monotheistic religions. However,
itismy firm belief that Islam has
the truest message with the most
perfected principles that are
derived from the Qur’an and the
Sunnah of Prophet Muhammed
(PBUH), which, if practised, can
lead to the kind of society | want
toliveaswell asfuture generations
would, Insha Allah. May Allah
forgive me if | have offended
anyone in any way through this
interview.

[Jaafar Syed can be
contacted at 1-888-918-1981,
(905) 456-2469 or at his e-mail
address: jaafer @interlog.com|
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Is Jesus Son of God

Continued from page 1

Then for those who argue that
the miracle of Jesus being born
without afather makeshimdivine,
Allah said in the Qur'an: “The
similitude of Jesusbefore Allahis
as that of Adam. He created him
from dust, then said to ‘Be’ and
hewas.” (3:59)

As Adam had no father or
mother then the miracle of Adam
isgreater than that of Jesus. Allah
calls humanity to purify our
worship above creation and
created thingsby telling us: “ Say:
He is Allah, the One Allah, the
Eternal, Absolute. He begets not,
nor is He begotten and there is

nonelikeunto Him.” (ch. 112)

We are also called to reason.
“ Say: O peopl e of the book! Come
to common terms as between you
and us; that we wor ship none but
God; that we associate no
partners with Him; that we erect
not from among ourselves lords
and patrons other than God. If

then they turn back, say: Bear
witness that we (at least) are
Muslims (bowing to God'swill.)”
(364

When these verses of the
Qur'an were recited to various
delegates of Christians (e.g.
Najrans), history provesthat they
accepted Islam. Thisisalso stated

The First Journal for Young Muslims in Canada

inthe Qur’an: “ Thoseto whomwe
sent the book before this they do
believe in this revalation. And
when it isrecited to themthey say
we believe therein, for it is the
Truth from our Lord. Indeed we
have been Muslims (bowing to
Allah’s will) from before this.”
(28:52-53)

Empowering women

continued from page 1

Islamic militant, or articles that
promote hatred towards |slam and
Musdlims. Itisequally important to
let them know when you see
positive coverage of Islam and
Muslims.

Monitor television and radio
programs. Call, write, or e-mail the
producers of programs for
erroneous or insulting comments,
documentaries, and interviews.

Use your right to vote. Your
vote in any election should be an
educated one. Find out by
attending meetings to see how
each candidate stands on the
issues you care about. Our vote
counts so use it to bring positive
changes in this society for the
sake of our familiesand ourselves.

It's important to get involved
in the political process. Support
political candidates. Volunteer
your time to help the political

candidate of your choice with
phone, mail, and door-to-door
canvassing. It paysfor usto know
the politicians and for the
politiciansto know us.

Volunteer work is very
rewarding and fulfilling. Create
day-cares and create employment
opportunities for others. Help
young Muslims with marriage.
Visit the sick and the el derly, take
themfor awalk if needed. Beabig
sister to achild without afather or
mother or siblings, or be a foster
parent or a grandparent. Take
leadership role in the community
and outside the community.

Share your ideas, time, and
energy in building the Muslim
community and strong families.
Allah helps those who help
themselves.

(Sister Wahida Chishti
Valiante is Vice President and
Vice Chair of the Canadian
Islamic Congress.)

An exciting position
IS now open at
The Ambition for an

Advertising Co-Ordinator

This job will suit a person who is creative,
resourceful, and outgoing in order to sell the
advertising space for our paper.

Good telephone manners and a polite, friendly
attitude are a must.

Marketing students are especially welcome in
order to gain valuable hands-on experience.

This is a commission-based position.
Call or fax your resume to
The Ambition
at (416) 740-1491
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Journey toldam

Highlighting the experiences of new Muslims

Jeffré Gareau (Jaafer Syed),
B.A., I.R.Econ. is a Financial
Advisor who specializes in
investments and retirement
planning and tries to do so with
an |slamic perspective that avoids
Riba. He is 27 years old and is
married. Heaccepted Islamin his
second year at the University of
Toronto on December 16, 1992.
In an interview with Mehran
Banaei he shareswith us some of
his thoughts.

Couldyoutell usafewthings
about your background?

| was born and raised in
Metropolitan Toronto in afamily
where my mother was Protestant
and my father was Roman
Catholic. InNorth York, achild can
go to the school of the father’s
faith and thus| went to a Catholic
school and wastaught Christianity
asdecreed by the Roman Catholic
Church until after the completion
of Grade4 when | thentransferred
to a public school for grade 5 and
subsequent grades. However, |
had never celebrated my
Communion or Confirmation so |
never once accepted the host
(wafer supposedly representing
the flesh of Christ). | have a
brother and a sister who are both
younger than me. | have been
married for over four years, Al
Hamdullilah, and ook forward to
the time when my wifeand | will
havechildren. InshaAllah, wewill

raise them in an Islamic
environment.
Why did you leave

Christianity?

| guess it was a gradually
progression away  from
Catholicismat anearly ageas| did
not really accept certain dogmas
that the Roman Catholic Church
ruled on. Truly it seemed to me
that my lack of respect for
Christianity grew in the last few
years of high school and first
couple of years of University. |
began to think that the Church,
which represented Christianity for

me was really about money and
not entirely about God. Another
problem | found is how Jesus
could be God when a supreme
moral being, God, iscategorically
perfect in al Hisattributes. Thus,
logically it does not makes sense
that God would have to associate
partners with himself because
thereisno reason God would lack
for anything because hewould be
universally contented. Another
concept that always stymied me
werethetwo argumentsregarding
Origina Sin (Adam and Eve). In
Catholic school we were taught
that baptism was necessary to
cleanse the Original Sin which
appeared to be nonsense to me
because God with His infinite
wisdom and mercy would simply
forgive his creation and there
would be no need for baptism or
for sending a Son to die to give
humanity salvation fromsin. Most
of the peoplethat | knew growing
up were secular beings who just
celebrated things out of tradition
morethan abelief in God. Church
was a socia activity and no one
actually practised their religion.
For exampleno oneactually fasted
for Lent nor did they refrain from
behaviours that were not
condoned by the church.

How did you learn about
Idam?

| started to learn about Islam
from fellow students and friends
who were Muslim. | really
respected them because they
seemed to have discipline and
respect for their religion by
adhering to its tenets strictly by
not eating pork or drinking, etc. In
fact | even stopped eating pork
just out of respect for their
religiousbeliefsand to make them
feel more comfortable. Muslims
just seemed to have better moral
standards than the rest of the
general student population and |
liked that. From personal
experience, | have always known
how destructive alcohol isin
terms of wrecking families and

The Ambition
Subscription Rates

Canada
USA and Overseas
SQubscription: $

Donation: $
| pledge to donate $

Name:

Individual: $15.00

$20.00

per month starting

Institution: $25.00
$30.00

Date
Renewal :

Address :

Postal Code:

Mail to: The Ambition

6452 Finch Ave. West, Unit 148
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9V 1T4

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
| Pleaseinclude your cheque payable to The Ambition
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
kL

Tel:

individual decision-making and |
actually quitdrinking in late 1991
or early1992 because | had started
to serioudly participatein the sport
of bodybuilding and alcohol and
fattening foods such as pork were
not part of my life. After finding
out alittle more about Islam from
my friends, | started to believethat
their way of living accorded well
with the way | wanted to live my
life

Fortunately for me, | had
asked questions of my friends but
no one had actually tried to
convert me or anything, which for
me would have turned me off
somewhat. | then phoned the
Muslim World L eagueto get more
information about ISam. Dr. Arafat
El-Ashi gave me many brochures
and explained many things to me
for over an hour. Everything that
he explained to me about Ilam just
made perfect sense, and |
consequently accepted the tenets
of Islam. He gave me my first
Qur’an and actually gave me
Shahadah right there that day in
his office. | have aways been a
self-oriented perfectionist and
Islamreally appealsto myself and
otherswho want to be disciplined
and struggle to be the best they
can be. In essence, Islam is a
perfect moral guidebecauseif you
follow Islam you will always be
able to overcome any obstacles
with Sabr (perseverence) and
Allah. | know this first-hand as |
was in a terrible accident in
August of 1993 and had to attend
various rehabilitation programs
over thenext 2 yearsto recover. It
wasvery depressing period in my
life as | was not able to attend
University or enjoy the other
important things in my life like
being ableto body build, cycle, or
play tennis. | had lost one
academicyear but my Idamicfaith
gave me hope while my Muslim
friends were very thoughtful and
supportive helping me to
persevere through this difficult
time of my life (especially those
from the Halton Mosque in
Burlington).

One question, | received alot
from therapists and doctors was
how my heart seem to be so at
rest. | explained that it was dueto
Salat and naturally they asked
questions. Then they wanted for
me to teach them how to pray but
| retorted that Salat on itsown is
not the sole reason. Salat is only
one part of Islam and you haveto
practisetheentirereligionto beat
peace with yourself and what

Allah provides. My official given
nameisJeffréand | asked Br. Arefat
to recommend me a close Arabic
name and he suggested Jaafer. |
added Syed asalast name several
years later out of respect for my
father-in-law who carriesthename
Syed and it appealed to me
because non-Muslims can easily
pronounce Syed.

| am aworker for the Islamic
Circle of North America (ICNA),
whichisoneof thelargest Mudlim
organizations in North America
which is devoted to increasing
awareness of Islam and taking its
message to non-believersthrough
comprehensive Dawah efforts. |
also help to co-ordinate various
activities including fund-raising
for charitable projects with the
primary causein Toronto being Al-
Falah Islamic School and Magjid
inQOakville. | dsowritefor acouple
of national Muslim publications,
such as The Message,
sporadically when | havethetime.

What really convinced you that
theQur’anistruly arevelation of
God?

My appreciation for the
Qur’angrowsmorewith every day.
The more and more experiences |
have personally to read the
Qur'an, the Sunnah, and
interpretations by various
scholars and speakers, some in
person while | visited Turkey, in
1996, and India, in 1998, themorel
am convinced that theword of God
has been revealed in the Holy
Qur'an. | find that there are too
many contradictions in the other
religionsand that isdueto thefact
that everything has been modified
and then re-modified to
essentially appeal to the current
rulers of the land at that time in
history. ISamisthe only religion
that has the revelation as it was
given by God. It has not been
changed in any way. The Arabic
text has never been modified for
over 1400 years which is a
testament to the fact that it is a
sacred book which God will never
let bealtered or modified.

Some of the things that really
impressed me were the actual
contents of the Qur’an. Things
that could not have been known
over 1400 yearsago wererevead ed
in the Qur’an like the gestation
cycle for humans. This had only
been found out sincetheinvention
of themicroscope. Or, for instance,
sleeping on your right side which
actually lessens the strain on the
heart sothat itishealthier. Thelist

Jaafar Syed Says: “The best form of
Dawah is a true practicing Muslim.”

goes on and on. In terms of the
moral fabric of a society, if the
Qur'an is followed strictly there
would be ahalistic society where
racism and other forms of
prejudice would not be present.
TheQur anistruly theonly moral
guide that was sent by God for all
people. ISsamisfor al the nations
of the world and not for just a
certain group.

What kind of reaction have
you received from peoplearound
you sinceembracing | dam?

Initially, there were a lot of
problems at home and there was
some friction from the Roman
Catholic side of my family even
though they only practised as a
form of tokenism. However, | have
always been a top achiever in
school and deemed to be a
perfectionist so | was cut some
slack in that regard. My mother
didn’'t understand Islam but she
loved me and respected me and
even separated my mealsfromthe
rest of the family. She cooked
meats that were not pork in
different pots, when all were
eating pork. This caused some
problems in the sense that other
family members felt that | was
receiving special treatment
because of this accommodation.

My Grandparents, who hold a
very special placein my heart, as
they raised mefor most of my life
when | was not with my parents,
were a little skeptical. My
Grandfather who is educated and
of worldly experience had
questions but he could
understand the basis of my
decision whereas my beloved
Grandmother had not experienced
much of theworld or other people
than her closely knit Protestant
community of closed-minded
Anglo-Saxons. She could not
understand how | could just
simply denounce my ownreligion
and be a Muslim. She had never
practised Christianity in my
lifetime, but she still felt | was
making a mistake because for her
and many people in this society
who have had no experience with
other religions or cultures, Islam
meansterrorism. Themediaisthe
cause of most of the negative
perceptionsof Isamand | believe
itisthetrueroot of all thefriction
between Islam and the rest of
society. For example, the movie,
The Siege, is coming out and it
portrays Muslims (practising on
the screen by making Salat and

Continued on page 2
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Muslim Role M odels

Imam Abu Haneefa (Rehmatullah Alaih)

C )

From the
Qur'an
They question
you about strong
drink (alcohol)
and games of
chance. Say: In
both there is
great sin, and
(some) utility for
people; but the
sin of them is
greater than their
usefulness. And
they ask you
s(o Muhammed)
what thet should
spend (in the way
of Allah.) Say:
That which is
superfluous.

(ch. 2:219)

” From the )
Hadith

"If one gives in charity
what equals (even) one
date-fruit from the
honestly earned
money, and Allah
accepts only the
honestly earned
money, Allah takes it in
His Right (Hand) and
then enlarges its
reward for that person
(who gives) as anyone
of you brings up his
baby horse, so much
so that it becomes as

big as a mountain."

\_ (alBukhar) /

by Muhammad Yaseen

His name was Nu‘'man ibn
Thabit ibn Zutaibn Mah, but the
great Imam was better known by
his kunya of Abu Haneefa. The
Imam of Persian origin was born
in the 80th year after the Hijrain
thecity of Kufa(now inlrag). Itis
said that *Ali (ra) was asked to
pray over the family by Abu
Haneefas father. “1 believe Abu
Haneefa was the fruit of this
Du'a” sad Abu Haneefa (ra)’'s
grandson, lsma'il.

By profession he sold cloth
and was an honest businessman.
Onceawoman cameto himwitha
piece of cloth wanting himto sell
it for her. When asked how much
he should sell it for, the woman
replied, “ 100 dirhams.” Thelmam
looked at her in astonishment
knowing that it was worth much
more than that. The woman then
raised the price to 200 dirhams.
After thisthe Imam took out 500
dirhamsand paid her for the cloth
and told her it was worth that
much. This shows the honesty
and ethics of this great man.

The Imam sat at the feet of
and learned from amost al the
teachers in his city. Whilst his
teacher, Hammad was alive, Abu
Haneefa would never stretch his
feetinthedirection of histeacher's
house. This shows the respect
and the ‘Adab' he showed
towards those who imparted
knowledge on him. Evenwhen he
went to other cities for business,
he would find the circles where
sacred knowledge wastaught and
sit there too.

During one of his travels to
Madinah, he sat in agathering of
ImamMalikibnAnas. ImamMdik,
who was well aware of who Abu
Haneefawas (for Abu Haneefa's
famehad spread far and wide), had
to leave. One of his (Imam
Malik’s) companions saw him
leaving and asked why he was
swesting so profusely. ThenImam
Malik replied, “What a great

Fageeh (scholar in Islamic
jurisprudence) that man is! If he
wanted to provethat thispillar was
made of gold hewould have surely
done so!” Later onin hislife, the
same places that he once went to
in order to acquire knowledge and
learn, people heard of his coming
ahead of time and gathered to listen
andlearnfromhim.

Hewasindeed aman of Taqwa
and Ward . For forty yearshe made
his Fajr prayer with the same
Wudhu that he made for his ‘Isha
prayer (he stayed up all night in
prayer). He completed 7,000
readings of the Qur’ an at the place
of hisdeath. Hewasknowntobea
man who gave so much charity it
wasasif hehad no fear of poverty.
As the Prophet (pbuh) said:
“Charity does not decrease
weslth.”

‘ AllamaShibli Nu‘ mani relates
inhisSirat-i-Nu‘ man thefollowing
story: “Therewasamanslivingin
the Imam’s neighbourhood. After
his day’s work he used to come
home with meat and wine and
entertain hisfriendsat night. They
would all eat kebabs, which he
himself roasted, and drink hiswine
with him. Happily drunk, hewould
now and again sing a couplet
which said: ‘ People havelet mego
to waste, who would have been so
useful to them in battle and in
siege.’” The Imam, who used to
spend the greater part of the night
in prayer, would hear his singing,
but never objected to it out of
neighbourly consideration and his
habitual kindness. One night the
police, who happened to pass that
way, arrested the man and locked
him up. On thefollowing morning
the Imam mentioned to hisfriends
that he had not heard his
neighbour’s singing during the
previousnight. They informed him
of what had happened. The Imam
at once ordered his mount, put on
his darbar (formal) dress and
proceeded to the governor’'s
house. The governor thenwas'Isa
ibn Musa, a cousin of Caliph
Mansur and distinguished among
the Abbasids for sagacity and
bravery. On being informed that
Imam Abu Haneefawas coming to
see him, he sent a number of his
courtierstoreceivehim, with orders
that he should be escorted on
horseback right up to the courtyard
of the governor’s house. As soon
as the Imam’s horse approached,
he stood up, and after thelmam had
dismounted, took him to aseat with
al respect. Then he said, “Why
have you taken the trouble of
coming here? You could have sent
for me.” The Imam said, “What
bringsmehereisthat acobbler who
ismy neighbour has been arrested
by the prefect of policeand | want
him released.” ‘Isa immediately
sent orders for the cobbler’s
release. The cobbler was brought
to the governor’s house and set
free, and he accompanied the Imam
on his way home. “Well, my
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friend,” said the Imam to him,
“have | allowed you to go to
waste?’ Thiswas with reference
to the coupl et the cobbler used to
sing. Thecobbler replied, “No, s,
you have proved a good
neighbour.” From that day on the
cobbler changed his way of life.
Giving up his drunken merry-
making, he joined the Imam’s
classesand in due course attained
to such a scholarship that he
came to be known as a Fageeh.
Subhan-Allah!

Among the Imam’s many
students that he produced are
two great Fugaha (scholars):
Imam Muhammad as-Shaybani
and Imam Abu Yusuf. These two
weretheleading studentsof Imam
Abu Haneefa and helped codify
thefirst collection of Figh, which
isknown today asthe Hanafi Figh.
Thisisthe proof of the painstaking
efforts that the Imam and his
studentswent through to interpret
the Sunnah and sift out the strong
Hadith from theweak. The Hanéfi
school of thought is the first of
the four schools of Islamic
jurisprudence that has been
accepted up until today by the
Ahl-Sunnah  wal-Jama' ah.
Approximately 75% of Ahl-
Sunnah are of the Hanafi tradition.
Imam Muhammad was one of the
main teachersof Imamal-ldrisas-
Shafi‘i.

One of the Imam’s student’s
wasonce summoned by the Caliph
to deliver a Khutba in his
presence. The student, ‘Abd al-
‘Azizibn Rawad cameto the great
Imam for some advice on what to
say. “Say,” counselled the Imam,
“*Commander of the Faithful,
there can be only three objects of
worldly pursuits. Namely honour,
territory, and wealth. You haveall
three. Turn now to piety and
virtuous deeds, so that you
acquire the good things of the
other world."””

There were many instances
where the Imam would deny and
reject jobs working as a Qadi
(judge) for the government. The
Imamwould never givearulingto
please any government official,
whichisthemain reason hewould
never accept thisjob. Asaresult
of this stance taken by the Imam,
Caliph Mansur became angry and
had himthrowninjail.

The great Imam was taken to
prison in 146 AH. By this time
Kufa had become a centre of
learning fromall around theworld.
People had flocked from various
countriesto come and learn from
Imam Abu Haneefa. The
government allowed him for a
period to carry on hisclassesfrom
inside the jail. It was here where
Imam Muhammad received most
of hisknowledgefrom him. Asthe
crowds got larger and more and
more people came to learn from
him, the government finally
decided to do away with him by
having him poisoned. When Abu

Haneefa felt the effects of the
poison, he bent down in prayer and
died in the position of Sujud
(prostration). Thegreat Imam died
intheyear of 150 AH.

News of his death spread like
wildfire throughout the land.
When the city Qadi bathed his
body, he kept on repeating, “By
Allah, you were the greatest
Fageeh and the most pious man of
our time. You had all the qualities
of greatness in you. You were
indeed so great that nobody after
you may hopeto reachyour level.”
The first Janaza (funeral prayer)
prayed for him was prayed by
50,000 people, but peoplestill kept
coming. So the prayer was
performed six timesand it was not
till sunset that the burial took place.
“There could be no greater
evidence of his popularity than
this,” said “AllamaShibli Nu'man.

Although people like Imam
Abu Haneefaarerareto find (if at
all they could be found) it is
important for Muslimsto look back
and examine our past. We come
from arich and powerful tradition
of God-fearing men and women;
these same people struggled and
fought to keep this Deen alive.
These are the people who planted
the seeds of whose fruit bear up
until today. This Imam holds a
special place in the Muslim
tradition, and it should be noted
that one cannot study his life
without falling in complete love
and awe of him. He once said: “If
the Ulamaarenot Allah’sfriends,
then Allah hasno friends.” Surely
he was a friend of Allah who
revived the Sunnah. The Prophet
(pbuh) said: “Hewho bringslifeto
my Sunnah, it's as if he brought
lifetome.”

We ask Allah to shower Imam
Abu Haneefa with Hismercy, and
send peace and blessings upon our
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). We
ask Allah to help us implement
some of the characteristicsof Imam
Abu Haneefa in us, to forgive us,
and to guide us upon the straight
path, Insha-Allahu Ta ala. Ameen.
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Zulgarnain

Continued from page 1

lesson we learn from this story.

In the second episode he leads
an expedition to the East. Here
people live a simple life.
Zulgarnain did not interfere with
their lifestyle and recognized his
own imitationsinthesight of God.
Man can never completely
understand his own position but
only when he devotedly looks to
God. Only then hewill liveand let
others live. This is the spiritual
lesson from the second episode.

In the third episode, he
conquered a people who did not
understand his language.They
communicated with him through
interpreters. The people herewere
troubled by the Gog and Magog.
They were willing to pay
Zulgarnain tribute if he could
provide them protection from
these invasions.

The permanent protection
they wanted was the closing of a
mountain gap through which the
incursionswere made. Zulgarnain
was not greedy and did not want
to impose a tribute. He
understood the power that God
had given him and it was better
than the tribute.

He told them that he would
provide the know-how and skills
and they should provide the
material and labour to close the
gap withastrong barrier, enforced
with iron and well-secured gates.
The work was done with their
cooperation but Zulgarnain
claimed no credit for it. Heturned
their attention to God who
provided the ways and means. He
toldthemthat al such precautions
must come to an end — God has
said so in his Revelation and His
word is true. The spiritua lesson
fromthethird episodeisthis. Take
precautions and do all in your
power to protect yourself from
evil. But no protectioniscomplete
unlessyou seek the help and grace
of God. The best of precautions
will crumble to dust when the
appointed Day arrives. Zulgarnain
relied upon God and made the
people remember the Day of
Judgement when they will receive
punishments and rewards
according to their deeds in their
present life.

Righteousness and true
respect for God excludes man
from the worship of everything
else. Such isthe criteria of the
truefaith.

Muslim Lawyers
unite

continued from page 8

lawyers and law students; (2) to
provide education to the Muslim
community regarding the
Canadian legal system and
common law rights; and (3) to
provide peer support to Muslims
inthelega community.

The Association is set up to
operate without the purpose of
financial gainforitsmembers. Any
money raised by the Association
will go towards the promotion of
its objectives. The Association is
to be overseen by a Board of
Governors which will be elected
by the membership after aninterim
organisational period.

The MLA is a remarkably
inclusive organisation as
evidenced by its membership
whichisdrawn from Muslim men
and women from various ethnic
backgrounds and denominations.
Adhering to a high standard of
professionalism, the lawyers
range from sole practitioners to
associatesin major downtown law
firms. The student memberscome
from all thelaw schoolsin Ontario
and also some from outside the

province.
Khalid Baksh, one of the
current “pillars” of the

organisation, says that existing
lawyers find it encouraging that
young, highly-educated, and very
able lawyers are coming out to
represent their clients and the
community at large, which is
extremely fortunate. Although the
“Establishment” has not been

exposed to Muslims as much
before, it isnow seeing themin a
positive light. These lawyers are

not just for the Muslim
community; service and
assistance is provided to

everyone. Many of these lawyers
already represent major
corporations as barristers and
solicitorsof choice. They excel at
what they do.

Bassem Shakeel, another
stalwart figure of the M LA, recalls
someof theinitial efforts of getting
lawyers together. Going through
the professional and law school
directories and calling up people
out of the blue. Reactions ranged
from the warm and welcoming to
the apathetic and occasionally
negative. After several years of
small monthly dinner meetings at
downtown restaurants, the
network has grown to about fifty
individuals with almost equal
numbers of lawyers and law
students.

MLA members have already
made numerous presentations on
various|egal and academic issues
at law schools and Muslim
institutions. They will continue
this work and expand their
activitiesto meet the needsof their
members and the Muslim
community, Insha-Allah.

Khalid Baksh can be
contacted at (416) 869-8410 and
Bassem Shaked at (416) 865-4550.
Information on the MLA can be
also be obtained on the Internet
at their new website created by
another active lawyer member, F.
Asif  Quadir at http://
www.mudimlaw.org/.

It pays to Advertize in
The Ambition
Reach thousands of Muslims from all
ethnic backgrounds

Our Bait-ul-Maal

continued from page 1

collection. What isvery sad about
these exercises is that there is
absolutely no accountability for
those who solicit the funds. The
end result is that people become
disillusioned and losefaith.

Setting up of the Treasury.

The Bait-ul-Maal can only be
set up through close cooperation
of existing mosques and other
Islamic bodies. The pre-requisite
for the setting up of such a body,
in my opinion, should be as
follows.

First, there should be a close
cooperation between mosques
and other organizationsinthetrue
Islamic spirit and free from
individual or corporate egos.
Secondly, alegal Trust agreement
should be executed to which the
participating mosques and
organizations become a party.
Thirdly, the administration of the
Trust document should be by a
Board of Governorsconsisting of
persons from the community who
are nominated to the board by the
participating parties and the
participants should be willing to
abide by the decisions for the
Board of Governors. Fourthly, it
should be made sure that the
Board consists of personswho are
both reasonably knowledgeable
about Idamic Shariah, andwho are
both educated and professionals.
Lastly, anindependent and neutral
party should periodically review
the activities of the Treasury to
ensure that legal clauses of the
trust document are being abided

by.

Sourceof Funds.

The fundsfor thisBait-ul-Maal
will come from annual
contributions PLUS the Zakat,
Fitra and Khairat (donations)
collected by the participating
organizations at Eid and
throughout the year. The moneys
collected by the participating
parties during Jummah and at
other timesthat are not designated
as Zakat, Fitra or Khairat may
remain with the donors and need
not go into the treasury.

The annual contribution
should be a fixed sum of money
per adult Muslims per month. The
amount of the contribution should
be such that it causes a minimum
of hardship on contributors in
even the lowest income bracket.
This, however, will not preclude
anyone from contributing
anything in excess of the set
minimum amount. The amount
may be paid each month, or by
making an annual contribution.
The ideal form of payment and
collection would be by pre-
authorised payments.

Next comes the question of

Have
a
HAPPY
RAMADHAN

what that minimum amount should
be. Let ussay that amount is$5 or
$10 per adult Muslim per month.
At these rates a single person
would pay between $60 and $120
per year. A family of two adults
will pay between $120 or $240 per
year and so on. Compare this to
the several hundreds (up to $5000)
that the Muslims are asked to
contribute or pledge whenever
thereisadrivefor money for anew
mosque, improvement of existing
facilities and for other religious
plans and projects. This form of
annual contribution will promote
the Islamic concept of equality as
far asthe contributing goeswhich
is something very similar to the
concept of Fitra. Drops of water,
however small, can form an ocean.
Assuming that there will be
100,000 Muslims in Southern
Ontariowilling to contribute at the
rate of $10 per month, the annual
revenue in this case should be
twelve million per year from this
source alone. With 150,000
donors, thetotal collectionwould
be eighteen million dollars. Add
to this what may be received by
the participating organizations in
theform of Zakat, Fitraand Khairat
and you could have an amount in
excess of twenty million dollars
per year!

Useof funds.

Once the funds are collected,
they will be used in accordance
with the terms of the Trust
document. These terms will be
decide by the Board of Governors
when drafting the agreement.

The uses to which the funds
may beput are unlimited. However,
here is a list of things which |
believeisof primeimportanceand
aslice of the pie could be devoted
to each: maintenance and upkeep
of the participating mosques, or
Islamic Centers; building or
purchasing of new mosqgues, or
centers based on the needs of the
community for such projects;
Food Bank for the Muslims;
Islamic Education; helping new
Muslims and Muslims who are
new arrivalsinthe provinceintheir
settlement; protecting the cause
of Idam and other relevant causes.

The foregoing suggestionisa
“pleafromtheheart.” Itisadream!
But it is a dream that is not

Muslim professional, 49,
employed, fromthe
subcontinent, involved in
the community work,
enjoys travel, going
through separation, is
seeking an Allah-fearing,
practicing Muslima who
wishes to have children,
for a life-time commitment
to share and enjoy the
bounties of this life. Please
send details with a current
returnable photo. Inquiry
#80.

Matrimonial ads are
published for your service
but The Ambition does not
take any responsibility of
any sort.

Addressyour responses
to Matrimonials c/o The
Ambition and include the
inquiry # on the outside of
the envelope.

The Ambition accepts
Matrimonial adsat $15 for
3 lines per single insert.
Additional lines are extra.
They must be pre-paid by
cheque or money order. To
place an ad call Sister
Wilma at (416) 247-0948.

The Ambition
6452 Finch Ave. West
Unit 148, Toronto, ON

M9V 1T4

unattainable. Furthermore the
suggestions are not something
cast in stone, but rather a outline
which can be adapted and built
upon for the benefit of the
community by theleaderswho will
beresponsiblein administeringthe
Bait-ul-Madl.

Will itwork?Why, sure! If we
work with honesty, devotion,
dedication and selflessness, we
are bound to succeed. Muslims
are agiving people and once they
seethat the system is established,
working and trustworthy, they will
fill the coffers of the Treasure.
Soon hereafter the system may
spread throughout Canada.
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by Shameel Siddiqi

Islamic knowledge is
education of Islam. It is
beliefs and teachings.
Islam is the way of peace
and harmony, submission
and obedience to Allah. A
person who accepts the
Islamic way of life and acts
upon it, is a Muslim.
Islamic knowledge is
based on the Five Pillars
of Islam, which are as
follows:

1. Shahadah [beliefs in
Allah  and Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh)

2. Salat (praying five
times each day)

3. Sawm (fasting in the
month of Ramadan)

4. Zakat (obligatory
charity)

5. Hajj (pilgrimage to
Mecca.)

ISLAMIC KNOWLEDGE

In Islam you shouldn’t
backbite. It is like eating
the flesh of your brother.
Islamic knowledge should
be learned from the Holy
Qur’an.

One can learn more
about Islamic knowledge
by reading the Seerah
[life of Muhammad (pbuh)]
and other stories about
other prophets, such as
Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, and Jesus [pbut].

The Qur’an is the
complete book of
guidance for mankind. It is
a sacred book of the
Muslims and the main
source of law in Islam. The
whole Qur’an is from
Allah. Each word in itis a
revealed word. No other
book in the world can
match the Qur’'an in

respect of its recording
and preservation.

Salah is the practical
proof of our faith in Allah
and Islam. The five daily
prayers are:

1. Fajr

2. Zuhr

3. Asr

4. Maghrib

5.Isha

Other duties of a
Muslim are to obey your
parents, respect your
relatives, neighbours,
help the needy, and the
orphans. Islam is the
complete way of life. Allah
is the Creator of the
universe for all mankind.
Islam is an Arabic word
which means submission
and obedience.

BASIC QUALITIES OF
A BELIEVER INISLAM are

as follow:

Always telling the truth,
keeping promises that
are told, be tolerant to
others, always be polite
to others, be modest,
maintaingood
brotherhood, learn from

2. Enoch (pbuh)
3. Noah (pbuh)

4. Hud (pbuh)

5. Salih (pbuh)

6. Abraham (pbuh)
7. Ishmael (pbuh)
8. Isaac (pbuh)

9. Lot (pbuh)

each other, always be 10. Jacob (pbuh)
kind, be thankful, and 11. Joseph (pbuh)
visiting the sick 12. Shu’aib (pbuh)
Basic believes of a 13. Job (pbuh)
believer are: 14. Moses (pbuh)
1. One God, Allah 15. Aaron (pbuh)
2. Angels 16. Ezekiel (pbuh)
3. Books of Allah 17. David (pbuh)

4. Messengers of Allah 18. Solomon (pbuh)

5.The Day of 19. Elias (pbuh)
Judgement 20. Elisha (pbuh)

6. Life after Death 21. Jonah (pbuh)

7. Allah’s Divine and 22. Zachariah (pbuh)
complete Knowledge 23. John (pbuh)

PROPHETS OF ALLAH 24. Jesus (pbuh)
(Biblical Names): 25. Muhammad (pbuh)

1. Adam (pbuh) the last prophet of Islam

Islamic Summer Day Camp - “A First of
Kind in Toronto”

Its

By Muaz Nasir

During the month of
July, while most of you
were enjoying your
summerbreak, the Islamic
Summer Day Camp was in
full swing at Midland
Avenue Collegiate
Institute. The camp
started on July 6th with 45
students and on July 31st
it concluded its final day
with a total number of 65
students. The camp was
organized by the Islamic
Institute of Toronto and
MENTORS (Muslim
Education Network,
Training and OutReach
Service). Thegoal was to
offer Muslim children
from the ages 6 to 12 an
Islamic environment to
take part in a variety of
educational and rec-
reational activities and we
are pleased to say we
fulfilled our objective.
Just to give you an idea
of the Camp, there were
four subjects (Islamic
Studies, Islamic Songs
and Stories, Arts and
Crafts, and Recreation)
and four weeks. Each
week was given a theme
accompanied by a trip.
The firstweek’s theme
was “Exploring the
Natural World”, which

gave the childrenalook at
the natural world and the
powers of Allah. For that
week thewhole camp went
on a trip to Riverdale
Farm to look in closeup
thewonders of the natural
world and the creativity of
Allah.The second week
took campers back into
the time of the early
Muslims and was called
“Time Travellers.” After a
week of learning about
the past,the camp went
into the future on atrip to
the Ontario Science
Center. The theme of the
third week was “World
Explorers,” and it showed
thekids how Islam spread
throughout Arabia and
the World. The trip for that
week was to the Royal
Ontario Museum to see
an exhibit on Islam.The
theme for the last week
was “Bridge Builders.” It
showed everyonethe
importance of respon-
sibility, self respect and
our duties towards Allah
and our fellow Muslims.
The last trip was to
Thomson Memorial Park
and the campers’ parents
were invited to join in the
fun.The instructors for
the camp included Shaykh
Abdool Hamid, Shaykh

Abdullah Hakim, Br. Bilal
Ibrahim, Sr. Rukhshana
Khan, Sr. Fanieza Nasir
and Sr. Uzma Jalaluddin.
There were also camp
counselors (high school
and university students)
who were provided with a
great summerexperience.

(Muaz Nasir is a Grade 8
student. He volunteered at
the Islamic Summer day
Camp.)

Awards Ceremony
for Children

by Farhan A. Khan

On October 11th, 1998,
the 20th annual Quaid-E-
Azam Awards Ceremony
took place at the
University of Toronto.
These awards recognize
students who achieve
excellent academic marks
above 75%. They are a
means of motivating
students to perform
better. This year, |, Farhan
Ali Khan, came in 2nd
place among Grade 12
students. My brother,
Zeeshan Ali Khan, won a
prize in a “Jeopardy” like
contest. The entire
evening was a great
experience and | hope to
attend it again next year.
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Thirteen-year-old
memorises the Holy
Qura’an

Reported by Naseer Syed

Omair Ali is one of the latest i home-grown Hafiz-ul-Qur’ an
(memoriser of the Qur’an) to \.&‘ graduate from the Jamiah-al-
Uloom-al-Islamiyyah (Institute of Islamic Learning) in Ajax,
Ontario. He started at the age of 10 in September 1994 and
completed the 3-year program in July of thisyear. At hisenrolment he
was evaluated on the Tajweed (pronunciations) of the Surahs that he
knew. Before starting the memorisation part of the program, Omair was
taught proper Tajweed for 4 months. At that timethere were about 30-40
children; now thereare about 115, ranging in age from 10-20 yearsold.

Based on the format of a boarding school for boys, Omair shared a
largeroom with fiveroommates. M ealswere provided for all, except for
those boyswho were used to food from home provided by their parents.
Following arelatively demanding study schedule, the boys were busy
from 7:45 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and Saturdaysfrom
7:45 a.m. till noon. Sundayswere generally free, but evening programs
wereheld from 6-8 p.m.

Academic courses such as English, Socia Studies, History, Science,
and Math (and also recently-added Geography and Physical/Health
Education) are offered from 1-4 p.m. daily. The boysmaintain their dual
studies so that when they return to their regular public schoolsthey are
at the same level as the other students. Tuition is currently $4,000 per
year. Begun modestly in August 1992, the Ajax school is striving to
improveits programs and facilities and has alarge property that can be
devel oped much further. In addition to the memorisation of the Qur’an,
the school offers a seven-year Alim program which is more
comprehensive and includes learning the Arabic language, Tafseer,
Hadith, Shari‘ah, and much more. A sister school for girls, the Mariyah
Islamic School at 3609 Sheppard Avenue East (with classesalso at 100
McL evin Avenue), offers Qur’ an reading classes for asurprisingly low
fee.

After graduating and entering Grade 9, Omair continues his Qur’ an
studies two hours a day after school with a Hafiz Teacher, in order to
maintain and strengthen his memorisation. During the upcoming
Ramadan, Omair may befound leading Taraweeh prayersat theMuslim
Community Centre in Mississauga (Winston Churchill and Rideway),
sharing duties with another recently graduated student and supervised
by a seasoned Hafiz. Omair’s parents, Syed Abdul Jabbar Ali (Basit)
and Muneer Fatima Ali (Atiya) are very proud, as is his older sister
Arshiya.

The Ambition publishes your announcements for a
nominal cost. Please call for info.
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CIC Establishes Writing Award for Yom Zekrah, a day to
remember Muslim victims of genocide

The Canadian Islamic
Congress announced that it has
designated the first Friday of
November as Yom Zekrah, a day
to remember all Mudlimvictims of
genocide and its following week
as Genocide Against Muslims
Awareness WWeek.

The Congress has also
established the annual Sister
AZiza Mohamed Youssef Award for
best student essay on the subject
of Muslim victims of genocide.
Thecompetitionisopentoal high
school and university/college
students.

Theaward consistsof $400to
the wining essay, distributed
equally between the student
author(s) of the essay ($200 cash
prize) and ($200 worth of Islamic
books) to the library of the

sponsoring school or
organisation.

The essay may be co-
authored and its length should be
1000-1200 words. Thedeadlinefor
submissionisMarch 1, 1999. The
essay should be typed and
double-spaced.

All the submitted essays
become CIC'sproperty. Theaward
is given at the CIC’s annual
conference on Saturday, June 26,
1999, Insha-Allahin Toronto.

The family of the late Sister
Aziza Mohamed Youssef has
established an endowment fund as
Sadaga Jareeyah with CIC for the
award. The Congresscallson CIC
members and friends to establish
similar endowment funds.

Some references describing
genocideagainst Muslims:

[1] H.G. Wells, A Short History
of the World, Penguin Books,
1949,

[2] Chambers Dictionary of
World History, Chambers, 1994.

[3] G. C. Kohn, Dictionary of
Wars, Doubleday, 1987.

[4] Erna Paris, The End of
Days, Lester Publishing, 1995.

[5] David Brownstone & Irene
Franck, Timelines of War, Cittle,
Brown & Company, 1994.

[6] A. Hourani, A History of
the Arab Peoples, Harvard
University Press, 1991.

[7] Rolond Oliver & J.D. Fage,
A Short History of Africa, 1968.

[8] J. Burne, ed., Chronicle of
theWorld, Longman, 1989.

[9] N. Davies, Europe: A
History, Pimilico, 1997.

Federation of Muslim Women

by Farhia Jabaney

A group of dedicated Muslim
women have recently formed the
Federation of Muslim Women in
Toronto. This organisation is
composed of young, dynamic
Muslimahs who are striving to
help and educate others about
Muslimwomen in Canada.

Although Muslims are well-
represented by various Islamic
organisations, there are few
organisationstargeted specificaly
totheMudimwoman. TheFMW's
primary mandate isto educate the
public about Islam and in
particular, address the needs of
Muslimahs.  This under-
represented group of Muslimswill
now have a strong voice that will
allow them to deal with topics
specific to their gender. Some of
the FMW'’s objectives are to
identify and find solutionsfor the
special needs of Muslimahs,

provide support services, assist
newcomers and provide
humanitarian relief for Muslims
both globally and at home. In
addition, the Federation seeks to
disseminate information specific
to Muslimwomentoal publicand
private institutions.

The FMW aready has ateam
of dedicated sisters and would
gladly welcomeany Muslimswho

can contribute in their many
activities, which range from
literacy and health to social
activities.  Their  annual
membership fee is $10 and
membershipisopentoall Mudims.

Call or write to contact the
FMW:

Tel: (416) 654-3549,

Fax: (416) 654-2086

E-mail: info@fmw.org

Muslim lawyers unite to serve the
community

by Naseer Syed

After years of relatively quiet
and informal networking and
modest behind-the-scenes
community involvement, Muslim
lawyersin Ontario are announcing
theformal creation of the Muslim
Lawyers Association.Begun in
1992-1993 through the initial

CIC Establishes Youth VIP: A Youth
Volunteer Internship Program

The Canadian Islamic
Congress (CIC) has established a
Youth Volunteer Internship
Program (Youth VIP) designated
to encourage Muslim youth (ages
13-23) to volunteer to serve the
community by completing an
internshipwith CIC.

The internship can be
completed at the volunteer’shome
city. In appreciation of the
volunteer’s contribution, CIC
pays a nomina honorarium and
upon completion of the volunteer
task, each volunteer receives a
Certificate of Recognition of
volunteer hours, which can be
used when applying to medical
and law schools, MBA, and other
university programs.

The CIC certificates can be
used to apply for provincial
government programs, if
applicable, that pay university or
college student tuition fees.

British Columbian students who
spend 300 hourswith CIC’'s Youth
VIPwill beableto apply for upto
$2,400 grant money fromthe B.C.
government astuition fees. Other
provincial governments may
follow B.C.’s lead, and create
similar programs.

Nadia Sabry, a second year
Science student at McGill
university has finished an
internship working for CIC asthe
first Student Volunteer, under CIC's

effortsof Khalid Baksh, El-Farouk
Khaki, Bassem Shakeel, and Kabir
Ahmed (the latter two were law
students at the time), the
organisation has evolved into a
dynamic and exciting network of
professionals and students with
ambitious plansfor their members
and the Muslim community in
Ontario.

The formal objectives of the
Association are (1) to advocate
areas of interest for Muslim

continued on page 6

Youth VIP, during the summer of
1998.

To join CIC's Youth VIP for
Summer 1999, send a complete
resume, with acover letter of areas
of interest in volunteer work (e.g.
research, web r i

Ramadhan on December 20 And Eid
on January 19

The National Research
Council (NRC) of Canada has
confirmed the scientific
calculation made by Dr. Fakhri
Karray of the University of
Waterloo,Canada, concerning the
occurence time of the new moon
(universal timing),and the local
timing of the moon set and moon
risein 8 major Canadian citiesfor
Ramadan (1st day of Ramadan)
and Shawal (first day of Eid
Elfitr)." These times have been
confirmed to be accurate within

oneminute precision,” Dr. Karray
said. “According to these
computations, it is impossible to
sight the moon on December 18
(First day of Ramadan can not be
declared December 19.

Most probably thefirst day will
be December 20, Inshallah. For the
day of Eid El Fitr, it is highly
unlikelythat the moon could be
sighted on January 17thin North
America. Hence, Eid will not be
declared on January 18, but most
probably on the 19th, Inshallah.”

Two dedicated "Servents of Allah”
(Abdullah) leave Canada this month

Two of Canada's prominent Imamswill soon beleaving us.

Dr. Abdullah Hakim Quick is moving to South Africa and Imam
Abdalla Idris Ali is moving to the U.S.A. Contributions of these two
brothers to the development of Islamic communities in Toronto in
particular and North Americain General arewell known. Asatoken of
appreciation, afarewell Reception and Dinner to recognize and honour
them was organised by the Council of Imams-Canada, followed by the
presentation of Plaques. Imams, Community L eaders, |slamic workers
and other well wisherswereinvited to this event.

At theend of thismonth both of these Imamswill beleaving Canada,
Insha Allah. Dr. Abdullah Hakim is moving to South Africaand Imam
Abdallaldrisis moving to Kansas, USA.

Remember worthy causes in Ramadhan
and give generously

In the month of Ramadhan we will all be remembering and being
encouraged to give generous donations to worthy causes. In addition
to seeking the pleasure of Allah, you will also be ableto qualify for tax-
receiptsfor theincometax returnsthat you will befiling next year. You
can givevariousamountsto different charities. Thetax receiptsmay be
issued immediately, a few months later, or just before the tax return
season. Because there will be many charities competing for your
donations, | would recommend that you try to give moreto few charities
asit can have abigger impact, and entailsfewer administrative costs. In
the past, you received a greater tax benefit for the portion of your total
donations which exceeded $200. Although these tax-receiptswill only
beavailablefor those charitieswhich areregistered and recognized asa
Charity in Canada, there are many worthy causes for which your only
rewardswill comefrom Allah and the good feelingsfrom within yourself.

Canadian Muslims: Who's Who

The CIC will publish the Muslims Who is Who book in the first
quarter of 1999. Thisisthefirst timein Canadafor such apublication.

The Congress invites individuals and organisations, Muslims and
non-Muslims, to nominate individual sto be included in the prestigious
publication. The data on the nominated person and four photos are
needed before December 31, 1998. Details are given at the Congress
Internet website, http: //mmw.cicnow.conV.The person can be nominated
based on his’lher community service, his professional achievements
and/or his/her contributionsto thewell-being of Canada, Iam, Muslims,
and/or humanity.

“The achievements and contributions of Muslim Canadians,
especially women and youth are under-reported. We want to change
this situation,” the Congress said in statement. “We know of many
deserving people, but we have very little documentation for future
generations and for history.”




