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The Fall Of The Khilafa
And Its Impact

In the absence of the Khilafah, we Muslims have been taught to
accept the rule of kufr as being normal.

by Usman Bakhsh

Those of you who have read
thebook TheRiseand Fall of Great
Powers by Paul Kennedy may re-
member the cover of the book
which depictsthe Earthasaball in

1420 Years AgO

The white moon rose over us from the
Valley of Wadaa, and we owe it to show
thankfulness for the call is to Allah.

by Muhammad Yaseen

April 18th or the 1st of
Muharram marks the date 1420
years ago when the beloved
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) em-
barked on the famous Hijrah (mi-
gration) with hisfaithful compan-
ion Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (ra). His
detractors, the leaders of the
Quraysh tribe in Makkah plotted
to kill him by sending a squad of
elite assassins, hand picked from
nine clans. They knew they had
to dispose of him before he gath-
ered enough force that would
eventually defeat them.

But Allah (swt) the Al-
mighty had a plan for these
evil schemers and the
Prophet (pbuh) left hishouse
with Ali (ra) who gallantly became
the decoy in hisbed. The Prophet
(pbuh) went out unnoticed by the
gang of assassins.

The Prophet (pbuh) and Abu
Bakr (ra) proceeded in a southern
directioninstead of going directly
towards Madinah. They sheltered
in a cave. As is frequently re-
counted to children all over the
world, webs were cast by spiders
at the mouth of the cave provid-
ing camouflage and to become a
symbol of the Hijrah celebrations.
Abu Bakr’sdaughter brought food
and water while another Compan-
ion provided reconnaissance and
information.

Once however, atroop of the
Quraysh came close to the mouth
of the cave. Therewasconcernfelt
by Abu Bakr (ra) asthey wereonly
two whereas there were many of
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the Quraysh. Muhammad (pbuh)
then said as is recorded in Surah
Tawbah of the Qur’an: “Do not
worry; for Allah iswith us.” This
offered Abu Bakr (ra) words of
console and comfort.

Asthe Mercy to Mankind and
hisfaithful Companion reached the
outskirts of Yathrib (now called
Madinah), the children came out
singing injoy and happiness of the
arriva of the most beloved and no-
ble creation of Allah (swt),

ke Muhammad ibn
* Abdullah (pbuh); our

Nabi, our Rasool.
“Ta'a laa a-badru
e “alayna, minthani
ﬁ yaa til-wadaa, wa
jaa bash-shukru
“alayna, maa da’alil laa hida,”
chanted the children. Their words
meant: “Oh, the white moon rose
over usfromthe Valley of Wadaa,
and we owe it to show thankful-
nessfor thecall isto Allah.” Bara
(ra) said that had never seenamore

Continued on page 9

the hands of the competing major
powers. Thisisvery muchthesitu-
ation of theMuslim Ummah since
thefall of theKhilafah (Caliphate).

The Muslim Ummah occupies
avery strategic stretch of land that
possesses al kind of natural re-
sources and wealth. With the re-
moval of the Khilafah, the flood-
gateswerewide open. The Sykes-
Pico treaty was conducted in the
middle of the First World War, in
1916. Britain and France had their
plans ready for partitioning the
Muslim lands and they wasted no
timein burying theslamic way of
life, onceand for al. They speed-
ily imposed their military occupa-
tion and at once proceeded with
the division of the Muslim
Ummah. Thus, what was known
as Shaam, was overnight divided
into four countries with four na-
tions and four peoples, namely
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Pal-
estine.

In 1920, when Lebanon was
created by the French, the seed
for thelater eventsof thecivil war
in 1958 were sown, which, inturn,
was atrial stage for the later one
in 1975, ending only in 1990. The
civil war is still going on under a
different disguise.

Peopledon’t realisethat L eba
non was the first Israel created.
Whereas the British gave Pales-
tine to the Jews, the French gave
Lebanon to the Maronites who
thought of themselves as being
the chosen people. The French

and British worked hard to see to
it that | slam become athing of the
past. They left no stone unturned
in their campaign. They at once
established corrupt regimes loyal
to them, replaced entire political
and economic structures of soci-
ety, and imposed the teachings of
their value system and lifestyle.

The Second World War had a
drastic impact on the European
grip. A new kid appeared on the
block, demanding hisfair share of
the pie. The Americans decided
that they arethelegitimateinheri-
torsof the European colonia pow-
ers. It wasthe USthat gavefuel to
thewaveof “Liberation” and“In-
dependence” movement, which
swept the various corners of the
European empires. Thisgamewent
on and isstill going onin various
Muslim lands. The proxy warsin
Afghanistan, Somalia, Irag, and
Iran, despite somelocal variations,
served the strategic interests of the
competing foreign powers. The
second Gulf War finally gave the
Gulf onasilver plateto the Ameri-
cans. Thelist of tragedies and hu-
man sufferingsislong.

The scene in Central Asiais
another addition to the same
game. The same story repeats it-
self all over (with the latest race
for Azeri oil). While Britain may
back agroup of generals, America
races against time to give its
agents the upper hand, and Rus-
sia struggles to maintain its grip.
All adongit’sthe Mudimswho pay

Continued on page 6

Muslim Foster Homes:
Community’s Responsibility

Children need to be placed in a home that provides continuity
and consistency with their religious and cultural selves.

by Wahida Valiante

A forum was held on the Feb-
ruary 6, 1999 at the TARIC Islamic
Centre to address the issue of
safety, protection, and foster care

for Muslim children. The forum
was attended by the Children’'s
Aid Society, police, boards of edu-
cation, health careworkers, politi-

cians, ethno-specific agencies,
and Muslim community leaders,
including thewriter.
One of the a.
concerns ex- @41“9-
pressed by the &= #
Muslim commu- =287
nity was about the
lack of Muslim foster homes, co-
operation between parents and
mainstream agencies, and the
Muslim community, especially
during the difficult period when

the agencies such as Children’'s
Aid Society (CAS) and police get

Continued on page 10
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Cool or Cruel:
It's Your Call!

Everyoneisshocked by the sensel ess shooting at Columbine
High School, in Denver, and thenin Albertaby teen aged boys.
These boys arejust alittle more than adolescents. Apparently,
what shocks peopleisnot the act of shooting and killing, but the
AGE of thekillersasif it is okay for agrown man to go on a
shooting spree. Thisisthe double standard that the society has
been setting for everyone, and in every aspect of life. For ex-
ample, it's okay to smoke at 19 but not before that. You are
allowed to drink at 21 but not at a younger age. It's okay to
have sex as early as you are able to distinguish the male and
female anatomy but you can not get married until you are 18.
It's acceptable to see movies and TV programs with profanity
and vulgarity after acertain age; thelist goes on and on. These
double standards are creating confusion among children. Eve-
rythingisingray.

Kids try to imitate adults. They do what it takes to prove
that they are not weenies anymore.

The society that we live in today thrives on change. Reject
the old values; they are too restrictive. Throw away the old
standards; they are too arduous. Discard the time-tested prin-
cipals; they aretoo old-fashioned. Everything new isimproved
and superior. Nothing is permanent.

And among all these new standards is the craze of being
tough. Being callous. Being invincible. People respect you if
you are abad guy. They talk about you. You get attention. No
one cares about the gentle, meek fellow who doesn’'t harm
anybody.

To make the matter worse, there are Hollywood images
that propagate violence and deviant demeanor asthe cool thing
to do.

Violenceisin the air. Everyone is angry about something.
We are angry about our job, about our relationships, about our
fellow workers, about the traffic jams, about that new car that
wewanted but could not afford, about the neighbour’s dog that
howls at night, you name it. Everybody is under pressure and
frustrated. This frustration is vented in the form of domestic
violence, aggressive behaviour on streets, bullying in schools,
and shooting sprees. Violence is on the rise and it is asign of
danger.

Maybe we need to calm down a bit. Slow down a bit. We
are so busy trying to achieve our worldly goals that we don’t
even stop to think about our spirit, our soul. We don’t look at
the roots of the problem. We just blame each other.

Children need positiverole models. They need to know what
iswrong and what is right. And they need to know it in black
and white. They need standards that do not change with time.
They need divine guidance. They need spirituality. They need
the calm and tranquility of prayer. What thismeansisthat adults
have to restrain themselves from destructive course of action
and follow the True Guidance themselves. Only then can they
expect any positive change among the young ones.

Actions speak louder than words. Lead them to the straight
path and they will follow.

Muslims should not think that their children areimmuneto
the violence or other deviationsin the society becausethey are

Recent development at
the Toronto District
School Board

Thisisto bring to your urgent
attention the development of re-
cent events of a profound and se-
rious nature at thelevel of the To-
ronto District School Board
(TDSB) as it would impact our
public school system and society
at large.

The board initiated a process

A Christian
friend's kind
words

| receive every issue of The
Ambition from afriend and read it
from cover to cover. | thoroughly
enjoy it and totally agree with
many of thearticles. | particularly
enjoyed the article on Christmas
and Eid (Jan.-Feb. 1999 issue). |
look forward to getting the

upcoming editions.
Connie Griffin

Reader finds
The Ambition
informative

Congratulations.

Al-Hamdulillah, you and your
staff have doneagreat job in pub-
lishing such aninteresting and in-
formative paper, The Ambition,
which is geared towards our
younger Muslim generation.

To enlighten the hearts of
those who read, | wish to share
with you ariddle which you may
desire publishingin your next edi-
tion. If you find it worthwhile, |
have more thought-provoking rid-
dlesand poemsof thekind to share
with you.

May Allah (swt) blessyou all
for your effortsand may the read-
ersderive aspiritual benefit from
the knowledge gained therein.
Ameen.

Zeenat Hathiyani

[ Thanks for sharing the rid-
dle with us. It’s going into the
Kids Korner.]

in the spring of 1998 to study its
equity policy and came up with
recommendations that would rec-
tify imbalances in the public
school systemin the areas of abo-
riginal, racial, ethno-cultural, and
faith communities (religious de-
nominations). A progressive draft
policy entitled Anti-Racism and
Ethno-Cultural Equity was pro-
posed for adoption to the Board's
standing committee on October
21,1998.

The objective of this policy
was to address systematic dis-
criminatory practices and preju-
dices within the TDSB based on
threeinstruments: the United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Canadian Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms, and
the Ontario Human Rights Code.
Thedraft policy energetically ad-
dressed racial and ethno-cultural
issues.

Despite perceived minor weak-
nesses in some areas of the draft
policy, the Toronto District Mus-
[im Education Assembly
(TDMEA) wishesto fully support
and endorsethe Board'sinitiative,
with the view that some clarifica-
tions are necessary and the
mechanisms of policy implemen-
tation would have to be made
transparent for scrutiny by the
concerned communities.

However, adoption of thedraft
policy was quickly stalled by the
Anti-Racist Multicutural Educa-
tors Network of Ontario
(AMENO), calling for anew pro-
posal of an anti-racism and equity
policy for al, instead. This alter-
native policy aims to be as broad
as it is dangerous. It addresses
issues of disability, gender, race,
sexual orientation, colour, ances-
try, place of origin, ethnic origin,
citizenship, creed (religion), age,
marital status, family status, and
socio-economic status. The sole
concern that this new draft policy
presents for usis the inclusion of

Letters to the
editors are pub-
lished wunedited
regardless of the
paper's policy. We
entertain all letters
except ones with
impolite language.
Pleaseinclude your
name, address and
telephone number.
Only names are
published.

sexual orientation (gay, lesbian,
transsexual, bisexual, etc.) in the
public school system of Toronto.

The new proposal is clearly
skewed in favour of particular
groups. For instance, the last arti-
cle under the heading of Leader-
ship was reluctant to specify the
removal of bias against religion,
athough it specified the removal
for homophobia. It simply rel-
egated religious, moral, and ethi-
cal issues under other forms of
bias.

A similar pattern was consist-
ently maintained for some other
crucial articles under headings of
Curriculum, Student Languages,
and Employment Practices. Under
theterm Curriculum, our children
would now have open institution-
alised access and exposure to ho-
mosexual and lesbian materials,
beliefs, and practices as part of
their education.

Weat the TDMEA joinforces
with all concerned groupsand in-
dividuals to strongly oppose
AMENO'sdternativedraft policy.
Such apolicy underminesastrong
and sound public educational
system and endangers the safety,
moral, ethical, and religious val-
ues, beliefs, and practices of our
children and society.

We believe that we can work
together in helping the TDSB for-
mulate progressive, comprehen-
sive, and sound policies to deal
with legitimate issues of equity,
balance, and justice in society.

Dr. Mobarak Al
General Secretary, TDMEA

Five Good Reasons to Advertise in The Ambition

1. The
Ambition
goesto

2. Unlike
most ethnic
papers, it has
fewer pages
and your ad
catches more

3. It has
Idamic
knowledge so
people don't
throw it away
after reading
it once.

4. Your ad
hasalong
life of two
months,
not just
one week
or s0.

5. With
The
Ambition,
your
money
goesa
long way.

not. They are already catching up to their peers in many re-
spectslikedating, drinking, smoking, doing drugs, and so forth.

We have two options. We can bury our heads in sand and
think we are secure, or we can do something about it. The
choiceisours.

thousands of
Mudims

regardless of
their ethnicity. attention.

Asma Warsi
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What is the Qur'‘an? A View from Within

by Professor Mohamed Elmasry
(Second of a two-part series)

The Qur’an also provides
guidelines regarding a variety of
issues affecting human develop-
ment such as personal hygiene,
family values, the importance of
seeking knowledge, behaviour in
time of peace and war, and one’s
relation to others. The holistic ap-
proach to lifeis an important fea-
ture of the Qur’an. For example,
no other religion makes it a duty
for its adherents to tolerate and
respect the faith of everyone else,
whatever their belief.

The Qur’an also provides an-
swers to many of life's outstand-
ing questions in a concise and
clear manner. Questionsincluding:
What is the meaning of life and
death? Why we are here? Why it
is necessary to have One Abso-
lute God? Who is God? Why
and how can we worship
Him? Is there life after
death? What about natu-
ral laws regarding re-
wards and punishments*
inthislife and in the Hereafter?
The Qur’ an statesthat it ismerely
re-affirming God's eternal invita-
tion to Hisreligion of auniversal
and pure monotheistic faith and
that God will protect the Qur’an
from politically motivated human
editing.

Historically, whenever Mus-
lims were connected to the real
teachings of the Qur’ an and prac-
tised its guidance, they and the
rest of the world prospered at all
levels, spiritual and economical.
Andwhenever Muslimsweredis-
connected from the Qur’ an, they
and therest of theworld suffered.
For example, itisdueto Qur’anic
teachingsthat Muslimsbuilt acivi-
lization and contributed to its ad-
vancement of medicine, math-
ematics, sciences, engineering,
and all social sciences. Thisisdia-
metrically converseto our current
civilization which had itsrootsin
alargely anti-religious movement.

Early Muslim scholars were
careful to separatethe Qur’anfrom
the recording of the actions and
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sayings of the Prophet and his
companions. This was done in a
textual material called Hadith. In
the process they introduced to the
religious sciences of Islam: the
Isnad, how each Hadith is backed
by a chain of narrators, and the
Rejal, the biographies of these
narrators. This was the first time
in the history of world religions
that these two sciences were in-
troduced and the first time in
which the sayings and the actions
of a“founder” of aworld religion
and that of his companions were
carefully separated from the re-
vealed Divine Word of God given
to that “founder.”
The Qur’an was not revealed
in one piece, but in partsduring a
span of 23 years. There is agree-
ment among scholars that the
Prophet (pbuh) himself did not
writedown therevelation, but
it was written by several
companions. Al-Suyuti
(1445-1505) in hisclas-
sic Al-ltgan, a text on
=Qur’anic sciences, re-
ported that when arevelation
came, the Prophet (pbuh) used to
call oneof hisQur anicwritersand
dictate to him. Upon the Proph-
et’singtruction, the Qur’ anic chap-
terswerealso arranged and verses
were put into agiven order. Reci-
tation of the Qur’ an from memory
was practised by the Prophet
(pbuh) and his companions, both
men and women. Al-Suyuti men-
tions more than twenty well-
known people. The tradition of
memorising the Qur’an has con-
tinued after the Prophet’s death
until today. Thus the Qur’an was
availablein both oral (memorised)
and written forms during the
Prophet’s life. He recited the en-
tire book several times with his
companionsintheyear before his
death. Becausethe availablewrit-
ten text of the Qur’an was not
bounded and in some cases did
not include the whole book, the
name giventoit was Suhuf, mean-
ing a collection of pages. When-
ever the collection was compl ete,
a related noun was given, Mus-
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haf. There were several Mushaf
and each was given the name of
the person who possessed it. For
examplethere were the Mushaf of
Ibn Mas'ud, that of 1bn Abbas
and that of Hafsa.

8. Less than twenty years af-
ter the Prophet’s death (632) and
during Uthman'’s Caliphate (644-
56), the Qur’an was compiled,
upon theinstruction of the Proph-
et’s companions and Caliph
Uthman, into one bounded stand-
ard book (Mushaf), hence the
name Uthman’sMushaf. Uthman's
Mushaf wasreproduced into mas-
ter copies and distributed to ma-
jor cities. (One copy is at the Is-
lamic Museum of Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.) Uthman ordered that
al other versions of theQur'anin

part or in full, be burnt. Burning
was the common method used to
disposeof holy writings. However,
it is possible that some of these
early versions of the Qur’an sur-
vivetill the present.

The collection methodology
used to compile Uthman's Mushaf
was to confirm the words of each
verse by at least two people who
were trustworthy, of great knowl-
edge of thereligion, and were ear
and eye witnesses to the Prophet
(pbuh) himself. When variants
appeared for someverses, inword-
ing, spelling, and/or pronuncia-
tion, the different versions were
reported. These variants are still
availabletoday, and are called dif-
ferent readings, or Kera'at. No
other existing religious book,

whichisdtill availableinthemother
tongue of its founder, went
through such scrutiny during its
collection and preservation.

The discovery of the seventh
century manuscript of Yemen in
1972 (TheAtlantic Monthly, Janu-
ary 1999) does not add a new di-
mension, and reveal snothing new,
as it has already been identified
by Muslim scholars as falling
within the well-known standard
variants of the Qur’ anic readings
(Kera at). The significance of the
discovery is more historical than
religious.

Thereisno Muslimresearcher,
who is a recognised scholar in
both Arabic and Islamic studies,

that has questioned that the
Continued on page 4
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by Dr. Syed Rashid Ali

MirzaGhulam Ahmadwrote 80
books during hislife that provide
an excellent insight into the mind
of the man and how, with the pas-
sage of time, hisfaith had evolved
from Islam to apostasy and infi-
delity. Roohani Khazainisthetitle
for the collection of all the books
by Mirza Ghulam, printed by the
Ahmadiyya Movement Head-
quartersin London.

Mirza was born in a Muslim
family. His early books therefore
contained the same beliefs as
those of any other Sunni Muslim.
But his beliefs had gradually un-
dergone a dramatic change and
hiswritingsbecamemoreand more
heretical and un-1slamic.

However, in an attempt to
prove that Mirza Ghulam and
Ahmadisareaso Sunni Muslims,
the Ahmadiyya Movement’s
propaganda literature usually
gives quotations from his earlier
books. Ahmadis will mostly talk
of the Holy Qur’an and Hadith,
keeping MirzaGhulamwell inthe
background and usually present-
ing him asareformer or mujaddid
or mahdi or messiah, depending
on which type of people they are
preaching to. Mirza Ghulam’s
claimsto prophethood are not dis-
cussed.

Is He a Muslim?

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in the reflection of his own writings

The following are some ex-
tracts from the books of Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad that provided the
basis for Islamic scholars to de-
clare him and hisfollowers kaafir
(apostate) and out of the fold of
Idam:

|.Inlzala-e-Auham (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 3, pp. 114-472),
MirzaGhulamwrites:

1. The Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) did not understand the
meaning of Surah Al-Zilzal.

2. Braheen-e-Ahmadiyyaisre-
ferred to as the Book of God in
various other books written by
Mirza Ghulam, e.g., Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 22, p.502.

3. “Innaanzalnaahu gareeban
min al-Qadian wa bil haq
anzalnaahu” (No doubt we have
sent him [Mirza] near Qadian and
with truth we have sent him). This
revelation which has been pub-
lished in Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya
aswell, is clearly and loudly re-
vealing that the name of Qadianis
definitely mentionedinthe Qur’ an
or Hadith as a prophecy.

4. Namesof Makkah, Madinah,
and Qadian are mentioned with
respect in the Qur’ an.

5. The Holy Qur’an is full of
obscene words.

Il. Mirza Ghulam claimed
that:

1. He was the second advent
of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
and better and superior than the
first coming (Roohani Khazain, Vol.
16, p. 272).

2. The Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) has come again in this
world as Mirza Ghulam to propa-
gateldam. (Roohani Khazain, Vol.
17,p. 249).

3. Ahmadis should not differ-
entiate between MirzaGhulam and
the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
because “anyone who differenti-
ates between me and Mustafa
(pbuh) has not seen me and not
recognised me”’ (Roohani Khazain,
Vol. 16, p.171).

4. Mirza's so-called Wahi or
revelation told him: “Muhammad-
ur-rasoolullah wall azeenama ahoo
ashiddahoo ‘“ala al-kuffaar
rohamao bainahum.” Inthiswahi,
“God has named me Muhammad
and Rasoolullah” (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 18, p. 207).

5. Those who join Mirza's
Jama' at become a sahabi (com-
panion) of Rasoolullah (Roohani
Khazain, VVol. 16, pp. 258-259).

6. Since MirzaGhulamisnone
other than the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) himself, thereforewhen an
Ahmadi recitesKalimaTayyibah,
by “Muhammad-ur-rasoolullah”
hemeansMirzaGhulam Ahmad of

What is The Qur'an?

Continued from page 3

Qur’anistheWord of God, at least
in public. However, some chal-
lenged the traditional interpreta-
tion of some verses, but failed to
gain the support of their peers.
Whenever such failures became
politicised, as in the case of Abu
Zaid of Egypt, thechallengerspaid
a heavy price. But others fought
the battle and won. The late
Sheikh Sha'rawy of Egypt was
strongly criticised by hispeersfor
explaining the Qur’anin colloquial
Egyptian dialect rather than clas-
sical Arabic, but today more than
600 hoursof hislecturesareavail-
ableon CD-ROM, audio cassettes,
and video tapes.

Non-Muslim Western re-
searchers, who are recognised
scholars in both Arabic and Is-
lamic studiesarefew and the num-
bers are dwindling because of the
lack of funds. The history of such
scholarship showsthat the Church
at first was violently opposed to
it, even to the trandation of the
Qur’aninto modern European lan-
guages. L ater the Imperial powers
of Europe encouraged research by
Orientalists, with the palitical mo-
tivation and sole aim of being able
to control their colonies. Many
writings of this period are mostly
irrelevant today; MuslimsinNorth
Americaand Europe are Western-
ised contributorsto aWestern civi-
lisation.

The tranglation of the Qur’an
into Englishisrelatively new and
difficult. Many factors contribute

further tothedifficulty of itstrans-
lation. These include the fact that
the Qur’an is not a textbook, di-
vided into chapters by topics. It
uses Arabic and Islamic terminol-
ogy throughout, the rhythm of the
Qur’ aniclanguage, the varieties of
topics in one chapter, and even
oneverse. Early Qur’'anictransla-
tions by Orientalists were politi-
cally motivated and contain intro-
ductionswherethe authors assure
the readers that there is nothing
to fear, reading the Qur’an does
not contaminate their pure Chris-
tian belief.

An early translation of the
Qur’aninto English directly from
Arabic (rather than Latin) was by
George Sdle. Salestarted histrans-
lationwith apieceentitled TO THE
READER: “l imagine it almost
needless either to make an apol-
ogy for publishing the following
trandation, or to go about to prove
it awork of use aswell as curios-
ity. They must have amean opin-
ion of the Christian religion, or be
but ill grounded therein, who can
apprehend any danger from so
manifest aforgery: andif thereli-
gious and civil institutions of for-
eign nations are worth our knowl-
edge, those of Mohammed, the
lawgiver of the Arabians, and
founder of anempirewhichinless
than acentury spread itself over a
great part of the world than the
Romans were ever masters of,
must needs be so; whether we
consider their extensive obtaining,

or our frequent intercourse with
those who are governed thereby.
| shall not hereinquireinto therea-
sons why the law of Mohammed
has met with so unexampled recep-
tion in the world (for they are
greatly deceived who imagineit to
have been propagated by the
sword alone), or by what meansit
came to be embraced by nations
which never felt the force of Mo-
hammedan arms, and even by
those which stripped the Arabi-
ans of their conquests, and put an
end to the sovereignty and very
being of their Khalifs: yet it seems
as if there was something more
than what isvulgarly imagined in
areligion which has made so sur-
prising a progress.”

Whenever Orientalistspraised
the Qur’ an, which was not often,
they had to qualify such praise.
Sale remarks: “The Qur’an gives
necessary laws and directions, in
frequent admonitionsto moral and
divinevirtues, and aboveal tothe
worshipping and reverencing of
the only true God and resignation
toHiswill; among which are many
excellent things intermixed not
unworthy even a Christian’s pe-
rusal.” No wonder, with the spirit
of such Orientalistsas Saleit was
difficult for English-speaking
Muslimsand non-Muslimsto un-
derstand the Qur’an. Today this
is changing. New translations of
the Qur’an in American-English
are emerging to promote under-
standing of the book. A notable
oneisthat by Professor T. Irving,
aCanadian-born American.

Qadian (Kaimat-al-Fad by Mirza
Basheer Ahmad, son of Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad).

[11. From Mirza son of
Chiragh Bibi to Jesus son of
Mary:

1. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was
the son of Chiragh Bibi but he
claimedthat heis*lsaibn Maryam
(Jesus). He said that at first God
converted him into Maryam for
two years. After two years, God
made him pregnant by blowing the
soul of Jesus into him. He re-
mained pregnant for 10 months,
after which God converted him
into Jesus. Thisishow he became
Maryam aswell as Jesus (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 19, pp. 87-89).

V. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
claimed that:

1. He was Maseel Maseeh,
that is, he has certain qualities
which resembled Jesus (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 1, p. 593).

2. Jesus (pbuh) isdead and he
will not come again (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 3, p. 402).

3. Jesus (pbuh) was ahabitual
liar, had a habit of uttering ob-
scenities, was an alcoholic, glut-
tonous, and awicked person, nei-
ther a pious man nor a seeker of
truth. He was a proud man and a
self-conceited person who
claimed divinity (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 9, p. 387 and Val. 11,
p. 289).

4.“Thefactisthat Hazrat "Isa
did not perform any miracles’
(Roohani Khazain, Vol. 11, pp. 290-
291).

5. “Three grandmothers of
Hazrat "Isa were fornicators and
prostitutes, from whose blood the
body of Jesus came into being’
(Roohani Khazain, Val. 11, p. 291).

6. "“Hazrat "I sahad becomein-
sane due to epilepsy” (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 9, p. 417).

7.“1 wish Hazrat "Isa had not
come in this world” (Roohani
Khazain, Vol. 9, p. 417).

8. “l am better than “Isa ibn
Maryam” (Roohani Khazain, Vol.
1,p.593).

9.“l have certain qualitiesre-
sembling Jesus. . . my nature and

the nature of Jesus resemble so
much, as two pieces of the same
atom or like two seeds of the same
tree” (Roohani Khazain, Vol. 1, p.
593).

V.Mirzaboasted that:

1.“Qur’anis God'sBook and
the words of my mouth” (adver-
tisement dated March 15, 1897 in
Roohani Khazain, Vol. 22, p. 87).

2. "1 believe in my wahi as |
believe in the Qur’an and Torah”
(Roohani Khazain, Vol. 17, p. 454).

3. “Glory to [Allah] Who did
take His Servant for Journey by
night from the Sacred Mosque to
the Farthest Mosque” (Qur’an
17:1). Thisverse'sreal and literal
application isthe mosque built by
the father of Mirza Ghulam, not
Masjid al-Aqgsa (collection of ad-
vertisementsin Roohani Khazain,
\oal. 3, p. 286).

V1. Mirzaannounced:

1.“lamAdam, | anNoah, | am
Abraham, | amIsaac, | am Jacab, |
am Ishmael, | am Moses, | am Je-
susson of Mary, | am Muhammad
(pbuh) ..."” (Roohani Khazain, Vol.
22,p.521).

2. “True God is the one who
has sent His Messenger in
Qadian” (Roohani Khazain, Vol. 18,
p. 231).

VII.Mirzadeclared that:

1. “Except for the children of
prostitutes, whose hearts have
been sealed by God, everyoneelse
has accepted me and believes in
my prophethood” (Aina-e-
Kamalateldam, Roohani Khazain,
Voal. 5, p. 547).

2.“Hewho doesnot believein
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian,
is disobedient to God and the
Prophet and will go to Hell” (ad-
vertisement dated May 25, 1900).

These are the real beliefs of
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian
and his Ahmadiyya Jama’ at, but
their propaganda literature will
only try to prove that they are
Sunni Muslims. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Muslims have lost their
faith at the hands of Ahmadis be-
cause they had no proper knowl-
edge about Mirza Ghulam or his
AhmadiyyaMovement.

Spirit Possession and
Faith healing.
Real or imagined!

Reported by S. Wiima
Saff Reporter

A huge crowd filled the audi-
torium of The Islamic Foundation
on May 1st.

Ticket sales had to be stopped
as there was no more room for
those eager to hear the message
brought by Dr. Bilal Phillips.

In his address, he stated that
Christians, Buddists and Hindus
al believein evil spiritsand that
they too, practice exorcism. From
the Islamic point of view, when
they dothisexorcism, thereality is
that the jinn will leave the person.

This leads the exorcist and the
possessed to believe that their
way is correct, but in actuality,
they are committing shirk. Shirk
may be defined as one who wor-
ships others along with God.

Research has proven that
healings and exorcism have been
done by using the Qur’an and the
Sunnah of the Prophet, (p.b.u.h.)
Both Prophets Jesus and
Mohammad, (p.b.u.h) used the
same methods of ridding people
of evil spiritsand of illness.

Dr. Bilal Phillips stressed that

Continued on page 5
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Muslims in Correctional
Institutes

By F.Jabaney

A few weeks ago, muslims
around the globe celebrated the
festival of Eid ulAdhaor “festival
of the sacrifice.” Duringthe Eid
celebration most of us went for
communal prayers, visited rela-
tives and friends and generally
had a good ‘Islamic’ celebration.
But how many of us think about
our brothers and sisters who do
not have the option of going out
for communal prayers, who can-
not meet other Muslims on this
auspiciousoccasion and for whom
Eid isjust another day. These are
our Muslim brothers and sisters
who are incarcerated in institutes
around the globe. For them, this
simple act of worshipping Allah
on this occasion is hot something
that isgivenlightly tothem. Infact
Muslims in ingtitutions are con-
stantly being tried and tested for
their belief in Allah.

There are numerous prisons
with Muslimsand the EdnaMahan
Correctional Facility for Womenis
one of them. Located in Clinton,
NJitistheonly women'sprisonin
the state of New Jersey. It has
separate buildings for maximum
and minimum-security offenders.
There are approximately 250 in-
mates in Edna Mahan who claim
Isamastheir religion. | amtold by
sister Wasifah Abdul Wasi, who
isthe prison’s|slamic administra-
tor, that there are around 50 sis-
ters who practice Islam. Accord-
ing to sister Wasifah, the over-
whelming majority of the sisters
at Edna Mahan came to prison as
Muslims. Many of the sisters
came from Muslim families, and
many of them were co-defendants
with their husbands, believe it or
not.

Wasifah Abdul Wasi works at
the prison asthe Islamic adminis-
trator. She has been at Edna
Mahanfor 7 years. She started out
as a volunteer and wanted to do
prison outreach to Muslim women
because she felt that there were
programs for brothers who were
incarcerated, but no one was
reaching out to Muslim women

behind bars. Right now, the sis-
ters in some parts of the prison
have jumu’ah every Friday, and
some of them are able to attend a
weekly ta’ aleem. Currently, sister
Wasifahistrying to get the prison
administrationto pay for moreserv-
ices for Muslims, namely more
class time and a counseling pro-
gram. Sheisonly a part time em-
ployee, with seven hours per week,
and the only Muslim employed at
the prison.

Somesistersfromthe Muslim
community in New Brunswick, NJ
have started an outreach program
for thesistersin Clinton. Thusfar
these sisters have raised fundsin
order to purchase Islamic books
for the incarcerated Mudlim sis-
ters, and have received both
money and book donationsfor the
facility. Their effortsare on going.
In addition, a“pen pal” program
hasbeeninitiated, connecting sis-
ters on the inside with sisters on
the outside.

Future aspects of the program
insha alah, will include visits to
the prison by sistersfrom the out-
sidecommunity, and setting up aid
for the inmates to help ease their
trangitioninto the Muslim commu-
nity oncethey arereleased. All this
has been by the Grace of Allah
(swi).

Every Muslim is responsible
for his actions towards society
and will be questioned by Allah
(swt) on theday of judgement. Is-
lam emphasizes righteousness in
actions and in thought. However,
we cannot simply pretend that
there are no ‘good’ Muslims in
prisons and ignore the ones who
areincarcerated.

Itistimefor usto takerespon-
sibility for our Muslim Ummah,
including membersin prisons. We
have to guide inmates in the ex-
cellence of good deeds, forbear-
ance and responsibility for their
actionsin Islam. All praiseis for
Allah, Lord of all the worlds, and
may Heextol and send peace upon
our Prophet Muhammad(saw),
upon hisfamily, truefollowersand
al hisCompanions.

Spirit Possession and
Faith healing

Continued from page 4

Allah is the hedler and a person
should have total trust in God.
M ethods used should be the same
as Prophet Mohammad, (p.b.u.h)
used.

It has been observed that non-
spiritual persons tend to be over-
come by evil, rather than the per-
son who follows God.

Socaled“Mediums’ areindi-
vidualswho, for the sake of profit
inthisworld, allow themselvesto
be used by jinns or evil spiritsto
speak to their clients. If aperson
has died, then the evil jinn of that
person will continueto live. Itis
this evil jinn who is speaking to
the vulnerable grieving person,
not the dead loved one. Islam
teaches that once we leave this
world, we cannot communicate

with theliving ones.

Through a medium, the evil
jinnmay give knowledge of avery
personal nature about the dead
person or even about the client
which nobody else could know.
This draws the person into com-
mitting shirk.

Jinnsalso may take possession
of objects or animals. A recent
occurrence in 1997 showed the
Hindu god Gannish drinking milk.
Thelslamic explanation of thisis
that jinns inhabited the statue to
convince Hindus that their belief
isright, thus encouraging them to
commit shirk.

He also stated that we should
not go to people who practice
magic or to mediums, asthey are

Continued on page 11

Abusive Behaviour: Is It
Gender Related?

Reported by Sster Wiima

The word “abuse” brings to
the human mind pictures of a par-
ent beating a defenceless child, a
marriage partner using force
against his or her mate, or even
possibly a grown-up child beat-
ing an elderly parent. Thediction-
ary usesthewords*” maltreat,” “re-
vile,” or “wrong aperson” among
other words to define this type of
behaviour.

These words do not portray
the fear, the self-doubt, the agony
of the human spirit as it endures
theinsulting words, the bdlittling
of itsefforts, or theintentional
cruelty inflicted on it. Each
harsh word, each blow to the
body destroys the human-
ity of both the victim and
the abuser.

Abuse affects al levels of
society, al religions, and all eth-
nic groups. Itisnot gender related,
nor isit related to social status. It
affectssmall children, young peo-
ple, the middle-aged, and the eld-
erly. Even animals have been
abused by human beings.

Although physical abuse can
be seen and understood quicker
than the more difficult to discern
emotional abuse, abuse of any
kind cannot be tolerated.

Broken bones and cuts will
heal eventually, but the fear that

isgenerated by violence, whether
it be harsh words or physical ac-
tions, may never leavethe victim.

Controlling, manipulative be-
haviour, whether it is done by
males or females, has destructive
results. An example of such con-
duct could be a divorced parent
turning the children against the
other parent, nurturing the fear of
loss of affection or even perhaps
loss of property if the other part-
ner marriesagain.

Who hasnot seen an-
other hu-
man be-

= ing belit-
-tle an-
= other per-
E’ son's ef-
forts? This of-
ten causes the vic-
timto feel rejected and upset
and to eventually stop trying to
please others. Many victims re-
treat into themselvesin order not
to be vulnerable. Some people
even use emotional meansto con-
trol othershby turning off their love
and acceptance at will.

Human beings, no matter what
religion or race, can easily fall into
thiscycleof violenceand neglect,
and may find themselves unable
to stop their abusive behaviour
without assistance.

It's sad to say, but there are

even those who use religion to
control other people, taking bits
and pieces of religious teachings
and twisting them to keep another
person subject to them.

As Muslims, tolerance of
abuse by any person, even afam-
ily member should be condemned
and the abuser and the victim
should receiveindividua counsel-
ling in order to endeavour to find
out the reason why such actions
are done.

Abuse was never tolerated by
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and it
might begood for usall to remem-
ber that he said: “The Mudim is
he from whaose tongue and hand
other Muslims are immune and
safe” (Bukhari and Muslim).

Another Hadith asreported by
Abu Hurairah says. “The Mes-
senger of Allah (pbuh) said: ‘The
most perfect believers are those
best among them in conduct; and
the best among you are the best
totheir women' (At-Tirmidhi).

To close this short article, it
might bewell for all of ustoreflect
on what the Prophet of Islam
(pbuh) has said asreported in this
Hadith by Abu Sa‘id: “The
Prophet of Allah (pbuh) said:
“Whoever showsno mercy will be
shown no mercy.’”

A rather sobering thought for
us to ponder on.
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Politically Active

Many people gripe about government and
politicsin Canada. A few seek elected office
themselves, but very few amongst these have realistic
opportunities to be elected. It can be along and
difficult road to put oneself in the right position and

even then there are no guarantees.

It is not well-known among the Muslim
community that several politicians with Muslim

by Naseer Syed

In the rapidly growing city of
Markham, Ontario, on the north-
east border of Toronto, Khalid
Usman has been making hismark.
As the Councillor for Ward 7 on
the Markham City Council, Mr.
Usman along with the Mayor,
seven other Councillors and four
Regional Councillorsisresponsi-
blefor managing themunicipal af-
fairs of Markham. Although
elected on March 2, 1998, for the
job, his first political office, Mr.
Usman has been a long-time ac-
tivist.

Since 1967, during hisdaysas
a student at the University of
Peshawar, in Pakistan, where he
was studying for his Honours
Bachelor of Commercedegree, Mr.
Usman was active in politics and
envisioned eventually running for
an office as a Member of Parlia-
ment. However, soon after gradu-
ation in 1970 he emigrated to
Canada at the age of 20, found a
job and began working towards
his designation as a Chartered
Accountant. Receiving his des-
ignation in 1975, he rose quickly
to becomeapartner inarelatively
short time by 1979 with thefirm of
Laventhol & Horwath (which
eventually merged into Price
Waterhousein 1986). However, in
1984 Mr. Usman decided togointo
his own private practice where he
felt he could do a better job

Mr. Usman has been a

long-standing member of theLib-
eral Party and in 1988, hewasthe

backgrounds have in fact been elected to offices in the
past and continue in the present, including some in

governing parties.

Part of the reason for their obscurity is that
many of these candidates have not identified strongly
with Islam, either because they are not very religious
or because it was not in their political advantage to do
so. However, now there are encouraging signs that
members of our community who do publicly identify
and associate with Muslims and Islam are finally
coming forward to giveit a try.

The Ambition, as an independent, objective, and
community-based newspaper isin a unique position to

profile these candidates in a manner that will not only

you in their efforts.

Councillor Khalid Usman

Mr. Usman has raised the awareness of issues relevant to
Muslims as well as other South Asian communities.

President of the Markham federal
Liberal Association. After afew
yearsin that position, he realized
that because of his young family
he wasn't ready to run for office
that would force him to go to Ot-
tawa. However, hedid runfor the
last Provincial election 4 yearsago.
Although he lost at that time, he
was still committed and decided
to start again fromthe basics. His
experience had al-

the Advance Polls.

Advising others, Mr.
Usman says that being elected is
not enough. Once in such aposi-
tion, a person has to contribute,
know the day-to-day business of
City Council and “earn your re-
spect”. He says that if person
seeksto get elected, but then can’t
performinthejob, the community
he comesfrom looks bad. He de-
scribesthepolitical

ready allowed him

process as a two-

to make many con- Due to the edged sword. It's
tacts and he built difficult to get
upon this network awareness, elected andit’ sdif-
encompassing not the local ficult to do the job
only Muslims but police avoid once in office. If
also members of . . you don’t feel up
many other commu- ISsuing to the tasks that
nities. Opportunity unnecessary will berequired, he
knocked his door ; says, “Don’'t run”.
when a Municipal . parklng Mr. Usman
By-Election was tickets at the also advises that
caledinearly 1998 prayer getting involved at
in Ward 7, which . an early age helps
runs North of gatherlngs. asthereisaneces-

Steeles Avenue,

East of Brimley to Markham Road
and South of 14th.

There were 8 other candi-
dates (as these elections are run
on a non-party basis), but Mr.
Usman triumphed by a margin of
600 votes, gathering strong sup-
port from the Chinese and South
Asian communities. He gives
credit for his successto his politi-
cal team describing them as fan-
tastic and devoted workers and
friendswho not only got the votes
out on Election Day, but also for

- The Ambition
Subscription Rates

Canada
USA and Overseas
Subscription: $

Donation: $
| pledge to donate $

Name:

Individual: $15.00

$20.00

per month starting

Institution: $25.00

$30.00

Date
Renewal :

Address :

Postal Code:

Mail to: The Ambition
6452 Finch Ave. West, Unit 148

Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9V 1T4

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

I Pleaseinclude your cheque payable to The Ambition
|

|

l

I Tel:
|

|

|

|

k

sary grooming
process. There are lots of people
involved, he says, but not in a
mainstream way. Many are still
playing politicsfromtheir “home’
countries, which creates division
among the community. He says
that when you are representing a
particular community, such as
South Asians, you haveto becare-
ful not to degrade other religions
or force your views on other peo-
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introduce them to you, but to seek to find relevance for

As none of these candidates are running for
positions of religious leadership, their evaluations must
be made having in mind the broader context of the
balancing of the interests with other communities.

Insha Allah, there will be a series of interviews
towards these objectives.

ple. You can repre-
sent Mudlims, but you
must also represent
other South Asian
communities. Fur-
thermore, the best
way to prepare for
your own candidacy
istogetinvolved with
other people who are
running, or have al-
ready been elected.
They will know the
“ins and outs’ of the
process.

Mr. Usmaniswill-
ing to guide and help
otherswho arewilling
torun. Hesayshehas
opened the doors for
the youth, showing
them how to get
elected and asking
them how they can

makeadifference. He
has the resources and expertise to
help others run, but those who
want to run will need to have com-
mitment. They will also need to
be very organized and have the
ability to attract sufficient numbers
of good people as volunteers,
who, in turn, need to be properly
trained as well. A good team and
good support, financial and oth-
erwise, iscrucial.

At Markham City Council,
Mr. Usman has raised the aware-
ness of issues relevant to Mus-
lims aswell as other South Asian
communities. For example, Eid
days have been declared holidays
for Council business. Messages
and well-wishes are now for-
warded from other politicians to
Muslims on these days and the
local police avoid issuing unnec-
essary parking tickets at the
prayer gatherings. Similarly, vari-
ous constituencies now have bet-
ter lines of communication and
accessto variouscity servicesand
facilities.

Beyond poalitics and account-
ing, Mr. Usman hasalong history
asan extraordinary fund-raiser for
charities, including thelmran Khan
Cancer Hospital, the International
Development and Refugees Foun-
dation, and the planned new
Markham Mosgue. He was also
oneof thoseinstrumental in bring-
ing the Indian actor Dilip Kumar
to Canadafor fundraising for vic-
tims of thewar in Bosnia

Married since 1978, Mr.
Usman’'s wife is a doctor who is
actively involved with both poli-
ticsand fund-raising. The couple
has three daughters, the oldest of
whomis20 and now also involved
inpolitics. Mr. Usman countshim-
self aslucky to have strong family
support. He saysit isrequired by
every politician, otherwisethetime
demandsof dutiesof officewould
make it very difficult, even in a
position such as hiswhich is sup-
posed to be part-timewhile he con-
tinues his private practice as a
Chartered Accountant.
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4 From the\
Qur'an

Whosoever Kills
a human being
for other than
manslaughter or
corruption in the
earth, it shall be
as if he had
killed all
mankind, and
whoso saves the
life of one, it
shall be as if he
had saved the
life of all
mankind ...

639

“

)

From the A

Hadith

Abdullah bin
'Amr reported
that the
Messenger of
Allah (pbuh)
said: "He who
kills one with
whom covenant
has been made
will not sense
even the smell
of Paradise,
and no doubt,
its smell can be
sensed from
the distance
covered in forty
years."

k(Sahih Bukhari)j

Journey toldam

Highlighting the experiences of new Muslims

In the Quest for God

“It was basically the good behaviour of some Muslims
that attracted my attention to Islam.”

Jannah Abdul-Jabber em-
braced Islamin 1994, sheiscur-
rently working as a secretary at
the Ontario Ingtitute for Sudies
in Education at the University of
Toronto. In an interview with
Mehran Banaei, she talks about
her journey to Islam.

Can you inform our readers
about your background?

I come from Guyanaand was
raised asaCatholic. | never con-
sidered myself a Christian, and
that is because | could not grasp
certain Christian doctrines. My
family migrated to Canadawhen |
wasyoung. | anmarried and have
two children.

How did you come to know
about |slam?

My first experience was dur-
ing my childhood, that is, when |
was 9 years old. Our next-door
neighboursin Guyanawere Mus-
lims. It was very noticeable that
their way of lifewasdifferent from
othersin our community. Even at
that age, | was able to recognise
that these peoplewerevery peace-
ful, humble, and a God-loving
family. | found their dresscodeto
be very modest. Turning to my
father for explanation wasnot very
adequate. All he explained was
the cultural background of our
neighbours and that they were
following a good man named
Muhammad (pbuh). | wanted to
know what they worshipped.
Later oninschooal, | learned about
fasting, Eid, and Hajj. Themorel
learned the more | wanted to
know, but there were no sources
available.

Asl grew up, | found thetopic
of Islam very interesting; | par-
ticularly wanted to know more
about AmericanMudims, In 1982,
| was once at my friend's place
and for the first time saw a copy
of the Qur'an. | picked up the

book right away to check it out. |
was very disappointed to see that
it wasin Arabic, alanguage that |
did not know.

Later on, my younger sister
hired alive-in baby-sitter who was
Muslim. Every time | went to her
house, her baby-sitter’s good be-
haviour inspired meto investigate
more about this religion. | would
say that it was basically the good
behaviour of Muslims that at-
tracted my attention to Islam and
created azest to know the underly-
ing reasons behind such behav-
iour.

When did you embrace | lam?

Every Ramadan, knowing what
it means to Muslims, | developed
such astrong urge to worship God.
During the Ramadan of 1994, | was
not yet Muslim, but decided to fast
and dress like a Muslim woman,
including wearing the hijab. Some-
how it occurred to me, that this
would makemefeel closerto God. |
wanted to determineif | am, infact,
capable of fasting and living likea
Muslim. | hoped that God would
show methetrue path. During this
period of time, | was invited to
many iftarsand my contact withthe
Muslim community increased. |
also started reading the Qur’ an for
thefirsttime. | did not at all expect
it to be in the form it is; reading
parts of it made me cry. | managed
to fast for the entire month and
shortly after Ramadan, | said my
shahadah. Subsequently, | started
going to the mosqgue and attended
seminarsfor new Muslims.

Howdidyour friendsand fam-
ily react to this change?

| expressed my decision to my
family and it was okay with them. |
told them that from now on | will
not be consuming pork and | shall
observe the |slamic dress code for
women. Thisdid not create any dif-
ficulties, since pork wasnot on the

menu at homeand | never dressed
in Western fashion anyway. In
fact, | lived very muchlikeaMus-
lim before becoming one. | did not
believeindrinking acohoal, taking
other drugs, or saying dirty jokes.

How did you become certain
that Islam isindeed the pristine
message from God?

| carefully read the Qur’an
several times and it made sense
tome. It clarified many of theprob-
lems | had with Christianity. For
instance, the centrality of Jesus
(pbuh) in Christianity bothered
me greatly; you do not find this
problem in Islam. Muhammad
(pbuh) does not play thisrolein
Islam. | was bothered by the fact
that Catholicsdo not pray directly
to God, they pray to their saints,
you do not find this dilemma in
Idam.

Unlike other religions, you
find noidolsin Islam. There are
no concepts in Islam that | can-
not comprehend, contrary to the

’
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Christian notion of being born in
sin and needing someone to pay
for my sins. | have always been
turned off by the attitude of many
pushy, intolerant Christian preach-
ers. However, when | read the
Qur’ anic verse which states there
should be no compulsion in mat-
ters of religion, | was very much
touched and impressed with such
averse,

Unlike someother religions, in
Islam you do not find any signs of
racism or racial segregation. The
Islamic notion of God is not like
thereisan angry God up there, who
is going to get you for your mis-
takes. Allah (swt) issaid to bethe
Most Compassionate and Merci-
ful. The message of the Qur'anis
very simple: Have discipline and
worship only one God, the Crea-
tor. Thisis exactly what our soci-
ety today needs. | have no doubts
about Islam as the True Message
of God nor have any regrets for
becomingaMuslim.

We invite writers,
interviewers, community
news reporters,
story writers for children,
etc. to send us their
contributions.
Please send your
articles by
May 30th, 1999
to be included in

July '99 issue.
We welcome
new and

budding writers

Include your full name, address,
and phone number. You can send
your picture
and a little introduction about
yourself if you wish.
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Muslims and Arabs
Commemorate Qana Massacre
by Israel

Reported by Abubakar N. Kasim

On the evening of Sunday,
April 18,1999, the Al-Hudal eba-
nese Muslim Society and the Ca-
nadian Arab Federation com-
memorated the massacre of 105
civilians, including scores of
women and children who took ref-
uge at a United Nations com-
pound in the L ebanese village of
Qana, 90 km south of the Leba-
nese capital, Beirut, by Israeli
bombshells.

Hundreds of peoplelistened to
different speakers who strongly
condemned Israel’s role in the
Qanamassacreof April 1996. They
demanded the I sraeli government
to fully implement and respect the
United Nation’'sresolutions. They
also emphasised the necessity for
unity to fight injustice and estab-
lish peace, justice, and stability, not
just in the Middle East, but also
around the glabe.

Khalid Kafel wasthe modera-
tor of the event. Among the guest
speakers were John Cannis, MP;
Dr. Atef Kubrsi of the Canadian
Arab Federation and a professor
of Economics at McMaster Uni-
versity; Jose Lebart of Amnesty
International and also a journal-

ist; Rgja Khouri of the Canadian
Arab  Federation; Sarkis
Assadourian, MP; and Howard
Hampton, provincial NDP leader.
Asem Jaber, the L ebanese Ambas-
sador, couldn’'t attend the event
and aletter from him was read by
Dr. Yusuf Mrove.

The state of Israel maintained
its claim that the incident was an
accident but as one of the speak-
ers indicated, all the evidence
showed that it was a deliberate
action. The White House stood
behind Isragl for calling it an acci-
dent.

A very emotiona poem was
read by Sister RubaHaidar which
touched many people. After visit-
ing South Lebanon and witness-
ing the devastated lives in that
region, shewroteit expressing her
grief and sorrow surrounding the
people of south Lebanon.

The event was wrapped up
with refreshments and by an en-
tertainment session of al ebanese
band from Ottawawho entertained
people with their enjoyable Ara-
bic songs and with lovely music
pertaining to the event of the Qana
massacre.

HCI invites
Michael Coren at the
fundraising dinner

HCI had a fundraising dinner
for people of Kosavaon May 1st,
1999 at the IMO building on
Rexdale and Islington.

The President of IMO, Omar
Farouk welcomed everybody and
gave the mike to the MC of the
event, Brother Nowshad Ali from
HCI. The program started with the
mel odious recitation of the Qur’ an
by Abdulvehab Hoxha, the Imam
of the Albanian Mosgue, followed
by the English trandlation by Sis-
ter SaraBaksh of the HCI.

Mumtaz Akhtar, the Chairman
of the HCI who had cometojoin
us from Ottawa, introduced the
Human Concern Internationa to
the gathering of Muslim and non-
Muslim audience. In his short but
emotional talk he told about the
sufferings and miseries of people
around theworld and how HCl is
making adifferencein their lives.
He specially emphasized on the
efforts made to help our brothers
and sisters of Kosova. They have
collected and send over $7.5 mil-
lion since June 1998 to help the
needy. He welcomed the decision
of Canadian government to airlift
the refugees of Kosova.

The keynote speaker for the
evening wasMr. Michael Coren, a
well-known journalist, TV host,
and author. Expressing his ideas
about the “Family Values in To-

day’sSociety” he put the audience
at easewith hiswitty remarks. His
speech was both delighting and
enlightening. He respectsthe val-
ues and morality that Muslims
also hold very dearly. “We agree
and disagree on our faith, but my
dreamisto seeMudims, Christians
and Jews walking hand in hand,”
he said. He talked about deterio-
ration of family intoday’s society.
He mentioned with disgust the
personal freedom that leadsto top-
lessness, gay pride, euthanasia,
abortion or thelike. “Wearecrea-
tures not the Creator. We are not
to decide who to live and who to
die.” He also pointed out that
Muslimsand Vatican have similar
feelings to save the family struc-
ture that is under siege and have
joined hands for the sake of God.
Amidst a thunder of applause he
suggested that we should stand
up together asMuslimsand Chris-
tians and fight the onslaught of
secularism.

Shaikh Faisal Abdur-Razak,
Imam of TARIC Centre, focused
on the Islamic viewpoint about a
family. Quoting from the Qur’ an,
“O you who believein God, save
yourself and saveyour family from
Hell fire,” heemphasized that each
member of family must have this
goal inlife, whichisprescribed by
the Creator. When mother is re-

ISSRA Youth Group Getting Ready to
Host Summer Camp

Reported by Sster Wilma

The atmosphere wasfriendly,
the food was delicious, and the
environment was Islamic. What
more could one want? On April
10th, the scene was set, one of
welcome and hospitality at Talim-
ul-lslamon Rivalda Road.

The occasion? The ISSRA
Youth Group was hosting a get-
together to share the benefits of
belonging to the Youth Group and
to talk about camping from their
own experiences. It was a mixed
group. Young and old blending
together and uniting with each
other in acommon cause, acause
dear to the hearts of those who
attended. Young people, our fu-
ture, our hope. The Youth Group
offers opportunities for socialis-
ing, spiritual growth, learning,
sports, seminars, dinners, and
camping.

Br. Shabir Ally of the Da' wah
Centre, was the keynote speaker
at this event. Among the many
excellent points he brought up
was that God has made the world

an attractive place for usin order
to test us. Satan uses deception
to get people where he wants
them, but God sends guidance.
Those who take this guidance,
shall have no fear. He pointed out
that society offers
people of all ages
many temptations,
and that we need to
give of our personal
resources in order to
protect our youth.
Br. Shazam
Asgarali, the president of the Is-
lamic Social Services and Re-
sources Association (ISSRA),
gave an overview of what ISSRA
had been doing for the past 11
years. He emphasised that SSRA
could not function without the
support of the Muslim community
and was dependent upon volun-
teers and donations. The dona-
tions that would be raised at this
function would assist not only in
providing the camp experiencefor
young people but would also give
assistance to the current Kosovar

Edmonton's Muslims
Commemorate 100 years in
Canada

from CIC News Bulletin

Edmonton’sMuslimsin West-
ern Canadaare commemorating a
100 years of progress and
achievement during a two-day
event beginning May 1, 1999.
They are also marking the 60th
anniversary of the first mosque
built in North America, the Al-
Rashid Mosque.

“The original Al-Rashid
Mosque has been preserved and
restored in Fort Edmonton Park. It
stands as a reminder of the faith
of theearly Mudimimmigrantsand
their commitment to build a new
life in Canada,” said Khalid
Tarabain, president of Edmonton’s
Canadian Idamic Centre.

“Theeventswill beginwiththe

opening of Al-lIlmu Noorun, an
exhibition depicting the history of
Muslim settlement in Alberta,”
said Larry Shaben, chairman of the
organising committee.

“We are proud of the pioneer-
ing spirit of the early Muslim Ca-
nadians and we pray that Edmon-
ton’s Muslims continue in their
footsteps. | had first-hand experi-
ence of thewarmth of the Edmon-
ton Muslim community, the aspi-
ration of itsyouth, and the deduc-
tion of its leadership,” said Dr.
Mohamed Elmasry, national presi-
dent of the Canadian Islamic Con-
gress. “I pray to Allah (swt) to
bless Edmonton’s Muslim com-
munity for being a role model to
the rest of us.”

duced to a secretary, a cleaning
lady, aworker of any sort, and the
children are send to baby sitter or
daycare, that goal isfaded. “Fam-
ily is under attack in North
America,” he said. What degen-
eration we see in today’s society
are the symptoms, not the roots.
Islam tells us about the roots and
gives us the remedy. “The only
way istoreturntothe Qur'an. My
message to Muslims is ‘Practice
Islam’ and to Christiansis ‘ Prac-
tice Christianity.” Together we'll
win the battle,” he concluded.

After the  speeches,
fundraising was done, followed by
adelicious meal. Finally, Brother
Genghiz Khan, the HCI co-
ordinator for GTA, thanked eve-
rybody and this very pleasant
night came to an end.

Unto Him
we shall

return

Br. Saeed Ahmed Shaikh
passed away in Montreal,
P.Q. on Sunday, April 18th
a 7am. May Godblesshis
soul. Heleft behindhim his
beloved wife Naseem,
daughter Naheed and hisfour
sons, Aktar, Athar, Naved
and Afsar. He was the
brother of Muhammad
Saleem  Shaikh  of
Scarborough, avery active
member of The Ambition
and |IEIE. Hewill besadly
missed by his seven broth-
ersand four sistersand his
many niecesand nephews.

refugees.

Several enthusiastic young
people gavetheir personal experi-
ences as campers. Camping, ac-
cording to these young people,
has offered them an opportunity

toliveinatotaly Idamicat-
mosphere, to de-
velop their spir-
ituality, to share
good times with
fellow Muslims
and in general
to havean excit-
ing and fun adventure.

While participants enjoyed a
delicious dessert, a slide presen-
tation of the camping experience
was shown and an auction was
held to raise money. All in al, it
was a very interesting and in-
formative evening well spent by
all those who attended.

The Youth Group, members of
which range between the ages of
12-18, meet every second Satur-
day at ISSRA. For more informa-
tion about this group, please con-
tact ISSRA at (416) 767-1531.

ICNA Relief:
Urgent Appeal For
Donations For

Kosova Refugees
ICNA Relief announced that it
would sponsor 4,000 Kosovarefu-
geefamiliesin Diber, Macedonia
and Tirana, Albania. The an-
nouncement was made by Tariqur
Rahman, Executive Director of
ICNA Relief while visiting local
field officesin Diber. Thetotal cost
of food and non-food supplies to
the sponsored families from mid-
April to June’99 will be US$1.5
million. Mr. Rahman wason aten-
day trip to the area, histhird one,
to co-ordinaterelief work through
two, already established, field of -
ficesin Macedoniaand Albania
The sponsored familieswill be
provided with food and non-food
itemsonaweekly basis. Theitems
includeflour, ail, rice, beans, maca-
roni, noodles, sugar, salt, pota-
toes, and cleaning detergent.
ICNA Relief appeals to all
Muslims for support. Please con-
tact the Islamic Circle of North
Americaat (905) 257-9997 or visit
their website at http://
www.icna.org/relief/.

The practical
approach

Continued from page 9 )
suggestions Into our practice.

May Allah (swt) blessuswith the
sweetness of Imaan and may Al-
lah (swt) save usall from the poi-
soned arrows of the Shaitan and
bless us with an honour in Para
dise. Ameen.

These speeches are available
on the Young Muslims website at
http://youngmuslimscanada.org.
A very beneficid articlecaled The
Great Virtue of Lowering the Gaze
by Imamibn al-Qayyim (ra) isalso
posted at http://
youngmuslimscanada.org/arti-
cles/the%20gaze.htm
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The PracticalL Approach
To Controlling Our Desires

Reported by Taha Ghayyur,
Young Muslims Canada

On Friday, April 9th, 1999, a
lecture entitled The Practical Ap-
proach to Controlling Our Desires
was hosted by Young Muslims
Canada. They would liketo thank
all volunteerswho helped out and
have provided uswith afine sum-
mary of the evening.

Al-Hamdulillah, it was avery
enlightening event, in which
brothersfromall over Toronto par-
ticipated. Young Muslims had
strongly felt the need for a semi-
nar or discussion on the practical
approach to controlling our nafs
(desires of the lower-self), espe-
cially considering the fact that we
are living in a society where the
hearts of Mu‘ mins (believers) are
constantly being bombarded with
poisonous Shaitanic arrows, that
corrupt our Imaan (faith) and kill
the heart.

Wewere bl essed with the pres-
ence of Shaikh Ibrahim Dremali
(from Florida) and Br. Ahmad
Shehab at this event. Shaikh
IbrahimisProfessor of Geology at
Atlantic University, Florida. Heis
also the Imam of the Masjid of
Boka Raton, Florida. He has,
Masha-Allah, studied under vari-
ous prominent shuyookh (schol-
ars) at Al-Azhar University, Egypt
and has mastered in the science
of Hadith and Figh. In addition,
heisalso amujaahid by nature, as
he has spent most of hisyouth in
Israeli prisons. As most of us al-
ready know, Br. Ahmad Shehabis
a well-known speaker in the To-
ronto area.

The program began with the
recitation of the Holy Qur’an from
Surah Al-Hadeed (57: 19-21). Let
us sharewith you Verse 20, which
isdirectly related to the theme of
the program: “Know that the life
of this world is only play and
amusement, pomp and mutual
boasting among you, and rivalry
in respect of wealth and children,
asthe likeness of vegetation after
rain, thereof the growth is pleas-
ing tothetiller; afterwardsit dries
up and you seeiit turning yellow;
then it becomes straw. But in the
Hereafter (there is) a severe tor-
ment (for the disbelievers, evil-
doers), and (thereis) Forgiveness
from Allah and (His) Good Pleas-
ure (for the believers, good-do-
ers), whereasthelife of thisworld
isonly adeceiving enjoyment.”

This was followed by a very
motivating and eloquent talk by
Br. Ahmad Shehab. Masha-Allah,
he specialises in these topics and
didapralificjob. Since both of the
speakers discussed this topic in
great depth, it is very difficult to
summarise their speechesin such
a short article. One of the best
things about their speeches was
the fact that they addressed the
issue using examples related to
contemporary issues faced by the
youth in Canada and the West.
They illustrated their views with
variouspractical examplesfromthe
life of the Prophets Adam and

Yusuf (pbut), the life of the best
uswah (example), Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), and his be-
loved companions. Sayingsof the
great pious scholars on this issue
were al so mentioned.

Br. Shehab often referred to
“controlling desires’ as“CD.” He
talked about the various organs
of our body that Shaitan uses to
get us involved in sin. He re-
minded us of the Hadith of the
Prophet (pbuh), collected by al-
Bukhari (ra), in which he told us
that zina (adultery) of the eyesis
an evil lustful sight (e.g., staring
at amember of opposite gender or
reading filthy literature); zinaof the
earsislistening to evil tak (e.g.,
music or anything of that inclina-
tion); zinaof thetongueisgetting
involvedinfilthy and harmful dis-
cussions,; zinaof thelegsistowalk
towards Haraam; and zina of the
heart isto think about these base-
desires (Hubb ash-Shahaawaat).

He also told us that Shaitan
never attacksusdirectly inonego,
but he takes us to prohibited
things, step by step, without let-
ting us know the evil conse-
guences! At the end, Br. Shehab
warned us that “we should think
about how we use our hands, ears,
eyes, brain, and legs. We shall be
held responsiblefor each and eve-
ryone of these blessings, on the
Day of Judgement.”

Both speakers explained to us
with many eye-opening examples
on how the wrong use of desires
corruptsour heartsand affectsour
daily life'swork. One of themain
points that Br. Shehab really em-
phasised wasthat “the heartislike
an empty bottle. If you fill it with
nothing, it will be occupied by air
or vacuum. Therefore, if wedon't
occupy our hearts with Qur’an,
thenit will be occupied by Shaitan
(e.g. music and other harmful de-
sires).” It'snowonder why aCom-
panion of the Prophet (pbuh), 1bn
Mas'ud (ra) used to say: “These
heartsarevessdls. Fill themupwith
the Qur’an and occupy themwith
nothing else. | hate to see a man
who is hollow. He is neither suc-
cessful in managing the business
of thisworld, nor that of the Here-
after.”

Shaikh Ibrahim Dremali began
by reminding us about death. He
narrated to us the story of one of
his university students who had
just recently passed away at the
ageof 20, inacar accident. Hetold
us how many dreams he had for
his future and how much he
wanted to accomplish in this
world and in the Hereafter. How-
ever, the Angel of Death does not
inform us before he comes. There-
fore, we must use our time in a
Halaal and useful way.

He said that in his view, the
best way to avoid sin, thereby
suppressing our desires, is by
keeping ourselves busy with any-
thing Halaal (permissible) or some
sort of worship, for example, read-
ing the Qur’ an, doing the dhikr or
tasbeeh (remembrance of Allah)

while in public and secret, keep-
ing ourselves busy in acquiring
Islamic knowledge, and sticking
together with good Muslim
friends. Thereisafamous saying:
“Occupy yourself with Halaal be-
fore the Haraam occupiesyou!”

Shaikh Dremali emphasised
the fact that we will be held ac-
countable for this precious time.
He also said: “You should learn
how to suppress your desires and
nafs because otherwise your de-
sires will ride over you!” There-
fore, we should be the obedient
dlaves of Allah’s commands, in-
stead of being slaves to our own
desires. He clarified the fact that
desiresare natural and having de-
siresitself isnot prohibited, but it
is “how we fulfil these desires,”
that makesthem Ha aal or Haraam.
In addition, he described the hor-
rible consequencesof fulfilling our
desires in a Haraam way, includ-
ing, the various diseases that
spread through prohibited rela-
tionships, loss of brain memory
and thinking ability, degradation
and disintegration of family val-
ues and systems, etc., which were
supported by many astonishing
studies and statistics. He con-
stantly emphasised the fact that
thinking about Haraam and watch-
ing filth|ead to theloss of memory
and intellectual skills, which is
why, he said, so many Muslim
youth do bad intheir studies. This
fact has also been proven by sci-
entific studies, Subhan-Allah!

At the end, Shaikh Dremali
described to us the wonders of
Jannah (Paradise) and the horri-
ble scenes of Jahannam (Hell), and
then asked us:. “What do you
want?’ Hispointswerevery clear
and shook us all. Histalk wasin-
tellectual aswell asinformativeand
eye-opening.

Both of the respected guest
speakers warned us especially
against the sins caused by our
eyes. Let us ponder upon the
beautiful Hadith of the Prophet
(pbuh): “Thefurtive glance (ase-
cret evil 1ook) is one of the poi-
soned arrows of Satan, on whom
be God'scurse. Whoever forsakes
it (i.e., avoidslooking at Haraam)
for the fear of Allah, will receive
fromHim, Great and GloriousisHe,
afaith (Imaan), the sweetness of
which, hewill find within hisheart”
(related by al-Haakim and saheeh).
This was quoted from Inner Di-
mensions of Islamic Worship by
Imam al-Ghazali (ra), p. 76.

The Hadith shows us that the
failuretolower our gazewill result
inthe corruption of our heartsand
the development of an evil char-
acter and personality. However,
whoever abandons it (i.e., quits
enjoying Haraam) will receivefrom
Allah (swt) a gift, called Imaan
(faith) the sweetness of which
could be sensed by that person
only! How beautiful itis, Subhan-
Allah!

May Allah (swt) give us the
ability to put all these practical

Continued on page 8
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joyous day in the land of
Yathrib.

The first of Muharram marks
the day when the community of
the Prophet (pbuh) waswelcomed
and shown kindness by their Gen-
erous Lord, Al-Kareem. Many
ulamaa (scholars) hold the view
that this is a month that we too,
should show extra care, generos-
ity, and love to our families. It is
also the first of the four sacred
months of the Islamic year.

Thismonth containsoneof the
most virtuous days of theyear, the
day of ‘Ashura, the 10th of
Muharram. This is the day when
Prophet Musa (pbuh) parted the
Red Sea by the qudra (power) of
Allah (swt), which the Jewsat one
point also observed as a sacred
day. When the Prophet (pbuh)
became of aware of the Jews cel-
ebrating thisday, heinstructed the
Muslims to also fast this day and
the day before or after to distin-
guish ourselves from the Jews.

The first of Muharram also
signifiesthe Prophet (pbuh) build-
ing a famous city. It is there that
he taught us how a society should
function and where he outlined the
principles and foundations of be-
haviour morally, economically,
psychologically, and spiritualy.
The city that he established was
Al-Madinah al-Munawarrah (the
Blessed City of Madinah).

A final thought to conclude:
A man once came to the house of
ImamMalik ibn Anas(ra) wholived
in Madinah. As he was entering
the house, he noticed that Imam
Malik had two riding beasts at the
side of his house. The man said:
“Masha-Allah, you havetwo very
nice riding beasts,” whereupon
Imam Malik (ra) told him to take
them. The man humbly refused.
After his business was finished
and he was leaving the house of
ImamMalik (ra), helooked over to
theriding beastsand made asimi-
lar remark about their pleasing
state. At thispoint Imam Malik (ra)
insisted that the man take the cam-
€els. Theman agreed, but asked why
the great Imam had no use for
them. At this point, the Imam re-
plied: “Thisisthecity of Madinah.
Thisisthe city where the Prophet
of Allah (pbuh) walked up and
down the streets in his bare-feet.
Who am | to travel these streets
on a riding beast trampling the
blessed ground of this city?’

May Allah (swt) cause us to
give lifeto the blessed Sunnah of
our beloved Prophet (pbuh) aswe
send praise in abundance his
name, his message, his commu-
nity, hisfamily, and hislegacy. The
followingwordsoncefell from his
lips: “He who gives life to my
Sunnah, hasgivenlifetome.” Wa
maatawfiqi illaabillah (and there
isno success except from Allah).

Leaving Our Legacy

Continued from page 12

ground, language, skin colour, etc.

Next, he gave us an insight
into how Western society’s cor-
porationsmakebillionswhile peo-
ple in Muslim countries do not
even have enough money to sus-
tain themselves! Because they
know that the more they spend on
“fixing theimage of their products
into our minds,” the morerevenue
they aregoingto earn. That iswhy

statement can kill thousands of
innocent babies in Irag, how hu-
miliating it is that people living
even in the deep valleys of the
Third World are talking about him
disgracefully.

Imam Sirgj’s main emphasis
was: “In order for you to leave a
legacy, you must do it by contrib-
uting to the Muslim community,
so that people after us may look

Muslims must up to our examples
leaveagoodimage and only then will
behind which will “ we be able to re-
be our legacy for Wha_t are we movethe negative
thisUmmah. going to images embedded
Imam Sirgj re- leave behind in the minds of
minded us “that non-Muslims.”
each and everyone for our future These tran-
of you present generations scribed  state-

here, has the po-
tential to contrib-
ute to the Muslim
community! One

after our
death?

mentsfromthelec-
ture may not
sound as motivat-
ing as they were

day someone of
you will bewriting articleson |s-
lam, otherswill beinterviewed on
TV, others will author books on
Islam, and yet others will be or-
ganising Jumu'ah at their schools
and delivering khutbahs, Insha-
Allah.” He aso mentioned how
Allah (swt) has preserved the con-
tribution of the great Muslims in
the books of history so the Mus-
limsand non-Mudimsmay remem-
ber them after their deaths; and
how Allah (swt) hasdisgraced Bill
Clinton, amanwho isso powerful
that one command of his can de-
stroy Sudan or Afghanistan in a
matter of seconds and whose one

supposed to be.
You just had to be there to get the
real meaning. Imam Sirgj, inhisex-
tremely eloquent style of speech,
conveyed his message which was
full of enthusiasm and humour, to
the youth especialy. May Allah
(swt) reward the organisersand all
the volunteers who helped to
make it a successful and motiva
tional event. All ultimate success
isfrom Allah (swt). Ameen.

For more information on
Young Muslims Canada, visit
them at their website
http://youngmuslimscanada.or g/
or send e-mail to
info@youngmuslimscanada.org.
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involved in apprehending the chil-
dren or charging the parents for
negligence.

Children arethemost valuable
resource of any community. They
deserveour dedication to preserve
them physically and psychologi-
cally, guide them, nurture them,
love them, and discipline them
when they need to be contained.

Children need discipline to
devel op responsible behaviour so
that they do not harm themselves
or others and do not transgress
the bounds of Islamic principals,
beliefs, and values.

Unfortunately, sometimes par-
entsthrough emotional and finan-
cial neglect and ignorancetend to
apply excessive physical and ver-
bal discipline that is counter-pro-
ductive, and in afew casesresults
in harm to the child with serious
consequences for the family. In
anger, we as parents, forget the
examples set by our own Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) and the
Qur’anic teachings on how to
guide other membersof thefamily
and society through patience,
compassion, and perseverance,
even during difficult and trying
times. The reality isthat children
can at times become difficult to
handle, and they also know how
to test the limits of their parent’s
patience. But as adults, it is the

Foster

responsibility of the parents to
guidethemwithout harming them.

Asafront-linefamily counsel-
lor, | invariably come across the
difficult task of finding asafeand
familiar environment for Muslim
children whose parents for what-
ever reasons can not meet the fi-
nancial, physical, psychological,
and emotional needs of the child.

Under certain conditions that
are considered unsafefor thechild
such as physical abuse, sexual
abuse, neglect, etc., the children
areremoved from their own home
to be placed in a home that can
provide asafe environment,
either on ashort-termor
long-term basis.

In anideal situa-
tion such problems
will not arise, but we
donot liveinan ideal
world. Therefore, at
times, we need solu-
tions and the support of the com-
munity to deal with this problem.
This does not mean that we
should not be working towards
making this world an ideal place
aswearetoldtodo so by our Crea
tor, Allah.

When an outsider steps in to
take the children away from their
parents, it creates a very difficult
situation, both for the parentsand
the children. Children experience
trauma, anxiety, anger, and anin-

homes

tense sense of loss and abandon-
ment that reflects the feelings of
theparentsaswell. Therefore, chil-
dren need to be placed in ahome
that provides continuity and con-
sistency with their religious and
cultural selves. Itisalso very im-
portant for the parents to know
that the children arereceiving the
same religious environment asin
their own home, and that the par-
ents are not denied their right to
stay in touch with their children
as often asit is convenient.

Thus, therearetwo main prob-
lems that the Muslim community

so far has not responded
to. One is the issue
of parenting skills
that should include
support to the fami-
lieswho are experi-
encing financial or
emotional prob-
lems from within the
Muslim community. Thesecondis
the lack of awareness of the need
to provide healthy homesand fos-
ter parents for the children who,
through no fault of their own, are
removed from their homes by the
Children’s Aid Society.

We can become polemics in
our approach to this problem by
either identifying the parentsor the
Children’s Aid Society asthe vil-
lain. The bottom lineisthat these
problems need practical solutions.

Fall of the Khilafa and its Impact

Continl_Jed from page 1 ]
the price for the game of nations

asis manifested by the latest epi-
sode in Kosova.

The Prophet (pbuh) has been
reported as saying: “The ties of
Islam will be broken one at atime
and each time atie is broken the
peoplewill cling ontothenext one.
The first of these is the political
system and the last of which is
prayer.” This Hadith sums up the
consequences of the fall of the
Khilafah on the internal front.
Oncethepoalitical systemisdemol-
ished and replaced by a system of
kufr (disbelief), littleelseisimmune
to eventua destruction. For this
to be evident we need to reflect a
bit on the philosophy of the po-
litical systeminlslam.

The political system in Islam
rests upon the foundation that
there is no God but Allah and
Muhammad (pbuh) is His Mes-
senger. Thus, the Islamic Stateis
governed by the Islamic Ageeda
(belief) inal aspects. Nothing can
be borrowed from outside the
Ageeda. Whether we are talking
about the educational system, so-
cial system, or international rela-
tions, all must be derived fromand
be based solely on the Islamic
Ageeda.

Inthe absence of theKhilafah,
we Muslims have been taught to
accept the rule of kufr as being
normal. Our Ageeda was cor-
rupted. Unlikethe Sahabah and the
generations after them, we were
taught that if you makethe prayer,
wear the Hijab, or have a beard,
you are almost a perfect Muslim.
Masha-Allah. We are content to

limit Idamtoacorner in our homes
or perhaps, occasionaly, to the
mosqgue. Now our role as the
Ummah is to follow blindly and
happily the system of kufr. Weare
content to submit to the claim of
theend of our glorious history and
bow to thefinality of capitalistide-
ology.

Itisvery sad and very disturb-
ing to see that most Is-

these eventshave direct impact on
thedaily lifeof Muslims. Millions
of Muslimsweredirect victims of
the slaughter and massacres in
India, Palestine, Lebanon, Soma-
lia, Afghanistan, Bosnia, and cur-
rently in Kosova. Those who sur-
vived the murder of their family
members carry the psychological
scars throughout their lives.
Asfor the others

|amic movements, aswell

who may have con-

as the general popula- We are sidered themselves
tion of Mu_sl_ims, lacka  content to to be_Iucky,. th_ey are
concrete vision and ac- .. the direct victims of
tion plan on how to limit Islam the kufr regimes.
counter the system of tO a corner What this meansis
kufr and restoretheglory in our that a merchant has
and pride of the Muslim to run his transac-
Ummah. At least three NhOMeS or tions according to
generations of Muslims perhaps, the system set up by
have been lost under the . colonial powers,
system of kufr. They occaS|onaIIy, whether inthe past or
have not lived under Is- to the by their agentsinthe
lam. It'sno wonder they present. It meansthe
don’t understand the mosque. spread of Western

need to restore the Is-

lamic way of life. All they are
taught about Islam is to pray and
fast.

Muslims have been trans-
formed from being leaders of man-
kind to slaves of the kufr system
in their own homeland. The West
succeeded in erasing Islam as a
system, both physically by the
imposition of national and regional
states, and ideologically by re-
structuring the Muslim mentality
to adopt the Western system to
govern their affairs and abandon
Islam as the source of its culture
and constitution.

It goes without saying that all

culture astheway of
life, even inside the Haram in
Makkah; it means the change in
the value system from being Is-
lam-based to kufr-based.

It also meansatotal distortion
in the self-esteem of the Muslim
who finds him/herself torn be-
tween what Islam asks him to do
and what the kufr system forces
him to do. All of thisisthe worst
kind of fithah. WhenaMudimdies
on“Laa-ilaahaill-Allah” hediesa
Muslim but when he lives being
enslaved by a kufr system then
thisisatrue fitnah.

Yet, there are circumstances
when one may indeed be helpless,

Therefore, the community must
take responsibility for providing
this important service. Failing to
address this issue will have seri-
ous consequences both for Mus-
lim familiesand the community.

However, not every family can
become afoster parent, since be-
ing afoster parent requiresagreat
many skillsand resources such as
parenting skills, communication
skills, patience, and aboveall, the
desireto help someone other than
your own family member.

Who can become afoster par-
ent? The following are some
points to highlight the important
aspects of becoming afoster par-
ent.

* Family must be stable and
have healthy relationships be-
tween the couple and their chil-
dren. Good communication skills
and the ability to establish good
working relationships between
the social worker, CAS, children,
and the parents are important.

* Intending foster parents
need to have aclean policerecord,
asthereisacriminal recordscheck.
They should be of consistent reli-
gious practices that are reflected
in behaviour and social values.

* There should be no drug or
alcohol problems, no physical,
verbal, or psychological abuse of
any family member, or any other
socially deviant behaviour.

* Thisis not a business ven-
ture, so do not look for financial
gains or look for children as ten-
antsfor your extraempty room. It
is hard work, so make sure you
can make the psychological and
emotiona commitment. Aboveall,
as a foster parent you should be
providing achild ashelter, ahome
for the sake of Allah, not money,
not glory, and not personal gain.

The CAS will provide daily
room and board payment, medi-
cal, dental, and other costsof car-
ing for the child, and training, sup-
port, and relief for the foster par-
ents.

For more information call
Hamida Chishti at the Hidayet
Musdlim Family and Child Centre,
on Wednesdays, Thursdays, or
Fridaysfrom10am.to4p.m. The
telephone number is (416) 638-
1866.

Wahida Valiant is the presi-
dent of Hidayet Muslim Family
and Child Centre.

in which case he hasto be patient
in enduring the hardship while
seeking to liberate himself fromthe
slavery of kufr. The eternal slav-
ery and final defeat only occur
when the flame for liberation dies
in his heart. When he, oneway or
another, convinces himself that
davery (whichisobviously sweet-
coated by slogans such as democ-
racy andthelike) isnot really dav-
ery, then he'still aMuslim, ashe
can still pray and make du‘ a.
What &l this amounts to is a
systematic, consistent campaign
to undermine Islam from within.
Although I'm confident that this
campaignwill not succeed, for this
isthe Deen of Allah (swt) and Al-
lah promised that His Deen will
prevail, it'saquestion of wherewe

M atrimonials

1. Sunni Muslimah, 23
years old, Canadian-born,
from a well-settled
practising family. Prefers
sincere, honest, ambitious
Sunni Muslim. Inquiry #34

2. 24 year old Muslim,
employed, hard working,
ambitious, honest and
responsible seeks
Muslimah who is caring,
responsible, and marriage
minded. Interestsinclude
travel, reading and
computers. Inquiry #87

3. University educated,
Canadian born Pakastani
man, 28 years old, looking
for marriage prospects
with a suitable and
compatible Muslimah of
any nationality.

Inquiry #38

Matrimonial ads are
published for your service
but The Ambition does not
take any responsibility of
any sort.

Addressyour responses
to Matrimonials c/o The
Ambition and include the
inquiry # on the outside of
the envel ope.

The Ambition accepts
Matrimonial ads at $15 for
3 lines per single insert.
Additional lines are extra.
They must be pre-paid by
cheque or money order. To
place an ad call Sister
Wilma at (416) 247-0948.

The Ambition
6452 Finch Ave. West
Unit 148, Toronto, ON

M9V 1T4

ﬁ

stand as Muslims in this battle
between hag (truth) and batil
(falsehood).

Allahwantsusto lead human-
ity out of the darkness of kufr and
into the light of Islam (Qur’'an
2:143). Ontheother hand, America
and the West claim they have a
better system, better ageeda and
abetter way of life. They want us
to submit to their system even if it
is meant for us to kill each other
and to flee our homes. Sotheques-
tion is which call should we an-
swer? The Call of Allah or that of
the West? Shall we choose to be
slaves to none but our Creator?
Or is it okay to choose to be
slaves to other men?
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A Riddle

By Zeenat Hathiyani

Question: From all the creations of Allah which one
is the most mysterious and has the longest life span
on this earth but has no share in the hereafter?

Answer: DEATH

As Allah created life, he created death also. Allah is
the Supreme Creator of all that in the heavens and
the earth and whatever encompasses in between.
Surprisingly, death has remained a mystery ever since
life began.

Very little is known about what a person experiences
at the time of death, or what the soul experiences af-
ter it. However, as Muslims we are aware that “every-
one shall taste death” (Qur’an, 3:185), and there is
definitely a life after. That life will be eternal involving
no death.

From the trials and tribulations of this life, Allah
enables us to escape by death, but from the firing in-
ferno of hell there is no such escape.

Slowly Living
On Garbage

At dawn the lake is very calm,
Still beside the golden beach.
Beneath the red autumn sky
| heard the sea gull screech.

But day by day as years went by

There were no birds, no golden leach.
But, instead a dump for man’s trash

Full of chemical waste and a sewer ditch.

No more is the lake a place to play,
A place to hide, a place to be free.
But, the foundation for our growing pollution
Which is the new technology’s fee.

Narjia Sharfudding

Are you a Muslim
woman who likes to
swim?

Then read on.

by S. Wiima - Staff Reporter

For the past twelve years,
Muslim women, some with their
small children, and some alone,
have participated in a womens
only free swimming programme at
Carlton Village North Building,
(blue door at the back of the
school). The address is 15 Osler
Street, (Old Weston Rd. and St.
Clair).

Thislocationis easy to get to,
asitisaccessibleby TTCfor those
who live in the west end of the
city. The dates and times which
remainthesamefor al programmes
areasfollows:

Swimming lessons

7p.m.-8p.m. (10toaclass)

Recr eational swimming

8p.m.-9p.m.

Spring Programme:

April 26 - June 24

Monday and Thursday

7-8 Learntoswim

8-9 Recreational swim

Summer Programme:

July 5 - August 26th

Monday and Thursday

7-8 Learntoswim

8-9 Recreational swim

Fall Programme:

September 13- Nov. 25

Monday & Thursday

7-8 Learntoswim

8-9 Recreational swim

Ten persons per class, on a
first comefirst served basis.

| slamic swimming attire

required.

For further information,

call S. Parveen at

533-1352.

Spirit Possession ...

Continued from page 5

in grave sin and we must not deal
with them.

When people dabble in the
black arts, evil jinnswill take par-
tial or even full possession of
them. Much of the possession
tendsto reinforce theideaof shirk
and it happens even among Mus-
lim people. Magicisalsothere-
sult of jinns. Theevil eyeisareal-
ity.

Charms should be destroyed
whilereciting the Qur’ an. If aper-
sonispossessed, one must rebuke
theevil spiritin himinthe name of
God and order ittoleave. Oneaso
may call upon God to curse the
evil jinn.

As Muslims, we have a vari-
ety of prayersand Qur’ anic verses
to protect ourselves. When we
say our prayers, we must say them
with reverence and reflect on each
word.

Following Br. Bilal’stalk, Br.
Shabir Alli gave atak on dawa
work and how it is our duty as
Muslimsto sharelsamin order to
save our friends, co-workers and
loved ones from the hellfire. An
excellent talk was also given by a
young revert to |slam who shared
his experiences with us and how
our actions influenced him to-
wards|gam.
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Success Stories Around Us

ShailaKibriawas born in To-
ronto and raised in Brampton. Her
father had originally come from
East Pakistan (Bangladesh today)
and eventually met Shaila's
mother in Toronto wherethey mar-
ried and had four children (2 girls
and 2 boys) with Shaila being the
eldest. Both English and Bangla
were spoken at home.

Shailamarried relatively young
at theageof 17to Mikhail Ali who
wastheninthird-year of the Engi-
neering program at McMaster
University. After finishing North
Park Secondary School by fast
tracking (which she does not rec-
ommend), Shailacameto the Uni-
versity of Windsor.

While still at university,
Shaila's first child, a daughter,
Maariyah was born. It was then
that Shailafirst realised that while
she had many picture books to
read to her baby, therewerereally

MAARIYAH'S DIARY

Masha-Allah, the Muslim community has a new

none with pictures of girls that
Maariyah could identify with as
shegrew older.

“Thisrealy worried me,” says
Shaila. “So | started off just draw-
ing and colouring pictures into a
story, and showing them to my
then one-month old daughter. Ba-
sically, Maariyah wasmy inspira-
tion. Asthemonthswent by, it was
obvious that she loved the pic-
turesand the story line | made up.
My friends, non-Muslim and
Muslim alike, started noticing my
home-made book and wanted me
toread the story totheir children.”

Shaila started integrating this
book at the school where she
taught Grade 3 and found that the
children were thrilled by it. That
was when she started searching
for apublisher.

“1 made sure that none of the
libraries, stores, and schools had
this story line or idea. | found

Community in Action

The Footsteps of Islam: Leaving

Reported by Taha Ghayyur,
Young Muslims Canada

On March 20, 1999, therewas
avery beneficial community sym-
posium organised by the
Istigamah Islamic Centre of On-

Our Legacy

and example behind for our future
generations.

The fact that the Prophet
(pbuh) dedlt every matter withwis-
dom and mercy wasmentioned. He
said that if we want to purify our

tario, in which Imam deeds and
Sirg] Wahaj and Shaikh hearts then
Kais Istephan were the we have to
guest speakers. Imam There is constantly
Siraj is the Imam of repent and
Masjid  at-Taqwa, much more to return to Al-
Brooklyn, New York, Islam than lah (swt) like
and vice-president of i our great
the Islamic Society of Ju.St. t.he Sahabah
NorthAmerica(isNA).  Prohibition of gy Allanbe
Shaikh Kaisisthelmam Consuming pleased with
of thelstigamah Islamic K themall) did.
Centre, Mississauga, pork. Br. Kais
Ontario. then moved

This program was on to men-

held at the University of Toron-
to's OI SE Building and it was co-
hosted by the MSA there. More
than 550 brothers and sisters par-
ticipated in thisprogram. Thesym-
posium was entitled The Footprint
of Isam: Leaving our Legacy. The
following is a summary of the
event.

Thefirst speaker, Shaikh Kais
Istephan began by highlighting
thevirtues of doing extrameritori-
ous acts during the first ten days
of the holy month of Dhul-Hijjah,
based on the famous Hadith of the
Prophet (pbuh), in which he stated
that there are no days more be-
loved to Allah (swt) than the first
ten days. After this, he empha-
sised theimportance of taking the
Sahabah (companions of the
Prophet) and the bel oved Prophet
(pbuh) asour best examples, if we
want to leave amemorablelegacy

tion the beautiful Hadith of the
Prophet (pbuh): “In-Allaha at-
Tabeeb” (Verily Allahisthe Doc-
tor). He emphasised the fact that
for any problem, the cure is with
Allah (swt) and in His Deen (the
completeway of life) alone.

He expressed, with some hu-
mour, the fact that 1slam has been
merely reduced to being known as
the religion of those who do not
eat “pig meat.” Is that the only
legacy and impression we are go-
ing to leave behind for this soci-
ety? Thereismuch moreto Islam
than just the prohibition of con-
suming pork. We must follow Is-
lamin every aspect of our life. The
God who has ordered us to stay
away from these Haraam things
and asked usto pray Eid prayer, is
the same God who ordered us to
Pray fivetimesaday! Thereare so
many Muslims who constantly

children’s writer

bookson Ramadan, Palestine, etc.,
but nonewith asimple story about
agirl who wearshijab. After over
ayear of mailing my manuscript to
various publishers, and after
many rejections, Transcom Inter-
national accepted my manuscript.”

Now, three years and a second
child later, her book is being pub-
lished. It was hard work to bring
the book up to a professional
standard. “| had to leave my chil-
dren at my mother’s just so that |
could work on the book. Every
time the publisher’s editor sent it
back to me with corrections, it
would take me at least two weeks
tofix, whether it betheillustrations
or text. Finally | had to walk over
to my old high school in Brampton,
and find my Grade 10 Art teacher
R. Dale Flannigan to modify my
illustrations. Then, using my illus-
trations, he had to do new ones.”

Eventually this succeeded.

miss Jumu’ah aswell. Resistance
of desireinthe heart will produce
aMusdlimwith Iman (truefaith).

The second speaker, Imam Sirgj
Wahaj, as usual, received undi-
vided attention from the audience;
there was pin-drop silence in the
hall. He began by reminding us of
death, which can hit us any time.
He then posed a question: “What
are we going to leave behind for
our future generations after our
death? What is our contribution
tothisMudim Ummah?’ Hetaked
about how Islam had changed his
life, and the life of other reverted
scholars, like Shaikh Hamza Yusuf,
Dr. Abdullah Hakim Quick, Shaikh
Bilal Philips, and Shaikh Kais
| stephan.

For amost half an hour, he
talked about theimage and impres-
sion of Muslims in the sight of
non-Muslims. For every Da' ee
(propagator of Islam) it isincum-
bent upon him to understand the
psychology of non-Muslims: “We
haveto understand how they think
and how they form impressions
about us Muglims.”

In addition, he mentioned how
materialistic the nature of these
non-Muslims was, who judge us
on the basis of our looks only,
because our actions are not good
and prominent enough to be seen
by them. Thiswasfollowed by the
Hadith of the Prophet (pbuh):
“Verily, Allah (swt) does not look
at your bodies, nor at your out-
ward looks, but He scans your
heartsand your deeds.” Therefore,
we must never judge people by
their wealth, social status, back-

Continued on page 9

The publisher’s art director liked
it, and final word was sent that it
was almost ready to print. It took
an additional year and $20,000, but
the book made its debut on the
December 12th, 1998 weekend.

As Muslims can appreciate,
the book’s theme is in high de-
mand, although the books on the
market right now wouldn’t sug-
gest it. Shaila's book is entitled
Maariyah'sDay. In Shaila swords,
it'sachildren’sbook about alittle
brown girl ;
and her - Jl 4
friends from
different cul-
tures. It is a
little Cana-
dian girl’s minority experience
against a Canadian setting. She
wearsahead scarf and faces ques-
tions like “Are you bald under
there?’ or “Areyouaninja?’ Very
relevant and important issues are
handled in a humorous yet sensi-
tiveway.

“1 looked for this[kind of] book
asachild, but did not finditin my
school library, publiclibrary, or the
mall book store,” says Shaila. “It

boostsyoung readers’ confidence
about themselves, especially
those who wear ‘apparel,” items
that arehighly visible, for example
the head scarf, turban, or topee,
without diminishing the fact that
they are born here. | really wish
thisbook had been therefor meas
a child, and | know many of my
peersdo aswell. A whole genera-
tion of youth of different cultures
meet at ISNA and ICNA confer-
ences just to discuss these very
issues.”

Motherpickle Distributor will
be the Canadian distributor deal-
ing with Chapters, Indigo, and
other small bookstores, depend-
ing onthedemandinthearea. The
distributor hasawebsite on which
they advertise the books that they
handle.

What advice does Shailahave
for aspiring authors? “Just keep
atit,” shesays. “Thetopicl wrote
about is basically an untapped
market. The more books the bet-
ter. Anyone can contact me at my
e-mail address. | would loveto set
upawriters group, Muslimor non-
Mudim.”

Or e-mail:

The Ambition
Annual Picnic

Sunday, July 4", 1999 s
12:00 to 6:00 p.m. 15

Joinusagain
For a fun-filled day and Bar-B-Q

At Rowentree Mills Park, North York
(Islington and Finch, north west corner)

Enjoy all you can eat, delicious B.B.Q.
with other side items
Food will be served between 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
(Come with Wudu for Zuhr prayer at 1:20)

Ticket: $7.00 per person
Children 2 and under: free

Other attractions include door prizes,
games for children and adults, and more

Please buy tickets in advance

For more info, call
The Ambition at (416) 740-1491
awars @hotmail.com




