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What is the Qur'an: An
insider's view
The Qur’an commands the believers to use their God-given
intellect to interpret the guidance

by Professor Mohamed Elmasry
(1st of a two part series)

The Qur’an is believed by
Muslims to be the Word of God
revealed to Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) in Arabic over 1400 years
ago. The language is unique and
the styleisexceptional. Although
the Arabsat thetime of itsrevela-
tion were experiencing a peak in
literary excellence, the Qur’an
proved to be a challenge to them.
None were able to produce any-
thing similar, not even a short
chapter. In the Qur’an it is cat-
egorically stated that they would
never be able to do it. Had they
succeeded, Islam asareligion may
not have survived.

But why the challenge and
why the failure? This stems from
the fact that the Qur’an uses the
same unique elegant language to
explain a variety of topics: faith,
theology, acts of worship, spiritu-
ality, aswell ascomplex legal is-
sues such as family laws and the
civil and criminal penal codes. The
Qur’an addresses such topics
with varying degreesof simplicity
and sophistication. But the lan-
guageisawaysthe same: abeau-
tiful classical Arabic styledin po-
etry-prose, which made it possi-
blefor the entire book to be memo-
rised by millions, including those
whose mother tongue is not Ara-
bic. Many scholars, Muslims and

non-Mudim, who arefluentin Ara-
bic maintain that the Qur'an is a
literary miracle (MU' jeza).

Even today, the more a person
(Muslimor non-Muslim) becomes
fluent in Arabic the more he/she
can appreciate the beautiful
rhythm of the Qur’ an, which often
brings joy to the hearts. A skilled
reciter of the Qur’ an often reduces
an Arabic-speaking audience to
surrendering tears. As Professor
H. A. R. Gibb put it, “No man in
fifteen hundred years has ever
played on that deep toned instru-
ment with such power, such bold-
ness, and such range of emotional
effect.” Theliterary miracleof the

Continued on page 8

The School Advisory Council

A positive and proactive attitude is needed to influence our

by Osman Bakhach

Thisisacall tothosewho cher-
ish the future of their children, to
those who give priority to build-
ing and preserving their children’s
Islamic identity and personality.
Thefocus of the articleisto shed
light ontherole of the School Ad-
visory Council. To know your
right isthefirst step towards prac-
tisingit.

In April 1997, the Education
Improvement Commission was
established to investigate and pro-
pose ways and means of improv-
ing the education provided by the
public school system in Ontario.
The Commission sought active
consultation from the broad pub-

children's education

lic by issuing a discussion paper
and requesting input. It received
over 1800 written responses re-
flecting the views of approximately
16,000 people. The Commission
then met with provincial associa-
tions and held public consulta-
tionsin 22 communities, inwhich
over 2000 peopl e participated, be-
foreissuing itsReport onthe Role
of School Councils (you can ac-
cess the full report at http://
eic.edu.gov.on.ca/) The report
contained 43 recommendationson
how to achieve a greater role for
parents in influencing the educa-
tion of their children. The report
states that it supports parents in
wanting “to be able to influence

Muslims performing Hajj

decisionsthat will have animpact
on their children and their local
school” such as school councils,
which “must be included in the
school improvement planning
process to ensure that the priori-
tiesof the community arereflected
in the school’s plan.”

The membership of the School

Continued on page 8
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It's time to work together to make a difference

by Asma Warsi

Councillor Judy Sgro wore a
head-scarf that afternoon. No, she
has not converted to Islam. This
was her way of expressing her re-
spect for the Mosque where she
had been aspeaker. And Mr. Bruce
Rivers, Executive Director of the
CAS, showed his respect by par-
ticipating in the prayers with the

Muslimsinthe prayer hall.
Information booths spon-
sored by the Police, CASand Pub-
lic Health Department were set up
intheauditorium at TARIC at this
very successful symposium on
Saturday, February 7th, 1999.
The focus of the afternoon
was to establish communication
between Chidren's Aid Society,

the Police and the Muslim com-
munity. Councillor Judy Sgro de-
serves our special thanks for
bringing about this wonderful
event and being instrumental in
building bridges between the
Muslim community and these
agencies.

In the recent past there have

Continued on page 3
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Hajj is a time for sacrifice!

It'sthat time of year again. Thelslamic calendar year 1419 iscom-
ing to an end with the month of Zulhagj. As Muslims, once again we
have the opportunity to perform Hajj (pilgrimageto Makkah). A small
reminder of its significance might help ustake note of thisimportant
occasion.

Hajj isan effective meansfor the spiritual unification of Muslims
all over theworld. It is ordained that adult Muslims, who are physi-
cally and financially able, must perform Hajj at least oncein alifetime.
Insha-Allah, an enormous number of Muslimsfrom all cornersof the
world will assemble in Makkah. Nothing will distinguish them from
each other. All will be dressed alike, all will be movinginafixed way,
having the samethoughts, and uttering the samewords: “Herel am at
Your service, O Lord! | amat Your service. You have no partner. | am
at Your service. Yours is the Praise, and Yours is the Favour, and
Yoursisthe Kingdom. You have no associate. | am at Your service.”

It should be noted that Hajj is not merely aritualistic ceremony,
but a spiritual one with deep-rooted connections to the idea of sacri-
fice. One of the reminders of Hajj is the everlasting memory of the
unparalleled spirit of sacrifice shownto theworld by Prophets|brahim
and Isma'1l, peace be upon them.

Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh) had avision threetimesto sacrifice lsma'il
(pbuh), hisonly son. Hetried to execute thisvision with the approval
of hisson, near Makkah. At thetime of execution, Allah (swt) substi-
tuted his sacrifice with a lamb and saved his son. This story is re-
corded in the Qur’ an (37:102-108) and thereisagreat lessoninit: a
lesson that teaches Muslimsto excel in the obedience of Allah (swt),
whatever the price may be.

Thefirstincidence of sacrificeasrelated to usinthe Qur’ an (5:27)
can betraced back to the days of the children of Adam (pbuh). Habil
(Able) offered asacrifice of an animal to Allah (swt). He offered the
best of what he had and Allah (swt) accepted it from him. Qabil (Cain)
offered the worst and Allah (swt) did not accept his sacrifice.

There are many types of sacrificesincluding time, effort, money,
wealth, property, and even life itself. Allah (swt) condemned and
forbade the evil of human sacrifice, which was performed by some
ancient nations. Even sacrificing an animal, asone of theritesof Hajj,
is not meant to be just the act of shedding its blood. No one should
think that meat or blood, as such, isacceptableto Allah (swt). Pagans
before Islam used to think that their idols could be pleased by the
sacrificial blood itself. In relation to their practices, Allah (swt) re-
vealed this verse to us: “It is not their meat nor their blood that
reaches Allah, itisyour piety that reachesHim” (Qur’ &n 22:37).

With Allah (swt), words or claims have no weight. It is actions,
with sincere intention and humility, that count before Him. The best
sacrificeisthe onefor thelove of Allah (swt) with the expectation that
Hewill reward usin thisworld and in the Hereafter.

Allah (swt) acceptsthe offering of our hearts, and as a symbol of
such an offer, some visible institution of this sacrifice is necessary.
During Hajj, Muslims all over the world are asked to sacrifice an
animal inthe nameof Allah (swt), for Hisloveand mercy (if they can
afford it). We have to distribute the meat equally among us, our rela-
tives and friends, and the needy. When we make our sacrifice, we
should remember these verses from the Qur’ &n, as they should also
beamottofor usin our daily life:

“Say: ‘Verily, my Lord hath guided meto away that isstraight, a
right religion, the path (trod) by Ibrahim, the true in faith, and he
(certainly) joined not gods with Allah.” Say: ‘ Truly, my prayer, my
serviceof sacrifice, my livingand my dying are(al) for Allah, Cherisher
of theWorlds. No partner hath He: Thisam | commanded and | amthe
first of thosewho surrender (unto Him)'” (6:161-163).

We must also keep in mind that it is not the outward acts of
sacrifice that matter, but it isto live, according to the Qur’ &n and the
example of our Prophet (pbuh), for the sake of Allah (swt). After all,
that iswhat 1slam stands for.

Once again, let this be areminder for usto reflect on the signifi-
cance of Hajj. On such a holy occasion, let us strengthen our faith
and ask Allah (swt) to establish usfirmly in Hisguidance. Let uslearn
how to sacrificefor those who need our help. Let uslearn how to save
thelives of innocent peoplein al partsof theworld. Let uslearn how
to foster and sponsor their cause. Let usremember that Allah (swt) is
testing us and finally, let us pray to Allah (swt) to guide us and to
forgiveusall. Ameen.

Muhammad Basil Ahmad

The article about Ahmadiya movement
was timely, reader says...

Thank you so much for pub-
lishing the much-needed article
about the Ahmadiyya movement
(January-February 1999issue). Its
timing was certainly perfect. Two
daysafter it wasmade available at
our local masjid, one Muslim
brother complained that his
brother, with his family, had con-
verted to Qadianism; moreover, his
brother was now pressuring him
into doing the same. In the proc-
ess, his brother wanted to force
him into installing a satellite re-
celver torecelvethe Qadiani chan-
nel based in the UK. | had never
heard of the extent of their com-
mitment to spreading their mes-

sage. Asthearticle pointsout, this
Qadiani movement wasingtilled by
the British to corrupt the minds of
the Muslims in India. Now they
are going global with the aim of
subverting Islam from within. But
they arenot “within” the Ummah.
All Muslim scholars have unani-
mously determined that the
Qadianis cannot be labelled as
Muslims. While everyone hasthe
right to believe in what he/she
wants to, no one has the right to
defame others by making false
claims. | can not claim to be a
Christian and then preach contra-
dictory beliefs/ideologies. May
Allah (swt) reward you best for the

Letters to the
editors are pub-
lished unedited
regardless of the
paper's policy. We
entertain all letters
except ones with
impolite language.
Please include your
name, address and
telephone number.
Only names are
published.

noble efforts to enlighten the
Ummah and others who may be
deceived by the Qadianis false
claims. | was glad to access the
website of Dr. Rashid, and was
very pleased with the wealth of
informationit contains. | think it's
amust for every Muslim and non-
Muslim who isinterested in find-
ing out the truth about this sect.
Wassalaam.
Mustafa Lahloub

...but another reader is not too happy about the article

| read with deep interest and
profound apprehension Dr.
Rashid’s article on the
“Ahmadiyya Movement in
(Against) Islam,” which was pub-
lished in the January-February
1999 issue of The Ambition.

Information pertaining to the
historical origin and development
of the Ahmadiyya movement, to-
gether with certain aspects of its
political alignment of orientation
proved to be interesting and use-
ful. However, now that weareliv-
ingin CanadawhereMudimsfrom
all over the world, irrespective of
their ethnic origin, theological or
“sectarian” affiliations, have the
unique opportunity to engage in
constructive dialogue in order to
foster understanding, unity, and
co-operation. | failed to under-
stand therational e or logic behind
the publication of such adivisive
and mean-spirited article. Indeed,
| found the article to be neither
conducive to trust among Mus-
lims nor “to fostering Islamic
views” and values, among the
most important of which aretoler-
ance, rationality and compassion.

The days of “ The British Em-
pireInIndia” during which time
the colonial authorities used the

“divideandrul€’ policy toweaken
theMuslimsarelong bygone. Itis
about timethat instead of wasting
our time and resources by empha-
sising our differences and dwell-
ing on the destructive and useless,
aswell as endless, notion of who
is“in” andwhois“against” Isam
among those who claim adherence
tothefaith, we should try to stress
our commonalties, recognise the
very fundamental right of every
person to call himself/herself a
Muslim, and thus begin to prac-
tice one of the basic tenets of Is-
lam, namely, tolerance, especially
among the Muslims themselves,
including those who wish to be
Muslims. No one has amonopoly
over “the Natural Way,” that is,
Idam.

Let us not forget that God,
through the Holy Qur’an, com-
mands the believers to “invite in
theway of your Lord with wisdom
and the best of speech, or advice,
and argue with them in ways that
are best and most gracious.”

The Ummah has to get be-
yond the petty politics of ethnic-
ity, race, madhabs or schools of
thought, and sectarianism, and
work toward continuously re-fo-
cusing on global redlities facing

the Ummah and the ultimate goal
of living within the bounds of |s-
lam.

Ibrahim Hayani

[Ahmadis are not a “ school
of thought” within Islamand have
been declared by Muslim schol-
ars as non-Muslims. Their claim
to being called Muslims is not
only offending and hurtful to
Muslims, but it is also deceiving.
Just as Christians believe in Mo-
ses (pbuh) but are not called
Jews, Muslims believe in both
Moses and Jesus (pbut) but are
not called Christians, Ahmadis
follow Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as
their prophet and hence are not
in the Ummah of Muhammad
(pbuh) anymore.

Thearticledid not meantoin-
stigate hatred against them but
to educate Muslims and non-Mus-
lims alike about the truth and the
history of this movement so that
people can make an informed and
rational decision. e respect all
religions but can not condone
false prophets in the name of tol-
erance. Ahmadis will only earn
respect when they come out of the
closet and stop disguising as
Muslims.]
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been incidents when Muslims
families through ignorance of the
Canadian laws, have undergone
thetraumaof havingtheir children
removed from their homes and
placed in non-Muslim foster
homes.

It was indeed a very informa-
tive session and it is hoped that it
won't be the last.

Among the guests and speak-
ers were Councillor Judy Sgro,
Bruce Rivers, Executive Director
of the CAS, Wahida Valiante of
Hidayat Muslim Services,
Mohamed Gilao of the Somali con-
sultative committee Theresa
Monaghan, the child abuse co-

Muslim families and the system

ordinator of the Metro Police,
Bonnie Shipman of the public
health department, and Barbra
Siddiqui of the Canadian Council
of Muslim Women.

The program started with the
recitation of the Qur’an and fol-
lowed by a short speech by the
Imam, Faisal Abu-Jihad. Thelmam
presented the Islamic concept of
afamily asbeing the building block
of the society. “ Since Islam is not
areligion but away of life, chil-
dren’s needs must be met accord-
ing to the guidance of the Qur’an,”
he said.

In her short speech, Judy Sgro
emphasized the need to open the

A BALANCED LOOK

by Sster Wima

So much is written about the
negative thingsthat happeninour
society. Thistendsto colour peo-
pl€e sthinking and outlook onlife.
In order to present a more bal-
anced approach to news report-
ing, more space should be desig-
nated for articleswhich uplift and
motivate people. Thewritten word
is a powerful tool which can be
used for both good and evil.

If we know of positive things
going on in society, should it not
be our duty to present these good
things aswell?

Islam is a holistic religion
which enjoins good and forbids
evil (Qur'an, 3:110). Let usmakea
positive contribution to society so
that people may realise that the
stereotyping of Muslims does not
present an accurate picture.

Let individual Muslims shine
in the corner where Allah has
placed them so that they can be
seenasabright lightinadark and
sad world.

Let us be God's people, re-
spectful toall, and aquiet but posi-
tive influence among our neigh-
bours and in our chosen country.

Support

The Advertisers
in The Ambition
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and services.
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doors of communication between
the community and the CAS and
the police. She stressed that more
participation by the Muslim com-
munity will help make things bet-
ter forall.
BruceRiversexplainedtherole
of the Children’s Aid Society.
Thereare 54 branchesof the CAS
across Ontario in different juris-
dictions, hesaid. CASfollowsthe
laws of the province to protect
children in many different situa-
tions, e.g. abused, abandoned,
orphaned or neglected children.
There were only 10 Muslims em-
ployed by CAS and the need was
alot more, hetold the audience.
TheresaMonaghan, the child-
abuse co-ordinator of the Metro
Police shed light on the procedure
that is used when a case of abuse

is reported. The abused child is
thefirst one to be interviewed by
the police. Witnessesand siblings
are questioned and the parentsare
investigated. The police, school
system and the Children’s Aid So-
ciety work hand in hand to pro-
tect the child from any possible
abuse.

Wahida Valiante, who has
been involved with socia work for
many years and knows the sys-
tem from the inside out, stressed
that Muslims should get involved
with the agencies so that satisfac-
tory service is provided to our
community and the agencies can
work with usrather than working
against us.

Bonnie Shipman from the Pub-
lic Health department also told
about different services and help

available to new and expecting
mothers.

All these programs are avail-
ablefreeof cost. Agenciesarewill-
ing to work with us. They want
Muslims to come and join hands
with themin educating them about
their culture and preferences so
the system may work better for
everybody. It is suggested that
Muslimsbecomeinvolved asvol-
unteers, sit at committees, befos-
ter parents, identify and solve
problems before they go out of
hand, and take their share of the
responsibility. The big question
now is: Are we willing to donate
some of our time and take advan-
tage of the facilities or would we
rather bicker and complain about
how unfair the system is?
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Politically Active

Many people gripe about government and
politicsin Canada. A few seek elected office
themselves, but very few amongst these have realistic
opportunities to be elected. It can be along and
difficult road to put oneself in the right position and
even then there are no guarantees.

It is not well-known among the Muslim
community that several politicians with Muslim

by Naseer Syed

During the last few years, for
political and social issues, one of
the community’smost vocal, pro-
lificand visibleactivistsin Toronto
has been Tarek Fatah. He hasbeen
apresence on television, newspa-
pers, and the Internet. Yet his
background, which contributesto
hisactivism and publicity skills, is
not widely known.

Bornin Karachi, Pakistanto a
Punjabi family that migrated from
Bombay, Mr. Fatah, now 49 years-
old, hasadiverse background and
education. Hisgrandfather wasan
Indian Consul-General for France
in India before Partition and his
grandmother was French. He stud-
ied Biochemistry, English Litera-
ture, Journalism, and Computer
Science. During hisstudieshe met
and married his wife of 25 years,
creating a family union across
Sunni/Shia and Punjabi/Gujrati
lines.

Most of his career has been
spent in communications. Hewas
an associate editor of The Sun
newspaper in Karachi, then atel-
evision reporter/producer for Pa-
kistan Television. Heand hisfam-
ily left Pakistan in 1978 after the
military take-over, and went to

backgrounds have in fact been elected to offices in the
past and continue in the present, including some in

governing parties.

Saudi Arabia, whereheworkedin
advertising for the next 10 years.
Concerned about the impact of
Saudi Arabia’s restrictions on his
young daughter, Mr. Fatah again
moved his family, this time to
Canada. Heremembersthat on his
second day in Canada, after arriv-
ing as an Independent Immigrant
in Montreal in 1987, he was in-
spired by a television documen-
tary on Tommy Douglas, the
founder of what is now the New
Democratic Party (NDP).

Soon thereafter, the Fatah fam-
ily discovered that their second
daughter was autistic and because
of expected language difficulties
they decided to move to Ontario.
The family settled in Ajax, at-
tracted in part by the Cricket Club.
Mr. Fatah tried to continue in the
advertising industry, but hefound
it difficult to break in. In fact, he
wastold, by thefew racial minori-
tiesthat did work in the industry,
that people of colour would not
be given positions on handling
client relations. Rather, they would
berelegated to technical positions
only. Here, in his own words, he
first saw the “insidious, deep rac-
ismin [this] society.”
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Part of the reason for their obscurity is that
many of these candidates have not identified strongly
with Islam, either because they are not very religious
or because it was not in their political advantage to do
so. However, now there are encouraging signs that
members of our community who do publicly identify
and associate with Muslims and Islam are finally
coming forward to giveit a try.

Tarek Fatah

The Fatahs entered the dry-
cleaning business and Tarek stud-
ied computer programming at
George Brown College, and later
worked asacomputer administra-
tor for an insurance company for
a while. It was when he joined
Amnesty International that hefirst
learned about the NDP from activ-
ists and eventually got in touch
withthelocal party. In 1993, when
political staff positions opened in
theNDP Provincia Government of
Bob Rae, Tarek worked first with
theMinister of Citizenship, Elaine
Ziemba, asascheduler, thenasan
advisor to the Premier on visible
minority issues. It was there that
Fatah said he saw that South
Asians were really not serious
players on the political scene.

He says that the South Asian
Muslim community does not meet
politiciansfor advocacy of issues.
“They go for photographs, to
flaunt their association, form
friendships and entrench in the

The Ambition, as an independent, objective, and
community-based newspaper isin a unique position to

profile these candidates in a manner that will not only

you in their efforts.

culture of sycophancy. They're
thereto sell [their] credentialsand
personality rather than the issues
of thecommunity.”

In 1995, Mr. Fatah ran as the
NDP candidate for the riding of
Scarborough-North (now
Scarborough-Rouge) and man-
aged to get 20% of the votes, al-
though losing to the Liberal Can-
didate, Alvin Curling. He saysthat
hiscampaign had no real expecta-
tion of winning and in fact he
would expect to lose many times
before winning. However, he ran
to bring issues to debate in the
public field. He says that good-
will doesn’t last forever, therefore
legislation must be asked for.

For theNDP nominationinthe
1995 race, he had to persuade the
existing members of the Riding
Association aswell asrecruit new
members, reaching out to a broad
base, including Pakistanis, South
Asians, and the Black community,
and countering the suspicion peo-

introduce them to you, but to seek to find relevance for

As none of these candidates are running for
positions of religious leadership, their evaluations must
be made having in mind the broader context of the
balancing of the interests with other communities.

Insha Allah, there will be a series of interviews
towards these objectives.

plehad of Mudlims. Eventualy, his
opponentsfor thenomination race
dropped out and Tarek was ac-
claimed asthe NDP candidate for
theriding.

Sincethat general election, Mr.
Fatah has been involved in many
other activities including the Ca-
nadian Alliance for Fairness and
Equity (CAFE), the Urban Alli-
ance, and the Scarborough Mus-
lim Association (SMA). With the
SMA, Mr. Fatah hosted the Mus-
limChroniclesonVison TV for two
years. He eventually left when he
felt hiseditorial independencewas
being curtailed.

Since 1996, until recently, Mr.
Fatah had been the Media Coor-
dinator for the NDP Caucus at the
Legidative Assembly at Queen's
Park. He says he his proud of his
party which through his efforts
adopted two very important posi-
tions: the lifting of the embargo
on Iraq and theright of self-deter-

continued on page 5
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Humour

Three Wishes

by Naseer Syed

This following joke is in-
tended as a light-hearted com-
mentary and not meant to offend
anyone.

Three friends, a Muslim, a
Christian and a Jew had travelled
to a mountainous retreat in the
desert for contemplation and de-
bate. Inacaveinwhichthey took
refuge for the night they found an
ancient lamp, whichthey lit for il-
lumination. A magical Jinn ap-
peared.

“My masters, for freeing me|
shall grant you three wishes. One
for each of you.” he says. “But,
make not haste. You may make
your wishes at any time.” Then
the Jinn disappeared.

After alittlebewilderment, the
three friends return back to their
homes. A few days later they
meet again. They discuss the en-
counter with the Jinn and the
Musliminviteshistwo friendsto
maketheir wishesfirs. TheChris-
tian defers to his Jewish brother,
who acceptsthe offer. After afew
momentshe says, “My family and
my people have suffered greatly
through-out the centuries. | wish
that there was no more anti-
Semitisminthisworld”.

“Granted” says the Jinn's
voiceineach of thefriends' ears.

Suddenly, the Jew disappears.
TheMuslim andthe Christian are
surprised and look around for
their friend. They call his home

and find that hisfamily isnot there
either. When they go to his syna-
gogue, it too is gone. Soon they
discover that all the Jews in the
world have disappeared and no one
remembersthem.

“Wow!” saysthe Mudlim. “It
wasweird how he got hiswish.”

“Yeah.” says the Christian,
“We better be careful what wewish
for.”

During thefollowing week there
has beenincreased rivalry between
Christians and Muslims through-
out theworld as missionary activi-
ties are intensfied. When the re-
maining two friends meet again,
they are a little saddened at the
departure of their friend and at the
increased tension between people

of their own faiths.

“Based on what's been hap-
pening, | have given my wish lot
of thought,” says the Christian.
“l wishthat all theMuslimsinthe
world were united with the Chris-
tiansin one faith as brothers’.

“Granted” says the Jinn's
voiceagainintheir ears.

The two friends look at each
other. Both of them are still there.

“Are you 0.k.? How are you
doing?’ asks the Muslim to his
friend.

“Alhamdulillah!” replies the
(former) Christian. “Shall we go
now. | think it'stime for Salaat,
isn'tit?’

TheMuslimisoverjoyed, yet
saddened at the same time, as he
realizes that his Christian friend
has become a Muslim. “Now
there will be harmony and peace

intheworld, but will I haveno one
to debate and argue theology
with?’ hethinksto himself.

However, as the weeks go by,
rather than there being peaceinthe
world, conflictsincrease. Muslims
divide into classes, nationalitites
and sects, oppressing and fight-
ing each other. Thelast friend, see-
ing all this dissension, makes his
wishin frustration. “I wish all the
Muslims could be united!” he
cries.

“Granted” says the Jinn's
voice.

All the Jews return and the
Christians revert to their former
faith. The Muslimscontinuetheir
divisions but become united in ar-
guing and complaining about the
conspiracies of Jews and Chris-
tians against them.

Words of Wisdom

| can please only one person
per day. Today is not your day.
Tomorrow isn’t looking good ei-
ther.

Tell mewhat youneedand I'll
tell you how to get along without
it.

Onthekeyboard of life, dways

keep onefinger on the Escapekey.

| don’t have an attitude prob-
lem. You have a perception prob-
lem.

Never argue with idiots. They
drag you down to their level then
beat you with experience.

There are very few personal
problemsthat cannot be solved by
a suitable application of high ex-
plosives.

Accept that some daysyou're
the pigeon and some days you're
the statue.

| don’t suffer fromstress. I'ma
carier.

Smiles
“That cat is pretty dirty,” Mrs.
Monroetoldthelittlegirl.
“Yes,” thegirl said. “Andshe’'s
even prettier clean.”

FATHER: Pru, why don’'t you
clean your face? | can see what
you had for breakfast this
morning.

PRU: What wasit?

FATHER: Eggs.

PRU: Wrong, Pop, that was
yesterday.

continued from page 4
mination for Kosovo.

Mr. Fatah is active on Internet
e-mall lists and has started up the
“Progressive Muslims Network.”
When asked about some contro-
versia statementsattributed to him
on religious issues about women
inlslam, hetried to clarify hiscon-
cerns. He said that no one should
be forced to have a dress-code
against their will. Although he be-
lieves there is no reference in the
Qur’an to a compulsory covering
of the head and hair for women, he
assertsthat women who do, should
have the absol ute right and author-
ity to do so. He says that both ex-
tremesarebad. The Talibanin Af-
ghanistan demand head and full
body covering for women, whilethe
government in Turkey severely re-
strictsthem from doing so. Also of

Tarek Fatah

concern for Mr. Fatah is that in
Muslim or Islamic social gather-
ings, women shouldn’t haveto sit
at the back. Hewill not take a po-
sition on female Imams or how
men and women should be placed
for prayer, saying that isup to the
scholars. However, he believes
women should be allowed and
encouraged to speak up, partici-
pate, and assume community
leadership positions.

Currently, Mr. Fatah istaking
abreak from politics and refresh-
ing his computer science studies.
But politics are not that far away
from hisheart or mind. The NDP
has eight ethnic committees in-
cluding the Arab, Iranian, and
African committees, and Mr.
Fatah is Co-Chair of each, advo-
cating “meaningful politics’ for
these communities. Also of impor-

tance is that Mr. Fatah has regis-
tered to seek the NDP nomination
in the provincial riding of
Scarborough-Centre, currently
held by Progressive-Conservative
Marilyn Mushinski.

Although in the past, through
his contacts and position, Mr.
Fatah has brought Muslim issues
and representatives together with
the NDP, he says that he will not
promise to get meetings for any-
one. Rather, his focus will be to
raisetheprofile of theMudiim com-
munity in Canada, through whom
Canada can learn. He says that
Muslims can solve issues for the
broader community in social and
economic matters. However, they
must speak for those who have no
voiceand must build alianceswith
non-Muslim communities.
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1. Sunni Muslimah, 23 years old,
Canadian-born, from a well-settled
practising family. Prefers sincere,
honest, ambitious Sunni Muslim.
Inquiry #84

2. Professional, 44 years old, 510",
divorced Muslim looking for a
Muslimah, between the ages of 28-38
years of age with Canadian status.
Interests include physical fitness,
golfing, tennis and reading. Inquiry
#85

3. Sunni Muslim parents are looking
for a suitable match for their 30 year
old daughter between the ages of 30-
35 preferably. Seeking a practicing
Muslim, who is university educated as
well as well established. Inquiry #86

Matrimonial ads are published for
your service but The Ambition does not
take any responsibility of any sort.

Address your responses to
Matrimonials c/o The Ambition and
include the inquiry # on the outside of
the envelope.

The Ambition accepts Matrimonial
ads at $15 for 3 lines per single insert.
Additional lines are extra. They must
be pre-paid by cheque or money order.
Toplaceanad call Sister Wilmaat (416)
247-0948.

The Ambition
6452 Finch Ave. West
Unit 148, Toronto, ON

MOV 1T4

—
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What is the Qur'an?

Continued from page 1 o
Qur’'anisoneof several, whichin-

clude themention of future events
and scientific principlesthat were
later confirmed.

The non-believers at the time
of the Prophet charged that the
Qur’ an was not the Word of God.
Their claims ranged from:
Muhammad wrote it himself; he
copied it from Christian and Jew-
ish writings; other peopleor aien
beings helped him; it was a type
of magic; he was possessed; he
wasjust aclever poet. These non-
substantiated claims are recorded
in the Qur’ an along with their re-
buttals. Both are integral parts of
the Qur’ an and both arerecited by
Muslims in their daily prayers.
Such claims do not offend Mus-
lims as the Qur’ an states that the
freechoice of faithisaGod-given
human quality which must be re-
spected.

The Qur’ an states that it con-
tains God's Divine timeless guid-
ance. However, the Qur’an com-
mands the believers to use their
God-given intellect to interpret
that guidance. The interpretation
of theQur'anisat twolevels. One
is at the personal level as the
Qur’an states that God made it
easy for everyone to understand
it. In Arabic, or in agood transla-
tion, avast mgjority of the Qur’ anic
verses lead to direct and simple
interpretation, readily availableto
be applied in one's life. Thus the
difficulty is in practising the
Qur’an, not in understanding it.
Theother level of interpretationis
at the scholarly level. More popu-
lar versions of such scholarly in-
terpretationsare available asaides
to one'spersonal interpretation. In
Islam there is no Church. Hence,
every Muslim is responsible for
his’/her own interpretation and
practice of the Qur’ an.

The Qur’ anwasvery success-

ful in educating the early Muslims
into becoming fully developed
humans, spiritually, mentally, and
physicaly, at both the individual
and community levels. It did that
in a quantum step: achieving a
huge positive differential quality
in the shortest time for the benefit

of the maximum number of people
at theleast social cost. TheQur’an
taught the early Muslims the true
meaning of (and how to exercise)
tolerance, love, mercy, justice,
peace, worship, happiness, suc-
cess, pleasure, knowledge, trust,
piety, equality, sincerity, hope,

gratitude, patience, truthfulness,
and humility. It also taught thetrue
meaning of (and how to avoid)
suffering, arrogance, envy, miser-
liness, greed, jeal ousy, hypocrisy,
and heedlessness. The Qur’an
was also very effective in virtu-
aly eliminating social illssuch as

Continued from page 1

Council includes parents and
guardians of students enrolled in
school (they must form the major-
ity of the Council’s membership),
a community representative ( a
Muslim neighbourhood with a
sizeable student body in a school
isentitled to be represented at the
Council), astudent representative,
the principal, ateacher, and anon
teaching staff member.

The School Council must be
consulted on scheduling holidays
and the beginning and end of the
school year (the report states that
“aschool with alarge Muslim en-
rolment may wish to ensure that
exams or major projects are not
scheduled during Eid”), school
and board codes/policies on stu-
dent behaviour (currently, the To-
ronto District School Board is
drafting an “Anti-Racism and
Ethno-Cultural Equity Policy”),
programand curriculum priorities,
community use of school facilities
(Muslims may use the school fa-
cilitiesto hold an Eid party), etc.

Therefore, it'sup to usto prac-
tice our right to ensure that our
voice is heard when it comes to
shaping and regulating the edu-
cation of our children.

The Educational Committee at
Salahuddin Islamic Centre has
launched adriveto encourage the
Muslim community to play a
proactive positive role at the
School Council level withthe hope
and goal that the community will
gather enough momentum to in-
fluencethe higher level apparatus;

School Advisory Council

in specific, we would like to see
Muslim members on the school
boards.

Action plan suggested and
recommended by the Committeeis
asfollows:

cation for you to be an effective
Council member.

Pass on the message to your
Muslim neighbours. Seek their
active participation in the process;

hold public gather-

Every Mus-

ings for the com-

lim needs to be
aware of issues
and perspec-
tivesinvolvedin
his/her child’s
education, as-
signitdueprior-
ity, and should
strive to know
his/her rights as
well asknow the
waysand means

It's our right to
be absent and
not worry about
all the
brainwashing or
to play a positive
role in our kids'
education

munity at the
mosque, commu-
nity centre, or
eventheschoal it-
self (you may dis-
cuss the ideawith
the principal of
theschool for him/
her to attend and
brief the Muslim
parents about the
role of the School

of how to influ-
ence the educationa system his/
her childissubject to. Inorder for
us to have a say in what goes on
inour kids' schoolswe haveto be
there; it's our right to be absent
and not worry about al the brain-
washing, asmuch asitisour right
to strive to play a positiverolein
our kids' education.

Muslim parents need to par-
ticipatein their local School Coun-
cils. Phone the school; inquire
about the next meeting of the
School Council; ask for the min-
utes of past meetingsand bethere
to attend future meetings. L et the
first meeting bealearning experi-
encefor you. Gothereasalistener
first, so that you learn what goes
on and get to know the other mem-
bers. You are entitled to receive
training from the Ministry of Edu-

Council; also, you
can ask the chair of the Council to
attend).

In order for us to learn and
benefit from each experience,
please notify the Educational
Committee at Salahuddin Islamic
Centreabout your activities, prob-
lems, and successes. The Commit-
tee is setting up an Educational
Information Bank for the Muslim
community across the GTA, but
we badly need participation from
therest of the community. You may
address your messages by calling
the Islamic Centre at (416) 264-
3900 0r fax at (416) 264-3343tothe
attention of Br. Osman Bakhach,
whose home phone number is
(416) 441-6100. You may e-mail
him at obakhach@gl obal serve.net
or cal Br. Mohamad Khaled at
(416) 3358685.

drinking and gambling, bigotry,
monopoly, over consumption,
adultery, violent crimes, and re-
ducing the gap between rich and
poor.

Professor Arnold J. Toynbee
suggested that 1slam has the an-
swer to “two sources of danger
facing our modern Western soci-
ety: race consciousness and alco-
hol, and in the struggle with each
of these evilsthelslamic spirit has
a service to render, which might
prove, if it were accepted, to be of
high moral and social value.” He
goes on to explain that “the ex-
tinction of race consciousness as
between Muslims is one of the
outstanding moral achievements
of Islam, and in the contemporary
worldthereis, asit happens, acry-
ing need for the propagation of
this Islamic virtue; for, although
the record of history would seem
on the whole to show that race
consciousness has been the ex-
ception and not therulein the con-
stant inter-breeding of the human
species, it is a fatality of the
present situation that this con-
sciousnessisfelt and felt strongly
by the very peoples which, in the
competition of thelast four centu-
ries between several Western
powers, have won at least for the
moment the lion’s share of thein-
heritance of the Earth.” And he
further explains: “This (Islamic)
spirit may be expected to manifest
itself in many radical ways; and
one of these manifestation might
bealiberation from alcohol which
was inspired by religious convic-
tion and which wastherefore able
to accomplish what could never
be enforced by the external sanc-
tion of analienlaw.”

Prof. ElImasry is an engineer,
reseracher, academic scholar,
community leader,
philanthropist and a social
activist. He isa faculty member
of Middle East Sudies at the
University of Waterloo, Canada
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4 From the\
Qur'an

And they feed for
the love of Allah
the indigent, the
orphan, and the
captive; (saying)
“We feed you for
the sake of Allah
alone: No reward
do we desire
from you nor
thanks.”
(Qur’an 76:8-9)

-

)

/From the
Hadith

Sayings of The
Prophet (pbuh)

Abu Hurairah
reported that
the Prophet
(pbuh) said
three times:" By
God he is not a
believer." The
companions
said:" O
Prophet of God,
who is that?"
The Prophet
(pbuh) said:
"He whose
neighbour is
not safe from
his high-
handedness."

Sahih Muslim

/

Take Time

by Councillor Elizabeth Brown

Many family problems arise
because of lack of time. We are
busy working, going to school,
helping family, relations, friends
and others in the community.
Sometimes we become so busy
that we run out of time.

Please take thetimeto read to
your children and take thetimeto
let them read to you. Parents can
learn too and the shared time will
be wonderful memories forever.
The experiencewill help the chil-
dren cope with life and learn bet-
ter.

Take time as a family to visit

for Family

the library, the fire hall, the To-
ronto Zoo or African Lion Safari,
or Black Creek Pioneer Village. Visit
museums and parks and places of
worship.

Teach your childrenyour faith,
culture, your heritage and your
personal family history. Teach
them where they came from and
then take the time to learn about
Canada and to teach them about
Canada. Taking this time will be
the most valuable resource you
can spend on you family. The
government can not give your
children what you can give them
by spending TIME with them.

Shake it off

By Anonymous

A parable is told of a farmer
who owned an old mule. Themule
fell into the farmer’s well. The
farmer heard the mule ‘braying’ -
or - whatever mules do when they
fall into wells. After carefully as-
sessing the situation, the farmer
sympathized with the mule, but
decided that neither the mule nor
the well was worth the trouble of
saving. Instead, he called his
neighbors together and told them
what had happened... and enlisted
them to help haul dirt to bury the
old mule in the well and put him
out of hismisery.

Initially, theold mulewashys-

and step up

terical! But as the farmer and his
neighbors continued shoveling
and the dirt hit his back...a
thought struck him (as if mules
could think).

It suddenly dawned on him
that every time a shovel load of
dirt landed on hisback...he should
shake if off and step up! This he
did, blow after blow. “ Shakeit off
and step up...shake it off and step
up...shake it off and step up!” he
repeated to encourage him. No
matter how painful the blows, or
distressing the situation seemed
the old mule fought “panic” and
just kept right on shaking it of f and
stepping up! You're right! It
wasn't long before the old mule,
battered and exhausted, stepped
triumphantly over thewall of that
well! What seemed like it would
bury him actually blessed him...all
because of the manner in which
he handled his adversity.

THAT' SLIFE! If weface our
problems and respond to them
positively, and refuseto giveinto
panic, bitterness, or self-pity...The
adversities that come along to
bury us usually have within them
the potential to benefit and bless
us!l Remember that FORGIVE-
NESS—FAITH—PRAY ER—and
HOPE...all are excellent ways to
“SHAKEIT OFFAND STEPUP”
out of the wellsin which we find
ourselves!

We invite writers,
interviewers,
community news
reporters,
story writers for
children, etc. to send
us their contributions.
Please send your
articles by
March 31st, 1999
to be included in

March/99 issue.
We welcome new and

budding writers.

Include your full name, address,
and phone number. You can send
your picture
and a little introduction about
yourself if you wish.
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So That You May Know Me:

Mike Harding sentenced to community
work with Muslims

by Sster Wiima
Saff Reporter

The Ambition, one of the tar-
geted Muslim organisationsin the
Hate Crime perpetrated by Mr.
Mark Harding, is very pleased
with the decision of Chief Justice
Sydney Linden.

In his wisdom, Chief Justice
Linden has seen the value of com-
munity servicewithinthe Muslim
community and sentenced Mr.
Harding to serve his sentence
among us.

We applaud this sentence so
that Mr. Harding may get to know
usas God-fearing and God-loving
people who are seeking to serve

Itisour hopethat Mr. Harding
will benefit from this exposure to
Muslimsand will be ableto over-
comethe negative stereotypicim-
ages which unfortunately may
have been fostered by negative
mediareporting and perhaps, most
importantly, by the poor practice
of Islam by Muslims he may have
met along the way.

As a community, this should
be alesson to usto remember that
weall represent Islam and people
judge Islam by what we do, or
don’t do.

Let usal remember Godineve-
rything we do so that people will
be attracted to our good behav-
iour and thus seek God.

Shaikh Hamza Yusuf comes to

Toronto

Reported by Farheen Warsi

On Friday January 29, 1999, Toronto was honoured to have Shaikh
Hamza Yusuf and Shaikh Muhammad Shareef present alecturecalled In
the Footsteps of the Prophet Peace in Troubled Times. Both speakers
reflected on thelife of the Prophet (pbuh) and how he represented away
of lifethat all Mudimsshould follow. In hislecture, Shaikh Hamza stressed
the importance of living alife of piety and gaining fulfilment in life
through Islam, not worldly pleasures.

The lecture was organised by Ihya Productions and co-sponsored
by the MSA’s of U of T, Waterloo, McMaster, Ryerson, and Western,
the Muslim Association of York Region, Muslim Word, Talim-ul-Islam,
the Forum for Islamic Studies, and the Ar-Rihlah Organising Committee.

It was held downtown, at U of T's Convocation Hall. It was quite
heartening to see Muslims from all over Toronto, of different agesand
nationalities, cometo hear this very enlightening lecture. Convocation
Hall, which seats over 1500 people, was full and tickets were sold out
before the lecture even began. Despite the large crowd, the planning
committee managed to stay organised and accommodated as many peo-
pleaspossible. Insha-Allah, morelectureswill beaswell organised and
popular with the public as this one was.

[. E. I. E. is active in the East End

God and serve humanity.

A Tale of Goodness and

Kindness

Sster WHma, Staff Reporter

Goodness sprang to lifein the face of danger and was demonstrated
by kind peoplefrom the Sackville/Dundas Street area of Regent Park.

Ontheway towork, aMuslimwoman fell inthe middle of the street
and hit her head on the streetcar tracks.

Kind residents of Regent Park ran into the street and surrounded the
woman so that the oncoming traffic would not hit her as she lay there
bleeding.

A young Police Constable covered her with his coat and knelt be-
side her until the ambulance came after aconsiderable delay.

Due to the quick action of concerned human beings, what could
have been atragedy, turned into a positive story of human kindness on
the part of concerned citizens and of our Toronto Police force.

by our staff reporter

OnFebruary 17,1999, IEIE was
represented by Br. Muhammad
Saleem Shaikh and Br. Junaid
Shaikh at Stouffville Hospital.
They discussed the fundamentals
of Islam as well as a Muslim pa-
tient’s needs. It was attended by
hospital staff aswell aslay pastor
visitors.

OnFebruary 22,1999, Earl Haig
High School in North York hosted
Br. Muhammad Saleem Shaikh,
who represents |EIE. Thetopic of
his discussion was called Com-
parative Marriage and Islamic
Marriage. The OAC classes were
in attendance.

On February 22, 1999, Br.
Adnan, representing |EIE gave a

talk on the fundamentals of Islam
to high school students who were

The New United
Alternative

By Zubair Choudhry
(A report on the recent con-
vention in Ottawa in a bid to es-
tablish a new political party.)
Astheforcesof unity marched
down the Ottawa Congress Center
they numbered not less than four-
teen hundred across Canada.
According to  Zubair
Choudhry, the Chair of GTA Re-
form, “We need to prioritize debt
reductioninstead of deficit spend-
ing aswell the need for provincial
independence on health care
based on national standards.”
Severa politicians expressed
their viewson theneed or therole
of anew United Alternative. Those
among the speakers were Hal
Jackman, Preston Manning, John
Crosby, and John Nunziata.
Finally avote was taken. The
need to create a new party was
approved by an overwhelming

invited to the Islamic Foundation.  mgjority.

MSA's Eid dinner attracts crowd

by Farheen Warsi

OnFriday February 5, 1999, the Mudlim Students Association (MSA)
at the University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus, held its 6" Annual
Eid Dinner. The event began with a Quranic Recitation, followed by a
short lecture by Sh. Faisal Abu-Jihad, Imam of TARIC Masjid, and
ended with a simple but tasty dinner.

Thelecture, enjoyed by all present, held thetitle“Muslims: Diverse
in Culture, United in Faith”. Inthelecture, Brother Faisal stressed the
importance of Muslim unity, despite our different cultures. He stressed
that although many of us have a different background, it is Islam that
joins us all into one brotherhood. Brother Faisal enforced the impor-
tance of looking at our similarities as Muslims rather than our differ-
ences as individuals. The belief in the Shahada has united Muslimsin
the past, present and future.

The event was well organized and had aturnover of approximately
one hundred studentsand their families. Accordingto onesister present,
MSA events such as this are necessary, as they not only provide youth
with Islamic knowledge but also act asasocia gathering for studentsto
meet new Muslims.

Pass this copy of
The Ambition to a friend
after reading.

Help us bring
the message of Islam
to others.

Recommendations to the Task Group
of TDSB

continued from page 12
more holistic education to Mus-
lim children.

* We think that encouraging
students to learn about other cul-
tures/civilisations will broaden
their understanding of the world
and will preparethemto deal more
effectively with the rest of the
world. Thusthe Euro-centric cur-
riculumisnot adequateto provide
atruly balanced education. When
a teacher asks a sixth or seventh
grade student to write a report
about a hero, the student’s choice
needs not belimited to apredeter-

mined list. Instead, the student
needs to be encouraged to probe
and explore other civilisationsand
their contributions to humanity,
both in the past and present.

* In agloba economy that is
becoming increasingly integrated,
it goes without saying that lan-
guages are a definite asset which
deserve to be maintained and sup-
ported. Yet, we' dliketo seeaclear
implementation plan to achieve
these goals. Will the Board ac-
tively support the teaching of the
students’ first language, and
how?
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ThingsThat Matter

Her car had broken down
and she desperately
needed a ride. Soaking
wet, she decided to flag
downthenext car. A young
white man stoppedto help
her; generally unheard of

inthose conflict-filled 1960's.

her get assistance and put her into
ataxi cab. Sheseemedto bein
abig hurry! Shewrotedown

his address, thanked

him, and rodeaway.
Seven days
went by and a
knock cameonthe
man’sdoor. To his
surprise, a giant
console colour TV
was delivered to his

home. A specia note

Themantook her tosafety, helped  was attached. It read:

Pickup in the Ralin

Onenight, a 11:30 p.m., anold
African-American woman was
standing on the side of an Ala-
bama highway trying to en-
dure a lashing rain storm.

“Thank you so much for assisting
me on the highway the other night.
The rain drenched not only my
clothes but my spirits. Then you
camealong. Because of you, | was
able to make it to my dying hus-
band’'s bedside just before he
passed away. God bless you for
helping me and unselfishly serv-
ing others.”

Sincerely,
Mrs. Nat King Cole

Most Important Question

During my second month of
nursing school, our professor
gaveusapop quiz. | wasaconsci-
entious student and had breezed
through the questions, until | read
the last one: “What is the first
name of thewoman who cleansthe
school?” Surely this was some
kind of joke.

| had seen the cleaning woman
several times. She was tall, dark-
haired, and in her 50's, but how
would | know her name? | handed

inmy paper, leaving thelast ques-
tion blank.

Before class ended, one stu-
dent asked if the last question
would count toward our quiz
grade. “ Absolutely,” said the pro-
fessor. “In your careers you will
meet many people. All aresignifi-
cant. They deserve your attention
and care, evenif all youdoissmile
and say ‘Hello.”” I've never for-
gotten that lesson. | also learned
her name was Dorothy.
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Success Stories Around Us

by Aneesa Lakhi

Working for a Fortune 500
company which just happens to
be in the very profitable business
of database software would seem
to be a pretty good place to be at.
Speaking to Romineh Dawood,
however, one getsthe feeling that
the place where she is at is only
part of her story: How she got
there and where she is hoping to
goreveal theunderlying principles
which guide her.

After completing high school,
Sister Romineh travelled south of
the border to pursue undergradu-
ate studies in physics and eco-
nomics at Smith College in Mas-
sachusetts. Smith College, anall-
women’s institution, developed
Sister Romineh’sleadership skills
and anincreasing awareness of her
religiousidentity. Aspresident of

Romineh Dawood

She uses the knowledge she has gained to concentrate on Islamic ways of investing.

the Islamic Society at the college,
Sister Romineh organized the
twenty to thirty other Muslim
women who comprised a small
percentage of the total student
population of about 2000.

Being at the forefront of her
community continued when Sis-
ter Romineh went to spend ayear
at Oxford during her third year of
undergraduate work. There she
was president of thelslamic Soci-
ety which consisted of about 400
students. Her experiencesin Eng-
land continued when she attended
the London School of Economics
for graduate studies. Londonisa
place which Sister Romineh
speaks of fondly, in part because
of the tight-knit community of
Muslims which she encountered
there. Although till very muchin
aWestern country, shefound her-

Community in Action

Salaheddine Islamic Centre, TDMEA, and

al-Shura submit recommendations to the

Task Group of TDSB on Anti-Racism and
Ethno-Cultural Equity

by our representative

In response to the current de-
bate regarding the Anti-Racism
and Ethno-Cultural Equity policy
being proposed at the Toronto
District School Board, the Toronto
District Muslim Education Assem-
bly, al-Shura, and Salaheddine | s-
lamic Centre conveyed the Mus-
[im community's wish to express
support for thedraft policy. While
the community supportsthefocus
on race, ethnic, and faith commu-
nitiesasbeing central to any Anti-
Racism and Ethno-Cultural Equity
policy, it wishes to express seri-
ous concern regarding the coun-
ter-proposed “Equity For All”
policy.

Whereas the “Equity for All”
policy attempts to collapse all
forms of social difference into a
single undifferentiated category
of “other,” it failsto acknowledge
thefull inclusion of religious/faith
communitiesin seven of the arti-
cleslisted . . . Issues of religion
and religious discrimination are
either absent from these articles
or reduced to a generic category
representing “ other forms of dis-
crimination.” We, therefore, see
this as a selective and partisan,
rather than inclusive policy, which
minimisestheissues of faith com-
munities, while centering on is-
suesof sexual orientation. Further-
more, we reserve the right to dis-
sent from the ideological views
that equate homosexual practices
and their corresponding lifestyles
with the same status of race, eth-
nicity, religion, gender, class, or
disability.

As Muslim parents we do not
support the inclusion of sexual
orientation within the school cur-

riculum. Unlikerace, ethnicity, re-
ligion, gender, class, and disabil-
ity, homosexuality isamoral issue.
We resist the school becoming an
arbiter of moral valuesand provid-
ing our children with unsolicited
information on what our religion
regards as deviant sexual prac-
tices. Furthermore, sinceArticle 18
of the UN Declaration of Human
Rightsvalidatestheright for free-
dom of thought, conscience, and
religion, we reserve the right to
conscientious objection from
such policies and/or related prac-
tices that threaten our religious
freedom and sensibilities. Thein-
clusion of homosexual content in
theschool curriculum violatesthe
religiousand moral sensibilitiesof
our community and our children,
and as such, we cannot support
any policy that attempts to inte-
grate essentially private sexual
matters and their corresponding
lifestyles into the public knowl-
edge base of our schools. We, as
acommunity, encouragetolerance
and non-violence and support the
safety of all students in our
schools. However we seek to en-
sure that the moral safety of our
students is equally protected and
accounted for under any equity
policy.

We strongly urge that the
TDSB not impose any policies
mandating that homosexuality be
taught to children against their
parent’swill or without their knowl-
edge and consent, and therefore
acting with disregard to their reli-
gious freedom and/or moral sen-
sibilities. Since “parents have a
prior right to choose the kind of
education that shall be given to
their children” (Article 26 of the

self in the presence of an Islamic
environment as well. Sister
Romineh attributes this discrep-
ancy to the large number of Mus-
lims to be found in and around
London.

Upon returning from England
with a Masters degree in hand,
Sister Romineh discovered that
there were not many jobs to be
found. She was, however, soon
hired by the Oracle Corporation,
initially as part of an intern pro-
gram. Sheworked six monthseach
in support, sales, teaching, and
consulting. Although she had no
computer background, Sister
Romineh washired by the software
database company in part, she
thinks, because of her extracur-
ricular and leadership activities, as
well as her strong academic back-
ground: the company waswilling

to train her because they were
made aware of her potential.

This focus on potential is a
theme which underpins many of
Sister Romineh’s actions and
thoughts. For example, in the
summer of 1995 sheenrolledina
Canadian Securities course in
order to help her with her per-
sonal investing strategies. She
now uses the knowledge she has
gained to concentrate on Islamic
waysof investing. Shegiveswork-
shops on this topic through Is-
lamic organizations in an effort
to help others tap into the poten-
tial to create their own financial
stability in permissible ways.

For Sister Romineh, whereone
places one's money is a personal
decision which must not be made
without information and delibera-
tion. She recommends that peo-

pleresearch companieswhich in-
terest them: Get intouch withthe
company, read the financial sec-
tions of newspapers, pursue the
company’sreports, know how the
company makes its money and
then what it doeswith that money.
And areasonably surefire way to
start investing is with blue-chip
companies.

With one'slifeaswell, Sister
Romineh feels that analysis and
reflection must be incorporated
into thedaily fabric of one'sexist-
ence. Although she recognizes
that it is not easy to work in the
path of Allah, she has chosen to
do so, and she acknowledges that
this choice must inform all of the
other decisions which she makes.
It would seem then, that her fu-
ture path looks bright indeed.

Interactive Islamic Software For Muslim Children

Najm International Corpora-
tion, a Toronto-based company
hasjust released Muallim, theIn-
teractive lslamic Teacher, firstina
series of Islamic educational
home-study software. This crea-

UN Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights), we strongly voice our
objection to any inclusion of dis-
criminatory material in the school
curriculum. While we refuse to
impose our moral value system
upon others, we equally reject any
attempt to impose on us unaccept-
ablemoral values. We ask that the
Executives and Trustees of the
TDSB consider that this repre-
sents a moral and not purely so-
ciological issue for many faith
groupsand urgethemto seek con-
sultation among religious commu-
nities. Furthermore, we submit that
any other proposed policies re-
garding thisissue be open to com-
munity discussions and that
equality of access to any docu-
ments be ensured. This requires
that the policy be translated into
all of thelanguages of our city, that
it isdisseminated widely, and that
appropriate mechanisms exist for
feed-back fromall communities.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
FROM THELETTER:

* Muslims in the West have
long suffered from the stereotyp-
ing and biases of textbooks, pub-
lic media, and the entertainment
industry. Therefore, it’sextremely
important that the Anti-Racism
and Ethno-Cultural Equity policy
be truly implemented with the
Muslim community’sdirect input.

* With Islam being the second
largest religionin Canada, it would
be beneficial to our children and
the community at largeto have an
objective non-biased curriculum.
Equally so, the school staff them-
selves need to receive the proper
training to become familiar with

Islam so that they can provide a
continued on page 10

tivemultimediapresentationisthe
first of its kind and is based on
today’slslamic school curriculum.
Muallim has been authored with
children in mind and the chal-
lenges of our modern-day society,
imparting them with a sound
knowledge of Islam. It aso pro-
videshoursof fun, enjoyment, and
learning for thewholefamily.
Thefocusof Muallim hasbeen
young Muslims, but its impor-
tancefor al Muslims has not been
overlooked. Asit is based on Is-
lamic school curriculum, itisavery
valuable educational tool, both for
aMudlim child as well asthe Is-
lamic school. Muallim includes
printable audio notesto help learn
and recite the Qur’an. Creative
click-and-match school activities,
interactive audio/video, colourful
graphics, and animation teach
variousconceptsof ISaminacrea
tive and effective manner. Sayings

and practices of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) pertaining to
an Islamic lifestyle are addressed
in apleasant and practical way.

This software also addresses
Islamic etiquette and numerous
other aspects such as prayers, the
Islamic calendar, Arabic numbers,
time, weather, seasons, Muslim
holidays, and numerous other is-
sues. Those who wish to learn
about Islam can also benefit from
this software.

Not intended to replace an Is-
lamic school, Muallim certainly at-
tempts to bring the Muslim
teacher home. It is available at
most Islamic bookstores in To-
ronto or could be ordered by call-
ing 1-877-MUALLIM (682-5546).
You can also send your e-mail to
naim@muallim.net or visit the
webditeat http://Aww.muallim.net/
The local telephone number is
(416) 751-5127.

The Ambition
Annual Picnic '99

Join us again
for a fun-filled day and Bar-B-Q

Date: Sunday, July 4/99

Time:

12:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Location: To be announced in the next issue
Food served: 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Wk beat the inflation. No priceincrease.
Tickets: only 7.00 per person,
Children 2 and under: Free

(please buy tickets in advance)
For moreinfo Call The Ambition at
(416) 740-1491




